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BIOGEAPHICAL DICTIONAEY 



EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 



ABEBCBOHBY, Tek Hohouubli Ai-bsamosr (Lord Abereromb]^), a distin- 
guiahed lawyer of the latter part of the l&th centuiy, and an elegant occauana] 
writ«r, vu the yonngeat son of George Abercrombj of Tullibody, in Claek- 
maimaiuhiie, and brother of the celebrated Sir Ralph Abernomby, He was bom 
on the 16th of October, 174fi. ' While hia elder brotben wen deatined for the 
army, Alexander choae the prafearion of the law, wfaioh waa more oonnatent 
with hia gentle and atndiooa character. After going through the ordinary 
conrae of daaeea at the nuirefsity of Edinburgh, he became, in 1766, a member 
of the Facnlty of Advocates. He was at thie early period of hia life the fa- 
vourite of all who knew him,' not only for the uncommon handaomeneaa of hia 
parson, but ibr the extreme eweetneas of hia disposition. Being given to the 
gaieUea of faahionable life, ha. had little reliah for laborious employment; ao 
that, fi>r some years afler hie admission into the faculty of Advocates, his 
splendid abilities were well-nigh obscured by indolence or frivolity. Boused at 
length to exertion, he eng^ed^witb ardoui in all the duties of his profesuon, 
and soon became eminent for profesNonol skill, and distinguished as a most 
eloquent pleader. Bis repiAation and bunuese lapidly increased, and soon 
raised him to the firat i^tik at the Scottish bar. In May, 1792, he waa 
appointed one of the judg^ of the Court of Se^on, when, in compliance with 
the euatom of the Scottiah' judges, he adopted the title of Lord Abercromby; 
and, in December folio wingj he was called to a seat in the Court of Jnstinaiy. 
"In hia judicial capacity be was distinguished by a profound knowledge of law, 
apatientattentton,acle«meBB of discernment, and an unbiasBed impartiality which 
excited geoeral admiration." Hia literary performancea and character are thua 
summed up by hia fiiend, Henry Hackeniie, who, after his death, undertook the 
task of recording his virtuea and merits for the Royal Society : — " The laborious 
employments of his profeadon did not ao entirely engross him, as lo preclude hia 
indulging in the aidant amusamenta of polite literature. He was one of that 
society of gentlemen who, in 177B, set on foot the periodical p^ar, published 
at Edinburgh during that and the subsequent year, under the title of the 
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Mirror ; and who aftflTwardB itav« to the worid another work of B'tuuihr kind, 
th« Lounger, pabliahed in 1765 and 1738. To these papen he was a nrj ralu- 
able contributor, b^ng the author of ten papers in the Hirror, and nine in the 
Lounger.' His papers an diBtingnUhed by an easa and gentlciuaulike turn of 
expresBian, bj a delicate and polished irony, by a atrun of manly, hooourabla, 
and virtuous senUment." Mackenzie states that they ara alfo characterized by 
aa unofiected tendemeaa, which he had displayed eren in his speeches as a 
barrister, and adduces the following Bpecitnen ; — " There is one (uicnitiBtanoe," 
ssys Mr Abercromby, in debating whether long or short life be most deaitable, 
" which with me is alone sufficient to decide the question. If there be anything 
that can compensate the unavoidable evils with wtuch this life is attended, and 
the nnmberiess calamities to which maskiad are subject, it b the pleamue 
arising from the socitty of those we love and esteem. Friendship is the cordial 
of life. Without it, who would wish to exist an hour I But every one wh( 
arrives at extreme old age, must make his account with sorviving the greater 
part, perhaps the whole, of his friends. He must see them Ml from him by 
degrees, while he is letl alone, single and unsupported, like a leafless trunk, 
exposed to every storm, and shrinking from every blast." Such was not destined 
to b« the &te of Lord Abercnimby, who, after exemplifying almost every virtue, 
and acting for some yeois in a public situation with the undivided applause of 
the world, was cat off by a polmpnary eoraplaint, at Falmouth, whither he 
bad gone for the Hke of bis health, on the 17th of November, 1790. 

ABEBCROHfiV, Jobh, the author of etvetal esteemed works on gardening, 
<ras the son of a respeotable gardener near E^lnbntgh, where ha was born 
about the year 1726. Having been bred by his fether to his own piofeaeion, 
be removed to London at the early age of eightem, and became a work- 

n in the gardens attached to the royal palaiwi. Bare he distinguished 
himself go much by his taata in laying ont ground^ that he was wioouraged 
to write npon the subject. His first work, however, in order to ghe it givater 
weight, was published under the name of a then mora eminent hortfoultnrist, 
Mr Mawe, gardener to the Duks of Leeds, under the title of Uawe's 
Gardeners' Calendar. It soon roaa int« notice and still maintains it* place. 
The editor of a recent editicn of tbia wmk s^ya, " The gsnuvl principles 
of gwdening seem to be aa correctly aMettained and deaily deeeribed by this 
anthoT, as by any that have succeeded him." And fiirther, " The style of Aber- 
cromby, though somewhat inelegant, and in some inatuicee prolix, yet qipean^ 
up<»i the whole, to be fnllyos conoise, and at least aa correct and intelligible, as 
that of some of the more modem, and less origioal, of his suoceaion." Aber- 
eromby afterwards published, under his own name, The Universal Dictionary 
of Gardening and Botany, in 4to. ; which was followed, in sueoeeoion, by tba 
Gardeners* Dictkinaiy, the Gardeners' Daily AMistoat, tbe Gardeners' Vade 
Mecno, the Kitohen Gardener and Hot-bed Forear, the Hot-house Gardener, 
and nomarouB other works, moat <rf which attained to popolarity. Abu~ 

mby, after a useful and viituons life, died at Iiondon in 1808, aged about 
aighty ysara. 

ABEKCROHBY, Patbiox, historian, was tbe third son of Alexander Abei^ 
cKonhy of Fettemeir, in Aberdeenshire, a branch of the house of Birkanbog in 
BanAhire, which ^ain derived its desoeoit from Abwcromby of Abereromby 

> Noa. 4,0, 1^48,01, n.BS, 08, 87. 80,104. • Hot. 8, 10^ 14, 39. 90^ «, T^ 81. 01. 
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in Fiffl. Ftanoii, the eldest sod of Abererombr of FeUenmr, wm crutad Lord 
Glaaribrd in 1W6 ; but u the patwt, by an extnordiiuij restriction, wm 
limited to his own lift onl^, the title did not deKend to bis children. Patrick 
Abemombf wu ban at For&r in 16M, and was educated «t the nniTerrftj of 
St, Andrew^ ^rtece he took th« d^iee of Doctor in Medicine in 168£. His 
family b^ng eminently lojal, the yonng physician ii aud to hare changed bia 
reUgion, to ^eaae Jamca VII^ who oonaeqaeDtly made him one of the physicians 
of the court. A prooeeding so advaTse to all propriety, however loyd, and 
accordant with the temper of the times^ was speedily and severeiy pnnished ; 
for, at the RaTolntion, Abenmmby was daprived of his appointment. For 
Bome yean after he appears to have tired abroad; bat he returned to Scotland 
in the niga of Q,neen Anne, and devoted himself to the study of national anti- 
quities. In 1707, he poblisbed a translation of M. Beauge'a very rare book, 
L'Histoire de la Gnerre d'Eoosae, 1506, under the title of, The History of the 
Campagnes 1548 and 1649; being an exact acoonnt of the Haitial Bxpeditions 
performed in those days by the Soots and French on the one hand, and the 
English and their foreign auxiliariee on the other: done in French by Hons, 
Beaage, a French gentleman; with an introductcwy prebca by the Translator. 
In the preBKa, the ancient alliance between Scotland and Fiance is eboiuously 
asserted. This enrions French work, which (^vas a complete account of the 
war eanied on by the Popish gorerament of Cardinal Beatonn, aided by the 
FnnA, against the English under Protector SometMt, was reprinted in the 
original by Mr Smythe of MethTwi for the BannalTne Club, 1829, along with 
a pte&o^ gi^i% Bs acoonnt of Abercronby's translaton. The great work of 
Di Abercromby is in two volnmes, foUo, entitled, The Martial Achlorements 
of the Scots Nation. He tells ns in the profoco, that, not rentoring to write 
regular history or biography, he had resolved to relate the deeds of all the 
great men of his cuontiy, in a leas unbitions atntin, and with a more minnte 
attention to small fhots, than is compatible with those styles of compoaitioD. 
He also, with great modesty, apologises for his manner of writing, by saying, 
" When my reader is told that twos my fate to qnud most port of my youth 
in foreign oonntriea, to have but viewed, sn pamant, the south part of Britain, 
and to have been conversant with Boman and Fi'ench, rathei than with English 
aothtfrs, he will not expect &om me those modish turns of phrase, nor that 
exact piopristy of words, Scotsmen, by reason of thnr distanoe from the foun- 
ts of custom, so seldom attain to." The first volnme of the MaTtinl Achieve- 
ments was published, in 1711, by Mr Robert Freebaim, and shows arcspectabl< 
list of snbscribers. About one-h^ of it is occupied by the eeriy fiibnlous 
history of Scotland, in which the anthor, like almost all men of his time, and 
especially the Jaeohites, was a devout believer. It cloeee with the end of the 
teign of Robert Bruce. The second volume appeared, with a still more oume- 
roos and respectable list of eubseribers. In 171E; it wn partly printed by 
freebaim, and partly by Thomas Ruddiman, who not only corrected the 
manuscript, but superintended its progress throngfi the press. This is said by 
Chalmers to have been the first typographical ^Fbrt of Raddiman. Aber- 
cromby^ Martial Achievements is upon tbs whole a very creditable work for a 
Scottish antiquary of that period ; the author Is not superior to the crednlity 
of his age and party, but he is eminently industrious, and hit narrative is 
written in an ent«rtduing stylo. The work shows a wide range of authorities, 
and is liberally intersperaed with controverual discussions of the points most 
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conteatad by antiquuiea. Dr Patrick Aberoromby died poor in 1718, or, u 
other writen mj, in 1728, leaving m widov in diatreaaed drcamatancea. 

AfiERCBOMBY, Sib Ru-fb, a diatioguiabed general officer, nnder whom 
the Britiah anna met their fint mcceag in the French reTolutioiuuy war, wot 
the eldest son of George Abercromby' of TnUibody, in ClackmanuanahiTe, a 
gentlemaa of andant and respectable &mily, and of Hsiy, daughter of Ralph 
Dnndaa of Manor. He was bom at Menstrie, in the puiA of Ziogje, on Ui« 
7th October, 173i. Hia education Menu to have been regarded irith moie eaie 
than waa uauaUy manifeated by the SoctUsh country gentlamen of the eaiiy 
and middle parta of the laat centnry. After pusing throngh the cnatomary 
coorae at Rugby, he became a atndent, firat in the nniveraity of Edinbnigh, 
sod siibaeqnently in that of GSttingen. He entered the atrnj, aa comet in the 
3id dragoon guuda. Hay 23, 1756, and became a lientenant, in the aame regi- 
ment, in the year 1760; which rank he held till April, 1762, when he ob- 
tained a company in the 3rd horae. In this regiment he roae, in 1770, to the 
rank of major, and, in 1773, to that of lieutenant-ooloncL Be was indaded 
in the liat of breret colonels in 1780, and, in 17B1, vrsa made oolonel of the 
103rd, or king's Irish inbntiy, a new raiment, which ma broken at the 
peace in 17B3, when Colonel Abereromby was placed on half-pay. It may 
l>e noticed, in paaaing, that he repreaentsd the ahire of Kinrofli in the British 
parliament from 1774 till 1780 ; but made no attempt to render himself conspi- 
cvous, either as a party-man or aa a politician. In September, 1787, tw waa 
promoted to the tank of major-geneial, and next year obbuned the command of 
the 69th foot. From this corpa he was, in 1792, removed to the 6th foot; 
from that agt^n to the 6th ; and in November, 1796, to the 2d dragoons, or 
Scots Gieys. 

On the breaking ont of the French revolutionaiy war, Abereromby had the 
ucal rank of lieutenant-general conferred on him, and served with dlatingoiahed 
honour in the campaigna of 1794 and 1795, under the Duke of York. He 
commanded the advanced guard in the aSair of Cateao (April 16, 1794), in 
which Chapoy, the French general, was taken prisoner, and thirty-five pieces 
of cannon fell into the hands of the Britjsh. In the levenes that followed, the 
British army eacaped entire deatrnction solely by the maaterly manoeuvres of 
Abereromby, who was second in command. He was wounded at Nimeguen, 
in the month of October following; notwithstanding which, the arduous service 
gf conducting the retreat tltrongh Holland, in the dreadiiilly seven winter of 
1794, was devolved whoUy upon him and General Dundee. Than tlus retreat 
nothing could be conceived more calamitous. The troopa did all that could be 
expected from them in the situation in which they jren placed. Oppressed 
by numbers, having lost ali their stores, they made good their retreat iu the 
bee of the foe, amidst the rigours of a singularly severe winter, reeembliug 
mon that of the aretio circle than that of the north of Germany. For the 
lamoval of the sick, nothing could be proonred but open waggona, in which 
they were exposed to the intense severity of the weather, to drilling snow^ and 
heavy &Us of sleet and rain. The mortality, of courae, was very great. The 
regiments were so scattered, marching through the snow, that no returns could 
be made out, and both men and horses were found in great numbers frozen to 



.y Google 



Sn BALPH ABSBCBOHBI. 5 

4Mth. "Hm maKh," rnn am cjs-wibien, "ww muled by te»M* of Uw 
moat caluuton* natiuc^ W« eoold not pl o w ed a hundred j«rd» without seeing 
tba dead bodies of men, vomen, childrai, and hones, in tntj direotion. One 
Mcne," adds the writor, ** made aa impnMoa ui xay mind, which time will 
MTer be able to e&oe. Near a cart, a little Airther in th« common, we per- 
ceived a itoDt-lookiiig man and a bMotifiil young woman, with an in&nt about 
acTm montha old at the breast, aD three frosen dtad. Ths mother had most 
eerlaiidy died in the act of socUing her child, as, with one breast exposed, she 
lay npon the drifted snow, the milk, to all appeaianoe, in a stream drawn from 
the nipple by the bdw, and instantly congealed. The in&nt seemed as if its 
lipa had just then been disengaged, and it reposed its little head Dpoa the mother's 
bosom, with an ovwflaw of milk ftoaen as it trickled down from Its month. 
Tbnr eoimtenanees were perfectly oompoaed and fresh, M if they had only 
been in » sonud and traaqnil: elomber." Tba Brlti^ vmy reached De- 
venter, after incredU^ exertion, on the 27th of Jonnaiy, 1796; bat tbey 
were not able to maintain the posiUon, being doaely punned by a well* 
^tpconted army, apwaids of fifty thousand strong. They continued thrii 
progreas, altematelj fighting and retreating, till the end of March, whan the 
main body, now reduced one-hali^ reached Bremen, where they were embarked 
for England. Nothing oonld exceed the Tigilanee, patience, aud peneTaranee 
of General Abercromby during this retreat, in which he was ably seconded by 
General Dnndaa and Lord Cathcort; nor did the troops ever heutate, whoi 
ordered, to halt, foce about, and figh^ even in the most diaaatrons and diitrev- 
ing circumstances. 

While the French were making those gigantic efibrts at home, which con- 
(bunded all prenous cBlculations in European war&r^ they also made unex- 
pected struggles abroad. They repossessed themselves in the West Indies of 
Guadeloupe and St. Lucia, made good a landing npon several points in the 
island of Martinique, and made partial descents on ihe islands of St. Vincent, 
Granada, and Marie Golante. In these various incursions they plundered, in 
the several islands, property to the amount of one thousand eight hundred 
millions of livres (about £72,000,000). To put an end to these depredations, 
a fleet was fitted out in the antonui of the year 1785, for the porpoee of con- 
veying a military force to the West Indies; sufficient for not only protecting 
what yet remained, but recovering that which had been lost. The charge of 
the land troops was given to Sir Bslph Abercromby, with the appointment of 
commander-in-chief of the forces in the West Indiea. In consequence of this 
appointment, he took the command, and hastened the embarkation ; and, 
although the equinox overtook them, and, in the squalls that uaually attaikd it, 
several of the transports were lost in the Channel, the fleet made the best of its 
way to the West Indies, and by the month of March, 1796, the troops were 
landed and in active operation, St. Lncia was speedily captured by a detach- 
ment of the army under Sir John Moore, as was St. Vincent and Grenada by 
another under General Knox. The Dutdi colonies, Demerara, Eaeeqnibo, and 
Berbice, on the coast of Guiana, likewiaa feU into the hands of the British 
about the some time, almost without stroke of sword. The remainder of 1796 
having been thus employed. Sir Ralph made preparations for attacking, eariy 
in 1797, the Spanish island of Trinidad. For this porpoee, the fleet sailed 
with all the tiBuaports, from the island of Curacao on the morning of the Ifitb 
February, 1707, and aext day passed through the Bams into the Gulf of Bria, 
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when they found tbe Spwiflh admlnl, ^AQt fmi Mil of tlie lim and one frigate, 
■t uohiir, under cover of tb« island of Gaipagnnde, whidi wm strongly forti- 
fied. TIm British Bqnaditm Jisiitediataly aiichored opposite, and almost within 
gun-shot of the Spanish ships. The frifstee, with the traosporta, went sent to 
anchor higher up the bay, at the distance of about five miles from the town «f 
Port d'Espagne. Dispontions were immediately made for atlaclcing the town 
and the ships of wsr next moniing by break of day. By two o'clock of the 
noming, howerer, the Spanish eqnodTOn was observad to be on fire. The 
ships homed very fast, one only eacaping the oanfl^ration, which was taken 
possession of by the British. The Spaniards, at tiie same time that they hod 
set their ships of war ob fire, evacoated the island. The troops, under Sir 
Iblph Abereromby, were of conne landed without oppoution, and the whtJe 
colony fell into the hands of the Bntiah. Sit Ralph next made an attack upnm 
Porto Rioo, in which be was nusuccessful, and sbottly aft«r he returned to 
Britdn, and was reoeiTod with erery mark of respect. He had, in his absence, 
been oomplimented with the oolonelcy of the second dn^iKins or Scots Greys, 
and nominated goTunor of the Isle of Wight. He was now (1707) adTsnced 
to the dignity of the Bath, raised to the rank of a Ueutenaot-genenl, and In- 
vested with the lucrative goveraments of Fort Georg« and Fort Augustus. 

The distnrbed state of Ireland at this time calling for the utmost vigilance. 
Sir Ralph Abercnimby was appointed to the command of the fcrces in that 
unhappy couatiy, where be exerted himself most strenuously, though with less 
success th«n could have been wished, to preserve order where any degree of it 
yet remdned, and to restore it where it had been violated. He was particularly 
Misious, by the atricteet attention to diacipline, to restore the reputation of the 
army; for, according to his own en;phstic declaration, it had become more for- 
■aidnble to its friends than to its enemies. During this commjoid he did not 
require to direct any military operations in person; and the Marquis Comwallis 
liaving received the double appointment of lord-lieutenant aai commander-in- 
chief of the forces. Sir Ralph transferred his bead-quarters to Edinburgh, and, 
on 31st of May, assumed the command of the forces in Scotland, to which he 
had been appointed. 

In the year 1799, an expedition having ham planned for Holland, for tlie 
purpose of restoring the ^nce of Orenge to the Stodtholdership, Sir Ralph 
was again selected to take the chief command. The troops destined for tliia 
eervice i>eing assembled on the coast of Kent, sailed on the I3th of August, 
nnder convoy of the Beet which vras commanded by Vice- Admiral Mitchell ; 
and, after encomtering heavy gales, come to anchor off the Texel, on the 22d 
of the month. On the S7th, the troops w«n disembarked to the aouth-vrest of 
the Haider point, without opposition. Scarcely had they b^nn to move, how- 
ever, when they were attacked by General Daendels, and a warm, but irregular, 
action was kept up from five o'clock in the morning till five in the afternoon, 
after which the enemy retired, leaving the British in poseession of a ridge of 
eand-hills stretching along the coast firom south to north. In this day's evolu- 
tions, the enemy lost upwards of one thousand men, and the British aboat half 
that number. Encouraged by this success. Sir Ralph Abereromby determined 
to setae upon the Holder next momii^, when he wonld be in possesdon of a 
seaport, an arsenal, and a fleet. The brigades of Generals Hoore and Burrard 
were ordered to be in readiness to make the attack early in the morning ; but 
the ganison was withdrawn throi^ tiie night, leaving a oonsidenble train of 
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BTtUlary, * n&Tal magaiine, thirteen iblpa of war, and three IndUmen, which 
fell into the hands of Uw British without oppo>itiun. Admiral Mitchell, having 
Bhipped i/HtAa at the Heldei, inunedistely stood dawn into tho Toxel, and 
off«nd battle bo th« Dntoh fleet lying there ; the whole of which, coDeisting of 
twelve sail of the Un^ nurandered to the Bcitish admiial, the eailors refusing 
to fight, and oompdling tbair oCGcen to give up tho ahipa tot the service of the 
Prince of Orange. Taking the auriender of the fleet as the criterion of Dutch 
fieling, the nuat axtnTagant hopes of the nicceaa of the expedition wmc enter- 
taioad bj Uie peapla of Ekigland. The sei^manta of the people (^ HoUonJ, 
genamlly, ware not aa yet in unison with those of her sailors, and every pre- 
caution was taken Ibi defence. The British army, in the meantime, left the 
tand-hiUa, and took op a new poaiUon, their right extending to Petten, on the 
German Ocean, and their left to Dude Skys on the Zuyder Zee. A fertile 
country was tho* laid open to the invoden; while the canal of Zuyper, imme- 
diately in front, contributed to strengthen their position, enabling them to 
remain ihi the defenuve, nutil the arrival of additional forces. At day-break 
<4 11th September, tha combined Dutch and French army attacked the 
centre and right of the BhUsh lines, from St. JMartina to Petten, with a 
force of 10,000 men, whioh advanoed in three columns; the right, com- 
posed of Dutch troope, commanded by General Daandela, against St. Martina; 
the centre, under De Honceao, upon Zuyper Sluys; and the left, com- 
posed entirely of French troops, under General Brune^ upon Petten, The 
Attack, parlioulaily on the left and centre, was made with the moat daring 
intrepidity, but was repulsed by the British, and the enemy lost upwards of a 
thousand men. On this occasion. General Sir John Moore wae opposed to 
General Bruue, and distinguished himself by the most maiterly maumuvna; 
and, had tha British been sofBcienUy numerous to follow up their advantage 
the United Provinces might have sbakm off the French yoke aven at this early 
period. The want of numbeiE waa felt too late ; but, to remedy the evil, the 
Russian troops, eng^ed for the expedition, were hastily embarked at tha ports 
of Cronstadt and Bevel, to the number of seventeen thousand, under the com- 
mand of General D'Hermann, and were ^Kedily upon the scene of action. The 
Duke of York now arrived as commander-in-chief ; and hia army, with the 
Rueaiana and some battalions of Dutch troops, ibrmed of desertera Ihim the 
Batavian army, and volunteers from the Dutch ahipa, amoonted to upwards of 
thirty-rix thousand men, a force considerably snperioi to that under GentEsla 
Daendele and Brune. In ooneequence of this, the Duke of York, in concert 
with D'Hermann, made an immediate attack upon the enemy's position, which 
was on the heights of Campsrdown, and along the high sand-hiUa, extending 
from the sea. In front of Petten, to the town of Bergen-op-aoom. Any defi- 
ciency of numbers on the part of the enemy waa for more than connterbalancad 
by the advantages of their position ; improved, as it vras, by atrong entrench- 
ments at the intermediate villages, and by the nature of the ground, intersected 
by wet ditches and canals, whose bridges bad been removed, and the roads ren- 
dered impasaahle, either by being broken up, or by means of felled trees stock in 
the earth, and placed horizontally, so aa to present an almost impenetrable barrier. 
The attack,however,notwithstandIngaUdisadTantages,waa made with the most 
determined resolution, early on the morning of the 19th of September, and was 
Buoceasinl at all pointa. By eight o'clock in the morning', the Rnsaians, under 
D'Sermann, had mode themselves maatera of Bergen-op-zoom; but they no 
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Kwner foond the place enooated, than they flew npon the spoil, and b^an to 
ploDder the cJtizeiu, whom the; had piofenedly come to ralieve. The vigilant 
enemy seized the opportnnity to rollj his broken battalions, and, being lein- 
forccd from the g:arTiBOD at Allcmaar, attacked the dieperaed Bnasians with ■□ 
much impetuority, that the latt«T were driven from Bei^en-op-zoom to Schorel, 
with tha loss of Generals IVHermana and Tcherehekofl^, woanded and taken 
priwnera. This feilore of the Rasslans compelled the other three colamng of 
the British anny to abandon the positions they had already stormed, and return 
to the station they hod left in the morning. For this disappointment three 
thousand priaonen taken in the engagement was but a poor reeompeoBe ; whila 
the impresNon made npon the minds of the Dutch, by the conduct of the Rns- 
^ans, was inoalcnlably injuriona to tha objects of the expedition. The conflict 
was renewed on the 2d of October, by another attack on the whole line of the 
enemy, the troops advancing, as before, in fbnr columns, under Generals Aber- 
cromby, D'Esson, Dandas, and Pulteney. The centre ascended the sand-hills 
at Campe, and carried the heigfata of Schorel; and, after a vigorons contest, the 
Russians and British obtained poaaession of the whole range of sand-hills in the 
neighbonrhood of Beigen-op-eoom ; but the sererest conflict, and ttiat which 
decided the fate of the day, was sustuned by the first column under Sir Ralph 
AbercTomby. He had maiched without opposition to within a mile of Egmont- 
op-Zee, where a large body of cavalry and in&ntry vraited to receive him- Here 
Sir John Moore led his brigade to the charge in peraan ; he was met by a 
counter-charge of the enemy, and tha conflict was meintained till evening with 
unexampled fnry. The Marquis of Hnntly, who, with his regiment (the 
ninety-second], was eminently distinguished, received a wound by a mntket- 
ball in the shoulder ; and General Sir John Moore, after receiving two severe 
wounds, was reluctantly carried off the field. Sir Ralph Abercromby had two 
horses shot under him, but he continued to animate the troops by his example, 
and the most desperate eflVirta of the enemy were anarailing. Their loss in this 
day's engagement was upwards of fbnr thousand men. During the night they 
abandoned thrir posts on the Lange Dyke and at Bergen-op-zoom, and next 
day the British took up the pomtions that had been occupied by the French at 
Alkmaar and E^;mont-op-Zee. Brune having taken up ■ strong position bo- 
tween Bererwyck and the Zuyder Zee, it was determined to dislodge him 
before the arrival of his daily-expected reinforcements. In the fiiat movements 
made for this purpose the British met with little opposition ; but the Russians, 
under General D'Esson, attempting to gain a height near Buccum, were sud- 
denly chatted by an ovenriielming body of the enemy. Sir Ralph Abercromby, 
observing the critical situation of the Russians, hastened with his column to 
support them. The enemy also sent np &eah forces, and the action, undesignedly 
by either party, became general along tha whole line, from Lemmeu to the sea, 
and was contested on both ndea with the moat determined obstinacy. Ahont 
two o'clock in the afternoon, the right and centre of the Anglo-Russian army 
began to loee ground, and retire upon X^^mont; where, with the co-operation 
of the brigade under MajoT-GeneralCoote, they succeeded in keeping the enemy 
in check during the remainder of tha day. Evening closed over the comtia- 
tants, darkened by delugea of rmn; yet the work of mutual destruction knew 
no intermission. The fire of musketry, which ran in undulating lines along 
tha hills, with the thunder-flash of the artillery, and the fiery tr^ of the 
death-ohat:ged shell, lighted up with momentaiy and fitful blaze the whole 
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horizon. Abont ten o'clock at night, worn out by mch a lengthened period 
of exertion, thoiigh their mutn&I hoitility was not in the least abated, the con- 
tending partiee ceased fighting, and the £htish were left in poneesion of the 
groond upon which they had fought, with upwards of two thousand of their 
companionB lying dead around them. Geneial Brune was, in the course of the 
night or next inomiog, reinforced by an addition of six thousand men, and the 
ground he occupied was by nature and art rendered nearly impregnable. The 
British lay through the night exposed to the weather, which was terrible, on 
the naked sand-hills; their clothing drenched, and their arms and ammunition 
rendered useless by the run. Nor was the inhoepitality of the people less than 
that of the elements ; the greater part being violently hostile, and the remainder 
sunk in supine indifference. Betreat waa therefore a measure of necesnty, and 
next night, the 7th of October, about ten o'clock, amidst a deluge of rain, 
ttie troops marched back to their former statioQ at Petten and Alkmaar, which 
they resched without immediate ponuit or any serious loss. To embark, how- 
ever, upon such a shore, and in the &ce of such an enemy, without great loss, 
was impossible; and, to prevent the unneceasorjr effusion of blood, an armistice 
was proposed by the Duke of York, till the troops should be quietly embarked. 
The French general was willing to accede to the proposal, provided the Dntch 
^eet were restored, and all forts, dykea, Sie., Sets., left as they had been taken; 
or, if any improvemsnta had been made npon them, in their improved state. 
To the first part of the proposal the duke uttuly refused for a moment to listen ; 
and, being in possesuon of the principal dykes, he threatened to break them 
down and inundate the country. The fleet waa not given up ; but in lieu 
thereof, eight thousand French and Dutch prisoners, that had been taken pre- 
vious to this campaign, were to bo restored, with all th^ had been taken in it. 
the Dutch seamen excepted. The troops were iiutanlly embarked, and safely 
landed in England, with the exception of the Busuans, who were landed in the 
iilands of Guernsey and Jersey. Though this expedition totally biled in its 
main object— the liberation ef Holland—it waa not' without advantage. The 
capture of the Dutch fleet, in the then state of afiaiTS, was of very connderahla 
importance. Nor was the impreaaion it left upon the enemy of the superior 
akill of British officers, particularly of the aubject of this memoir, and the 
daring valour of British troops, without its use in the succeeding periods of 
the war. 

Sir Balph Abercromby, now a universal fiivourite, and esteemed the most 
skilful officer in the British serriee, was appointed in the month of Jane, 
1800, to command the troops sent oat upon a secret expedition to the Medi- 
terranean, and whioh were for the time quartered on the island of Uinorca, 
where he arrived on the 22d of June. The veiy next day the troops were 
embarked for Leghorn, where they arrived on the 9th of July ; but in conse- 
quence of an armistice between the French and the Austrians, they were not 
allowed to land. Part of them now proceeded to Ualta, and the remainder 
sailed back to Minorca. Sir Ralph himself arrived again St that island on the 
26th of July, and on the 3d of September the troops were again embarked, 
and on the 14th the fleet came to anchor off Europe point in the bay of Gib- 
raltar, On the 20th the armament sailed for the bay of Tetuan to procure 
water, and on the 23d returned to Gibraltar. In a few days the fleet was again 
ordered to rendezvous in the bay of Tetuan ; and, on the SOth of October, the 
whole, consisting of upwards of two hundred sail, came to anchor off Codi^ and 
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prepvationt were made for landing the troo)« without delay. On the 6th the 
troops got into the boata, and everything wai ready for the lUaambarkation. In 
conaeqnence of a 9af of tmoa from the shore, the landing wa» delayed, and in 
the afternoon the troop* letntfied to their reqiective thipa. The negotiations 
Iwtween the commanders having fiuled, the ord«r was renewed for disembarking 
the troops next day, This order was again countermanded about midnight ; 
the morning became stormy, and at break of day the signal was made fur the 
fleet to weigh, and by the afternoon the whole fleet was again under sail. Part 
of the forces were now ordered for Portogal under the command of general Sir 
James Pulteney, and the remainder for Halta, where they arrived about the 
middle of November. Than this sailing baokwarda and forwards, nothing waa 
ever exhibited more strongly indicative of eitrame folly and absolute imbecility 
in the national councils. 

It was now resolved by the British goveimnent to drive the French out 
of %ypt, and the armament, which had ueeleasly roUed about the Uedi- 
temnean for so many montha, was appointed for that purpose. Sir Ralph 
Abwcromby, accordingly, embarked at Halta on the 20ih of December for 
the bay of Harmoiice, on the coast of Caramania ; where cavalry horses were 
to be procnred, and stores collected for the expedition, which, it was cal- 
culated, would sail for Alexandria by the 1st of January, 1801. Many things, 
however, occurred to retard their preparations. Among others of alike nature, 
three hundied horses, purchased by order of Lord Elgin, the British ambassador 
at Constantinople, were fiiund, when they arrived at Uarmorice, so small and 
to galled in their backs, as to be of no use, so that it was found ueoeasary to 
shoot eome, and to sell others at the low price of a dollar a-piece. It was believed 
that Lord El^ had paid for a vary different description of hones, bat the peiv 
sons to whoae care they bad been confided had found their account in changing 
them by tha way. Good horses were procured by parties sent into the conntry 
for that purpose ; but the sailing of the expedition was in conaeqaenoa delayed 
till the end of February, instead of the fiist of January, as had been originally 
intended ; and from the state of the weather, and other casaslties, the lauding 
could not be attempted before the 8th of March, on which day it was accom- 
plished in Abonkir Bay, in a manner that reflected the highest honour on the 
British troops. During this delay Bonaparte had found means to reinforce his 
army in Egypt, and famish it with all necessary stores ; and the weather, pre- 
venting the immediate disembarkation of the troops, enabled the French to make 
eveiy preparation to rec^ve them. The sand-hills which form the coast, they 
had lined with numerous bodies of infantry, and every height was bristling witli 
artillery. A most tremendous discha^ of grape-shot and shells from the bat- 
teries, and of musketry from the infantry that lined the shore, seemed for a 
moment to stay the progress of the boats as they approached. But it was only 
lor a moment The rowers swept through the iron tempest to the beach ; the 
troops leaped on shore, formed as they advanced, and rushing up the slippery 
declivity without firing a shot, drove the enemy from their position at the point 
of the bayonet. Suceesuve bodies, as they were disembarked, proceeded to the 
help of their precursors, and, in ^ite of every obstruction, the whole army was 
landed before night j and Sir Ralph Abercromby advancing three miles into the 
country, took up a position with his right resting upon lake Madyeh or Aboukit, 
and his left stretching to tha Mediterranean. On the 12th he moved forward 
to attack the French, who were most advantageously posted on O ridge of sand- 
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hillB, their Hght towards the eea, and their left reaUiig upon tha canal of Alex- 
andria. On the morning of the 13th, the army marched in two linea by the left, 
to turn the right Sank of the enemy. Aware of this, the French, with their 
whole cavalry, and a conaiderahle body of infantry, poured down from the 
heights and attacked the heads of both linea, but were repulsed by the advanced 
guard, consisting of the 00th and 92nd regiments, with incomparable gallantry. 
The first line then formed into two, and advanced, while the second line turned 
the right of the French army, and drove it tmm its poution. The enemy, 
however, made a regular retreat, and contested every inch of ground till thay 
had reached tha heights of Nicopolis, which form the principal defence of Alex- 
andria. Anxious to carry these heights. Sir Ralph Aberoromby unfortu- 
nately ordered forward the reserve under Sir John Hooie, and the second line 
under general Hntizheson, to attack (the latter the right, and the fbnner the 
left) both flanks at once. Advancing into the open plain, they were exposed to 
the whole range of the enemy's shot, which they bad it not in their power to 
return; and, after all, the position was found to be commanded by the guns of 
the forts of Alexandria, ho that it could not have been kept though they had 
stormed it. They were accordingly withdrawn, but with a most serious loss of 
men ; and the British army took up the ground from which the enemy had been 
driven, oocnpying a poution with its right to the sea and its left to the canal of 
Alexandria; a situation of great advantage, as it cut off all commnnicatton with 
Alexandria, except by the way of the Desert. In this action. Sir Ralph was 
nearly enveloped in the charge of the French cavalry, and was only saved by 
the Intrepidity of the 90th regiment. The garrison of Abonkir surrendered on 
the 18Ui ; but to counterbalance this advantage, the French commander-in-chief, 
M enou, arrived at Alexandria firom Cairo on the 20th, with a reinforcement of 
nine thonsand men. Gspeoting to take the British by surprise, Henou, next 
morning, March the 21st, between three and four o'clock, attacked their position 
with his whole force, amonnUng to from eleven to twelve thousand men. The 
action was commenced by a false attack on the left, their main strength being 
directed against the right, upon which they advanced in great force and with a 
prodigious noise, shouting, "Vive la France 1 Vive la Sepnbliqne 1" They were 
received, however, with perfect coolness by the British troops, who not only 
checked the impetuosity of the in&ntry, but repulsed several chaises of cavalry. 
Greater courage was perhaps never exhibited than on this occasion : the diflereut 
corps of both nations rivoUsd each other in the most determined bravery, and pre- 
sented the extraordinary spectacle of an engagement in front, flanks, and rear, 
at the some time; so much were the contending parties intermingled. Nine 
hundred of Bonaparte's best soldiers, and firom their tried valour denominated 
Invlncibtes, succeeded In tnming the right of the Britieh, between the walls of 
a large luin and a battery. Three times did they storm the battery, and three 
times were the snocessive parties exterminated. Getting at last into the rear 
of the reserve, the 4Snd and the 28th regiments charged them irith the bayonet, 
and drove them step by step into the inclosnre of the ruin ; wher^ between six 
■nd seven hnndrad of them being already stretched lif^esB on the ground, the 
remainder called ont for quarter, and were made prisoners. Not one of them 
letumed. Equally determined was their attack on the centre, and it was ther* 
repelled with equal snccess. A heavy column having broken through the line, 
Uie cavalry accompanying it wheeled to their left and charged the rear of the 
rewrve ; but this diarge was broken by the accidental state of the ground, which 
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had been excavated lata pit-holei ahoat three feet deep for the men to deep in, 
before the airival of their cwnp equipage. Orer these holei they had to make 
their charge, and in consequence were completely Touted, mare than three hun- 
dred of them being left dead on the spot. Findiugall his morementa fmstnteil, 
Menou at length ordered a retreat, which he was able to effect in good order ; 
the British having too few cavaby to parme. His loss was supposed to be 
between three and four thousand men, including many officers, among whom 
were general Raiae, commander of the cavalry, who fell in the field, and two 
generals who died of their wonnds. The loss of the British was abo heavj-, 
upwards of seventy officera being killed, wounded, and miadng. Among these 
was the lamented eommander- in-chief. Having hastened, on the first alarm, 
towoida the eauionading, ^ Ralph must have ridden atrught among the enemy, 
who had already broken the front line and got into its rear. It was not yet 
day, and, being unable to distinguish Mend firom foe, he must have been emhor- 
tassed among the awajlanta, but he was extricated by the valour of his troops. 
To the first soldier that came up to him, he said, " Soldier, if you know me, don't 
name me." A French dragoon, at the moment, conjecturing the price he had 
lost, rode up to Sir Ralph, and made a cnt at him, but not being near enough, 
oitly cut through the clothes, and gnxed the skin witli the point of his sabre. 
The dragoon's horse wheeling about, brought him agun to the charge, and he 
made a second attempt by a lounge, but the sabre passed between Sir Ralph's 
tide and his right arm. The dragoon being at the instant ahot dead, the sabre 
remained with the generaL About the same time it was discovered that he ha^l 
been wounded in the thigh, and was entreated to have the wonnd examined ; 
but he treated it as a trifle, and would not for a moment leave the field. No 
sooner, however, had the enemy begun to retrrat, and the excitement of feeling 
under which he had been acting to subside, than he fainted from pain and the 
loss of blood. Eis wound was now examined, and a Luge incision made in order 
to extract the ball, but it could not be found. He was then put upon a litter, 
and carried aboard the Foudroyant, where he languished till the 23th, when he 
died. His body was interred in the burial ground of the oonunandery of the 
Grand Master, nnder the walls of the castle of St Elan, near the town of Valetta 
in Malta. 

Of the charaeter of Kr Ralph Abercromby there can bs but one opinion 
Bred to anna almost from hia infancy, he appeared to be formed for command. 
Hia dispontiona wen always masterly, and his snceees certain. He had served 
in America, in the West Indiae, in Ireland, in the Netherlands, in Holland, and 
in Egypt, and had in aU of these countries gained hiniaelf great distinction. In 
the two latter countries, especially, he performed gervioes that were of incalculable 
advantage to his country. The battle of the Zlst of March, or of Alexandria, 
while it decided the fate of Egypt, left an impresuon of British skill and of British 
valour upon the minds of both her friends and her enamiea, that materially con- 
tributed to tbespleudid leeulta of a oontest longer in continuance, and involving 
intereatsofgreatar magnitude, than Britain had ever before been engaged in. The 
manner in which he repressed the lioentiousnesa of the troops in Ireland, was 
at once magnanimons end efFectire ; and he ended a life of dignified exertion by a 
death worthy of a hero. "We have snstuned an irreparable loss," says his suc- 
cessor, " in Uie person of our never enough to be lamented commander- in>chief. 
Sir Ralph Abercromby ; but it is some consolation to those who tenderly loved 
him, lliat, as his life was honourably so was hie death glorious. His memory 
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nill b« recorded in the annals of his eonnti;, will t>« ssored to erety BridtU 
soldier, and embalmed in tha reoollecUon of a gratefal posterity.'" 

Sir Ralph Abercromby waa married to Mary Anne, dangbter of John Menzii's 
of FemtoD, Perthshire ; by whom he had ieaoe four sons and three daaghtera, 
who snrTiyed him. On the official account reaching Ekigland of the fate of her 
lamented husband, his widow was elevated to the peerage. May 28) 1801, as 
Baronew Aberoromby of Abonkir and Tullibody, with reminder to the hairs- 
male of the deceased general; and, on the recommendatioA of his majesty, the 
House of Commons^ without one dissentient roice, granted an annuity of two 
thonaand pounds to Lady Abercromby, and the next two sacceeding msle heirs 
of the body of Sir Ralph Abercromby, to whom the title of Baron Abercromby 
should descend. The House of Commons, farther, sensible of the great merits 
of this distinguished British commander, roted a monument to his memory, at 
the public expense, which waa subseqnently erected in St Paul's cathedral. 

ABERNETHY, John, an eminent writer on physiology. The birth and 
parentage of this gentleman were so obscore, that it is impossible to say with 
certainty whether he was a natire of Ireland or of Scotland. It is eren affirmed 
that he was himself ignorsat of the conntiy of his birth. Upon the euppodtion 
that he was bom in ScoUand, his nams is introduced in the present work. The 
date of hie birth is ^ren loosely as 1763-64. His parents having brought him in 
his in&ncy to London, he commenced his education at a day-»choolinLothbnry, 
where he acquired the elements of dasrical literature. Having afterwards been 
bound apprentice to Mr Charles Blick, sui^geon to St Bartholomew's Hospital, 
he had the advantage of attending that noble institution, where he eagerly seised 
every opportunity of making himself practically acquainted with his piofesrion. 
He also had the advantage of attending the lectures of Mr John Hunter, at the 
time when that gentleman was commencing the development of those great 
discoveries which have made his name so famous. The curiosity which those 
discoveries excited in the public at large, was felt in sn uncommon degree by 
Hr Abemethy, whose asnduity snd ardour as a pupil attracted the notice of the 
lecturer, and rendered the latter his friend for life. 

While as yet a very yoang practitioner, his reputation procored for Hr 
Abemethy the situation of asNstant-surgeon at St Bartholomew's, end he soon 
after commenced a course of lectures in the hospital, which, though not very 
succesriul at first, became in time the most frequented of any in London, so as 
to lay the fbondation of a medical school of the highest repntadou in connection 
with this institution. On the death of Sir Charles Blick, his former msster, 
Mr Abemethy, now considered as the best teacher of anatomy, physiology, and 
torgeiy in the metropolis, was elected surgeon to the hospital. 

The first publications of tSr Abernethy were a few Phyuological Essays, and 
one on Lumbar Absces^ which, with some additions, formed his first volume, 
published 1793-97, in 8vo, under the title of "Surgical and Physiological 

■ The followioi paragirio Dcion Hir Ralpb in ■natlmr oharsctsr, wiu writUn bafors his 
death:— "AaaeonntrjrfaiitlBmui, Brar ■ttsnlWa to mil vlthln tha otrola of hla movanMiit, 
ha standi high in tha aatimatian of hli neighbours sod dependanti; ud whan hit miliCarT 
f lOTT afaitl have fsllaa Into obliiion. It will b« gratefDlly Tamsmberad thst be wu tbe &)end 
<£ tbe daatitnte poor, the patron of ntaf □) knonrledgs, and tbo pTomotar of edacation anions 
tha meaneat of hii cotts([er>: ■* to itntuice It may b« inantlanad, that in tba vilUga of 
ToIllbodTi OD bla pattmsl eitate, • rtodlng aobool, andar bli immadlata InapactioQ, wu 
asUbllahad numj jrean back."— CanvbelTj Journey thrmgi SeoOand, 4to, IBCK^ vol. ii. 
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Ettdys." These were chanetemed hy the nine strong Nnse, and pl^ luiI 
fbicible illmtration, which marked everythiD); that flowed from his tongue and 
pen till the end of his Ufa. Id 1B04 appealed uiother volnine, entitled, "Sur- 
gicttl Obeemtiona, oontaining a claBsifieition of tumouTa, with cases to Uluatrata 
the hiatory of each specira ; an acooant of DiseoseEi," &c. ; and, in 1806, " Sur- 
gical Obseivatiomi, Part Second, contaimng an Booount of Disorden of tha 
Health in general, and of the digeatire organs in particular, which accompany 
local diseases, and obetruot their cnte." The fame of these treatises soon spread, 
not only tfaroughont England, hot over the continent of Europe ; and the 
French snigeons, especially, did homage to the masterly spirit they eTineed. 
Bold and luacesafiil operations, practical and lucid descriptions, original and 
eomprehennre views, alt oomblned to enhance the great reputation of the 
author, and to elevate the ehaiacter of the national school of which he was so 
bright an ornament. 

In 1814, Uj Abemethy leoeivtd what might be considered as the highest 
honour which hit profession had to bestow, in being appointed anatomical leo- 
tuier to the Royal College of Surgeons. An anecdote illustrative of his sound 
integrity is told in reference to this era of his life. A ftllow of the collie 
having remarked to him, that now they should have something new, Mr Aber- 
nethy seriously asked him what he meant. "Why," said the other, "of course 
you will bru^ up the lectures which you have been so long delivering at St 
Bartholomew's Hospital, and Jet ns have them in an improved form." "Do 
yon take me for a fool or a knavB?" rejoined Mr Abemethy, " I have always 
given the stndents at the Hospital that to which they are entitled — the best 
produce of my mind. If I oonld have made my lectures to them better, I would 
instantly have made them so. I will give the College of Surgeons precisely 
the same lectures, down to the smallest details." In the year of this honourable 
appointment, he published, " An Inquiry into the Probability and Itationality 
of Mr Hunter's Theory of Life ; being the subject of the two first lectures 
delivered before the Royal College of Surgeons of LoodoD," The um of these 
lectures WHS to elucidate the doctrine previonsly laid down by Ur Hunter, that 
" life, in general, is some principle of activity added by the will of Omnipotence 
to organiied structure, an immaterial soul being superadded, in man, to the 
structure and vitality which he possesses in common vrith other animals." 
Of thb work, it Is generally allowed that the intentions are better than tha 
philoeophy. 

Previously to this period, Mr Abemethy had published other treatises besides 
those already named. One of the most remarkable was, " Surgioal Observa- 
tions on the Constitutional Ori^n and Treatment of Local Diseases, and on 
Anenrism," 8vo, 1809. His memorable cases of tying the iliac artery for 
anentism are detwied in this volume ; cases which may almost be said to farm 
an era in adventurous surgical experiment. Mr Abemethy also wrote works 
on " Diseases resembling Syphilis, and on Diseases of the Urethra ;" " On 
.Injuries of the Head, and Miscellaneous Subjects ;" and another rolume of 
Physiological Essays. He was likewise the author of the anatomical and 
physiological arijeles in Rees's Cyclopedia, previous to the article "Canal." 
Among his various accomplishments, must be ranked a eonsiderable acquaintance 
with chemistry ; and one of his numerous honours is the having, in company 
with Mr Howard, discovered fulminating mercury. 

Bewdes his business as a lecturer, Hi Abemethy enjoyed a vast and lucrative 
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pracUoa as a mirgtOD. His maimtr in both capacities waa marked by many 
eccantiiciUu, but particularly in the latter. He could not endure the tedious 
and coniuaed uanatiTeB which patients are apt to lay before a consulting surgeon, 
and, in checking theaa, was not apt to regard much the rules of good-breeding. 
Connderable rieks were thus encountered for the sake of his advice ; bat this 
iTos generally so excellent, that those who required it were seldom afraid to 
hazard the alight offence to tbeii feelings with which it was liable to be accom- 
panied. Many anecdotes of Hr Abemethy's rencounters with his patients are 
preserved in Uie profesaion. Tha two following are given in Sir James Eyre's 
I'ecent work, "The Stomach and its DifficultEes:"— « A very talkative lady, 
who had wearied the temper of Ur Abemethy, which waa at all times impatient 
of gabble, was told by him, the first moment that he caold get a chance of 
speaking, to I>e good enough to put out her tongue. ' Now, pray, madam,' said 
he, playfully, 'ieep it out' The hint was t^en. He rarely met with his 
match, but on one occasion he fairly owned that hs had. He waa sent for to 
an innkeeper, who had had a quarrel with his wife, and who had scoisd his 
faoe with her nails, so that the poor man was bleeding, and mnch disfigured. 
Mr Abemethy considered this an opportunity not to be lost for admonishing 
the offender, and s^d, ' Madam, are you not asliamed of yourself to treat your 
liushand thus; the husband, who istiie head of all, jww head, madam, in foctT 

* Well, doctor,' fiercely retorted the vitago, ' and may I not scratch my own 
iiead?' Upon this her friendly adviser, after giving directions for the benefit 
of the patient, turned upon hia heel, and confeaaed himself beaten for once." 
But abruptneas and rudeness were not hia only eccentricities. He carried prac- 
tical benevolence to a pitch as £ir from the common line as any of hia other 
jieculiaiitiea. Where poverty and disease prevented patients from waiting upon 
him in his own house, he was frequently known, not only to visit them con- 
etantly, and at inconvenient distances, without fee or reward, bat generously 
to snpply them from his own pnrse with what their wants required. Ferbapa 
the moat atriking, out of the numerous anecdotes which have been related of 
him, in illuatration of his eccentricities, b one dasoriptive of his courtship, or 
rather of his no-conrtship. " While attending a lady for several weeks, he 
oliwrved those admirable qualifications in her daughter, which he truly esteemed 
ta be calculated to make the marriage atate happy. Accordingly, on a Saturday, 
when taking leave of his patient, he addressed her to the following purport : — 

* You are now so well that I need not see you af^r Monday next, when I shall 
come and pay you my farewell vbit. But, in the meantime, I wish yon and 
your daugfater seriously to consider the proposal I am now about to make. It 
ia abrupt and nnoeremonions, I am swara ; but the excessive occupation of my 
time, by my pro&suonal duties, affords me no leisure to accomplish what I 
desire by the nion ordinary conne of attenUoa and solicitation. My annual 

reeaipta amonnt to £ , and I can settle X on my wife; my character is 

generally known to tha public, »o tliat you may readily ascertain what it is. 
1 have seen in your daughter a tender and affectionate child, an assiduous and 
canfiil nurse, and a gentle and ladylike member of a family ; such a person 
must be all that a husband could covet, and I ofier my hand and fortune for her 
acceptance. On lAonday, when I call, I shall expect your determination ; for 
I really hare not time for the routine of conitahip.' In this hnmonr the lady 
was wooed and won, and the nnioa proved fortunate in every resf eat. A hap- 
pier couple never existed." 
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AfUr a life of great activity, and which prored of maeh iniTDedlate and 
remote lerrlee to mankiad, the subject of this memoir expired, at Knfield, on 
llie20thof April, 1831. 

ADAM, ALKX1.NDEII, BD emincDt gTsmmarian and writer on Roman anUqat- 
tiea, was bom at Coata of Bargie, In the parish of RafTord, and county of Moray, 
obout the month of June, 1741. His bther, John Adara, rented one of tho*e 
■mall fiuma which were formerl; so common in the north of Scotland. In his 
earlier yeare, like many children of his own class, and even of a class higher 
removed above poverty, he occawonally tended his fother*s cattle. Beiog di 
lined by his parents, poor as they were, for a learned profesuou, he was kept at 
the parish school till he was thought fit to come forward as a bunar, at 
university of Aberdeen. He made this attempt, but £uled, and was requested 
by the judges to go back and study for another year at school. This Incident 
only stimulated him to fresh exertions. He was prerented, however, from 
renewing his attempt at Aberdeen, by the representations of the Rev. Mr Wat- 
son, a minister at Edinburgh, and a relation of his mother, who induced turn to 
try his fortune in the metropolis. He removed thither early in the year 1758; 
but, it appears, without any assured means of supporting himself during the 
progress of his studies. For a coneiderahle time, while attending the classes al 
the college, the only means of subsistence he enjoyed, consisted of the small sum 
of one guinea per quarter, which he derived from Mr Alan Mocconochie, (after- 
wards Lord Headowbank), for aausting him in the capacity of a tutor. The 
detuls of his system of life at this period, as given by his biographer Mr Hen- 
derson, are painfully interesting. " He lodged in a small room at Restalrig, in 
the north-eastern suburbs ; and for this accommodation he pud fourpence a-we 
Allhlsmeals,ezceptdinner, uniformly consisted of oat-meal made into porridge, 
together with sm^ beer, of which he only allowed himself half a bottle at a 
lime. When he wished to dine, he purchased a penny loaf at the nearest baker's 
■hop ; and, if the day was fair, he woold despatch his meal in a walk to the 
Meadows or Hope Park, which is adjoining to the southern pari of the oity ; 
but if the weather was foul, he had recouise to some long and lonely stair, which 
he would olimb, eating hie dinner at every step. By this meana all expense for 
cookery was avoided, and ha wasted bather o(wl nor candles ; for, when he was 
chill, ho used to mn til) his blood b^an to glow, and his evening studies were 
always prosecuted under the roof of some one or other of his companiona." 
There are many instances, we believe, among Soottish students, of -the moet 
rigid self-denial, crowned at length by splendid success ; but there is certainly 

case known in which the self-denial was so chastened, and the triumph ao 

nd, as that of Dr Adam. In 1701, wUen he was exactly twenty, he stood a 
trial for the situation of head teacher in George Watson's Hospital, Edinburgh, 

I was sQccesaful. la this place he is said to have coutinned about tliree 
yean ; during which, he was anxiooaly engaged in eultivating an intimaoy witli 
the olasncB — readbg, with great core, and in a critical manner, the worki of 
Herodotua, Thucydides, Xenophon, Cicero, and Livy. His views were now 
directed towards the church, and be was on the eve of being licetiBed as a 
preacher of the gospel, when saddenly a prospect opened before him of becoming 
HBustant, with the hope of being eventually the successor, of Mr Matheson, 
rector of the High School. Thla appointment he obtained, and in 1771 the 
increased infirmities of Mr Matheson threw the whole of this charge Into the 
hands of Mr Adam. 
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The tiin* when he BBmmed Uiii respectable office whs very fortunate. Erery 
department of knowledge in Scotland was at this period adorned by higher namee 
than had arsr before graced it ; and hence the office of Master in the pnucipal 
elementary school of the oonntry presented to a man of superior qooli&catious 
a iUr opportniuty of distinguiihin^ hiiftaelf. This opportunity was not kwt 
upon Hr Adam. He deroted himself with singular asuduity to his duties; 
and, under his anspioes, the school grado^y incresaed in numbers and reputa- 
tion. Soon after his appointment, he began to eompoee a series of works to 
facilitate the study of the Latin language. His Rudiments of Latin and English 
Giammat were published in 1772, and, though oomposed iu a style which 
sppeared to the generality of teachers as a dreadful schism and heresy, met with 
the approbation of a discerning few, whose pr^ae was sufficient to orerbalanoe 
the censure of the multitude. His offence consisted in the norel attempt to 
(each the grammatical mlea of Latin in English prose, instead of Latin prose 
or verse, which latter had been the time-honoured fiuhion of the schools both of 
England and Scotland, since the days of the Reformation. The daring innovator 
was assailed with a storm of ahnse by uumeroui individuals, more especially by 
those of his own profession. 

Among those who took an active part in condemning hit work, Dr Gilbot 
Stnart was very conspioaona. This extraordinary litterataiT wss a relation of 
Ruddiman; and, as an additional incentive to his hostility, conceived that Adam 
had gained the rectorship of the High School more by interest than by merit. 
He acccndiDgly filled the periodical works of the day with ridicule and abuse 
directed ^:ahist the unfortunate grammar. Amenget other pasquinades^ appeared 
an account, in Latin, of a Roman funeral, in which that work was personified 
as the dead body, wtiile the chief mourner wsa meant to represent Hr Adam, 
sorrowing for the untimely fata of his best-beloved child. The other persons 
sfficiating are introduced under the technical terms in use among the andent 
Romans ; and, to heighten the ridicule, and give it aid from local circumstances, 
the ingenious satirist placed in front of the mourners, a poor lunatic of the name 
of Duff, well known in Edinburgh at the time for his punctual attendance at 
the head of all funeral processions. While his work was still the subject of 
Kensure, the ingenious author was partly compensated for all his sufferings by 
adegree of LL.D., which was conferred upon him by the Collie of Edinburgh, 
hi 1780. Some yean after, the granunar began gradually to make its way in 
schools, and finally he had the satisfoction of seeing it adopted in his own 
seminary. Among the great names which at an early period had sanctioned it 
with their approbation, are those of Lord Eames, Bishop Lowth, and Dr Vin- 
cent, Master of St Paul's school. 

The nest work of Dr Adam is entitled, A Summary of Geography and His- 
tory, but the date of the first edition is ilot mentioned by his biographer. In 
1701, ha published his excellent compendium of Roman Antiquities, and in 
1800 his Claaucal Biography ; for the copyright of the former he received 
£600, and for that of the latter £300. Dr Adam's last, and perhaps his most 
laborious work, was bis I^tin Dictionary, published in 180JS. Towards the 
beginning, his illustrations are brisf, bnt, as he piooeeds, they gradually become 
more copious. It was his intention to add an English-and-lAtin part, and to 
enlarge the other to a eondderable extent. In this favourite plan he had made 
loma progress at the time of Us death. 

On the 13tb of December, 1809, Di Adam was seiced in the High School with 
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itn alarming indiBpadUon, which had all the appeaiaoM of ^raplezy . Having 
been condacted home, he was put to bed, and enjoyed a sound alaep, whidi 
appeared to have urMtad the progrew of the diaesH, for be wa* afEenrardB able 
to walk about his room. The apoplectic symptoms, however, returned in a 
few days, and he fell into a state of stupor. His last words marked the gradual 
darkening of the ray of life and intellect beneath this mortal disorder. Be sud, 
" It grows dark, boys— yon may go — " his mind evidently wandering at tliet 
moment to the scene where he had spent the better part of his life. This twi- 
light soon settled down into the night of death : he expii«d early in the morn- 
ing of the 18th December, 1809> The death of the amiable and exoellent Di 
Adam operated, among his numerous friends and adiniren^ like a shook of ateo- 
trieitj, Uen of all ages and denominations were load in lamenting an arent 
which had bereaved them of a common benefutor. The effect of the gmenl 
feeling wae a resolntion to honour him with what is a vei7 rai« oircumstaooe 
in Scotland, a public funeral. 

The life of Dr Adam proves, had any proof been wanting, the possibility of 
rising to distinction in this country from any gnde of life, and through what- 
soever intervening difficulties. In 1768 and 1709 he was a student living at the 
inconceivably humble rate of four guineas o^year ; in ten years thereBftsr, he had 
qualified himself for, and attuned, a situation which. In Scotland, is an object 
of ambition to men of considerable literary rank. The principal features of his 
character were, unshaken independence and integrity, ardour in the cause of 
public liberty, the ntmost purity of manners and eingleneas of heart, and a most 
indefatigable power of application to the severest studies. "His external appear- 
ance was that of a scholar who dressed neatly for his own sake, but who had 
never incommoded himself with fashion in the cut of his coat, or in the regula- 
tion of his g^t. Upon the street he often appeared In a studious attitude, and 
in winter always walked with his. bauds eroesed, and thrust into his sleeves. 
His features were regular and manly, and he was above tbe middle size. In tus 
well-formed proportions, and in bis firm regular pace, there appeared the marks 
of habitual temperanee. He must have been generally attractive in his early 
days, and, in his old age, his manners and conversation enhanced the valne and 
interest of every qualification. When he addreoed his scholars, when he com- 
mended excellence, or when he was seated at his own firedde with a friend on 
whom he oould rely, it was delightful to be near him ; and no man conld leave 
bis company without declaring that he loved Dr Adam." 

ADAM, RoBBRT, an eminent architect, was born at Edinbnrgfa in the year 
1728. His fother, William Adam, of Haryburgb, in the oonnty of Fife, also 
dietbgnished himself as an architect ; Hopetoiin House, and the Royal InSr- 
maiy at Edinburgh, are specimens of his abilities. Robert, the second son, 
inherited his father's taste, and lived in a time more fovonialile to its develop- 
ment. He was educated in the university of Edinburgh, where he enjoyed the 
kind attentions of Robertson, Smith, snd Ferguson; all of whom were his father's 
friends. As he advanced in life, he was on friendly and intimate terms with 
Archibald Duke of Argyle, Sir Charles Townshend, and the Earl of HaoaSeld. 
About the year 17G4, with a view to improve his knowledge of architecture, bs 
travelled on the continent, and resided three years in Italy, where ho surveyed 
the magnificent specimens of Roman architecture ; the buildings of the anoienCi, 
in his opinion, being the proper school of the architectuisl student. But whila 
he beheld with much pleasure the remains of the public buildings of tJie Romanti, 
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ha ngntUd to pcrerfr* tlut hardly a Teatig« of their priratB houses or villas 
wasanywbera to be fonod. la traciDg tha prognn of Roman architecture, he 
Iiad icmarked that it had declined prarioiu to the age of DiodeBJan ; but he wn* 
nlao eonTinced that the Ub«ality and mniiificenae of that emperor hod rerived, 
during hit z^go, a better taste, and had formed artists who were capable of imi- 
tating the more elegant style* of tha preceding ages. II e had seen this remaric- 
nblj exemplified in the pablic baths at Rome, which were erecUd by Diocledati. 
The interest which he felt in this particntar branch of Roman remains, and his 
anxiety to babold a good specimen of tha priTate buildings of this wonderfiit 
people, induced bint to nndertska a voyage to Spalatro in DalmatJa, to visit and 
ezMfiina tile palace of Diocletian, where, after his resignation of the empire, in 
uOff, that emperor spent the last nine yean of his life. He sailed from Venice 
in 1764, aeeompaDied by two experienced draughtsmen, and M. Clerisseau, a 
French antiqnary and artist. On their arrival at Spalatro, they found that the 
[lalace had not suffered less from dilapidations by the inhabitants, to procure 
matemla for building, than ttota tha injarie* of time; and that, in many places, 
the very fonndatione of the ancient ttmctures were covered with modem houses. 
When they began their labours, the vigilant JMlonsy of the government was 
alarmed, and they were soon interrapt«d ; for suspecting their objeot was to 
view and make plana of the fortifications, the governor inned a peremptory 
order, oommanding them to desist. It was only tbroagh the inllnence and 
mediation of General Gneme, the commander-in-chief of the Venetian forces 
(probably a Scotsman^, that they were at length permitted to resume their 
labours ; and in five waaks they finished plans and views of the remunlng frag- 
ments, from which they aftannuds executed perfect deoigns of the whole build- 
ing, Mr Adam soon after returned to England, and speedily rose to professional 
eminence. In 1762, he was appointed architect to their majesties, and in the 
year following he publidied, in one volume large folio, " Ruins of the Palaoe 
of the emperor Dioclcsian at Spalatro, in Dalmatia." This splendid work con- 
tuns seventy-one plateo, beside* letter-press descriptions. He had at this time 
bean elected a member of the Royal and Antiquarian Societies, and in 1760 
he was elected to repraent Rinrose-shire in Parliament ; which was probably 
owing to the local iuftnsnce of his &mily. A teat in tha House of Commona 
being ineompatible with employment under the crown, he now resigned his 
office as architect to their m^eoties ; bnt continued to prosecnte bis professionBl 
career with inereuiDg repntation, being mach employed by the English nobility 
and gentry in constructing new and erobelliahing andent muisions. In the 
year 177!^ in conjonetion with his brother, James Adam, who also rose to 
oondderabk repntation as an architect, he commenced " The Works in Arehi- 
teduie of R. and J. Adam," which before 1776 hod reached a fonrth number, 
and was a work of eqoal splendour with the one above referred to. The four 
nnmbers contain, among other productions, Sion Honse, Caen Wood, Lnt«n 
Park House, the Gateway of the Admiralty, and the General Register House 
at Edinburgh ; all of which have been admired for el^^ant design and eorreot 
taste ; though the present ^e, is Its rage for a severe simplicity, might denra the 
absence of certain minute ornaments, with which the Adams were accustomed 
to £11 op vacant spaces. Before this period, the two brothers had reared In 
London that splendid momimait of their taste, the Adelplu ; which, however, 
was too extensive a apcoalstion to be profitable. They were obliged, in 1774, 
to obtwn an act of parliament to diipose of the houseq^y way of lottery. Tha 
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chief Scottish d«dgng of Adam, beaidea the RegiBtei OfBoe, were the new addl- 
tiona to the Unirenity of Edmbnrgh, and the Infitmsry of Ghagoir. " We 
have also aeen and admiied," raya a biographer, "elegant desgna executed b; 
Mr Adam, which were intended for the South Bridge and South Bridga Street 
of Edinburgh ; and which, if thej had been adopted, would have added much 
to the decoration of that part of the town. Bat they vere conaidend tmanit- 
able to the taate or economy of the times, and were therefore rejected. Strange 
iacongruitiea," continues the aama writer, "appear in aome buildinga which 
have been erected from dewgns by Mr Adam. But of these it muat be obBenred, 
that they have been altered or mutilated in execution, according to the conve- 
nienee or taste of the owner ; and it is well known that a alight deviation changes 
the character and mors the effect of the general deeign. A lady of rank wae 
fomiBhed by Mr Adam with the design of a house; but onesaminingthe build- 
ing after it waa erected, he was astooiahad to find it out of all proportion. On 
inquiring the canae, he was informed that the pediment he had dengned waa 
too small to admit a piece of new sculpture which repTeaented the arms of the 
family, and, by the dots which it bore, inoontestably proved its antiquity. It 
was therefore absolutely necessary to enlarge the dimenaiona of the pediment 
to receive this ancient bodge of family honoor, and saorifice the bmnty and 
proportion of the whole building. We have seen a large public building which 
was also designed by Hr Adam ; but when it waa erected, the length was cur- 
tailed of the apace of two windom, while the other parts remained according to 
the original plan. It now appears a heavy unughtly pile, instead of exhibiting 
that elegance of pibportion and correctness of style which the iaithful execu- 
tion of Mr Adam's design would hare probably given it. To the last period ot 
his life, Ur Adam displayed the same rigour of genina and refinement of taate ; 
for in the apace of one year immediately preceding his death, he dedgned eight 
great public works, besides twenty'-five private buildings, so rarioua in style, 
and I>eautifol in composition, that they have been allowed by the best judges to 
he aufficient of themselves to establish his fiune as on unrivalled artistj" Ur 
Adam died on the 3d of March, 1792, by the borsting of a blood-vessal, in the 
sixty-fourth year of his age, and was buried in Westminster Abbey. It remains 
only to be sud that, while his works commanded the admiration of the public, 
his natural suavity of manners, joined to his excellent moral character, had 
made a deep impreesion upon the circle of his own private Mends. His brother 
James, who has been referred to as associated with him in many of his works, 
died October 20, 1T94. 

ADAMSON, Hbkrt, a poet of the eeventeenth centnry, and probably a nla- 
.tire of the subject of the following article, was the son of James Adomson, who 
waa dean of guild in Perth, anno 1600, when the Gowrie conspiracy took place 
in that city. The poet waa educated for the pulpit, and appears to have made 
conuderable progma in classical atudiea, as he wrote Latin poetry above medio- 
crity. He enjoyed the friendship and esteem of a large circle of the eminent 
men of that age, particularly Drummond of Hawthomden, who induced him, 
in 1638, to publish a poem entitled, " Hirthfiil Musings for the death of Mr 
Gall ;" being in fact a versified history of his native town, faJl of quaint alle- 
gorical allnsiona suitable to the taste of that age. A new edition of this curious 
poem, which had become exceedingly rare, waa published in 1774, with Uloo- 
tratire notes by Mr James Cant. The ingenioua author died in 1639, the year 
after the publication of hia poem. 
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ADAMSON, Patrick, Archbishop of St Andrem. This prel*t^ whoM 
name occnpiei so remarkable a place i& the history of the Scottish lUformation. 
ms bom of hnmble parents, in the town of Perth, in the ;ear 1M3. Saeh is 
the date assigned; bnt ne think it may be safely carried two or three jean 
fiuiher bsck, as ne find his name in the roll of the first General AHemUj held 
by the reformed ohnich of Scotland, in 1S60, as one of thoae persons bdonging 
to St Andrews who wan fit for ministering and tsochinir ; while, only two 
yean after, we find him minister of Ceres, in Fifeshin, with a oommis^on to 
plant churches from Dee to Etham. Great ae were the emetgeneiea of the 
infimt kirk at this time from the want of ministers, it is scarcely to b« thought 
that it would have appointed to suoh important charges a youth who had not 
yet attained the age of twenty. PieTioni to this period he had studied at the 
oniTCTsity of St Andrews, when it is likely be was distinguished by those talents 
and litenry acquirements that stibseqiiently brought him into such notice, and, 
after having gone through the usual contae, he gradnated as Master of Arts. 
His name at Uiis period was Patrick Consteane, or Constance, or Constautine, 
fbr in all these forms it is written indifierently ; bnt how it afterwards passed 
into Adamson we bare no means of ascertaining. At the close of his caiesr at 
collie, he opened a school in Fift, and soon obtMoed the notice and patronage 
of James H'GiU of Bankeillo^ one of the judges of the Court of SesnoD, 
who poiMBsed conuderable political influence. He had not long been minis* 
ter of Ceres, when we find him impatient to quit his ohstge ; and accord- 
ingly, in 1C64, he applied to the General Assembly fbr leave " to pass to other 
coantrin fbr a time, to acquin increase of knowledge," but waa inhibited to 
leave his charge without the Assembly's license. That license, howerer, he 
seems at length to have obtuned, and probably, also, before the meeting of the 
.Assembly in the fallowing year, when they published such stringent decisions 
against those minislera who abandon their spiritual charges. Patrick Con- 
stance, or, as we shall henceforth call him, Adomson, now appointed tntorof 
the eon of H'Gill of BankeiUor, passed over with his young charge, who was 
destined for the study of the civil law, to Paris, at that time the chief school ot 
the distingoished jnriaoonsults of Europa. 

Adamson bad not been long in Paris when saeh adventures befel him aa 
might well make him sigh for the lowly obscurity of Ceres. In the oourse of 
events that hod occamd in Scotland, daring his absence, wen the marriage of 
Queen Hary and Henry Damley, and the Urth of their in&nt, afterwards 
James TI. ; and Adamson, who at this time was mon of a courtier than a 
poliUcian, and more of a poet than sither. Immediately composed a triumphant 
"carmen" on the event, entitled, Strtniuimi «t nobilutimi Seetia, Anglia, 
Frtmeitg, tt HibernUe Prineipit, Hmriei Stuarti lUuttri au U Servu, ae Ifarue 
Rtffimx ampHtiiMa FUii, OtatthliaaiBi. The very title waa a startling one, both 
to Fmnce and England, the great political questions of which countries it at onoe 
prejudged, by giving them the Scottish queen for their lawful, indisputable 
sovereigii. Had this poem, which was published a few days after the event, 
been produced in England, its author would scarcely have escaped an awkward 
examination before the Star Chamber ; but as it was, he was within the reach 
of Catherine de Hedicis, to the full as joobus of ber authority as Eiiabath 
hetself, and &a mon merdlest In exercising it. Adamson was thenfora re- 
warded for his Latin poetry by a six monUu' Imprisonment, which pariiaps 
would have bssn auoceedsd by a worse infliction, bad it not beui for the medi** 
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tion of Msij hertelf, baekad by that of aome of h«r chief nobles. It did not m 
that titat rait th« policy of Franc* to break with Sootlaod, and tha poet was 
set at liberty. HsWng thu had a safficicot aojcnini in Psrie, AdaniBon rapatred 
with hia pnpil to Bourgca, where both entered themwlTei u itndents of lair, 
« sdence irhich the Scottish ministen of the day freqnently added to that <a 
thaotogj. Even here, howcTer, he was not lon^ allowed to remain in safety. 
Tha maaacia of St. Bartholomew — that fool national blot of France, and 
anomaly of modern history — bnrat out with the suddenness of a tornado acros* 
a tranquil sky; and, amidst the min that followed, no Protestant, oret the 
whole extent of France, could be ossnred of hia life for a single hour. Adomaon 
had hb foil diare of the danger, and narrowly escaped its worst, by finding 
abeltor in a lowly hostelry ; the master of which was afterwards flung from the 
t(^ of bis own honsa, and killed on tha pavement below, for having given 
■halter to heretics. \Yhile immured In this dreary confinement, that continued 
fw Mven moathi^ and which he fitly termed his sepulchre, Adamsou appears 
to have oooaoled himself with I«tin poetry upon themea snited to his condi- 
tion ; ODO attempt of this nature being the tragedy of Herod, and tlie other a 
vaision of tha book of Job. We may notice hers, that he had not been lost 
right of during thia protraotad residence in France, by his brethren, or the 
cbnreh at home ; and that, in the year previous to the massacre, the General 
Amambly had once and again desired him to return, and resume his ministry. 
Dot to this earnest request be, in the first instance, craved leisure for careful 
deliberation, and after, sent a fnlt answer, evidently in the negative, as he did 
not see fit to comply. But the perils in which he was afterwards involved, and 
the long confinement he endured, had probably brought him to a more sobmia- 
siTe,aT at least a safer mode of thinking; for, as soon as he was able to emerge, 
one of the first uses which he made of his liberty was to make preparations 
for returning home, and resuming thoee ministerial labours which he had good 
canse to regret he ever had abandoned. 

On the retnm of Patrick Adamson to Scotland, he seems to have been fiirour- 
aUy received by his brethren, notwiihstaading his previous reeusancy. His 
reception, indeed, could scarcely have been otherwise than cordial, aa he had so 
lately been all but a martyr for Protestantism in the midst of a terrible perse- 
eutiiHu Hia return was at « critical period; fir' the archbishopric of St 
Andrews was at that time vacant, and, notwithstanding the Presbyterian doc- 
trine of parity, which had been laid down as a fundamental principle of the 
Scottish church, the chief pielatic ofEcas were still continued, tlirougb tha 
overbearing iuflnsnee of thoss nobles who now directed the government of the 
country. But it was from no lore of Episcopacy in the abstract that these 
magnatea continued such charges, obnoxious though they were to the church 
end the petals at laige, bnt that they might derive fWim them a profitable 
reTMttie, as lay proprietors of the livings. In this way the Earl of Uorton had 
acquired a claim to the lerennee of the archbishopric of St Andrews, and only 
needed some eecleaiastic who oonld wear the title, and discharge its duties, for 
a amall per-centage of the benefice. It was a degrading poution for a church- 
man, and yet there were too many who were willing to occupy it, either from 
a vain^oriouB love of the empty name, or an ambitious hope of converting it 
into a substantial reality. Among these aspirants for the primacy of Scotland, 
Patrick Adamaon was suspected to be one ; and it was thought that he expected 
to succeed through the influence of hia patron, U'Gill of Rankeillor. Those 
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■annlsn, hU •abaeqneiit conduct but too well justified. But Morton had 
nlraady mid« hi* eleclion in foronr of Jolin Douglas, wlio waa inducted into 
the office, notwitliBtandiiig tbeevnest nuonatranBeBof Jolm Kaox, The oon* 
duot of Aduneon on this occuion waa long after remembered when be would 
hare wuhed it to be forgot. The week after the induction, and when the 
gK&teat coDcoune of people was expected, be ascended the pulpit and delirered 
a vehement and earcaitic sermon against the Epiaoopal office as then exerused in 
Sootlaod. ** There are three torts of bishops," he said ; " Hy lord Bishop, my 
lord's Bishop, and the Lord's Bishop. Hy lord Bisbop wss in tba [Htpistry ; 
my lord's Bishop b now, when tny lord gets the benefice, and the bishop aerrse 
for nothing but to make his title sure ; and tba Lord's Bishop is the troo 
minister «f the g;ospel.'' He saw that, for the present at least, he could not Im 
primate of St Andrews, and therefore he turned bis attention to the more humble 
offices of the church. And there, indeed, whatever could satisfy the wiahea of 
a simple presbyter waa within his reach ; for he was not oniy in general esteem 
among his brethren, but highly and justly ralued for his scholarship, in conse- 
quence of his catechism of Calvin in I^tin heroic verse, which he bad writtsn 
in France, and was about to publish in Scotland with the approbation of the 
General Asaeinbly. He now announced his wlUingness to resume the dntisa of 
the ministry ; but bb intimation was coupled witli a request that had some- 
what of a secular and selfish appearanco. It was, that a pension which had 
been granted to him by the late regent ont of the teindi of the parsonsgs of 
Glasgow, should be secured to him ; and that the procurators of the Assembly 
should be commiaBianed to aid him to that efiect. His request waa granted, 
and he oneo more became a minister. The town of Faisley was his sphere of 
duty, aocording to the appointment of the Assembly. In addition to this, he 
was subsequently appointed commEssioner of Galloway, an office which resembleJ 
that of a bishop as to its duties, but divested of all its pre-eminence and emolu- 
ment. Some of the beat men of the !urk bad undertaken this thankless office 
with alacrity, and dischaigcd its duties with diligence ; but such was not the 
case with Patrick Adamson ; and when his remissness as a commissioner was 
complained of to the General Assembly, he acknowledged the justice of the 
accusation, but pleaded in excuse, that no stipend was attached to the offioe. 

Of the labours of Adamsou while minister of Paisley, no record has been pre- 
served. His time there, however, was brief, as a new ^here was opened to his 
ambition. The great subject of anxiety at this period in the church, was the 
constmction of the Book of Policy, otherwise called tha Second Book of Disci- 
pline, and procuring its ratification by the government ; but the chief obstacle 
in the way was the Earl of Morton, now i^ent, whose principal aim, besides 
enriching himself with the ecclesiastical revenues, was to bring the two churches 
of England and Scotland into as close a conformity as poiuble, in order to facili- 
tate the fiiture union of the two kingdoms under the reign of bis young master, 
James VL Here it is that we find Adamson busy. He became an active 
negotiator for the Book of Policy, and while he managed to aecure the confi- 
dence of the leading men in the church, he ingratiated himself into the favour of 
the regent ; so (bat when the latter chose him for his cliaplun, the brethren seem 
to have hoped that the accomplishment of their puipose would be facilitated by 
having such an advocate at court. But never were ecclesiastios more tboronghlv 
disappointed in their hopes from such a quarter. The archbiabopric of St 
Andrews had agun become vacant, and Morton nominated Adamson to tha 
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aee ; who, on neeiving tba ap|«iabiient, began «v«n tinaAy ^ ■ho*' that ba 
wonld hold it tndapendently of tha authority of the church, by tefariug to 
•abmit to the nmal trial and ezamiDatioa of the Anembly. In this he persisted, 
and entared office against the acts and ordinaDces of the Aasembly provided for 
each occauons. While chaplain to the regent, he had been wont, while preach- 
ing, and gifing hia gloaaes upon teits of Scripture, to aay, " The prophet would 
mean tfaig " — a phrase lo usual with him on sach occasione, tlut bis heanra 
could not help noUoiog it. At length, when he becAme primate of Scotland, 
Captain Uontgomeij, one of the nf;ent's officers, exclumed, with dry hamoor, 
" I nerer knew what the prophet meant till now j" As Adamaon's entering 
into the archbishoprio was ancfa an act of contravention to the authority ot 
th« church, the Assembly, at one of ila meetings in I£77, reeoli^ to* institute 
proceedings against the offender. Bnt even this formidable danger he was abia 
to avert for the time with his wonted craft. He professed the atmott humility, 
and offered to lay down his office at the feet of the Assembly, and be ordered 
at their pleasure, but represented how deeiiable it would be to postpone all such 
proceedings unUl the Book of Policy had been finished, and ntified by the 
regent. The matter was thna reduced to a mere question «f time, and his 
•nggeetion prevailed. 

The great subject now at irane was the Book of Ecclesiastical Foliey, the 
Magna Charta of the Church of Scotland, upon the paawng of which its rights 
and liberties as a national church were at stake. It was, as might have been 
expected, completely Presbyterian in its discipline, and subversive of that epis- 
copal rule which the court was labouring to establish. Among these enact- 
ments, it was decreed, that no bishop should be designated by his title, but hb 
own name, as a brother, seeing he belonged to a church that has but one Lord, 
even Christ—that no bishops should thenceforth ba appointed in it ; and that 
no minister should accept the office on pain of deprivation. Against such con- 
clusions it is not wonderful that Adamson demurred. But as himself and the 
bishop of Aberdeen constituted the entire minority in the Assembly, hie oppo- 
sition went no &rther than to procrastinate any final conclusion. But tha 
Policy WBS at length concluded, and ready to be presented to the goremment, 
and for this, Adamson had reserved hia master stroke. The book was to b« 
subscribed by every member individually, bnt this form the archbishop opposed. 
"Nay," he said, "we have an honest man, our clerk, to subscribe for all, and 
it would derogate &om his Mthfulneas and estimation if we should all severally 
bubecribe." The difference appeared so trivial, that the brethren assentad to 
the proposal, although some of them seem to have entertained a larking ana- 
piclon that all was not right ; so that Mr Andrew Hay, minister of Renfrew, 
could not help exclaiming, " Well, if any man comes against thia, or deniea it 
hereafter, he is not honest." He soon showed at whom hia suspicions pointed, 
by stepping up to Adamson, and aaying to him in the pressnce of three or four 
by-standeta, "There is my hand, Hr Patrick ; if yon come agunat this here- 
after, consenting now BO thoroughly to it, I vrill.callyou a knave, were it nerer 
BO publicly." The other accepted the challenge, and thus the matter ended 
for the present. The Book of Policy was to be presented to the Lords of 
Articles for ratification on the part of the government ; and strangely enough, 
Adamson wsa commisaioned to present it. Morton and the lords asked him if 
ha had given his assent to these enactments ; to which ha answered that he had 
not, and that ha had refused to subscribe to them. Here was a loop-hole of 
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eaeapB for the eoancU : tlu Aichbishop of St. Andrews had withheld hia anent, 
nnd the; ooold do no lesa than follow tho example. The Book wu rejected, 
And the ininisters were left to divine the cause of the refusal. Bat Andrev 
Uay, on inijairing of wreral members of council, who told him the particnlan, 
and laid the whola blama of the Mfnaal on Adamson, soon saw that he had a 
pledge to redeem ; and on the aTchbishop passing by at that instant, he griped 

n by the hand, looked him angrily in the face, and exclaimed, in presenoe of 
the othen, "O knave, knave, I will crown thee the knave of all knaves!" Itia 
enough to add hers, that the Book of Policy, after having been delayed three 
years longer, was in 1C8I thoravghly ratified and ordained in every point, and 
ordered to be registered in the books of the Auembly. As for Adamson, we 
find him employed daring this interval in preaching in 5t Andrews, lecturing 
in the collie, and attending the meetings of the General Assembly, but with 
no greater authority than that of the ordinaiy brethren. But symptoms even 
■IrMdy had occurred to show, that the court bvour upon which he was willing 
to bniid, was bat a sandy foundation, for his powerful patron, the earl of Mor- 
ton, had been brought to the block. He forthwith prepared himself, therefore, 
to recognize the authority of the kirk in the doctrine of bishops, to which he 
had hitherto been opposed, and even gave his subscription to the articles of the 
Book of Policy, which he had hitherto withheld. This was in St Andrem, 
before the celebrated Andrew Melville, and a party of his fiiends, who were 
assembled with him. Bat all this was insufficient : he must also secure tiiA 
conntenanee of the party in power, whatever for the time it might be ; and for 
this purpose he passed over to Edinburgh, and took his seat in the Convention 
of ^tat«s. Here, however, his reception was so little to his liking, that he 
found he must aide wholly with the kirk. Be therefore Addressed himself to 
the ministers of Edinburgh, with profsuions which his subseciaent conduct 
showed to be downright hypocrisy. He told them that he had come over to 
the court in the spirit of Balaam, on purpose to cone the kirk, and do evil ; 
but that God had so wrought with him, that his heart was wholly clianged, so 
that he had advocated end voted in the charch's behalf— and that hencsfortli 
he would show farther and further fruits of his conveiBioa and good meaning. 
This Helf-abairiDg comparison of himself to Balaam must have staggered the 
unfavourable suspicions of the most sceptical ; at all events, it did so with the 
apostolic John Dune, who rejoiced over the primate's conversion, and wrote a 
flattering account of it to James Melville. The latter, in conseqaence, visit«d 
Adamson upon his return, and told him the tidings he had received, for which 
he heartily thanked God, and oBered the archbishop the right hand of Clwistian 
fellowship. The other, still continuing his penitent grimace, described the 
change that had passed upon him at great length, which he attributed to the 
working of the Spirit within him. Perhaps he overacted his port, for Melville 
only observed in reply, " Well, that Spirit is an upright, holy, and constant 
Spirit, and will mare and more manifest itself in efiects ; but it is a fearful thing 
to lis against him I" 

It was indeed fall time for the Archbishop of St Andrews not only to recover 
his 1o«t credit with the kirk, but the community at laige. He was generally 
accused of the vices of intemperance and gluttony ; he was noted as an unfaith- 
ful paymaster, so that he stood upon the score of moot of the shopkeepers in the 
town ; and what was still worse, he was accused of consorting with witches, 
and availing himself of their unlawful power I We of the nineteenth century 
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can Uagh at luch a chaTge, uid imagine it snfficieDt not only to disprove Itaetf, 
but we^en aU the other charges brought against him. But in the Biiteenth 
century it was no such laughing matter ; for there were not only silly women 
in abundance to provl^m themselves witches, but wise men to believe them. 
Even the pulpits of England aa well as Scotland resounded with sennona agunst 
witchcraft ; and a learned prelate, while preaching before Elizabeth, aseured her 
Majesty, that the many people who were dying daily, in spite of all the aid of 
leachcraft, were thus brought to their end by spells and iucantationa.' While 
thia was the prevalent belief, a person having recourse t4 such agency was 
wilhilly and deliberately seekbg help from the devil, and seeking it where he 
thought it could beat be found. Now, Adamson, among his other ofiences, bad 
tkllen into this most odious and criminal predicament. He was afflicted with 
a painiiil disease, which he called a " foedity ;" and being nnahle to obtain relief 
from the regular practitioners, he had recourse to the witches of Fife, and 
among othna, to a notable woman, who pretended to have learned the art ot 
healing from a physician who hod appeared to her after he was dead and buried ! 
Thia wretched creature, on being apprehended and convicted of sorcery, or what 
she meant to be such, was sentenced to suffer death, as she would have been in 
any other country of Europe, and was given in charge to the Archbishop for 
execution. But the woman made her escape, and this, it was supposed she did, 
through Adamson's connivance. After thia statement, it needs ecorcely be won- 
dered at, that foremost in the accusations both from the pulpit and in church 
courts, the crime of seeking aid from Satan should hare been specially urged 
against him. The man who will presumptuously attempt "to coll spirits from 
tlie vasty deep," incurs the guilt of sorcery whether they come or not. 

While such was the evil plight to which the archbishop was reduced, and 
out of which he was trying to struggle as he best could, the condition of public 
affairs was scarcely mare promising for his interests. In the Assembly held in 
April, 1682, he had seen Robert Montgomery, Archbishop of Glasgow, who 
was his constant ally in every Epiaoopal movement, arraigned at their bar, 
tedoced to the most humbling confessions, and dismissed with the fear of depo- 
dtion hanging over him. In the same year, the Raid of Ruthven had occurred, 
by which the royal power was coerced, and presbytery eslabliahed in greater 
authority than ever. Dismayed by th«e ominous symptoms, Adamson with- 
drew from publio notice to his castle of St Andrews, where he kept himself 
" like a tod in his hole," giving out that his painful " focdity" was the cause of 
bis retirement. But at length the sky began to brighten, and the primate to 
venture forth after a whole year of concealment. The kiug emancipalod him- 
self from his nobles of the Raid, and came to St Andrews, upon which the 
archbishop, flinging off his aickneas like a worn-out cloak, resumed his abandoned 
pulpit with royalty for an auditor, and prenchei such sermons as were well 



> The preacber wu na other tbui tba learned Blahop Jewel. " Wilcbai and Mrcaren 
within theie lut few jtart," be uid, "are nuxTelloaii]' incrsued vitbin jour Gram'i 
realm. TheM aja baTS leea moit erideDt ud maDifeet marlu ot their xickedDHL Tour 
Graae'i tnbjeeU pine away btbii unto the death : their colour fsdeth, their fleeh rolteth, 
their apeecb li iienuinbed, tbeir lenies are bereft. WheieTora your poor subjHta' mOBi 
humbla petition to your Highneu is, that the Una touching such matefaBlori mar be put 
In dne execution. Por the ihool of them i> great, their doing horrible, their tualioe into- 
Isrible, their namplea most miierabla: and I prey Ood Che; never praetiae fnrtber than 
■pan the nlgtcl." 
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fitted to inRTatiate himself into th« favoar of the yonng soverei)(ii. They were 
furious declamations against tlie lords of the Raid, aguDst the ministers of the 
kiik by whom they had been conntenanced, and agunst all their proceediags 
bj which the headlong will of James had been reduced within wholesome 
limita; and these, too, were delivered in such fashion, as, we are informed by 
James MelTill, " that he who often professed from the pulpit b«fore that he 
had not the spirit of application, got the gift of application by inspiration of 
such a spirit as never spoke in the scriptures of God." Among the other effects 
of the Rwd of Rnthven, was the banishment of the king's unworthy favourites, 
the Earl of Arran, and the Duke of Lennox, the former from the royal presence, 
and the latter from the country ; and Lennox took hii exile so mnch to heart, 
that he died soon after he had arrived in France, wliile James continued to 
bew^ his loss. Here then was a favourable theme for the archbishop. The 
chief ofienee alleged against Lennox was, that though oatwardly a Ftotestan^ 
he had not only lived, but even died a Pspist ; and from this stigma it waa 
Adamson's main effort to clear the memory of the departed. He therefore 
boldly asserted, in his sermon, that Lennox hod died a good Protestant, and in 
proof of this he exhibited in the pulpit a scroll, which he called the Dnke's 
testament. It happened anluckily for the preacher, however, that an honest 
merchant woman, who sat near the pulpit, looked narrowly at this important 
document, and taw with astonishment that it was an account of her own, which 
riie had sent to the archbishop for a debt of some four or five years' standing, 
but which, like other reckonings of the kind, he had left nnpud I 

Adamson's loyalty was soon rewarded, and in a way that best accorded with 
his wishes. He was to be employed as ambassador or envoy from the king to 
the court of London, What was the ostensible object of his mission does not 
appear ; hot its real purport was, the suppression of Presbyterioniam in Soot- 
land, and the establishment of such a form of Episcopacy in its stead, as might 
make the union of the two countries more complete, when James should become 
king of both. But in such au office the messenger behoved to go wisely and 
warily to work, as Elizabeth was aptto take fire at every movement that pointed 
to a succession in her throne. Another st;rious difficulty interposed in the very 
threshold of the archhishop's departure. He had dready been charged before 
the presbytery of St Andrews, as corrupt both in life and doctrine : the trial 
was removed to the synod, and was finally remitted to the General Assembly, 
at whose bar he must justify himself, or be deposed for non-appearance ; and 
he thus felt himself between the horns of a dilemma in which his compearance 
or absence might be equally fatal. If, however, he could only get the trial 
delayed until he bad accomplished his misaiou, he might then brave it, or quash 
it with impunity. He therefore called sickness to his ud, and pretended that 
lie waa going to the wells of Spa, in Germany, for the recovery of his health ; 
and this was nothing more than reasonable, even though he should take London 
by the way. Forth therefore he went, unhindered and nnanspectcd; and, if there 
is any truth In "The Legend of the Lymmar's Life," a satirical poem, written 
by Robert Semple, the archbishop's conduct during this embassy was anytlung 
but creditable to his employers. His chief tim, indeed, seems to bare been to 
replenish his extenuated purse ; and, provided this was accomplished, he waa 
by no means scrupulous about the means. Even horses, books, and gowns 
came into his permanent possesHOn under the name of loons. His approach to 
the palace fbi his first, and, as it ttimed out, his last audience, was equally 
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niueemly, fbr he advanced to the hBllowed walla of the virgin Queen with as 
little fasUdionsness, as if be bad been aboat to entet the dingy habitation cf 
Eome Scottish boron in one of the closes of the Canongate, so that a porter, 
who espied lum from the gate, rushed out and rebuked his indecorum with a 
cndgel. But, amidst all his Scspin-Uhe tricks tn ths GnsllBh metropolis, from 
which he oeenis to have derived for tlie time a comfortable revenue, Adamson 
wM not unmindful of the real object of his joumejr, which he pursued with a 
diligence woithj of a better cause. He endeavoured to enlist the prejudices of 
theQueenagainst the ministere of Scotland, and such of the nobility as favoored 
them ; he consulted with the bishops upon the best means of conforming the 
Scottish to the English chureh ; and, aware of the purpose of his own court to 
banish or «lenoe the best of the clergy, he wished them to send learned an<l 
able ministers to supply the pulpits of those who were to be displaced. Bat, 
not content with this, he endeavoured to bring the kirk of Scotland into dis- 
credit with the foreign Reformed chuichea of France, Geneva, and Zurich, by 
sending to them a list of garbled or distorted passages, as propositions extracted 
fram the Scottish confeaeion, and craving their opinion as to their soundness. 
It was a crafty device, and might have been attended with much mischief, had 
it not been that an antidote to the bane was at this Uma in England, in the 
person of Ht Andrew Helville, a more aocomplished scholar, as well as a more 
able and eloquent writer, than Adamson himself. Be drew up a true statement 
of the subjects propounded, and sent them U> the foreign churches, by which 
the arebblshop's design was speedily frustrated. But the work of mere eccle- 
siastical diplomacy does not seem to have been sufficient for the restless and 
scheming mind of Adamson, so that he was snspected of intriguing with the 
French and Spanish ambassadors, and connecting himself with the plot of 
Throckmorton, the object of which was the liberation of Mary, and the restora- 
tion of Popery. It was a strange period of plots and conspiracies, where Pro- 
testant, Papist, and Puritan, priest and layman, fbreignar and Engliahman, were 
often mingled together as in a teething and babbling cauldron, for (he concoction 
of a ohorm by which a cure for every public evil was to be effected. It was 
immediately on the detection of this Throckmorton conapiracy, and the appre- 
hension of its author, that the arehbishop secretly withdrew from England and 
returned home, after having been employed fhUy ux montlu in these, and other 
soch devices, in London. 

While Adamson had thus been occupied in England, in the establishment of 
Episcopacy, the government at home had not been idle ; and the worthless Earl 
of Arran, who, since the suppression of the Raid of Rathven, had returned to 
court, and acquired a greater ascendancy over the weak mind of James than 
ever, proceeded to put his plan in execution of silencing, imprisoning, and 
banishing the best and most distinguished of the Scottish clergy. It was thus 
that tile flocks were to be brought to helplessness, and a new order of shepherds 
introduced. The list of the persecuted was a large one ; but amtmg the most 
illnstriona of these were some of the most distinguished lights of the Scottish 
Reformation, such bs Andrew Melville,«John Davidson, Walter Balcanquhal, - 
and James Lawson. Of these we can only particularise the last, as bis closing 
scene was hut too intimately connected with the history of Patrick Adamson. 
lAwson had been the friend and fellow-Iabonrer of Knox, whom he succeeded 
as ministarof Edinbnigh ; and in this important charge, while he was closely 
connected willi all the principal ecclesiastlul movements of the period, he wu 
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diatingDiBhed by hit geotlenew, self-denial, and piety. But these were the very 
ooalities that now marked him oat tA a victim ; and the imperioDS Arran did 
not he^tate to threaten that, though his bead were as big as a hay -stack, hs 
\roiild make it fly from his diootdera. I^vraon knew that his life wag aimed 
at, and, Uke seTeial of his brethren thus circumstanced, he fled to England, and 
took up hii reridenee at London, in one of the lanes leading from Cheapude. 
Bat the uncongenial climate, and, above all, the defection of many of his flock 
doling his absence, so heavily afflicted him, that he fell into a disease, of wbicU 
he died in little more than a month. Upon his death-bed, the English who 
visited him were edified with his pious remarks, which they carefally treasured 
np for their femilies and acqudntances ; and his last prayers were for mercy to 
those who would neither enter the ktngdopa of God themselres, nor sufler others 
to enter therein. And will it be believed that Patrick AdamsoD, the man for 
whom in especial he had so prayed, conceived the idea of perverting such a 
death-bed to his own political purposes! But so it was. He sat down with 
the pen of a ready writer, and composed an elaliorate testament in Lawson's 
name, in which the dying man was made to abjure all his Presbyterian princi- 
ples, to grieve over Uiem as deadly sins, to recommend tbe government of the 
chnieh by bishops, and enjoin implicit obedience to the kin^t's anthority. It 
was indeed a bold exploit in literary forgery ; but, at this period and afterwards, 
when the pen outran the activity of the press, and communities were so separ- 
ated, it was easy to make a fraud of this kind, where the locality was transferred 
to London, to paas cnrrent in the streets of Eldinbuigb. There is no doubt that 
thus the archbishop had calculated; but, like many very cunning people, hp, 
in this instance, betrayed himself by his over-scrupuloua dexterity, and ivovo 
the web so finely, that in many places it was quite transpareot. Thus, not 
content with making Lawson recant all the principles of his well-spent life 
with a harry that was inconceivable, and laud Episcopal rule with an unction 
and earnestness which tbe Archbishop of Canterbury himself could not have 
snipasaed, he also made him, in exhorting his old co-presbyters, to vent a 
malignity of sentiment, and drolling bitterness of satire, anch aa, whether living 
or dying, Lawson could not and would not have used. But it fortunately hap- 
pened that proof still stronger than inferential evidence was at band, to convict 
this impadent forgery; for Lawaon himself bad written his last testament, 
which waa witnessed with the honoured names of Andrew Melville, Jtunej 
Carmiohael, John Davidson, and Walter Balcanquhal. 

After his return from England, Adarason did not lie idle ; he zealously joined 
thtt king and Anan in their penecution of the best adherents of the kirk, 
under which,not only the principal ministers, but also the chief of the nobility, 
were fngitivea in England. Bis pen also was soon in requisition for a more 
dignified work, at least, than that of blackening the memory of a departed 
brother ; it was to advocate, defend, and justify certtun obnoxious measures of 
Jaaifls and his favourite, that had passed through the parliament in 1S84, and 
were geoeiallj unpopular, both on account of their anti-presbyterian spirit iu 
religion, and their despotic tendencies in civil rule. This task Adamson accom- 
plished, and with sneh pinuaibility and ingenuity, that his apology was not 
only in high favour vritfa the king, but widely popular in England, so that it 
was inserted in the appendix of Holiuafaed's History as a true picture of tbe 
rel^ona state of Scotland. But this was not his only reward. Although ha 
waa still a suspended presbyter, with his trial by the General Assembly hanging 
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over him, and accoontod a veij Julian the Apostate hy his furmer brethren, 
yet he waa now to be confiimed in his primacy, with all the high right* and 
immanities that conld b« comprised within the office. Tliis waa annoniiced by 
B royal letter, under the grent seal, and, ae such, was indignantly termed by the 
miuiaten the King's Bull, "giving and granting to his well-beloved clerk and 
orator, Patrick, archbiabop of St Andrews, power, anthority, and jurisdiction 
to Biercise the same archbishopric by himself, his comraisuonen, and depatiea, 
in all matters eccleaiaatical, within the diocese of St Andrews, and sherifflomt 
which hare been heretofore annexed thereto." In this way he woald be able 
to sit as presiding moderator in that Assembly where he shoald have stood « 
a culprit, and silence the charges which he could not have answered. But this, 
liis cnlininating point, was also that of his downfall. Tha banished lords, who 
liad withdrawn themselves to England, now toolc counsel upon the oppressed 
state of their coantry, and resolved to redress it after the old Scottish fashion. 
They therefore approached the border, where they could commnnicste with 
their allies, and appoint mnateis of their retainers ; and at length, all being in 
leadinesa, Angus, Mar, Glammis, and the Hamiltons entered Scotland, and 
rapidly marched to Stirling, at the head of eight thousand armed men, to reason 
with their misguided sovereign. He soon found himself, like many of his 
ancestors, the pupil of Force and Necessity, and was compelled to yield to their 
stem remonstrances; while Arran was again, and for the lost time, banished 
into that obscurity from which he should never have been summoned. 

The retam of the exiled lonis, and the banishment of Arran from court, 
produced a breathing interval to the kirk ; and the ministers who had been 
' dispersed, warded, or silenced, were enabled to resume tlieir charges unqnel- 
tioned. It was now time, therefore, to redress tlie evils that had been inflicted 
upon the church, and these too by members of its own body, during the last 
two years of trial, if its polity and discipline were to be something more than 
an empty name. It was a stem duty, as Adamson was soon to feeL He had 
laboured for the aversion of the kirk, and the persecution of ita ministns, under 
an unconstitutional authority against which he liad protested and sohsorihed; 
nnd for all this he must answer before tlie court to which the aseiie of sach 
delinquencies pertained. The synod of St Andrews, which had been closed 
during the persecution, was to be re-opened, and their fiiat work waa to he the 
trial of their own archbishop, whom their laws recognised as a simple presbyter, 
and nothing more. This solemn meeting was therefore convoked in April, 1586, 
to which a great concourse assembled; and thither also came the archbishop, 
" with a great pontificality and big countenance," for he boasted that he waa in 
his own city, and possessed of the king's favour, and therefore needed to fear 
no one. He also placed himself close by the preacher, who was Ur James 
Helville, as if determined to outbrave the whole assembly. The diaconrae was 
a vindication of the polity of the ohttrch, aud a rehearsal of the wninga It bad 
suffered; and then, "coming in particular," says Helville himself, "to our own 
kirk of Scotland, I turned to the bishop, sitting at my elbow, and directing my 
speech to him personalty, I recounted to him, shortly, his life, actions, and pro- 
ceedings against the kirk, taking the assembly there to witness, and his own con- 
science before God, if he was not an evident proof and example of that doctrine ; 
whom, bein^ a minister of the kirk, the Dragon had so stung with the poison 
and venom of avarice and ambition, that, swelling exorbitantly oat of meastire, 
threatened the wreck and destmction of the whije body, unless he were time- 
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onal; and with courage ovt off." To this formidable appeal, the arehhlBhop 
HidMTDored to answer, but it waa only witb friTolous objections, and threats 
of the king's displeaaarv, while liia courage was so utterly gone that he could 
ecarcely ait, &r leas stand on his feeL But the busineaa commenced, the pro- 
ce» was entered into, and Adamson left the meeting. He was invited to return, 
bot he Bent for answer that the synod was no judge to him, but he to it. He 
not only peraialed in refiivng to appear, but sent such anaweia to the charges 
i^nst him as only aggraTated the offence. Nothing remained but to inflic: 
npra him the final sentence of the cbnrch, which was done accordingly. After 
enumerating his offencea, it thus concluded : — " Therefore, and for divers other 
nolorioDS alanden whereof he was to be accused, and revised to underly any 
lawful trial, the assembly, in the fear of God, and in the name of Christ Jeans, 
moved by aeal to the glory of God, and purging of His hirk, ordains the said 
sentence of excommunication instantly to be put into execution in the &ce of 
the anembly ; and, by the mouth of Mr Andrew Hunter, minister at Cornoble, 
at command and appointment of the assembly, declares him to be one of those 
whom Christ commandeth to be holden by all and every one of the faithful ad 
an ethnic or publican." 

The doom so long suspended had thushllen at last; but atill the primate would 
not yield. He rallied himself for a desperate counter- movement, and penned, 
by his own sole authority, a sentence of excommunication against tlie two 
Helvillea, and some of his principal accusers in the synod, which he sent by a 
boy, accompanied by two of his jackmen ; but when this strange and most 
informal missive was read in the church, the audience were aa little moved by 
it, as if he bad excommunicated the atones of the building. He also sent a 
complnint against these proceedings to the king, with an appeal from the 
aDthority of the synod to his majesty, the estates, and the privy council. On 
the arrival of Sabbath, he prepared for a decisive effort, by preaching in ths 
church in spite of the sentence. But just when he was about to ascend the 
pulpit, a mischievous rumour reached his ear, that several gentlemen and 
dticens had assembled in the New CoU^e, to take him but of the pulpit, and 
hang him; and terrified with the tidings, he not only called his friends and 
jackmen to the rescue, but fled from the church, and took refuge in the steeple. 
And yet, the whole cause of the stir was nothing more than the assembling of 
n few gentlemen and citizens in the New College, to attend the preaching of 
Andrew Melville, insteadof that of an excommunicated man! The archbishop'ci 
friends followed him to the steeple, to assure him of his safety ; buCso desperate 
was his fear, that they coold scarcely drag him ont by force. While he was 
half-led, half-carried down the High Street, and through the north gate towards 
hi* castle, an unlucky stray hare, terrified at the coming din, suddenly started 
up, and fled before them. Even this incident could impart some gravity to the 
scene. It was a popular belief at that time in Scotland that a witch, when 
pnraned, nsaally assumed the form of a hare, more effiectnally to ensure her 
eee^e ; and the appearance of the poor animal at such a time and place, made 
the people declare that it was no other than the prelate's witch, abandoning her 
master, to make good her own safety. 

We have already stated that Adamson appealed against the sentence of 
excommunication, to the authority of the king. In this singular appeal, he 
deoUmed with great learning and marvellous plausibility about the right of 
royalty to interpose against eccleriastical, as well as civil tyranny ; and as be had 



.y Google 



32 PATRICK ADAM80W. 

(dready made out, m he thouglit, his own cate to be one of nodne eoclcriaotieal 
oppiession. on the part of his eneraieB, the conclneion waa plain, Uiat the kion 
could lawiiilly relensa him from the spiritual sentence. He wound up bit 
reaaonlng with th« following snpposition. to which, he well knew, Jsmes would 
not be insensible : "Beseeching your miyeaty to conudet and weigh with yonr 
Highnesa' sel^ nobility, and council, how dangerous a thing It is to put nich a 
sword in such men's l^ds, or to sufler them to usurp further than their duty ; 
whereby it may come to pass, that as rashly and unorderly they have pretendedly 
sicommunicBted the firatmanofyonr majesty's parliament (albeit unworthy), so 
there rests nothing of their next attempt to do the same to your majesty's self." 
The king's pride was roused at inch a thought, as well aa his kingcraft for the 
lestoratiOD of Epiacopacy, now at a stand through the jeopardy of his archbishop ; 
and therefore he arrogantly required the ministers to rescind their eentence, 
threatening them with the deprivation of their rights and stipends in the event 
of a refosal. The General Aaserobly met in May the same year, when these 
conditions were proposed, and the members were in sore strait how to act in 
such a dilemma; for moat of the restored lords, after being replaced in their 
posseesiont, had left the chnrch to shift for itself. At length, a medium courae 
wasadopted by the ABsemblj,and that, too, only by a small majority. It was 
tliat the archbishop " ahonid be holden and repute iu the same oase and con- 
dition that he was In before the holding of the Synod of St Andrews, without 
prejadiee, decerning, or j udging anything of the proceedings, process or sentence 
of the said synod." It was a strange decision, by which Adamson was allowed 
to teach, preach, and exercise his clerical functions, excoromnnioated though 
he still was ; while the pulpito, by royal decree, were not only to be patent'to 
his entrance, but the students of St Andrews were commanded to attend his 
lectures in the Old College as heretofore. This violenee, as might be expected, 
produced counter- violence, ao that libels were thrown not only into the arch- 
bishop's cliamber, bat the pnlpita in which he ofEciated, threatening bim with 
death for his intrusion. And oa if all this had not been enough, he added to 
bia further diaqualificationa, by inability to payhis debts, in conseqnenceof which 
he was, according to the practice of tiie Scottish law, denounced a rebel, and 
put to the horn. Thia case was brought before the Assembly of June, 1587, 
becaase many people had demurred to attend hie ministrations, while he laboured 
nnder snch degrading diiabilities. The Assembly, however, decided that these 
were of a civil, rather than an ecclesisstical character, and raCerred them to the 
!:ing for adjustment. 

Id the very esme year and month, while Adamson was in this miserable 
p1ighU-an excommunicated miniater and on outlawed prelate — the first man 
in the parliament, and yet a denounced rebel because he could not pay his 
debts — a gleam of royal sunshine fell upon him, which was destined to be the 
last. The celebrated Du Bartea visited Scotland ; and Jsmes, delighted with the 
arrival of eo digtinguished s acUolar and poet, received him with princely dis- 
tinction, and entertained him as his guest. While they were in Fife, the king 
waa desirouB that Du Bartes should see the two most accompliahed scholars in 
Scotland — and these were inconteatibly to be found at St Andrews, in Andrew 
Helville and Patrick Adamson. Thither accordingly the royal eorltg* rep^red ; 
and the first notice which Helville had of the vitiit was firom the king himoelt, 
who bluntly told him that he had come with the illustrions foreigner, to have 
n lesson from him In his class-room. Startled by such a brief warning, Melville 
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■ would hare «xeaMd himtalf, on the pie* that be had already deliTeredhii onii- 
uaiT lecture in the foreooou. " ^hat ia aU one," oud the Icing ; " I mutt have 
K leMon, and be you here within an houi for that effect-" In leM than an honr, 
the profeBMr wag in nadineas ; the diitingnisbed riutors and the stadenta were 
aMambled; and Melville commenced BnchaleirtuTe,a« mode the king wishhim- 
•elf oDM more among the deer in Falkland. It wai an eloquent extemporan»- 
oue oration, in which he vindicated Cbrist'g right of aovereignty over hie own 
thatch, and iefat«d and ezpcned the acta of parliament that had been lately 
enacted eubver^ve of the kirk'a authority. James went home in no very 
pleuant mood, and remained in a fume the whole evening. On the next morn- 
ing it was Adamjon'e turn, who waa not likely to trespaM in the Kune fashion. 
During the interval, he had prepared a "tightened-np abridgment" of hia 
previona year's lectures, in which he attempted to vindicate the royal mpremacy 
in ecclesiastical affaira, and justify the steps that had been taken for that pnr- 
pcao, Andrew Uelville, wlio attended as an auditor, look notes of the arch- 
bishop's arguments; and without further stndy, caosed the college twU to ba 
mng after a short interval, to annonnce a newlectnre, Ths king, who bed not 
yet digested the lesson of yesterday, sent a warning to Helville to b« moderate, 
otherwise he would discharge him ; to which the otbei nplied, that his m^esty's 
ear had already been abased by Adamson'e errors and nntrnths, which he could 
not allow to pass unquestioned, unless his breath were stopped by death itself 
— bat that still, he should be careful to behave himself most moderately and 
reverendly to his majesty !n all respects. The king wns satisfied with this 
assurance, and repured to the clai»-room, where Adamson was also in attend- 
ance ; and he craved and obtained the royal permission to reply, should any 
thing be alltged against his doctrine. The two strong champions were now 
standing front to front in the lists — and never had king of Scotland so delighted 
in the hnrtllng together of man and horse, and the shivering of spean, as did 
Jamea in the prospect of an intellectual tonmament, where dexterous syllo- 
gisms and home-thmst argnments were the only blows in circulation. But 
her^ Melville changed bis tactics, in a way that would have puszled the 
meet experienced master of fence. He had no longer a controversy with Epis- 
copacy, bnt with Popery, the great common enemy of Protestantism at laige ; 
and thus secure of the sympathy of his audience, he extracted from the works 
of the Popish authota the strongest argnmenta they had addnced In defence of 
their system, for the purpose of refuting them. But these argnmenta wen the 
very same which Adamson had used in the forenoon, in bvour of the spiiitoal 
government of kings and biahopa I There, however, they stood among the 
ranks of the uncircumciied ; and as such, they were attacked with an amount 
of scripture and learning, and a force and fervour of eloqaence, as completely 
•wept them off the field. It waa now the archbishop's turn to bestir himself, 
bnt hewasdumb— dumb as the bench he sat upon. At last, the king advanced 
to tlie rescue ; and afUr making several logical dutingiKt, upon which he 
harangued for some time, ha ended by commanding the students to reverenoe 
and obey his archbishop. When James departed, Du Bartes stayed behind « 
whole hour, conversing with Andrew Helville, after which, he mounted Ms 
hors^ and rejoined his majesty. The king wished to know the opinion of Um 
foreigner upon the two men thay had heard ; to which Da Bartes replied. That 
they were both learned men, but that the prelate's lectares wei» conned and 
prepared, while Melville had a great and ready store of aU kinda of learning 
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within him ; and that his ipirit and cottnge wan far above the other. In this 
correct estimate Jamu completely agreed. ^ 

From tbii period, the life of Adamson was but s brief snd mmmfiil rceord. 
After hiB late diacomfiture, he became weaij of tescbing in the oollego, and i 
seems to hare remitted it in a great meBsnre to his snceessful riraL The mini»- j 
tratioHB of the pulpit eonld not console him, aa the andieDOta either smided him > 
u an escammnnicBted man, or tarried and lUtenad as to the Toioe of an intruder. I 
Fresh GomplMBta vrare made against him in the ohorch courts, of haTing col- 
lated anworthj pertons to benefices within his diocese. And, to crown all, be 
fiDalljlost the fcrour and protertion of the king, whom he hod sarrad oal j too 
well, bat who was oow wevi; of an archbishop baried under debt and disgnee, 
and whose season of working seemed well nigh over. Broken in health wa well 
aa in spirit, it might faaTe been thought that James would at least hare aoSered 
sneh a Uthflil serrant to depart in peace ; hot as if his own D^rstafnl band, 
utd no other, ought to deal the final blow, he alienated from him whaterer of 
the rerenue* of his diocese he was still permitted to enjoy, and bestowed them 
upon the young Dnke of Lennox, the son of his earbr ftvourite. In IfiSl, 
Adamson was d^ing a heart'broken man, and anable to proonre foi himself and 
his ftmily even the common neoesaaries of life. Bat besides hoUow friend^ he 
had generona enemies, and these last came forward in the hoar of hia extiemity. 
Such especially were the two MelviUea, whom he had penecntsd in the season 
of hia ascendancy, bnt who now supparted him for seTeral months, at their own 
expense. At last, be was ledneed to such miseraUe shifts, that be entreated a 
dtaritable collection to be made for him amonf; the brethren in the town of St 
Andrews; and aa an indncement, he offe«d to repair to the pnlpit, and there 
roaka open coniesnon of his oSvnces. This, indeed, his licknen prevented him 
jiom aeeompli^ing ; but he tendered an eqaivalent, in a distinct " B«canta- 
tion," which he snbecribad, and sent to the ^nod of St Andnwa. Besidee thus 
showing how little he hud cared for Episcopacy, and how mnch he bad need it 
foThisownaggrandiEement,he evinced the fonwof htseariy and loHg^«onetaled 
convictiona in favonr of Presby terianism, by the remorse which he now felt at 
ihe thought of his exeommnnic&tion, and his eamestnesB to be absolved from 
the sentance ; and to this effect he sent a supplication to the presbyteiy of St 
Andrews, They deputed two of the brethren, one of whom was JamM Mel- 
ville, to easmine him, and, if they judged fit, to release him. As soon as the 
dying man saw MaWille, he rose up in bed, plucked the night-cap ^m his 
head, and eiclaimed, " Forgive, forgive me, for God's sake, good Hi James, for 
I have offended and done wrong to you many ways ! " Melville spoke to him 
of his sin against Christ and his ehuroh, eihorted him to repentance, with the 
BMunnca of memj from God if ha repented, and forgave him with all his heart 
Ult excommunication was then spoken of, and he was asked if be acknowledged 
its lawfulness. To this, his emphatic reply, which he repeated again and again, 
was, " Loose me, for Christ's sake !" His state and petition were folly reported 
to the presbytery, and he was forthwith absolved. Even yet, as appears from 
his " Recantation," he had hoped to struggle throngh this his last illness ; and 
he prafesaed in it his earnest desire and purpose to commence a better life, and 
repair the evils he had inflLoted upon religion and the chnreh. Bat his new- 
bora uneerity was not to be thns triad, and he died in the lowest depths of his 
humiliation and repentance. His character ia thus strongly and briefly summed 
up by James Melville, who knew him well, and witnessed his career fhim its 
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bright to its mournful termtn»tion : — " This man liad manj great gifts, but espe- 
cially excelled in the tongue And pen ; and jet, for abnung of the same against 
Chriit, all nae of both the one and the other was taken &om him, nhen he was 
a greatest misery, and had most need of them. In the latter end of his life, his 
neareot fnends were no comfort to him, and his supposed greatest enemies, to 
whom indeed he offered greatest occasion of enmity, were his onlj friends, and 
reoompeneed good for evil, ecpeclally toy nnele Andrew, bnt found small tokens 
of any spiritual comfort in him, which chiefly he would hare wished to have 

n at his end. Thus God dellTcred his kirk of a most dangeroos enemy, who. 
If he had tieen endowed with « common civil pieceof honesty in his dealing and 
conrenation, he had more means to have wrought mischief in a kirk or coi 
tiy, than any I have known or heard of in onr island." 

Am will be snrniiied from the foregoing account, Patrick Adamson was both 
an able and ■ volumiuons writer ; but most of his productions wen merely 
written for the day, and have passed away with the occasions in which they 
originated. Soma of them he never purposed to acknowledge, while others 
remained unpuhli^ed in manuscript. Most of these he confessed and regretted 
inhis'*It«cantBtton,"decIaring, that if it should please God to restore tuBhealth, 
he would change hie style, "as Cajetanns did at the Council of Trent." His 
principal writings were collected and published, in one qnarto volume, by Thomas 
VolKaenus (Wilson) in IGIO ; but notwithstanding their undonbted excellence, 
it may be questioned if they are now at all known beyond the library of the 
antiquary. It appears, that on becoming minister of Paisley, Adamson married 
Ihe daughter of a lawyer, who survived him, and by whom he had a fimilyi 
I ut all record of them has passed away, so that he may be lud to have been the 
hist, as he was the first of his nee. The precise date of his death has not been 
mentioned ; bnt it was in the latter pnrt of the year 1591. Such was the career 
and end of the great antagonist and rival of Andrew Melville. 

AIDAN, Saint, Bishop of Ltudisfame in the seventh century, was originally 
a monk in die island of lona, and afterwards became a missionary in England. 
To understand aright, the history and labours of this self-devoted Christian 
minionary, it is necessary to glance at the condition of England, and especially 
of Northumbria, at the commencement of his ministry. England had been but 
lately converted to Christianity, through the labours of Augustin and forty 
monks, who had been sent to Britain, for that purpose, by Pope Gregory tb« 
Great. The conversion of the seven kingdoms of the hepta.chy, into which 
England was divided by the Saxon conquerors, hod been effected with unex- 
ampled rapidity, but through the simplest agency. The monks, in the first 
instance, addressed themselves to the sovereign of the state; and when he 
renounced his heathen errors, and submitted to baptism, his people implicitly 
followed the example. But such sodden and wholesale conversions n 
extremely precarious; and it sometimes happened that, when the king apos- 
tatised or died, the people returned to their former worship of Thor and Odin 
as promptly as they had forsaken it. Such was especially the case in North- 
umbria, the largest kingdom of the heptarchy, and the scene of Aldan's labours. 
Edwin, the best and moat illustrious sovereign of his day, after a life of strango 
peri] and adventure, had won his hereditary Northumbrian crown, and been 
converted to Christianity by the Italian missionary Paulinus ; and, on becoming 
a Christian, the happiest change was soon perceptible among his hitherto un 
tamable subjects. They received their sovereign's creed without murmur o' 
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debate; "nnd in thli time," nys the old chronicler Fabyan, "was i 
p«ac« Id the kingdom of Edwin, that a woman night have gone from o 
to another without grief or noyaunce; and, for the refreaUing of way-goen, 
this Edwin ordained, at clear wells, cnpi, or dishee of braaa or iron, to be fas- 
tened to posts standing by the said wells* aides ; and no man was so hardy as 
to take away thaw cupa, he kept m> good justice." In short, he seems to hara 
been the Alfred of an earlier and rndn period. But, in the height of his power 
and nsefalneas, tha terrible Fenda, king of Mercia, and great champion of the 
ancient paganism, came against him in arms, and Edwin waa defeated and slain 
in a, great battle, fought at Hatfield or Heathfield, near the river Trent. Tlie 
consequence was, that the Northurabiians relapsed into their former barbarism 
so rapidly, that every trace of Christianity would soon have been effaced from 
among them, had it not been that Oswald, the nephew of Edwin, came forward 
to vindicate the liberties of hia falling country. This brave young prince, who 
headed the Christian cansa agwnst the Pagan, advanced to give battle to Cad- 
nnllader, king of North Walea, in whom his people had fonnd the most relent- 
less of their enemies. The Christian army which Oswald headed was very 
emnll, while that of Cadwallader was numerous, and its king waa an able 
leader and auccessful conqueror. Aware of the disparity, and congcious of their 
own weakness, Oswald and his soldiers knelt in prayer, and humbly committed 
themselves tn tlia God of the Christians, after which they assailed the enemy 
with full confidence, near Hexham. The Welsh were completely routed, their 
king was slain, and the victorious prince was recrived aa king by the two nniied 
states of Deira and Bernicia. 

The piety of Oswald attribnted this signal success to the aid of the tme God, 
mhom ho had invoked ; and the fiiat movement of his reign was to arrest the 
growing heathenism of his people, and recal them to the Christian faith. For 
litis purpose he applied, however, not to tlie Italian monks, as his uncle hod 
done, but to the Culdeea of lona; among whom he hod been sheltered In his 
early youth, during the disasters of his family, and by whom he bad been care- 
fully educated. The message waa gladly received by the Culdee brethren, and 
ConWan, a learned monk of their order, waa forthwith sent to Northumbri^ 
Dut the san^ mannera of the people appalled him, their inability to compre- 
hend hia instructions diKgoated him, so that, despairing of their conversion, he 
speedily returned home. While he waa giving an account of his mission, and 
describing the Northumbriana aa a nee of impracticable savages, a voice of 
rebuke waa suddenly heard in the assembly; "Brother, it seems tome that 
your want of success was owing to a want of condescension to yonr headers. 
You should first have fed them with milk, according to the apostolic rule, until 
they were fitted to receive stronger food." All eyes were turned upon the 
speaker, who was Aidan. It waa unanimously agreed by the assembly tiiat he 
was the fittest peraon to attempt the conversion of the Northumbrians, and, ( 
the charge being proposed to him, he cordially agreed. He arrived in England 
A.D. 634, and repaired to the court of king Oswald. And now a missionary 
work commenced in the Northumbrian kingdom each as missionary annals con 
seldom parallel, for both king and monk went hand in hand in the duty. Aidan, 
being a Celt, was eitlier wholly ignorant of the Saxon language of his hearers 
or imperfectly acquainted with it; but, when he preached, Oswald was ready 
to interpret his addi'esses. The happiest results attended these joint laboun. 
The ancient idolatry was ntterly thrown aside, and Christianity established 
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«T«r Deint and Dernteia, Slitt riirtber to confirm this disnga, Aidan preTaUed 
upon th« king' to tnnsfer the eptscopnl Eee from York to LindUfame, or Holy 
Itland, a bleak pen'mauU apon the coaat of NorthumberUnd, which probably 
the CuldM preferred from ite reaeniblance to hie own belored lona; and her^ 
accordingly, a monaaUr; was erected, which Aidan supplied with monks from 
liis own conntry. It is to be obserred, also, that the form of Christianity thus 
established in Northumbria was different &om that which the Italinn priests 
had established over ths rest of England. It was accordid); to the primitive 
institutes of Saint Columba, and therefore essantially presbyterian in its form 
and discipline. Aidan, although he succeeded to the metropolitan rule of the 
extensive archbishopric of York, was eontentad to continue a simple presbyter, 
and nothing mors. He held no intercoune with the Roman pontiff, and ae- 
knowledged no saperiority of episcopal authority. He repudiated those showy 
ceremonies and artificial forms nhich were so congenial to the Italian character, 
and which the foreign priests had been so careful to introdues into England. 
And, above all, instead of paying homage to tradition, as aa authority iDdapen- 
dent of tJie Word, he would receive nothing as a religious rule save that which 
waa contained in the sacred writings. Such was the religion of the Cnldess; 
md in this form it was introduced into Northumbria- by AidsQ and Oswald, 
•vho were both of them Culdees. But even if these important peculiarities had 
bceuleftnndieturbedbythe Western church, that aimed at universal conformity 
and nniretsal rale, there were certain trivialities belonging to the Culdeeism of 
Northnroberland that, sooner or later, was sure to provoke the hostility of the 
rest of Enghind. The priests of the order of Columba ahaTed their foreheaHs 
in the form of s half-moon, after the Extern iashion, instead of baring tlie 
Western tonsure, that was meant to represent a crown of thorns. Their sssson 
also of Iceeping Easter was according to the Ariatic calculation, and not that of 
ihe West. These were peculiarities which every eye could detect at once, and 
were therefore sufficient matteie for controveny among a Bimpls people, whose 
views could penetmte no fitrther ; and, accordingly, the Easter and tOBSurs 
controversy became. In a few yeara after, the great subject of religious debate in 
England, by which the Culdeaa were expelled from the country. These dis- 
turbances, however, did not occur nntil both king and monk bad entered into 
their reot. 

After the death of Oswald, who was slain in battle, the kingdom of North* 
nmbria waa once more parted into two sovereignties, those of Dein and Bcr- 
nicia; in the former of which Oawin was ^pointed king, and, in the latter, 
Oawio. It was, however a peaceful conjunction ; and Aidan Still continued, as 
befcres to preside over the cbnrcli of Nortbumtierland. The character of Oswin 
itppean to have fully resembled that of his amiable predecessor, and the bishop 
of Lindisfama seems to have loved him with a still higher aSeeti on than even 
that which be bore for Oswald. Anudst the obsearity of that remote period, 
and the shadowy character of its octois, Bede tells us a touching story, in which 
the simple maonera of the times, as well aa the interconne between tbe kii^ 
and the bishop, are brought ont in strong relief. Oswin had once presented t« 
Aidan a fine horse. It happened that one day, as the Culdee was riding forth, 
he met a poor man, who asked of him an alms, and Aidan, liaving no money, 
bestowed on him ttie horse and its rich trappings. The king, on hearing of 
this, was displeased, and could not refrain from expressing his resentment when 
Aidan next dined with him. "Why were you so lavish of my fiivour," ho 
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Mid, "aa to give awnj my pad to*b^^T? If you mnet needs mount him on 
honeback, oould yon not have given him one of leas valu« 1 Or, if lie wuited 
nny other relief, yon might have supplied him otherniie, and not hare parted 
Q easily with my gift." "Yon have not careliilly considered this matter,** 
replied Aidan, " for otherwise yon could not set a greater value on the son of a 

re, than on a son of God," In this way the aSair ended for the present. 

: long after, when the king returned from hunting, he saw the bishop, and, 
ramembering what had lately occurred, he laid aside bis sword, threw himself 
t the good man's feet, and asked his forgiveness for the mde words he had 
uttered. Aldan, grieved to see the king in this posture, immediately raised 
him, and declared that the whole matter was forgot. After this interview, 
however, Aidan was observed to be very sad ; and, on being asked the canse by 
•ome of his monks, he burst into tears, and replied, " How can I be otherwise 
I than afflicted ? I foresee that Oswin's life will be short, for never have I beheld 

rince ao hamble. His temper is too heavenly to dwell long among ns, and, 
truly, the nation does not deserve the blessing of such a ruler." This monmful 
prediction was soon after accomplished by the death of Oswin, who wsa amas- 
slnated in August, 451 ; and Aidan took the matter so deeply to heart, that he 
died a fortnight after. 

Such is the little that we know of Sunt Aidan, the apostle of NorthumlKr' 
l.uid, and bishop of Lindiefame. Tliat he was great and good, and that he 
accomplished much, is evident from the old chronicles, and especially from the 
liiatory of venerable Bede, from whom the foregoing anconnt has been chiefly 
gathered. The Venerable has also added to his account three miracles per- 
lormed by Aidan, one of which occurred after his death; but with these It ii 
unnecessary to trouble the modem reader. It is more agreeable to turn to his 
rharacter, as drawn by Bede himEelf, who lived during the dose of the same 
century, and knew Aidan well, not only fi^im the testimony of his apostolic 
lahonrs, but the reports of the old men, who liad heard his words, and witnessed 
Ills doings: — "These things I have written," he says, "tonching the person and 
actions of the man aforesaid, praising in his actions what is praiseworthy, and 
committing it to posterity for the behoof of those who read ; to wit, hla concern 
for peace and charity, for abstinence and humility ; his utter freedom from 
wrath and avarice, from pride and vain-glory ; his readiness alike to obey and 
teaoh the Divine commands ; his diligence in reading and watching ; his true 
Kacetdotal authority in checking the proud and powerful, and, at the same 
lime, his tendameea in comforting the afflicted, and relieving or defending the 
poor. To eay all in few words, as far as we hare been informed by those who 
peiMnally knew him, he took care to omit no part of his duty, but, to the 
utmost of hie power, performed everything commanded in the writings of the 
evangelists, apostles, and prophets." 

AlKMAN, WiuiAM, a painter, of considerable merit, of the last century, 
' was bom, in Aberdeenshire, October 24, 1682. His father was William Aikman 
of Csimey, a man of eminence at the Scottish bar, who educated his son to follow 
his own profession. But a predilection for the line arts, and a love of poetry, 
which gained him the friendship of Ramsay and Thomson, induced the youth to 
[;iva up studying for the law, and turn his attention to painting. Having pro- 
secuted his studies in painting for a time at home under Sir John Medina, and 
hlso in England, he resolved to visit Italy, that he might complete his education 
as na artist, and f«rm his taste, by an examination of the classic modek of anti- 
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qnity ; and accoidinglj', in 1707, haring sold hi> paternal estate near Aibioalh, 
that he might leave home nntrammelled, he went to Rome, where, during n 
ffcriad of three yeari,he put himself under the tuition of the best masters. He 
afterwards visited Conetantinople and Sniyroa,irhere the gentlemen of the Eng- 
lish foctorj wished him to engage in the Turkey trade ; an overture which bo 
declined ; and returning to Rome, he there renewed his studiea for a time. In 
1712, he revisited his native country, and coinmenc«d praetiiinghis profesnon; 
but, though his works were admired by the discerning few, he did not meet with 
adequate encouragement, the public being too poor at that time to purchase ela- 
borate works of art, and the taste Kir each works being then too imperfectly 
formed. At Uiis period he formed an intimacy with Allan Ramaay, whose por- 
trdt he afterwards painted, John, Dukoof Argyla, who equally admired the 
nrtiet and esteemed the man, regretting that such talents should be lost, at length 
prevuled npon Aikman, in 1723, to move with all his family to London. There, 
under the auspices of his distinguished friend, be associated with the most emi- 
nent British painters of the age, particularly Sir Godfrey Kneller, whose studies 
and dispositions of mind were congenial with his own. The duke also recom' 
mended him to mooy people of the first rank, particularly the Earl of Bur- 
lington, so well known for his taste in architecture; and he was thus able 
to be of much lerrice to Thomson, who came to London soon after himself, aa a 
literary adventurer. He introduced the poet of " The SeaaeoB" to the brilliant 
literary circle of the day — Pope, Swift, Gay, Arbathnot, &o. — and, what was 
perhaps of more immediate service, to Sir Robert Walpole, who aimed at being 
thought a friend to men of genius. Among the more intimate friends of Alk- 
man, was William Somerville, author of " The Chase," from wliom he received 
an elegant tribute of th« muse, on hia painting a full-length portrait of the poet 
in the decline of life, carrying him bock, by the assistance of another portrait, 
to his youthful days. This poem was never published in anj edition of Somer- 
ville's works, Aikman painted, for the Earl of Burlington, a la^ picture of 
the royal family of England; all the younger branches being in the middle 
compartment, on a very large canvas, and on one hand a fall-length portr^t of 
Queen Caroline; the picture of the king (George II,) — tliat king who never 
could endure " boetry or bainting," as he styled the two arts in his broken Eng- 
lish — intended for the oppowte ride, was never finished, owing to the death of 
the artist. This was perhaps the last picture brought towards a close by Aikman, 
and it is allowed to have Iwen in bis best style; it came Into the possession of the 
Duke of Bevonahire by a marriaga alliance with the Burlington family. Some of 
his earlier works are in the possesaion of the Argyle and Hamilton fiunilies in 
Scotland; hia more mature mid mallow prodnctions are chiefly to be found in 
England, and a large portion at Blickling, in Nwfolk, the seat of the Earl of 
Buckinghamshire ; these are chiefly portraits of noblemen, ladies, and gentlemen, 
friends of the earL Hedied June 4, 1731, at his house, in Leicester Fields, and, 
by his own desire, his body was taken to Scotland for interment ; his only son, 
John (by his wife Harion Lawson, daughter of Hr I^wion, of Caimmuir, in 
Peeblesshire), whose death immediately preceded bis own, was buried in the same 
grave with him, in, the GreylriatB' churchyard, Edinburgh. A monument waa 
erected over the remains of Iif r Ailcman, with the following epitaph by Mallet, 
which has been long since obliterated : — 
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Bi TiiiiM « bj nitar* clou alllBd 

Tha punMr'* laniiu, but wicoouC th« prld*. 

Worth Bnambitloiu, wit (frud to (hlna, 

Honanr*! Glear lisbc, ■nd friaadihip'i nraitb dirlo*. 

Tha »□, fiur-riiiDg, knaw too thort n d4te; 

But O bow imr* Miare tba pvani'i fatcl 

Us nw bira.tom vntiinslj from bii ud*. 

fait all > fatbar*! anguuh— wspt, mud died. 

The followiDg nraa, in which Thomson bawaila him trith nil the warmtbof 
gmUfuI friendihip, are oaly partially printed in Uut poet'* works ; — 

O could I draw, mj /Hand, tbr lanDina mind, 
Jait M tha lirioi faraii bji thaa dailfnadt 
or Ripbaari B(ur«f oana should filrar •Una, 
Nor TlEiu*! oolDnn loniar Uft than thin*. 
A miDd Id wbdom old. In laniaoM yonng, 
Fromferrld trulb, wheuce aiary tirtue iprosii * 

Whera all wii rml, modait, plain, lincare; 
'Worth iboTa allow, and goodiiaii nntaTara. 
Tiswad round and ronnd, u lucid dlunondi ibow, 
Btill, af you turn Iham, a rcfojrlng glow : 
So did bll miud leflect with Kent rar, 
Id Tarioni Tirtat), Uaatan'i atcroil day. 
Whctbar tn high dltcouria it aoarad lublinw 
And iprung lupatleot o'ar tbe boandi of tlma. 
Or wudniiig nature o'er with rapturad aja, 
Adored tha hand tbat turned yoo iiura tVj -. 
Whether to iocLal Joj ha bent liii tbougbc. 
And tba right poiia tbat mlngUng puiioni iongh^ 
Qbt ooniana blaat, or. In tbe thougbtful grora. 
Bid the heart open erary lonrce of luTa: 
In Tarjring lighla, atill lel before our ajei 
The juit. the good, tlie toeial, and tha wIh. 
For lucb a death who can, who would refute, 
Tha friend a tear, a tcth tha mournrul muie ? 
Tit pay wa mnit aclinawledgnient to Heaven, 
Tbongh saatoh'd lO aoon, that Aishxi e'er wM gltap. 
Gratefnl from uatBre'a banquet let ui riie. 
Nor leara the banquet with reluctant ayet: 
A friend, when dead, In but remofed from Ngbt, 
Bui.li in the Initra of eternal light ; 
And, whan tha parting itarni) of lif j are o'er, a 

May yet r>'Jo1n ni on a happier there. 
Ai thoea we lore decay, we die in part; 
String after itrlng ii lerered from tbe heart ; 
Till Uwcened life at laal— but breathing clay- 
Without one pang is glad to tall away. 
Unhappy ha who latest feels the blow. 
Whose ayes hare wept o'er eTary friend laid low; 
Dragged lingering on from parUal death to death. 
And, dying, all he caa radgn Is breath. 

In hii atyle of painting, Aikrosn wems to have aimed at imitating natnra in 
lier most limple forms ; hia lights are eofl, his shades mellow, and his colonnD^ 
mild and harmonioue. His touch has neillier the force nor the barshDcsa of 
Rabens ; nor does be, like Reynolds, adorn his portrsita with the elq[anc* of 
adrantitioua graces. His compodtions are distingai£hed by a placid tranquillity. 
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nttMrtbanaBtriking'brillUuioyof efiiect; and hla portisita may be mon readily 
mlataken for those of Kneller than for the worics of any other eminent artist. 

AITON, WILLUU, an eminent horticulturist and botouiit, was bom, in l731t 
at a Tillage in the neighbourhood of Hamilton. Having been regularly bred to 
tha profession of a gardener, as it was and still is practised by nitmbeis of his 
eonntiymen, with a nnion of manual skill and scientific knowledge, he removed 
to England in 1754, and, in the year following, obtdned the notice of the cela> 
brated Philip Miller, then superintendent of the physio garden at Chelsea, who 
employed him for some time as an assistant. The instructions which he received 
from that eminent gardener laid the foundation, it ia said, of his future fortune. 
Hii industry and abilitiei were so conspicuous, that, in 1739, be was pointed 
out to the Frincesa-Dowager of Walea as a fit person to manage the botanical 
garden at Kew. His pnrfesdonal talents also procured him tha notice of Sir 
Joseph Banks, and a friendship commenced which subsisted between them for 
life. Dr Solander and Dr Dryander were also among the number of his friends. 
The encouragement of botanical studies was a distinguished feature of the reign 
of George III., who, soon afler liia secession, determined to render Eew a 
repoutory of alt the vegetable richea of the world. Specimena were accordingly 
procured from every quarter of the globe, and placed under the care of Hr 
Ait«n, who showed a surpriung degree of skill in their arrangement. Under 
his snperintendenoe, a variety of impravements took place in the plan and edi- 
fices of Kew gardens, tilt they attained ao undoubted eminenea over every other 
botanical institution. In 1783, on a vacancy occurring in the superintendence 
of the pleasure-gardens at Kew, Mr Aitou received the appointment from 
George III., hut was, at the same time, permitted to retain his more important 
office. His labours proved that the king's favours were not ill bestowed ; for, in 
17B9, he published an elaborate description of the plants at Kew, under the 
title, " Hortus Kewensis," 3 vols. 8vo, with a number of platee. In this pro- 
duction, Mr Aiton gave an account of no fewer than 5600 foreign plants, which 
had been introduced from time to time into the English gardens ; and so highly 
waa the work esteemed, that the whole impresdon was sold within two yean. 
A second and improved edition was published by his son, William Tovnisend 
Aiton, in 1810. After a life of singular activity and useAilness, distingniehed, 
moreover, by all the domestic virtues, Mr Aicoa died on the 1st of February, 
1703, of a BchiiTQS in the liver, in the 63d year of his age. He lies buried in 
the churchyard at Kew, near the graves of his distinguished friends, Zofl^y, 
Heyer, and Gainsborough. He wss succeeded by his son, Mr William Town- 
send Alton, who was no less esteemed by George III. than his &ther had been, 
and who, for fifty yean, ably superintended the botanical department at Kew, 
beeides taking chai^ of tha aitensive pleasure-grounds, and being employed in 
the improvement of the other royal gardens. In 1841, he reUred from of&oe, 
when Sir William Jackson Hooker wss appointed director of the botanic gardena 
Mr Aiton died at Kew, in 1849, aged 84. 

ALBS or ALESSE, Albxandeb, a celebrated theologian of the sixteenth 
century, was bom at Edinburgh, April 23d, IfiOO. He is first found in the 
situation of a canon in the cathedral of St Andrews, where be distinguished 
himself by entering into the fashionable controversy of the day against Luther. 
His zeal for the Roman Catholic religion waa staggered by the martyrdom of 
Patrick Hamilton ; but it is not probable that his doubts would hare been car- 
ried further, if he had not suffered persecution for the slight decree of sceptaoism 
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«lre»dy manifested. Being obliged to fly from St Andrewi, he retirBd to Ger- 
many, when ha became a thoroagh oonrert to the Proteatant dootrinea. The 
Refonnatioa in England induced Alee to go to London, in 1636, where he wu 
highly esteemed by Cnnmer, Latimer, and Cnmwell, who were at that time 
in favonr with the king. Henry regarded hint «leo with EftTanr, and used to 
call him "his scholar." Upon the ftill of Cromwell, he was obliged to ntum 
to Germany, where the Elector of Brandenbug appointed him profseaor of 
dirinity at Frankfort-npon-the~Oder, in 154a As a reformer, AIm did not 
always maintain the most orthodox doctrion; hence he wu obliged, in 11142 
to fly from his chair at Frankfort, and betaka himself to Leipuc He spent the 
remainder of his life in that city, as professor of divinity, and died in IC65. 
His works are: — 1, "De neceautate et merito Bonorum Operum, dispntatio 
proposits in celebri academia Leipsica, ad 29 Not. 1G60." 2, " Commentarii in 
evangelinm Joannis, et in ntramqne epistolam ad Timotbeum." 9, " Expoutio 
in Pwlmos Davidis." 4, "De JuatificatioDe, contra Oscandmm," 6, "De 
Sancta Trinitate, cum eonfutaUone erroris Valentini." 6, " Responsio ad triginta 
et dnoa artlcnlos theologomm Lovaniensium." The fifth in this list is the moat 
braurable specimen of his abilities. 

ALEXANDER, Wiluav, an eminent nobleman, statesman, and poet of the 
reign of James VI. and Charles I. The original rank of this penonage was that 
of a small landed proprietor or laird ; but he was elevated, by dint of his varioiu 
tceomplishments, and throagh the favoor of the two sovereigns above-mentioned, 
to the rank of an earL His family, which possessed the small estate of Henstrie, 
near Stirling, is said to have derived the name Alexander from the prenomen of 
their ancestor, Alexander Maodonald, a highlander, who had been settled in this 
property by the Earl of Argyle, whose residence of Castle Campbell is in the 
neighbourhood. William Alexander is supposed to have first seen the light in 
1580. Nature hAving obviously marked him for a higher destiny than that to 
which he was bom, he received from hie friends the best education which the 
time and place could afford, and, at a reiy early age, he accompanied the yonng 
Earl of Argyle upon his foreign travels, in the capacity of tntor. Previous to 
this period, when only fifteen years of age, he had been emit with the charms of 
some country beanty, " the cynosure of neighbouring eyes;" on his return from 
the continent, his passion was found to have sufFered no abatement. He spent 
some time in rural retirement, and wrote do fewer than a hundred sonnets, as a 
Tentilation to the fervours of his breast ; but all his poetry was in vain, so for as 
the lady wo* concerned. She thought of matrimony, while he thought of love ; 
and accordingly, on being solidted bya more aged suitor, in other respects eli- 
^ble, did not scruple to accept hie hand. The poet took a more senuble way 
of consoling himself for this disappointment than might have been expected; 
he married another lady, the daughter and heiress of Sir William Erskine. His 
century of sonnets was published in London in 1604, under the title of " Aurora, 
cont^ning the Fint Fancies of the Author's Youth, by W. Alexander, of Uen- 
sine." From the situation of Alexander's estate, near the residence of the king 
at Stirling, and in a vale which his m^esty frequented for the pleasure of hawk- 
ing, he had early been introduced to royal notice ; and, accordingly, it appears 
that, when James removed to London, in 1603, the poet did not remain long 
behind, but s(ion became a dependent npon the English court. It is honounble 
to Alexander that in this ntaation he did not, like most conrt poets of that age, 
employ his pen in the adulation of m^jsaty ; his works braathe a very diEforent 
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itnliL Harfng Modied deeply the andant philoaoplien and poeta, ha deacBnt«d 
on tlwraiihyof fTBiid«iir,tlMTBlw of tratb.dM abne of power, and the bwthen 
of ridiMt HUmonllili^ aMumed the Mriiiig« ihape of lnig«diei— oompomtiona 
not at all deagiied fw the Aife, but intandsd iiafif to oi^iodj the ■HmimeDH 
\MA tnta in hit mind upon Mch ndtject* at thoM we haT« mentioned. Hii 
fint tragedy wii grounded npon the ttory of Dariut, and appearad at Edinbur^ 
In 1603. He afUirwardi rapublidted it at London, in 1607, along with omilar 
conpodtiom upon the atmiea of Alexander, CraiUt and C«Mr, under the title 
of " Monaidiick Tragediea, by William Alexander, gentlenMUi of the Prince*' 
Privy Chtanber." It would tfaoi appear that he bad now obtaiDod a place in the 
household of Prinoe Henry ; to irtiom be bad preriouity addreaed a poem m- 
parametii, deagned to diow how the hspjunes of a BiTsreign dependi npon 
hii diooaing tadi counciUon ai can throw off private grudge*, regard public cod- 
rema, and wiU not, to betray their Matt, becoma penaionsn, Thii poem, of 
nhidi no copy of tbe original edition ii known to exitt, except one in the Uui- 
rernty library at Edinbn^^ wa*, after the death of Henry, addreMed to Prince 
Chariei, who then became beir^ppannt ; an ecoDcmy In poetieal, not to ipeak 
of court huine^ yibitb cannot be cufficientty admired. He wai, in 1G13, ap- 
pointed one of Ibe gentlemen udien of tbe prewnce to tMi oafwtunate prince. 

King JaniM ii ^d to have been a warm adnurcr of the poemi of Alexander, to 
}iaTe honoured bin with hii conTemtion, and called bim " my phUonphical poeL" 
He waj now aapiring to the OHi more honourable ^urader of a drrins poet, f<« 
in 1614, appMred at Edinbmigh, hia largert and peihapa hii mort meriUrioia 
prodncdon, entitled, " Docmaday, or the Great Day of Judgment," which hat been 
■ereral timet reprinted. 

Hitherto the career of Alexander had been dnefly that of a poet ; it was 
heacef<Kth entirely that of a courtier. Advanced to tlie age of thirty'4ire, the 
pun and amlstde teaperBment of the poet gave way before the calculating and 
meicenary riewt of the politician ; and the fliture yean of hii Ufe are therefwv 
lea agreeable in )recital than thoae wbidi ere paA In 1614, he wai knighted 
by king Jamet, and appointed to the atuotion of nuMo' of re^neMi, In I6SI, 
tbe Idnff gave him a grant by bit royal deed itt tbe prorinoe of Nora Sootia, 
wfaidi Bi yet bad not been colonized. Alexander deeigned at Gnt to establiita 
■Bttian upon thii new country, and, at an inducement to the purduue of land, it 
waa propooed that tbe king ibould confer, upon all wbo paid a hundred and fifty 
poundi for aix Ibounnd atres, tbe bonow of a knight baronetcy. Owiog to the 
perplexed politio of the latt yeart of king Jamet, be did not gat Ifaii Klieme eai^ 
ried into effect, bi4 Ouriet had no looner acoeded than be retolred upon giving it 
bit gnpport Alexander, in I8S5, pobliriied a pamphlet, entided, " An Encour- 
Mfement to CtHotdtt," the object of which wat to Aalothe pn^rea already made, 
to leeommend tbe tdtone to the nation, and to inrite adrenturen. It ii also 
toppovd that be had a hand in " A Brief Belation of the DiKorery and Planta- 
tiMi of New fiagland, and of «ndry acddenti therein oocuning from the year 
1807 to thit patent 16i3: together with the itate thereof at it now atandetb, 
tbe general f^m of govemmeM intended, and Ibe dxridon of tbe whole teititory 
into eo^rtlet, barMuei, Sk." King Chaitea, wiio [mibably considered tbe acheme 
in a two-fold l%ht, aaaMeant rf artaUidiing a new ootony, and of remuMfaCing 
an old anrant at Ibe expenae of aOtta, Mmferred upon Sir William Alexaitder 
the rank of Idetdenant of New Boodand, and founded the neoetary wder 
of knight* tumtuXtot Ae Mme territory. Tbe nimber of theee baronet* wm 
not to oxoeed « bandied and fifty, and it wa* erdained that the title dioald 
be beraditary— that Ibey dionld take precedenoe of all ordinary knigfal* and 
taiid% and of aU othv gentlemen, except Sir William AUxander, and that tbey 
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■iMMild bare pliice in all hU majeety'i and hii wccmkui' armiei, naor and about 
tlie royal ttandard for the defenra thereof; with oth«r honoutsbte dutinctioiu of 
precedency, to them, (heir wives, wd bein, Tbe cexemouy of infettment m m»- 
aine wa* decreed to take plaoe on the Caitle-bill of Edlnbur^ tbe eattb and 
Mooe of which were held, by a Sedan, to repreeent the component paitidee 
of certain baroniea and lotdthipt on the otber ude of tho Atlantic; For (he 
amuMment of the reader, we ahall gire an account of the equivocal mode of pro^ 
oedure adopted in thii ichents, and of iti duuneful concluson, from tbe fantaOic 
pea of Sir Thoma* Urquhait " It did not latisfy him," taya Sir Thomat, in r» 
leronoe to Alexander, (Ducorery of a mod Exquiaite Jewel, &c, Bto, 166S,) 
" lo bare a laurel from the Slute*, and be ed«emed a king among poets, but he 
mutt aUu be king of tome new-found land; and, like another Alexander, in- 
deed, leatdiing after new worldi, have the lOTerBignty of Nova Sootjal He wm 
bom a poet, and aimed to be a king ; therefore he would have hii royal title 
from king Jama^ who wa« bom a king, and auned to be a poeL Had he 
■topped there, it had been well ; but tbe flame of hii honour muM have some ihI 
■Therewith to nouriih it; like another Arthur be mutf have hit kni^ti, (hougb 
nothing limited lo n snail a number j for how many aoever, who could have 
looked but for one day like gentlemen, and given him but one hundred and 
tiny pounds «erling (without any need of a key for opening the gate to enter 
through tbe temple of rirtue, wfaid^ in former time*, wa* the only way to 1k»- 
cur,] they had a Kate from him whereby to aKsnd unto the platformi of virtue ; 
which they treading tmder their feet, did iligbt the ordinary paaaget, and to 
lake the more sudden poMaaion of the temple of honour, went upon obnure by- 
path) of their own, towardt mne na«t angiporti and dark poAem doon, which were 
M> nanowthat few of them could get in, until they had left all their gallantry hetuai 
them : Yet wch being their rewlution, that in they would uid be wonhipful upon 
any lenm; they mi*^;arded all formeiiy laed rtep* of promotion, accounting 
them but unnece«ary ; and nioet rudely pudiing into the very aancbiary, tbejr 
immediately bung out the or&nge ooloun," the colour of the ribbon by which the 
order wai BNpended, " to tertify their oonqueit of the honour of knight baronet 
Their king nevertheleo, not to ftain hii royal dignity, or to nem to merit the impu- 
tation of lalling honour to his subjecta, did, for their money, give tbem land, and 
that in so ample a meann^, that every one of hit knight baronet* had, for hii hun- 
dred and fifty poundi iteriing, heritably diipoeed to him nx thounnd good and lufii- 
cient aota of Nova Scotia ground; which tteing at the rata of but nxpence an 
ooe, and not to be thoi^ht very dear; consdeiing how prettily, in the reipeo- 
ave parchments of dispontion, they were bounded and designed ; fruitful cwn- 
fieldi; watered vrith pleawnt riven, running along most excellent and ipadotB 
meadowi; not did diei« want abundance of oaken groves, in the midst of very 
fertile plains, or if it wantad anything it waa the serivener'i or writer's fault, iar 
be " [Alexander] " gave orden, as soon as he received (he (hree tfaowand Sco(a 
marks, that there should b« no defect of quantity, or quality, in measure or good- 
nea of land, and here and there raoK delicious gardens and ortjiards ; with 
whatever else could, in matter of delightful ground, best content ^ir fandei ; as 
if they had made purefaaaa among them of the Elysian fields Mr Mahomet's par»- 
dite ; and although there diould have happened a thousand acre* more to be put into 
the charter, or writing of diqiosition, than was agreed upon at firrt, be cared not ; 
naif a piece to the clerk was able to make hun dispense with thaL Bi4 at last 
when he had enrolled three hundred knight*, who Ibr their hundred and fifty 
piece* each had pwdiased among them aav^al millions of New Caledonian am*, 
1 to them and thein for ever, under tlw great aeal, the affixing wbweirf 
M eacb of them biB thirty piece* more ; finding that tbe eodety waa nol 
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likoly to beconn any more numerow, and thai the ondenl gentry of Scotland 
esteemed lucb a whinuica] dignity to be a diiparagement, rather than any addi- 
tion to their fonner honour ; be bethought hiioself of a coune more profitable to 
bimwlf and the lubire ertablidunent of hii own itate ; in proKCuting wbereoi 
withotd the adiice of hit knighti, who represented both houw* of parliainent. 
clergy and all, like an absoluto Idng indeed, he diapoaed heritably to the French 
for a matter of fire or lix thoiNand pounds English money, both the dominion 
and property of the whole country of that kingdom of Nora Scotia ; leaving the 
new baronet* to march for land amongst the Seleite* in the moon, or turn 
knighti of the mn ; m dearly hare they bought their orange ribband, which, all 
things considered, i^ and idll be, more honour^le to them, or their posterity, 
than it is or hath been profitable to either." It thus appears that Alexan- 
der's Nova Sco^an sdieme, whaterer might ham been originally contemplated, 
degenerated at last into a mere means of raising money by the sale of titles ;, a 
■yrtem too nuidi practiaed in the EnglUt reign of Jamee VL, and iriiicfa gained, 
a* it denrred, the contempt of all honourable miodi. The territory of Nora 
Scotia aAorwardi fell into the bands of the Frendi, who afleded to beliere 
that they had acquired a right to it by a treaty entered into with the king of 
Great Britain, in 1033, in which the country of Acadia was ceded to them. In 
the treaty of peace transacted between the two countries, in 1763, it WMsnootw- 
fully aMWted by the Britddi goremment that Nora Scotia was totally dialiiia 
from Acadia, and accordingly the territory rererted to Britain, along with Can- 
ada. The counby, bowerer, having bectmie the property of other indlriduslt 
during the UMrpadon of the French, it appears that the Notb Scotia banmeu 
have very dight preepecta of ever regaining the lands to which Aeir tillea were 
originally attached. 

In 1636, Sir William Alexander, was, by the favour of Charles L, made aecrt- 
tary of state for Scotland; an office to whicb the salary of ^100 e-year, being 
that of a good mercantile clerk in the present day, was then attached. In 1630, 
by the further Arour of his Bovereign, he was raised to the peerage under tba 
title of viscount Stirling; and in 1633, at the coronation of king Charles in 
Holyrood chapel, he was promoted to the rank of an earl under the same title. He 
held ttie office of secreta^ during fifteen yean, and gained the <vedit of being a 
moderate statesman in the midst of many violent political scenes. It does not ap. 
pear, however, that he was a popular character. Such esteem as he might have 
gained by his poetry, seems to have been lost in consequence of the arts by whidi 
his sovereign endeavoured to give him ridiea. A permission which ha ocqidied, 
probably in his diaiacter of lieutenant of Nova Scotia, to coin base money, be< 
came a grievance to the commiuiity, and procured him much obloquy. He had 
oected a qtlendid mansinn at Stirliog out of his ill-acquired gains, and affixed 
npon its front bis annorial be.-irings, with the motto "Per Mare, per Terraa." 
This was parodied, as we are infrarned by the sarcastic Scott of Bcotrtarret, into 
" Per metre, per tumen," in ^iMon to the sources of his wealth, the people be- 
liering that the royal favour had a reference to his lordship's poetry, while <ia^- 
mert, or black Jurthiagt, as they were otherwise called, had been one of the 
dupes in which this bvotir was expresed. The house still remuns, a monument 
of the taste of the poeL • 

The eari of Stirling, in 1637, publidied a complete edition of his poetical 
woika, under the general title of " ReiTeaUoni wiib the Muses." The wcwk cod. 
tained his four " Monnrchick Tragedie^" his "Doomaday," the " Parsneais to 
Prince Henry," and "Jonathan, an Heroidi Poem Intended, the first book," 
the whole revised and very much improved by the aothor. He died in 16i0, leav- 
ing three sons and two dangfater^ whoas perterity waswppcvd to have been ocho- 
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pl^el; extinct, till a clumant appeared in 1830, u dtacended from one «f Uv 
yoimger branchei of the fiuuily, and who hai anumed die title* of Stiriiiig and 
DcTOD. Considered as a poet, Aleauder i» intilled to coniiderable piaiae. " Hii 
Kyle ii certainly neither pure nor correct, which may perhapi be attributed to 
his long- familiarity with the ScoitiA language ; but hii Tenification ii in gene> 
ral much tuperior to that of his contemponiriec, and approadies nsaier to tbt 
elegance of modem times than oould hare been expected &om one who wrote to 
much. There are innumerable beauties scattered orer the whole of his wwka, 
but particularly in his tongs and sopnets ; the former are a species of irregular 
odes, in which the sentiment, occadonally partaking of the quaintuea of his aget 
IS more frequently new and fcn^bly expressed. The powers of mind displayed 
IR hit Doomsday and Ponenesis are rery coniiderable, although we are fl^uently 
able to trace the bUuuods and imagery to the language of holy writ ; and he sp- 
pean to hare been leas inspired by the sublimity than by the awful impoitano* of 
his lubject to rational beiogi: A habit of moraliong perrades all hi* writings ; 
but in the ' Doomsday ' be appears deeply impressed with his aubjeet, and more 
anxious to persuade Ae heart than to delight the imagina£on."— JoAncon and 
Chalartrt' EaglUh Poett, ediL ISIO, vol r. 

The Earl of Stirling was employed in hi* latter yean in ihe task of revisii^ 
the renion of the PsaLus piepued by king James, whidi duty was imposed upon 
him by the royal paraphrast hineeU In a letter to his Iriend, Drummond of 
Hawthomden, 86th of April, 1620, Alexander says, "Brother, 1 receiied your 
last letter, with the pwtlm you tent, wiiich 1 think rery well done : I had done 
the same long before it come ; but be [kiag James] prefen his own to all else ; 
chough, perchance when you see it, you will think it iht reortt <ff tfu thrtt. No 
man must meddle with that subject, and therefoie I adrise you to take no more 
pains therein." In consideration of the pain* whidi the Earl had bestowed upon 
this subject, Charles L, on the 29lh of December, 1637, granted a license to hii 
lordship, to print the late lung's Teraion of the Psalms excLusiTely for thirty-one 
yesia. The (iivt edition appeared at Oxford, in 1631. The king endeaToured 
to eofbrce tbe use of hi* father's renion alone throughout hi* donunion* ; and, 
if be bad been successful, tbe pririlege would bare been a *otE«e of inuBonae 
profit to the Earl of Stirling. But the royal wishes were reaisled by (he Scot- 
tish church, and were not rery respectfully obeyed any where else; and the 
breaking out of the ciTiI war soon after rendered the privilege entirely useless' 

ALEXANDER I., gumamed Acer, or the Fierct, king of Scots fiom 1106 to 
113i, was the lifUi son of Malcolm IIL by hi* wife Margaret of England. 
Lord Haile* conjectures that his name was bestowed in honour of Pope Alexan- 
der IL ; • circumstance worthy of attention, aa it was the meana of inboducing 
the most conunon and familiar christian name in Scotland. The data of Alex- 
ander's birth i* not known ; but as his four elder brothers were all under age in 
1093, at the death of their father, be must hare been in the bloom of life at hia 
acceoian to the throne. He mcceeded his Imttber Edgar, January 8, 1 106-7, 
and immediately after married Sybilla, the natural daughter of Henry L ol 
England, who had married hia sister Hatltdis, or Maud. Such an alliaaoft wB* 
not then considered didionourable. Alexander was actire in enforcing obedi- 
ence to lis dominion, and in iiq^^ireMing the band* of rebel* or robber* with 
whidi the northern parts of the kingdom were infested ; but the duef erent* of 
his reign relate to the eflbrts made by the Englidi diurch to aaert a si^remaey 
oter that of Scotland. These effiirla were rsaiited by tbe king of ScMa. with 

'Therornseof the Earl of Stirling was dapodlcd In a Iraden cofiln in ths fkmfly-aislf 
in tbe churrh of Stirling aborfl ground, and runaJned siitln for apwanls ^ a iiundnd 

jears,— PorngrnfA /rum on ali lu^u-.'j.njwr. 
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steady psneTetwice, and ultimata Micce^ notwithrt* ruling that the Pope ooaiit» 
nAnced tlw clainii of the g»igli«h prslatCA It ii to b« prMumed that thii ipirit 
would bsTB incited the Soottirii moaamh to maiotttin the iiidepetide)>Cf of his 
kingdMii, had it eT«r been oaUed in qiiMtion diiriii|f hit nigik Alexander died 
April 97, 1181, after a reign of lerenteen yean and three monllia. Ai he left 
00 iMue, he nai ucweded by hii next and latf^curriTing brotber David, ■> memo- 
rable for bii bounty to the dnirch. Alexander wai alio a pioui monardL Al- 
dred, in bia genealogy of the Engliah king*, n.y» of him, that "he wsa humble 
and courtBoiB to the clergy, but, to the rest of hi» mbjecti, terrible beyond mea- 
Mre ; higb-apirited, alwayi endeaTom-ing to compaa thiogi beyond hii power ; 
not ignorant of letten ; lealoui in eAabliihing ciiurchea, collecting relici, and 
proriding TcAnenU and book) for the eletgy ; liberal eren to profiNion, and 
taking delight in the officee of charity to the poor." HIa douaUom to the 
church were very oonaiderable. He made a large grant of land* to die diurch 
of St Andrewi, intreawd the rerenue of the monaMery of Dunfermline, whitli 
hii parenti bad founded, ertabli^d a colony of canoni r^tdar at home, and 
biult a monariery on Inch-oolm in the Firth «f Forth, in gratitude Aw harlng 
been prewired from a tempaA on that iiland. 

ALEXANDER IL, the only kgitimate Mm of king William, Monamed the 
Lion, waibom in 1198. He wcceeded bia fktber, Deoember 4, 1314, in hit 
Mreuteentb year, and waa erowned next day at Scone. Alexander II. la dta- 
racterised by Fordun ai a pioua, jiat, and brare king — aa the ddeld of the 
chivch, the ufe-guaid of the people, and the fl^end of the miaemble. He es- 
poused the Gftuae of the English haroni againtt king John, which led to mutual 
depredation! between the two wrereigni ; but on ihe aoceauon of .Henry III. to 
the onwn of England, peace wsj rettored; and in 1S31, the friendly iatei^ 
oourw of (he two nation* wa* eitabUibed by the nairiage of the king of Soot- 
land to Joan, eldeK ntfer of the king <tf England. Thij prlncoM died in 1938, 
without iwie ; and in (he fallowing year Alexander married Mary de Cooci, the 
Kion of a French houae, which, in ila motla, diKlaimed royalty, and reated fbi 
diftinction on ila own merita : 



Qi^ng the life of Joan, the Britiih monaroba came to no open rupture, their 
friendly intimacy being only occamonally interrupted by Henry diacorering a 
diapodtion to nriTe the claim of homage from tlie king of Scotland, which had 
been giren up by Richard L, and by Alexander inniting en hi* claim to the 
three nnrthem countiei of England ; but ihortly after the death of Joan, na- 
tional jealounei broke out, and in 1944, both princsa raind armiea and prepared 
for war. By the mediation, howerer, of aareral T^'^gliih baroni, ha«tilitie* were 
prerented, and a peace concluded. Much of Alexander'* leign wai occupied iii 
Wffnkiiig inurectioni of the Celtic inhabitanta ot Scotland. He died A.D. 
1 349, in one of the iglandi of the Hebridee, while engaged in aubjecting Angti% 
tbe Lord of Argyle, who refLned hit homage to the Scottith torereign. He left 
by hit aeoond wife one too, who ia the aubject of the fallowing article. 

ALEXANDER IIL, bom at Roxburgh, September 4, 1341, weoeeded hit 
father in the eighth year of hii age. He was knighted and aowned only fire 
day* after hi* father"! death — a precipitation adopted ta prerent the interference 
of the king of England. When only a year old, Alexander had bean betrothed 
to Margaret, elded dai^hter of Henry lU., a prince* of hii own age ; and In 
1331, their nuptialt were oelebrated at Yorit with great pon^ On the gnrand 
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of thii union, Henry intereateil hinnelf in tlie al&in «f Scotland, uid the young 
prince wM k 6«qiient ridtor at the CMirt of hii father-in-law. The l^gliih 
monarch, taking adrantage of Alexander'* yoiOh and other rircunutancea, endea- 
voured to prerail upon him to do homage for liia oown and kingdom of Scot- 
land ; but tha young king, with a fortitude and prudence beyond bii year^ 
and which gave promiae of hii future deciiion, reuHed the requiiition, laying 
that he could not treat of afiain of ttata without the adrice of hii parliament. 
During Alozander*! minority, the country waa divided into factiooa, and varioui 
Oru^lei for aacendancy took place ; but the adminiatration wai latterly con> 
■nitted to fifteen of the leading chieb or barona Alexander had reached the 
tvrenty-aecond year of hii age, when hi* kingdom waa inraded by one of the 
moat ftNnaidahle armameota that had ever aailed from Norway. Haco, king oi 
that country, with a fleet of one hundred and nxly ahipa, freighted with many 
thouund northern warrion, who earned terrM to almott all the ihoret of Europe, 
■ailed towarda Scotland in the ummer of 1363, and afl«r making himself maitei 
of the ialandi of Airan and Bute, arrived in the bay of Larga, near the mouth of 
the Clyde, and endeavoured to el&ct a landing. Here a Scottiah army, under 
Alexander, anembled to reiiit the invadon ; and hers, on the Sd of October, 
ailer a Serce and bloody contett, the Norwegians were repulied with great loa^ 
A. rtorm ariaing, completed the diaipation or deatruction of their fleet Haco 
escaped with difficulty through the Krait between Sky and the mainland, ainoe 
called Kyle Hocken, and reacliittg tha Orkney*, died there, aa ii aid, of a broken 
heart. By this defeat, all the ialand* of the weatera aea, including that of Man, 
but excepting tbote of Orkney and Shetland, aibmitted to Alexander. 

Vnaa thia period to the death of Alexander, Scotland enjoyed tranquillity, 
only diaturbed by the pretensiona of the pope and the encroachmenta of the 
clergy, both of nhidk Alexander waa aucccMfiil in reiiating. Religioui annades 
were at tbit time the rage over Europe, and Scotland did not escape the infeo- 
tion, aa many of her braveit baroni periabed in Paieitlne. In 1374, Alexander 
attended the coronation of hi* brother-ii^law, Edward L, at Westminiter, and 
after the cuMom of the times did homage tar the land* which he held of him in 
&igland. Six month* after thi^ Margaret qneen of Scotland died, leaving one 
daughter and two son* — Maiigaret, Alexander, and David. David died unmar- 
ried in 1331. Margaret waa married in 1983, to &ic king of Nwway, and 
died in the following year, after giving birth to an infant daughter, who Te> 
ceived her own name. Alexander was manied in 1383 to tlie daughter of Guy 
eari of Flanden, and died in the following year without inue. Thui, in the 
courae of a few yean, waa the unhappy king of Scotland deprived of hii wife 
and all hia children — the only remaining descendant of his body being the 
Maiden of Norway, a* iha ia called in Scottish history, an infant grandchild re- 
nding in a foreign land. In 19SS, Alexander, to provide against the evils of 
a disputed succeation, at tlie request of his nobility, married Joletta, daughter of 
the Count de Dreux ; but shortly after his mniriiige, in riding along a precipi- 
tous road between Bruntisland and Kinghom, his hone fell over a rock, and the 
unfortunato monardi was killed. This event took place on the 16th of Mardi, 
13S6, in the 45th year of hia age and 37tb of his reign. 

With Alexander III. terminated a race of kings, who, fhim the acoesuon of 
Malcolm Cean-Hohr, hod diidnguiihed themselves by their activity in the ad- 
ittiniAation of justice, and their courage in maintaining therighia and indepen- 
dence of their country against a powerfiil and too often an insidioua foe. Few 
HUial* of a rude people, indeed, can presentamoreremarkableseriei of patriotic 
monarchs than those with whom Scotland was blessed &om tha middle of the ele- 
venth to the doae of the thirteenth century, whether we oonsider their wisdom 
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and impartiaLty aa k^iulaton, tbeir pntd«nce m polilJciaiu, or their brarery m 
wurion^ fta Malcobn the Msiden and the teim upon whid) Williain (he LioD 
eflbcted his releaae from captinty mud only be coDtidered a« exceptioni to the 
general exoellsDca of their conduct Bt« wifli tbe death of Alexander IIL, the 
peace and praiperity of tbe twuntiy wai broken np; and mudi aa he was lo- 
msiitad by the people, and gloomy aa irere theb fbrebodinga on his deceaae, no 
sntidpation eo*dd exceed the real calamidea in irhidi the country was inrolved 
by hla UDha^y and untimely end. 

ALLAN, Davm, a painl«r of great merit, was boro at Alloa, Pebniary 13th, 
1741. He was the son of Mr David Allan, diore-master at that mail pint. Hie 
mother of Allan, whose maiden name was Gullan, brou^ him prematurely into 
the woiid, and di^ a fetr days after his birtb. The young punter had so small 
B-raouth tbat no nunc could be found in the place fitted to gire him mick : at 
length, one l>eing heard of, who lived st the distance of some milei, be was 
padted up in a bariiet amidst cotton, and sent oft under the charge of a man 
who carried bira on horaeback, the journey being rendered additionally danger- 
ous by a deep snow. Ihe bone happened to stumble, the man fell oiT, and the 
tiny wretdi was ejected &om the basket into the snow, raceiring as ha fell n 
BBTere cut upon his head. Such were the fdrcumstances under wfaidi Mr Darid 
Allan commenced the business of exiMenoe. 

Even oRier hanng experienced the tender cares of his nurse, misfortune con- 
tinued to horaa him. In tbe autumn of 1745, when he murt hare been about 
ei^iteen month* old, a battery was erected at Alloa, U defend the passage of 
tbe Forth against the attempts of Prince Charles'! army. While the men wete 
firing the cannon for experiment, the maid entnated with the charge of young 
Allan ran aeron the open space in tiront, at the moment when they were dis- 
charged, and he only escaped death by a hair-breadth. 

Hit genius for designing was first developed by acddenL Being con- 
lined at home with a burnt foot, fail father one day said to him, " You idle little 
rogoo, you are kept from sdiooi doing nothing '. come, hen is a bit of chalk, draw 
something with it upon the floor." He took the chalk, and began to delineate 
figures of houses, animals, and other familiar objects ; in all of which he succeed- 
ed so well that the chalk was seldom aflerwnrda out of his hand When he was 
about ten yean of age, his pedagogue happened to exereise his authcoity orer 
•ocDe of the boys in a rather ludicnxs manner ; Allan immediately drew a cari- 
cature of the transaction upon a slate, and handed it about tar Che amiaement of 
hi* companions. He master of the ferule, an old vain conceited penon, who wed 
to stmt about the sdiool dreoed in a tartan night-cap and long tartan gown, got 
hold of the picture, and right soon detected tliat he himself was the most con- 
spicuous and the moat ridiculous figure. The satire was so keen, and the laugh 
which it excited sunk so deep, that the object of it was not satisfied tiH he bad 
made a complaint to old Allan, and bad tlie boy taken from his schooL When 
•jueedoned by hi* fiuher how he had the efihintery to insult his master, by repre- 
senting him so ridiculously on his slate, his answer was, " I only made it like 
liiio, and it was all for fun r' 

The father observed the decided genius of his son, and had the good sense to 
offer it no resstanoe. At (his time, the establishment of tbe Mesas Poulis' aca- 
demy of Arts at Glasgow was making some noise in the country. Allan, there- 
fore, resolved to apprentice his son to those gentlemen upon the temif given out 
in their pro^ectus of the institution. On tbe 95th of February, 1755, when 
exactly eleven yean of age, the young dtaughtvnan was bound apprentice to the 
MesKi Foulis for seven year» to attend their painting academy in the univer< 
sity of Glasgow. In Newhall hoiae there is a dutch in oil, done by him, lepre' 
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tenting the insde of the academy, with sn exact portrait of Robert Foulu in the 
act of criticiting s large picture, and giring iiutiuction* to hia principal painter 
about it 

In the year 1761, khub of hii perfoimsncM attiacted the notice of lord Catb- 
cart, wluMs Mat, Shaw Park, mu otuated in Clackmannandtire near Alloa. 
Lady Catbcart inbtidiKed him to the notice of kdy FrKncce Enkine, daughter 
of the inimgent earl of Mar, and mother of (he gentleman to irhom the peerage 
waa restored in 1 884 ; aa aln to lad; Charlotte Enkine, to Hn Abercromby ot 
Tullibody, mother of Sir Ralph, and to lome other penonagee of diitinction in 
the neighbouiliood of his birth-place. By the aaodated pur«ea of theie kind pa- 
troni, Allan vaa enabled to go to Italy, where he Uudied with tmreioitting appli- 
cation for eleren yeara. During hit tendence there, lady Catbcart und to write 
to him with all the care and affection of a mother. In 1773, while liring at 
Rome, he gained the prize medal giren by the academy of St Luke for (he bert 
qiedmen of biatorical compoaition ; being the only Scotchman who had erar 
reached that honour, beiidei Mr Garin Hamilton. 

After bii return in 1777, Allan redded for about two year* in Londoo; but, 
falling into a bad itate of health, he wo* ordered home to Sootkod for a diange of 
air. Soon after hia arrinJ in Edinburgh, he wai appointed «ucce«or to Rund- 
inan (deceaaed), aa maaler and director of the academy eKabli^ed by the Board of 
l^urteca fm Manufacture* and ImpraremeDta, for the purpoae of difludng a 
knowledge of the principlef of the fine arti and eleganoe of deiign, in the Tiri- 
oua manufacture! and works which required to be figured and ornamented ; a 
charge for whidk he wai peculiarty well qualified, by the extenoTe knaarledge 
he poaeaed of ereiy branch of the art He retained the aituation till hia deadi. 

Allan was much admired for his talenta in cinnpaaition, the truth with whidi 
he delineated nature, and the cfaarBCIeriatic humour wbich distinguished hii pic- 
tures, drawings, and etchinga. There are aereral engranngi fiwn his piet*D«a, 
M, " The Origin of Fainting, at the Corinthian maid drawing the diadow of her 
lorer," and ftnir in aqua^tinta by Paul Sandby, &oni drawings made by Allan 
when at Rome, repieeenting the aporta during the camiraL Several of the 
tiguns were portraits of peteons well known to tibe English who i^ted Rome be- 
tween 1770 and 1780. There is one caricature by Allan, whidi is well known 
to Scottish ooUectois: it repreaenta the interior of a church or meeting-home at 
DunfenuliDe, at the moment when an imprudent couple are rebuked by the dei^ 
gyman. There is a drollery about the whole of this performance that nerer fails 
to amiae. Ihe allionoe of his genius to that of our national poets, led Allan, in 
1789, to publirii an editimi of the Gentle Shepherd, with diaracteriitic drawingik 
He also published a oollsctioo of the most humoroM of the old Scottish song^ 
each illustrated by a diaiacteiistic etddng. At his death, whicb happened on 
the 6th of AngtMt, 179S, he left a leriei of drawings designed for the poems of 
Elumi, in an equally graphic and humovMB style. There is one property which 
runs through all the designs of Allan, and by whichhisproducUonsmay be distin- 
guished at the most casual glance : thii is a peculiar elegance of fotm whidi he 
alwsy* girea to the limbs of his figures — elegance to sudi a degree, that, in many 
cases, it may be pronounced out of nature. 

Allan, by his wife, whom be married in 1788, lett one tan, bearing his own 
name, and who was sent out a«.B cadet to India, and one daughter named Barbara. 
In penon, our Scottish Hogarth, as ha waa called, had nothing attractive. He 
nusfbrtunes attending hia entrance into the world were sudi as nothing in after 
life oould repair. " His figwe was a bad resemblance of hit humorous precursor 
of the Eni^idi metropolis. He waa under the middle sise ; of a slender, feeble 
tnake ; with a long, diarp, lean, white, coane face, much pitted by the cnall-pox, 
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and fair hair. Hii larg^e promiiwiit «y«% of a light oolour, mre weak, Dear- 
tiglited, and not ver; nniniated. Hli Dcne wai hng and Ugh, hii mouth wide, 
and both 111-iliaped. Hit whole exterior to stiuigcn appeared imeDgaging, tri- 
fling, and mean; and hia deportment waa timid and obiequiouL The pre- 
judicei naturally MC''^ ^f *^«*o dindrantagei at intiodiKtioii, were, how- 
erer, dialled on acquaintance ; and, aa he became eaty and pleaaed, gra- 
dually yielded to agreeable aeuationt ; till they inienubly ranidied, and at kit. 
mre not only orMlooked, but, from the effM of oonlraii, eren heightened the at- 
traction* by iridch they wera ■> unexpectedly followed. When in company he 
etteemed, and which sntsd hii taite, ai reSraint wore oS, hii ey* imperceptibly 
became active, bright, and penetrating ; hii manner and addrea quick, lirely, and 
intererting — alwayi kind, polite, and reipectM ; hii cooTenation open and gay, 
I humoroui without mUre, and playfidly replete with benerolence, obMrration, aoid 
anecdote." — Broum'r edition of I fie Gentle Shepherd, 1908. 

The author who thw fordbly delineates hii external ^peaianoe, girei the fol- 
lowing cbazader cf hii genim. " Aa a paioler, at lead in hii own country, be 
neither excelled in drawing, compostion, colouring, nor effect Like Hogaidi, 
too, beauty, grace, and gisndeDr, of indiTidual oidline and fotm, or of ttyle, cod- 
rtititfe no part of hii meriL He waa no Conegio, Raphael, or Michael Angela. 
He painted portvaiti ai well ai Hogarth, below the middle «ize ; but they are void 
of all channa of elegance, and of the claro-obacuro, and are recommended by no- 
thing bit a ttrtyng bornely renmblanoe. Ai an Utirt and a man of geniui, bit 
diancteriAic talent lay in exprettim, in the imitation of natute with truth 
and humour, a^ecially in the repreientation of ludicrow Menea in low life. Hm 
eye wBi ever on the watch for erery eccentric figure, every motley group, or ridi- 
culow incident, out of which hia pencil or hii needle could draw innocent enter- 
tainment and mirth." 

ALSTON, Cbaklo, M.D. an eminent botaniit,waa bom in 1 6 SS, in Lanaricriiire, 
end ^ent Ui eariy yean at Hamilton palace, under the patronage of the duchea 
of Hunilton. Her grace withed him to Aidy the law, but he preferred botany 
and medidiM, and accordingly, in I71S, Ktoutfor Leyden, where thou iciencei 
were at that time taught by the iUiutriow Boerhaave. Here he found a great 
number of young Scotmen engaged in the lame punuit, and all inipiied with an 
uncommon d^ree of enthunam in their riudiei, which they had couj^t frmn 
their matter. AIAtn, alW taking lui degree ai doctor of phytic, returned to hii 
native couotry, and began to practin in Edinburgh. He obtained the nnecure 
offioeofking'ibotaoiit, through theiDflnence of the duke of Hamilton, heritable 
keeper of Holyrood-houM, to which the garden waa attached. Thii garden he 
enriched by large collectioni which he had made in Holland, where botanical 
idence wa« then more highly cultivated than in any other country in Europe. 
In 1730, notwithMandiug that a botanical cla« wa« tai^t in the college by a 
profeMor of ttuinence named Predon, be began a coune of lecture* in the Ung'i 
garden. Prerton, at length waxing old. Allien wem, in 1738, dionn towcceed 
him, M pmfeMor of botany and materia medica united. He waa «xoeedin|^y 
laborioui in hit dutiei ai a profeaor, giving a coune on botAny every wmmw, 
and one on materia medica every winter ; and never iparing any paini which 
be thought could be conducive to the progrm of hii pupili. lie Celebrated 
Dr Fothergill, in hii character of Dr BuNell, bean am^ teetimony to the tm.- 
dutty of Dr Atiton, who had been hii nuuter ; and doKzibei in glowing language 
the benefit which thoae wbo attended him had the meani of reaping, hia caution 
tn qteculalioD, and bow laborioua be wai in experiment Fw the amtance of 
bii papili, ba publiihed, about 1740, a llit o( the oOcinal pUnta caltivated ta the 
Edinburgh medical gardeu. Of Liimaui'i ijaleu, which wai fint promntgated in 
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ITSS, Dr AUton, Uka mtxij otbar philowphen of hii itj, wu a iteady opponent. 
Be publi^cd > paper againit it, on tho lezei of plant*, in the flnt Tolume of " Pbyii- 
csl and Lit«ru7 Eub;i," a mitcellanf which vni etmnmnced at E^inhnrgh, in 
ITSl. Tbe controTsn^ which took place at that period anongvt naturalieti hM 
now loat all iti interest, lesing that the method of Linnmu^ after lervipg a uu 
purpoK, haa been lupeneded hj the natural ifetem, to the foundetion of wUch 
Linnnui in no (null degree contributed, but which it wai left to Juwicu and Da 
Candolle to nuturs. Dr Aliton alio contriboted aome artielee to an Edinburgh 
miscellanf entitled " Medical Ettayi ; " the mott important ii one on opian. In 
1753, be publiihed an introduction to Dr Patrick Blair*! ItuUe Mataria Mtdittt, 
a work which retembled hie own index in a conuderable degree. Thii in- 
troduction ini • leparate work, and wai entitled, ryro«>itui« Botameum 
EdMmrg«itu. Dr Alitoo, aa the contemporar; of tbe firat Monro, and ptofenor 
of a kindred branch of adenee, wai b; no meani nnwoitbj' of either bi« tJUM 
or bii place. Ha miut be coniidered ai one of thote who bare contributed 
to the exaltation of the college of Edinburgh, a* a echool of medical aeienoe- 
He died on tbe 23Dd of NoTember, 1760, in the leTentr-eeventh year of hi> age. 

ALVEB, BoBtBT, a poet and mitcellaneoui writer, bora at Elgin, in 1T<S, took 
bit degreeiinpbiloiopbjat Aberdeen, where he enjoyed tbe friendihip of Dr Beattie, 
and afterward!, though deiigned for the chttrcfa, aettled aa pariib tcboolmaiter of 
Deakford. From thii place he remoTcd, in 1TT3, to Banff, whence he migrated in 
1779, to Edinburgh, on account of a diMppointnent in love. la Edinbur^ he 
aubnated bj teaching aoch priTBte partoiu ai c^oae to employ him, in the Greek, 
Roman, French, and Italian clanici; like a true poet, be wai not greatly lolidloui 
about the mean* of lUbaiatenM. Mr Creech, in 1793, pabliibed a Tolume of mil. 
callaneoui poemi by Alrei i in 1789, appeired another, imder tbe title of " Edin- 
burgh, a Poem, in two pacti, and the Weeping Bard, in liiteea etntoa." In 1764, 
AItci commenced a laborioui work entitled, "Sketehei of a Hittory of Literature," 
which w» in tbe preaa when be died, January let, 1794, and wtt al^rwardl 
publiihed by Dr Alexander Chapman, at whoae preee it wae printed for the 
intended beneSt of the author. Tbit work eontaini lire* and cheracten of tbe moit 
emiotnt writen in different langvagei, andent and modem, with critical remarki on 
their worki, together with leveral literary eaeayi) though miserably inaecunite in every 
particular, it ihowi an eitenuTe acquuntanee witb ancient and modem learning. 
After bii death waa publiihed, in 1801, " the Benke of E)k," and other poemt,* email 
I3mo. vol. In a Tigoroualy written pretace be repela the aipenion* and ridicule 
eait upon Scotland and Scotunen, by many Engliih literary men of tbe period, 
ecpecially Cburchilt, Wilki, Juniui, and Jobnion ; and in the introductory canto to 
" the Bank! of Eik," he retaliatei on them witb great clerenieH and rivadty. 

AHDERSON, Adam, author of the largeit Britiab compilation upon commerdal 
btitory, wai a natira of Scotlind, bom about tbe year 1692. Having removed to 
London, he wai for forty yean a clerk in the South Sea bouM, and at length 
was appointed chief clerk of tbe Stock and Hew Annuitiei in that Betabliifament, 
in which situation be continued till hii death. He wai appointed one of the 
truateaa for eitabUihing the colony of Georgia, by charter dated June 9th, 6 Oeo. 
IL He wae alio oae of tbe court of aniitanti of the Scoti Corporation in Lon< 
don. In ITes, be publiihed hii work, entitled, " A Hiitorieal and Chronologi. 
cal Deduction of the Origin of Commerce, from tbe earlieit aeeountt to the pre- 
sent time ; containing a hittory of the Urge commerdal intereati of the Britiib 
Empire," Ac. Lond. 2 voU. folio. Tbe cleborate eharaetci of thii work, layt 
DHich for the induitry of tbe author. It wai lubtequeutly improved in a new edi- 
tion by David Macpbenon, 4 vol*, qnai^i aud a manual abridgement oT the 
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work nw; (till be contldered a mot id oar litenttwe. Ur Andenoa died aoon 
■feu be ludgiTeDit to tha world, J*Bau7 lOtb, ITU.at tbe ige of seTentf-tbree. 

ANDERSON, Al^^mddi, ft tbtjt omineDt matbeoMttidaii, bom at AbtrdMii, 
DMT tbe cloM of the dxtoentli Mnturr. How or where he aGquirad }ua sutbe- 
iMIical aducatitHi ia ut known; he probably itudied bellei kttrei and idulom- 
phy in bit natin univewty. He oamM into noike at Pan, eariy in tbe aeren- 
teentfa oenbicy, at a piiTits leadMr or profearar nf tnathemalie^ In tbat dty, 
between the yean 1S19 aad 1619, he publiabed or edited rarious geometrical 
and algebraical tiaat^ which are conqpicuoui for tbeir ingenuity and elegance. 
It i« dowbttiil iriHiber he was erer acquainted with the &inaui Viela, Matfer of 
Requeata at Fsri^ who died in 1803 ; but hia piara taate and ilull in matheauUi- 
eal iareatigation pointed bim out to tbe executon of that iUuttrioui man, wbo 
had found leiaura, in the interrala of a laborioua {otrfwion, to cultivate and 
extend tbe ancient geconetry, and by adopting a gyatent of general aymbob, to lay 
tbe foundation, and beg^ tbe ai^erstzuctiire, of algelMnical adenoe, aa the penon 
moat proper for reniing and publithii^ hia *^uable manuMxipla. Anderson, bow* 
BTar,did not oouflne himself Co tbe duty of a mereeditorj be onricbad (he text with 
learned comment^ and gave neat demonatra^uf <j{ tboae propoaitiona which had 
bean left imperfecL He a&erwarda |roduced a gpedmen of Ibe application of 
geometrical analyaia, which ia diidnguidied by ila claaiueai and claaic eleganoa, 

Tbe wtnika of thia eminent penon amount to aix tbin quarto roli^nMa, now Tory 
Bcarce. Theae are, — 1. St^plemantum Ap<dlonii Redinri: aire analysta pro- 
blematia hoctenui deudend ad Apollonii Petgsi doctrinam Tf^nufwi a 
Marino Ghetaldo Patrilio H^^^no hujuque non ila pridem iTHjiBitam ^c. 
Paria, 1619, 4to. Thia trwl re&n lo tbe problem of iudinatiou, by wbjdi, in 
certain caae^ tbe application of tbe curre called tbe eoaehoid ia aqieneded. — 

3. /uTit^,»yia : Pro Zetetioa ApoUoniani prablematH a w jam pndem edito in 
wpplameuto ^lollonii Redinn. Being nn addition to the fonnw woric Paiii, 
1S15, 4IO. — 3. Tbe ediUon of the worka <tf Viets. Farii^ 1615, 4to. — 

4. Ad Augulanan Sedionem Analytics Ileoremata ^tlAiiuiTtpm, {Ik. Pati% 
161S,4ta. — 6. ViDdidK Arcbimedia, &c Pari*, 1616, 4to. — 6. Alezandri An. 
denoni ScoU EzenJtationuBi MathemadcanDD Decai Pc^na, &4^Paria, 1619, 4t«L 
All Ibeae pieoe^ of thia excellent geonebridon, are replete with Ae Gneat ^e- 
cimena of pwe geamefarical ezeroiaBa that have erer pethap* been produced by 
any autbon, ancient or modem. Becdea tbeaa, literary biatorj ii not awan of 
any other puhlicadoDa by Andanen, though probably there may hare been othai. 
Indeed, from tbe laat piece it fuUy appears that be baS at leaat written, if not 
piAliabed, another, t>% A'Treatiae on tbe Men«>ati<»i of BoHda, peibape irith a 
reteieuoe to gsvgingi aa in aereral problena, triiere he odtic^y enminei the 
treatiae of Keplw on eaak-gsuging, he (Aen r^n to bia own weak on alereo- 

Thia eoinent person waa couHO-german t« Hr Darid Aitdenen of EInAaugb, 
a gentleman wbo also powered a singular tuin for mnthwniitwJ knoiriedge, and 
who could apply hia aoquireBieBta to so many useftal purpoaea that be waa pop»- 
lariy known at Aberdoau by tbe name of Darie Do-a'-tbii^ He aequiied pro- 
digious local fame by remoring a laige rodt, whidk had fcnaeriy obabueted the 
entrance to tbe baiiow of Aberdeen. Matbematieal genios uiema to hare been* 
in some degree inherent in tbe whole &tmly; for, throngb a dai^htar rf Hr Ha- 
nd Andsraon, it reached Ae celebrated Jamea Qngorj, inrentor of tha raflteting 
teleacope, who wat the aon of that lady, and ia aaid In hare reoeifed, from bar, 
tbe elementa of milbtimatiral knowledge. t>om tbe Mine lady waa denended 
the lata Dr Beid of Glaagow, who waa not 1«m eminent tor bia aoquaintanee with 
tbe malbeniAtics, than for his met^byiical wTiling& 
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ANDERSON, Jiam, an widiMOt aotiquory, waa the wn of tb» Her. Fttriek 
AadeiKm, wbn had boen ejected for noa-contMniity at the BeAwation, and aAer. 
Wttdi wfftnd impruoDmaiit in the Baa, fnr fnadiiitg in a eoDTeoticle at Edin- 
biir^ Tbs Ribject of thia memoir, whose brother, Adam, hai already been 
comnenurBted, wai bom, Augut 5th, lflS3, and in 19TT, ii found (bidying 
philoiophy in tbe uniTenit; of Edinburgh, where, aiW fioiihing a MlKdastic edu- 
catioo, be obtained the degree of Muter of Art*, on the STth of May, 1680. 
He choae the law for hii profeMion, and, afUr nrring ao apprentioediip under 
Sir Hi^h Faterson of Bannockbnm, was adimtted a meiiibf^ of tbe wdety of 
writan to tbe li^etin 1691. In thi< branch of the legal profeaiion, the study of 
written antiquEtiee in •oae meaaure foroea ibelf upon the practitioDer; and it 
appean that Andenon, though a dihgent and able man of bunnen, became in 
tima too fond of the aoceaory employment to care much for the princtpaL A 
circumitance which occnrrad in 1704, decided biifate by tempting him into the 
Aeld of antiquarian controrerty. Tbe quattion of the union of the two countriea 
mu then rery keenly agfitated — on the one dde with much jealoui aaeition of 
the national independency — and on tbe other, with not only a oonlampt for the 
boaita of the Scoti, but a reriTal of the old claima of England for a «apeii«Tity 
or paramouncy orer tbeir country. A lawyer named AtCwood, in 1701, pub- 
lished a pamphlet in iriiich all the exploded pretendoni of Edward I. were 
brought prominenily into riew, and a direct dominion in the crown of Enj'land 
aMeited orer that of Scotland For thii work, Mr Anderaan, though altogether 
unknown to Mr Attwood, waa dted aa an Qridenca and eye-witneai, to rouch aome 
of tbe miMt important original diart«n and granti by the kingi of Scotland, 
whii^ Attwood maintained were in farour of the point he laboured to cetabliah. 
Mr Andenon, in conaequence of auch an appeal, diought bimaelf bound in duty 
to hia ooutttry, to publidi what he knew of the matter, and to vindicate aome cnT 
the beat of the Scottiah kinga, who were accused by Attwood of a baae and vo- 
luntary aurrender of their aorereignty. Aoeordingly, in 1705, be published " An 
Evay, showing that the oown of Scotland ia imperial and independent," Edin- 
buigh, 8to. which wai n acceptable to hia oountiy, that, beadea a reward, thanka 
were rated to him by pariiament, to be delivered by the lord Chancellor, in pre- ' 
■ence of her Hajeaty** highCimuniMonwr and the E«tatea; at tbe aanie time thnt 
Attwood'* book, like othen of the nme nature, wia ordered to be burnt at the 
ctoa of Edinburgh by the banda of the oommon hangman. Mr Andenon'a pub- 
lication ia now of little ralue, except for the charten attaded to it in the ahape 
of an appendis. 

Thii af&ir waa the crini of Andenon'a fate io life. ' He had, iu the coune of 
hi* reaearcbea for the enay, collacted a large maa of national papen; the atudy 
of diarten wa« jurt then beginning to be appredided by antiquariea; tbe enlhu- 
■iam of the nation waa favourable, for the mooMBt, to any undertaking whitA 
would ahow the ancient reapectability of ita aeparate ayatem of government. Un- 
der all thcM ciicumataneea, Andenon found it eaty toaecure tbe patronage of Ae 
Scottiah eatatea towarda a deaign for engraving and puhlidiing a t^ei of &o 
nmilea of tbe royal charten, previoua to the reign of Jamea L, and of aeala, me- 
dala, and coina, from the earlieat to the preaent time. In November, 170S, he 
had a parliamentary grant of three bundled pounda towarda thia object He then 
proceeded vigoroudy with the work, and in Mandt, 1707, had not only expend- 
ed the three hundred pounda granted by pariiament, but five hundred uid ninety 
pound* beiidea, iriudi he had drawn fiom bia own limda. A committee reported 
the fiuda; and tbe eatatea, while they apjvoved of bia conduct, recommended ts 
the Queen to bealow upon him an additional oontribution of one thouaand and 
fifty pounda aterling. Another parliamentary act of gi 
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latt piTKwedliigi of the SoouUi eMaua— nai lo re<»mm«Dd bun to the Qiw«d 
" SI a perup mnitiiig her gradoui fsTour, in confeiring any offics or tnat upon 
him, M bar Majesty in her royal wiidun, dtall think fiL" 

Quite intoxicsied with thi» wcceHj Andenon now ga*e up hii profeadon, and, 
remlriiij- to derote bimaelf entirely to the national lerrice ai an antiquary, re- 
mored to London, in order t» iuperinteDd tlM pn^;reai of hii woric The erent 
only added another ptoot to what ii already abundantly clear — that aarcely any 
prapecta in the precarious field* of literature, oi^t to tempt a man altogether lu 
red^ a pTofeasional meana of nibiistance. ITie money roted by the expiiinir 
parlinraeat ia laid to have never been paid; — the Briti^ nnate perhap* oooaider. 
ing itself not the proper beir of the Scottiah eitatea. Apparently in lieu of 
money, he waa Avoured, in 1715, with the appointment of poit-maater general 
for Scotland ; but of thia be waa depriTed in little more than two yean. What 
progrsB he now made with bii great wcffk fa oot very clearly known. He ia 
found, in 1716, adrertiiing that tboae who might w>«h to encourage it " could lee 
tpedmena at hig bouse, abore the post^ffice in Edinbuigb." Am the expense of 
engrarin^ must have borne hard upon hi> diminidked reaources, he would appear 
to have digre«ed Ibr some yean into on employment of a kindred nature, at- 
tended with greater fadlitie* of publication. In 1727, he published the two fint 
volume* of his well known " CollecUom relating lo the History of Mary, Queen 
of Scotland," Edinbui^li, 4to, which was q»eedily completed by the addition of 
two other Tolumes, This woik contains a large nuw of valuable miginal docu- 
ments connected with the Marion controveny; but George Cholmen, who went 
fiver tbe same ground, insinuates that there ia too much reason to suqted hii ho- 
nesty as a tnuiacriber. If tbe prejudices of the two men are &irly balanced 
Against the reputations whidi they respectively bear as antiquaiie^ we nitat ac- 
knowledge that the-diarge may not be altogether gn>undle«. 

Anderson died in 1738 of a stroke of apoplexy, leaving hii great work unfin- 
idted. Tbe plates were sohl, in 17S9, by auction. at'jESSO, and it was not till 
1737 that the work appeared, under the title of " Selectui IKplomatum et Nu- 
niianalum Scotis Hiesaurug," the whole being under tbe care of the celebrated 
lliomas Ruddiman, who added a most elabiaate pre&ee. 

ANDERSON, Juat, D.D. author of a hvge and uwful work, entitled, " Royal 
Qeuealogies," was the brother of Adam Anderson, author of the Commercial 
History. He was for many years minister of the Scots preabyterioD church in 
Swollow-n-eet, Hccadilly, land was well known among the peo^e of that persua- 
iion in London, by tbe nick-4iame of Bishop Anderson. He was a learned but 
imprudent man, and lost a considerable part of his property from too deep dab- 
bling in the 8outh.Sea scheme. His great work aa an author was, " Royal 
Genealogies, or the Genealc^cal Tables of Emperora, King*, and Frincee, from 
Adam (!) to these Times," London, folio, 173S. The compiladon of this huge 
HOik, in which be was aided by many eminent personages, whose families enter- 
ed into its plan, cost him, according to hia own account, the labour of seven 
yeai& It is certainly tbe completeat woifc of the kind in existence, though vrilh 
no pretensions to- discrimination. The author says very frankly in hjs prefkce, 
that, " He has avoided all teniia and expressions that may give offence to any nation 
or Otnily, to any peison or party ; having nothing to do with the national con- 
troversies of histonau, a<a with tbe ecdedasticol and religious debates of theolo- 
pans, nor with the politics of statesmen, nor with the private jangle* of the oi. 
tics in a woik of this kind, but only with facta and plain truth : so that he haa 
let every nation snjoy its own &ith; and if any find feult, he hopes they will 
readily excuse hiiu, not having de«gned to ofibnd them, and is willing to make 
Mtiifaction, if he lives (o publidi a second editioi^" Dr Aodenon also wrot« 
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"The CwHtittfion of Om FrM Maaou," being the duqtlsin of that body in 
LondoD. The «Utw of thii wortby boiui'i biith and death an not aMutained. 
He lired in a house opposte to St Jamee'i diiadt, FiccadiUy. 

ANDEBSIW, Jabu, an agriculhiral and mifcellaiieoiu writer of great 
merit, waitbe nD of a fkimer at Hemiiitoii, in the couut; of Midlothiui, «4iBro 
he ifM bean in the year 1739. Hii father dying when be wai very young, he 
wu educated by hia guardian to oociqty the fann, which acoordingly ha began to 
manage at the eariy age of fiiteen. It may b« aippoeed that be couU iMit have 
been inbuted with lo iopoitont a dia^e< if he had not ali«Bdy laaaillMted 
■ymptomi of Mqwrior character and intellect ; much les, wilfaotit wch qualific*- 
tiom, could he have diMharg«d it, h he ii nid to have done, with the ap^ba- 
tion of all who-had oocacion to obaerre hit openitiona La reading mom agri- 
cultural wvrii*, to qualify bimMlf for hia duties he had obeerred that it would be 
of adrantage to itudy chemiitry: be accordingly attended the lecturee giren in 
the unlvernty of Edinhuirgh by Ih' Cullen, who, although aiipriaed that one to 
young diould bant fanned thii raadutioo, bad mtoa Mawni to admire hit pupil'i 
laudable cuiiaaity and good wnae, and liberally aflbided him erery encourage- 
ment in hii pomr. To diemiAry he added the tbudy of certain collateral 
brandiM of acience; ao that, when he entered upon hia farm, ha wai not only 
abU to keep up with bii luon aged and experienced oeigfaboun, but adopted a 
number of improien>enla, uggeded by Kientific knowledge and native good 
■enM, whitjl were ^eedUy found to be of a moA prolitable nature. Among hi) 
impovemenlt wai the iotroductjen of the noall two-hmM plou|^ xUch, ance 
then, hai » oompletety baniahed the lumbering engine formeHy drawn by a 
Hring of cattle. Nor did the uecemry biainea of hii iarm preclude all adrance- 
mwit in knowledge. He ttUI proaeoited hii Kudiea wilb great eagemoa, and 
aoon contriTod to ama« an immenee Mock of information upon olmoat all tab- 

Hia fira attempli in literature speared in the ihapa of Eaayi on Planting, 
in Ruddiman'i Weekly Magazine for 1771. In 1777, haring previouily remored 
to a Ia>^ fann in Abecdeenifaira, he pobliahed Iheie eaayi in a Kpaiate mlurae. 
In 1776, appeared hii Eaay on Cbimoeyi, in whidi the prindple afterwardi 
icted OB in tbe patent Bath itaTe wa« Brtt explained. In the Mme year with bii 
rolinne on Planting, speared Tarioia pamphleti connected with rural economy, 
all of idiich were omto or leai calculated to gratify the inoeaiing deaire of bii 
countrynen for icientiliG knowledge upon wch Ihmiliv aibjecta. Tbe fiune of 
Ibeee woriia procwwd hjm a Tery esleoiire acquaintance with penoni of emi- 
nence, wbo widied to pmlH by tbe remarka of lo able a pcscti(»l tarmar; and 
in )7S0, the UniTenity of Aberdeen acknowledged hit merit by oonferdng upon 
bim Ibe degree of LIj-D. 

Andenon had been married in 1763; and a deure of educating a rery nu- 
meroia fanuly, together with certain conndarationi aa to the enjoyment of literary 
todety, induoed bim, in 1783, to remove to Edinburgh, learing tbe management 
of hii farm to penom pMperly qualilied. A tract which he bad written on tbe 
■ubject of the Fiiberitt^ thot^ not printed, aUraded tbe attention of tbe go- 
remment, and he wairequeited in 1784 to undertake a tour of the wetfern coaK 
of Scotland, for the purpoee of obtainiag infonnation on thii impottaot lubjecL j 
He readily acquietced, and performed the ta>k to the high aatidadion of hii 
empLoyen, who, howerer, never oflered him any remuneration, llie reodt of 
hii laboun appeared in 1799, ai " An Account «>f the preaent *ata of tbe He- 
bridee and Wetfem CoaMt of Scotland ; being the MibMauoe of a leport to the 
Lordi of the Treatury." 

Pataag over nme minor work* of I)t Andenon, we rauit make bonourable 
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mentiun of a literary and fcientiiic misxllcuiy which he commenced in 179], 
under the title of llie Bee. Thii work wu publUied in weekly Dumb«n at six- 
pence, and, by iU delightful intermixture of useful information with lightet 
mattecB of the ielUi lettTe; woi eminently cnlculnted for the improvement of the 
young. It was occanoDally embelliahed with portraits, Tiowi, and draughts oi 
scientific objects — in, it it true, a rery homely style, hut stilt not much inferior 
to the taste of the age, and cert^nly fitted to giTs the work sn increased merit 
in the eyes of its jurenile purchaser*. The work ran Irom the 22nd of December, 
1790, tfrihe 2lBt of January, 1794, when it was at length relitctantly abandoned, 
ns the ingenious editor infonns us, not on Eiccount of any failure in its circula- 
tion, for that was considerable enough to yield a large apparent profit, but be- 
cause such a large proportion of the subscribers were remiss in their payment* a* 
to induce on ab«olute Ion to the conductor. The cetsation of such a meritorious 
little publication was the mon to be regretted, as Anderson had only been able, 
towards its close, to bring the anirtance of his numeroiB and distant correspon- 
dents into full play. The numben pubUdied form eighteen Tolumes duodecimo, 
and throughout the whole of that space, we believe there does not occur one line 
which can be considered reprehensible for its mural etiect. 

Among other papers in the Bee was a serie* of Eaays on the Political Progress 
of Britain. Though only written in what woidd now be consdeted a libeml 
strain, they appeared in the eyea of the sheritTas calculated to have an injurious 
tendency at that inflamed period ; and the learned Doctor was accordingly sum- 
moned to give up the name of the author. This Anderson tefused, from peculiar 
notions as to literary secrecy ; he desired to he himself considered a* the author. 
After a second and a third application, he still refiised; and when the prinleis 
were sent for, and simitnrly interrogated, he charged them in the foce of the 
magistrates, to preserve his secreL All this was the more singular, as his own 
principles were known to be eminently loyal Respect for his talents and character 
induced the magistrates t^ let the matter drop. The real author, a worthies 
person named Callender, being afterwords about to quit his country for America, 
wailed upon the authorities, and insinuated that the papers were written by lord 
Oardenstone, a man to whom he owed many obligations. Immediately on hear- 
ing of this infamous conduct, Anderson came forward, and refuted the chatve by 
avowing Callander himself to be the real author, l^e whole of this afliiir reflects 
great credit upon the character of Dr Anderson. 

About the year 1797, this ingenious person removed with his family to Lon- 
don, where he undertook varioiia works connected with his favourite study of 
sgciculture. For several yean be tvrote the article* on this subject in the Mantlily 
Review ; and from 1799 to 1903, he conducted a separate miscellany under the 
title of " Recreations in Agrioilbcre," whidi was only discontinued on account oi 
« obstructions incident to such a mode of publication. From the \aA men- 
tioned date, he devoted himself almost entirely to the relaxation which advanced 
years and severe studies had rendered necSHOry, and particularly to the cultiva- 
tion of his garden, which became a miniature of all his past labours. In 1801, 
he married a second wife, who surrlred him. He died on the 15th of October, 
1809, at the age of sinty-nine. 

In his younger days, Dr Anderson was remarkably handsome In his person, if 
nuddle stature, and robust nu^ce. Extremely moderate in hit living, the country 
Bxerdae animated his cheek trith the glow of health ; but the orentrained exer 
tion of his mental poiven aftenvard* shook his constitution, and hurried him into 
old a^. He wot a man of independent mind; and in the relative duties ot 
hudKuid and father, exhibited a prudential care, mixed with aflbction, which 
Donunonded the admiration of his friends. Of^ Dr An'derien's abitlties, his works 
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«Klubit «a many proofs that Uiey may be appealed to with perfect oonfideiice. 
Allhoi^ a TolJminoin writer, there ia no subject connected witli hit farourite 
jHinuit, on which he hai not thrown new lighL But hit knowledge wai not coii- 
liaed to one •cience. He exhibited, to give only one inAance, rery condderHble 
powen of research, when in 1773, he published, in the firat editJt>n of theKncy* 
ciopedia BriUnoico, an article under the bead Monsoon. In thia he clearly 
predicted the recult of cqitain Cook's lint voyage ; namely, that there did not 
exjgt, nor ever would be found, any continent or large island in Ihe wuthem 
hemisphere except New Holland alone ; and this waa completely verilied on 
captain Cook's return seren months afterwards. Upon the whole, though the 
name of Dr Anderson is aaocialed with no BcientilUc or literary triumphs of great 
splendour, hit exertions, by (heir eminent and uniform usefulness, hare given hjin 
very con^derable cUinu to respect. A rninule specification of his w^ki it to be 
found in the Scoli Magaxine for ISO!). 

ANDERSON, Joum, M.A. an eminent Presbyterian dei^yman of last century, 
grandfather of Professor Andenon, the subject of the next article. Of his eariy 
history very little is known, except that he received a university education, and look 
his degree in arts. He was afterwords preceptor to the great John Duke of Argyle, 
and he mentions in his letters upon the Overtures concerning Kirk Seationi and 
Presbyteries, (hat he had resided in Edinburgh for twenty-five years in early life. 
He seems also to have taught a school, and he is upbraided by " Curst Calder." 
with having been "an old pedantic dominie, teaching hae data." Itwai not, how- 
ever, till after his settlement as minister of Dumhniton, that he became known as 
author. The earliest of his production* thnt haa been discorered ia entitled, " A 
Di.ilogue between a Curat and a Countreyinan concerning the English Service, 
or l3ommon-Frayer Book of England," whitil was printed in quarto at Glasgow, 
about 1710. The question relative to the form of prayer used in Scotland, im- 
mediately after the Refonnation, was at this time keenly canvaoed by the Scottish 
EpiBcopalianBandPre<byterianB,and the cle^y of the former persuawon had very 
shortly before introduoed the litui^ into their church service, (Carstarea' State 
Papers.) Mr, aAerwards Bishop, Sage endeavoured in his "Fundamental Charter 
of Prehbytery Examined, "to show that the English liturgy had been u«ed in Scot- 
land for at least seven years after (he establishment of the Protectant religion. In 
this he was opposed by Mr Anderson, who adduced many arguments (o prove thai 
it was not the English liturg]?that is spoken of by the Scottish historians, but thai 
used by the English church at Geneva. Soon afterwards Andeiwn published a 
"Second Dialogue," (dated 171 1) in which, says he, "there is hardly any thing 
of importance which is not said in the very words of the writers of Ihe other 
side," and in which South, Beveridge, Hammond, and Burnet are the Curotea 
whoM sentimenls are opposed. " A Le((er &om a Countreymon to a Curat," 
followed the dialogues, and received several answers, of which hb shall only 
menUon one, written by Robert Colder, an Episcopalian clergyman, the friend 
of Dr Archibald Pitcnirn, and printed in his " Miscellany Numbers relat- 
ing (o the controversies about the Book of Common Prayer," 4c. folio, 171.'). 
To this attack Anderson replied in a pamphlet entitled " Curat Calder WhipL" 
He soon after published " A Sermon preached in the church of Ayr at the open- 
ing of the Synod, on Tuesday the lint of April, 1713," printed at the desire oi 
the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr, {quarto, price sixpence,) and in 1711, the work 
by which he is best known appeared. It has for its title, " A Defence of thu 
Church Government, Faith, Worship, and Spirit of the Presbyterians, in answer 
to a book entitled an Apology for Mr Thomas Hhind," See. 4to, and is dedicateil 
(o Archibald Earl of Islay. About the beginning of the year 1717, Andenou 
inform* us, " the people of Gla^ow were pleased to move that I should be called 
o Stewart of Pardovan, p. 1.) 
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but the ptoceedingi relative to ihU truwu^ion strikingly illuitrate tlte tnidi of 
Wodrow'i lemark In a letter to Dr Cotton Mather.' " We are biting and i» 
TOuring one anotber," layi the venerable hiatoriui, " and tike to be couiumed one 
of aac^ier. In our neighbouring city of Glasgow, wbere since Ibe Revolution, 
unity and harmony, Mid consequently vital religion flourished, now beat, and 
strife, and every evil work abound. The university is split and broken. I'he 
nugistrates and niiniiters are at present in no good tena." The lonie author 
Drives us some additional information i«latire to Mr Anderson's case in a letter 
to the Rev. James Hart, one of the ministen of Edinburgh in 1718.' "Our Synod 
last vreek," says he, "bad the Presbytery of Glasgow's reference ufMr Anderson's 
call before tliem ; the nunislers' reasons of dissent and the town's answers were 
read, and the ministers' answen to them read, viva voce. The advice given al 
the close of the last Synod when the house was thin (to fall from Mr Andenou) 
was disliked by the Synod now when full, and it was agreed not to be recorded. 
Tbfl vote ftmo to be stated, — concur with the call, and transmit it to the Presby- 
tery of Dumbarton, or refer to the Assembly ; and it carried, — concur 63, refer 
41 ; whereon the ministen and four or live of the PreAytery appealed t« (he 
Assembly, and gave in a complunt vertudly against Mr A nderson, which Ihe 
Synod lAliged ^em to bring in in wriM, signed, UMnoirow." Mr Anderson was, 
however, at length settled in Gla^ow in 1730, although it appears fnmi 
M'Ure's History that the Narth-Wnit Chun^ to iriiich he was appointed was not 
(bunded till 1791, nor finished for "a year or two thereafter." It would be 
difficult to explain Andenon's motives in coming lo Glasgow, — his colleagues 
were disgusted et s letter addrened by Uni to Waller Stewart of Parduvan, wfaicb 
was published in 1717, ,Bnd contaiued some severe remarbi upon them, and he 
says, in a strain of bitter irony, " 1 confess I was under a great temptation of 
being eagto for a settlement in Glasgow, for what minister would not be fond of 
a lesser stipend and a double diaige I"' Nor was he more fortunate in his lint 
appearance in his new parish, for he bad, according to M'Ure, a kind of conse- 
cration sermon, which disgusted " the stricter, or more bigotted sort of the peo- 
|ile." In the same year in wliic^ he was appointed one of the ministers of 
Glasgow, " Mr Anderson's LMters upon the Overtures oonceming Kirk Sessions 
and Presbyteries" appeared in I2dio. Of this topic he says, " I must neods con- 
fesi that it is the most melancholy subject I ever wrote upon. There was plea- 
lure as well as duty in contending with our prelatic edvenaries ; but alas < 
In dvil war, to loss or gain 's the satnn. 
To gain '■ m gtory, and to lose a shsmc" 
These letters extend to six, and although now little known, as they refer merelj 
to an ephemeral subject, cout^n some curious historical information, and not a 
little satire. Mr Anderson did not long survive hii call to Gla^;ow, — the dnte 
of his deadi has not been ascertained, but bis aucceesor was appointed in 1733. 
His controversial writings are fidl of valuable historical infornmtion, and show 
him to have been thorou^y rened in theoli^cal Ltersture, but it cannot be too 
much regretted that he so &r indulged in intemperate language. We have not 
allnded to some of lus smaller pamphlets, which refer merely to subjects of a 
temporary or local nature. 

Upon the family tombstone, erected by the will of Professor Andenon, over the 
grave of his grandfather, upon the front of the Norlb-West Chord), Glasgow, 
was insoribed the following memMial of Mr Anderson : — " Near this place ly 
the nmains of the Her. John Anderscm, who was preceptor to the famous John 
Duke of Argyle and Greenwich, and minuter of the gospel in Dumbarton in 

' Wodrow's History, new edition, vol. 1. p. sxv. 
>1 BiitOTT, vol. 1. o. xxli. ' Letlera on the Uvsrtnrcii I> (i7. 
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beginning of die eiglitseitth c«atiiry, aiidin tbiicburch in the year 1730. H« wm 
the author of 'The Defence of the Chnnd^^TeninieDt, Faith, Wonhip, and Spirit 
ofUiePreibyteiiani,' and ofseveral other BcdeaisBtical and politicdtncti. Aiapioiu 
miniiler and an eloquent prewber, a defender of ciiil and religioiM libetty, and a 
man of wit tmd learning, he woi much eiteemed ; be lived in the teign of Charles 
II., Jame* IL, William III., Anoe, and Ueoi^ L Batii tinm, and ludt a man, 
forget not, reador, while thy country, liberty, and religion are dear to thee." 

ANDERSON, Johii, F. R. S. protM«>r of natural philoaophy in the aniTennl/ 
of Glaigow, and founder of the eminen^y uteful initibition, bearing hU name, i:i 
that city, tnu bom in the pariifa of Roaeneath in Umibartonibire, in the year 
173S. He WM the eldett eon of the reTeread Jame* :Andenon, minitter ol 
RoMneath, who wai, in hia turn, the eldett ion of the nveiend John ADdenoo, 
precepUv to Ji^ Duka ol Argyle, aflerwardi minirter of the gospel at IXim- 
baitOD, and whote memoir ii giren in (he preceding article. Hm Nibject 
of thi* memoir, having the miifortune to loie tui falber in early Ufe, wai 
educated by hia auut Mr* Tuner, widow of one of ibe minialen of the High 
church of Stiriing. While regiding St thii tomi, where he mceived tbe rudi- 
menta of learning, he appeared aa an officer in the burj^ier corft raiaed in 
February, 1746, to defend it againit tbe foroea of the young CheTalier. Hit 
conduct on thia oocMion wm worthy of hii diitinguiihed anceator, from whoati 
example be appean to have derived that attadiment to Che principle* of civil 
and religious liberty, which nurked hia character through lift. Tbe carabine ao^ 
other anni which be carried on tbe walla of Stirling aie preurved in the mu>euin 
connected with tail inititution at Glaagow. He received the more advanced part ot 
hia eduoLtion at tbe college of Glasgow, where, in 17fi3. be was appointed to be 
profesMir of oriental Unguagea, being then in the thirtieth year of hia age. 

It waa not in thia aphere that Mr Anderaon wa« destined to thine with great- 
eat luatie. Hit mind had a decided bent towards tbe exact sciencet, and to the 
illustration of tbe aria with which tbey are connected. Hit translation, there- 
fore, to the diair of natural philosophy, which took place in 1760, wat an even; 
highly agreeable to Mm, and also most fortunate (i>r the world While he took 
an eariy opportunity after this event, to fulfil an important prirale duty, by re- 
paying hit aunt for Ute expensea of his education, he entered upon the busineia 
of his clasa with an entfausiattic ardour of application, vriiidi we may aafely pro- 
nounce to hare been without example in any Scottish university. Not contented 
with tbe ordinary duty of delivering a coune of leounn — though he performed 
that duty in a manner alone sufficient to obtain distinction — he was indelatig- 
able in studying and exemplifying the application of science lo mechanical 
practice ; viiiting, for thia purpose, tbe workshops of artizans in the town, and 
receiving, in return fur tbe scientific doctrine whitli he had to communieale, a full 
equivalent of eipeiimentnl knowledge. ThemoM ettimable characteriitic of proles- 
tor Anderson, waa a liberal and diffusive benevolence in regard to the instruction 
of hit race. Under the inipiration of this feeling, which was in that age more 
rare, and therefore more meritorious (ban it is at piesant, be instituted, in ad- 
dition lo his usual class, which was atricUy nuUbematical, one fw Ibe working 
classes, and othera whoso pursuits did not enable them to conform to tbe pre- 
svibed routine of academical study, illustrating bis precepb by experimeoU, ao 
as lo render it in tbe higheat degree attractive. He continued to teadi thit 
antHoga elatt, aa he colled it, twioe ereiy week, dining the Benion, to the end 
of bis life; and it would not be easy toetUmote the abrogate of good which he 
tliut rendered to his fellow-a«ature«. Aa an inttance of tbe liberal good sense 
by which he was governed in hit eminently uselijl scheme, it is relied that, a 
mechanic having Gomplsined to hb aasiitant, that he had scarcely time, after leaving 
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hii work, to change his ireu Wore coming to the cla«i, and haring niggeated 
Ihe propriety ot ihe operatiT«i being allowed lo attend without luch change, 
Hr Andenon, being apprized of the vruh m> expreMed, at once acceded to it. 
Hii wilt a mind too strongly bent on mere usefulneai, to regard empty form. 
Vet, sj a Iecttii«r, be it allowed to hare himtelf exhibited a lurpntiing elegance 
of manner. His style wat eaty and graceful, his command of language unlimit- 
ed, and the ikilt and luccos with which hit mnnifold eKperintents were perfomv 
ed, could not be suTpsaaed. He excited the intereit, and attracted the nUention 
of hit pupils, by the aumeroua and appropriate anecdotes with which he illustrat- 
ed and enlirened hit lectures. Enthusiastic in hit profession, hit whole ambi- 
tion and happiness consisted in making himself useM to mankind, by Ihe dit- 
■emination of useAil knowledge ; and nothing aflbtded him purer pleaaure than 
bearing that any of his pupila hod dittinguislKd tbemselvas in the worid. The 
only distinct work whidi he published in connection with his favourite science, 
wat a Taluabte one, entitled, " Institutee of Fhysios," which appeared in 1786, 
and went through fire editions during the nost ten yean. 

!At the cconniencement of those political changes in France, whidi ended in 
tuch unhappy results, Mr Anderson, at mi^U hare been predicat«d from bit ar- 
dently Ubersl and enlightened character, was among those who tyinpathited 
most warmly with the prooeedingt of the emancipated people. Fierioui to that 
period, he had pnMecul«d a taste for tbe military art, and inrented a ^edu of 
gon, the recoil of which wu stopped by the condensation of common air, withiu 
the body of the carriage, Haring in rain andearoured to attract Ihe attenliou 
of the British goTemment to this inrentjon, he went to Paris, in 1T91, cairyiug 
with him ■ model, whidi he presented to the national Conrentien. Hie gororu- 
ing party in fiance at once pereeired tbe benefit which would be derired &om 
this inTention, and ordered Mr AndereoD'i ntodel lo be hung up in their hall, 
with the following inscriptjon orer it — " Tub out or Sodick to LaMaTT-" 
Vyhilst he wa* in >Vauce, he got a six-pounder mode from bis model, with which 
he made numerou* experintenis in tbe neighbourhood of Paris, at which the 
[ainous Paul Jooea, amongst others, was present; and who gave bis dedded 
approbation of the gun, as likely lo prove highly useful In landing Iroopt ihiiii 
boati, or firing from the round tops or poops of ships of war. Mr Andenon, at 
Ibis period, took a keen interest in the transactions which passed before hii 
eyes. He was present when Louis XVI, was brought back &om Vaiennes ; 
and on the I4th of July, on tbe top of the altar of liberty, and in the presence 
of half a million of I^^enchmen, be sang TV Dmen with the bisbop of Paria. 
when tbe king took the oath to Ihe Constitution, amen being said lo the cere, 
mony by the discbarge of fire hundred pieces of artillery. As the Emperor of 
Germany had drawn a military cordon around the frontiers of France, to prer^nt 
the introduction of French newspapers into Germany, he suggested the expe- 
dient of making small balloons of paper, Torouhed with bailed oil, and filled 
with inflammable air, to which nenspaperi and monifesloet mi^t be tied. Thit 
WIS accoidin^y practised, and when the wind was favourable for GermAny, they 
were sent off, and descending in that country, were, with their appendages, ^ek- 
ed up by tbe people. They carried a small flog or streamer, of which the fol- 
lowing is a translation : — 

(Vsr hllb and dales, nnd linn of hostila tnop, I float in^<;>lic. 
Bearing tbe latri et God uid NUure la oppressed man. 
And Mddlng tham Willi arms their rights mslutalii." 

Mr. Anderson died, Jsnutry 13tb, ITSS, in tbe TOth year of hit age, and the <Is( 
Tear of bis professorship, directing, bj his will, dated Hay 7tb, 1795, tbat tbe whole 
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of hit effect!, of Cf erf kiiiil, itiould be dtr voted to the eataLIUfament of an eduealional 
inititutioD in Olugow, to be detiomin&ted Atuienim'4 Univerniy, for the uie of tha 
uimndemicaL cUaiet; lo that, even while he wii coiitigiied to ths lilent dult, ha 
might tliU, b; meoDi cf hi) bonounbl; acquired wealth, prove of lervice to thoie 
wbon he bmd benefited lo loueh, during hi> own life, b; perioTiil exertion. UJi 
will wu carried into effect on the SIh of June fullowing, b; (be magiitratei granting 
a chartei of incorporation to tha propoaed inititution. According to the deugD ol 
the fouDder, there were to be four eollegea — for arti, medicine, law, and theolog; 
— beaidea an initiatorj acbool. Eacb eollegt wai to consiat of nine profeiiora, the 
leoior profeaior being the preaident or dean, Aa the fundi, however, were inadequate 
to the plan, U wu M &r*t commenced with onl; a lingle courae of leeturea on 
natural philoeopby and chemiatry, bj Dr Thomaa Garnett, well known for hit 
uumeruua adentific and medical woilca, and alao for bia " Tour through the Highlanda 
aiid part of the Weatem lalea of Scotland." Thia courae waa attended for the firat 
fear b; nearl; a tbouaand penona of both aexea. In 1798, a proEeaaor of mathe- 
matici and gaography wai appointed. The aplendid apparatua and library of the 
founder, which were Talued at L.3000, added greatly to tha advantagea of the infant 
ioetitution. In 1799. Dr Garnett, being appointed profeaaorin tha Royal Inatitutiou 
■t Loodoa, WM aucoeeded by the eminent Dr Birbeck, wbo, in addition to the 
branchea taogbl by hia predeceaaor, introduced a familiar ayatem of philotophical and 
mechaniAl information to five bundred operative meehanica, free of all «zp«oaa,tbiu 
giving riae to Meehanica' Inatitutiou. Tbe Anderaonian inatitution wai placed, by 
the will of tha foonder, under the inapeclion and control of the Lord Provoat, and 
many other bonoarabla peraona, ai ordinary viiitori, and under the mon immediate 
nupcrintendence of eighty-one truateei, who are elected by ballot, and remain in 
ofHce for life. Since the firat eatabliihment of the Unxvenity. ai it may Tery pro- 
perly be called, it baa gradually been extended, nearer and nearer to the original 
dtaign of the founder. Tbere are now [1862] Gfteen profeaiora, wbo deliver lee- 
turea on aurgery, inatitutei of medicine, chemiatry, practical chemiatry, midwifery, 
practice of medirine, anatomy, materia medica, pharmacy, and dietetici, medical 
juiiapTudenee and police, mathematica, natural philoiophy, botany, logic, geography, 
modem language!, Engllah literature, drawing, and painting, Ac. The inatitution 
now poaaeaaea handiome and eommodioui buildingi, which belong to the corporstiOD, 
■lid, among other addition! to it! meani of cultivating and illuttrating acienec, ia an 
estenaive muieum of natural biitory and antiquitiea. Anderion'i Dmvtriilg muat 
be eonaidered a wonderful example of the amount of good which one man. of no very 
great materia] reaource!, may do for hia kind. The private fortune of one profe!M>r 
in the original college of Qlaagow baa here been found luQIcient to produce a new 
fount of learning, not unworthy to rank with tbe old, and of very great pnwtical 
utility to the public. 

A poathumoua wuik of profeeaor Anileraon. entitli^d, "Observation! on Roman 
Antiquitiea between the Forth and Clyde," appeared in tSOl. 

ANDERSON, Robebt, M.D. the biographer of Bmollelt and Jobnaon, wsi born 
00 7th of January, 1750, the aon of a feuar in the rural village of Camwatb in 
Lanarkabire. He received the earlier part of hia education In hii native place, and 
in the adjacent village of Libberton ; wai lubiequently placed under the tuition of 
Mr Robert Thomion, maater of the gramuur-icbool of Lanark ; and finally itudied 
in the univenity of Edinburgh, where he commenced attendance upon the divinity 
claai, with the view of becoming a clergyman. He took the degree of M.D. at fit. 
Andrew! in 1778. In hia early yean, when puraning hi* atudiea at Carnwath, he 
could find bat one congenial mind in the whole of that rural diatnct; thia wai an 
uoforlanata youtb, named Jamei Oimta; the aoa of a neighbour, who, after exhibit- 
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log ooHiderable powen m b poet, died in hi* twenty- lecond yeu, and wboH 
reliqan were afterwardi included by Dr Andenon, more ptrbipi througb tbe influ. 
eMe of fiiendihip, tbui detiberkt* tMta, in bii edition of tba Britiih poeti. Dr 
AndenoD fint antered into practice, ai enrgeon to the DiapennTT of Bamboroufh 
Caitle in NortbumbarUnd ; he afterwardi remoTcd to Alnwick, wbere he married 
Wm Gray, dkiigbter of Hr Jobn Graj, a relation of tbe noble familj of that aatne* 
The declining itata of hii wife'i bealtb, wbich rendered a change of air BeceuBrt', 
iodaced bim, in 1781, to remove to Edinburgh, where ha erer alterwardi midad. 
lie bad here tbe miafortune to loie hii aniable partner, who nuik under • eoniuBp- 
tion, leaving him with three in&nt daugbteii. Dr Andenon having neented a Nnall 
independeoce, practiied no more after thie period, but engaged in inch lilerei; 
avocation* aa ha felt to be agreeable to hie laate, and became the centre of an tgree- 
aUe coterie, in which tba talent* of many a y oath of geniui were for tbe dr*t time 
brought into notice. About tbe year IT93, he began to. prepare hi* edition of the 
Britiah Potti, wbiob foroii thirteen volume*, large ootavo, and appeared between 
Ih* yeare IT06 and 1807. To the worka of each poet la prefixed a biognphlcal 
memoir by Dr Anderson. In 1703, be married far bia aeeond wife, Hiea Dale, 
daughter of Hr David Dale, lehoolmeeteT in Eaat Lothian. A collection of tbe 
work* of Smollett, by Dr Andenon, with a memoir peflxed, bai gone through eight 
edition*. To the laat editioa ii alEied a highly chsraateriitie likenee* of the editor. 
The memoir hat been publitbed repeatedly in a diitinot abape, and la a very reapect- 
■ble production. Dr Anderaon alao publiabed a " Life of Dr Samuel Johnaon, with 
critical obaervation* on hi* work*," which haa paaaed through eeveral editiona. For 
•evcrmi yean before the end of the eighteenth century, Dr Andenon wa* editor of 
the Edinburgh Magaiine, e rival of the Scote Hagaiine, mora varied and lively in 
It* detail*, and which afforded him an opportunity of bringing forward the produc- 
tion* of hia young fncntli. Tbii work commenced in the year 1784, and at the end 
of 1SD8, waa incorporated with tbe Scota Magaiine : it wai much indebted to ite 
proprietor, Jame* Sibbald, editor of the Chronicle of Scottiih Poetry, to Lord nailei, 
and other eminent literary cfaaraetera. An>ong tbe publication* which Dr Andereoii 
gave to the world, mutt be included hia edition of " The Work* of John HoAre, 
H.D., with Memwn of hii Life and Writing*;" Edinburgh, ]S20, 7 vol*. Svoi and 
in edition of the poema of Robert Blair; Edinburgh, 1820, 12ino. The great inci- 
dent of Dr Andereon'a literary life nai his ironnection with the cominencenient 
of tbe.oreer of Tfaoniw Campbell. When Campbell first viaited Edinburgh in 
1787. being then in hii twentieth year, he gained the friendililp of Dr" Andereoii, 
who, on being «hown a copy of elegiac veree*, written by him two ytara before, 
when an obicure tutor in MuI1, predicted hi* great auecei* a* a poet. It wes 
through Dr Anderion, In 1798, that Campbell wu introduced to the drcle of hie 
diitinguiihed literary aiaociatea in Edinburgh; and be it WM who encouraged him 
by bi* friendly advice, and aiiiited him by hi* ciiticai acumen, in the publication of 
hi* eelehrated poem, "the Pleaiuret of llope," for the high character of which be 
had, pieviouily to ita appearance, pledged hia word to the public. In acknow- 
ledgment of hi* friendahip, the grateFul poet dedicated hi* work to Dr Andenon. 
During the later yewi of hii life, thii venerable author, though he indulged a* 
much t» ever in literary aocietj, gave no work to the public 

Aa « literary critic, Dr Anderaon wa* di*Cinguished by ■ warm *ea*ibility to tha 
beautie* of poetry, and by eilreme candour. Hi* ohaimeter at A nan waa markeil 
by perfect probity in all hia deilinga, and nnihaken conatancy In friendahip. Hi* 
manner waa lively and bustling ; and from hii long-continued acquaintance with the 
Uterary world, he poeaetaed an unrivalled fund of tbrnt apeciea of goflNp and anecdote 
which give* to much pleMure in Botwell'i Life of JobiMon. 
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Dr Anderson died of diopi; in the chett, Febiuwy 20, 18S0, in hii eightjr-aral 

ANDERSON, Waltka, D.D. The era of chia gentlemaii'i biith li unknown ; 
lie died at an advanced age, July, 1900, after baring been miniMer of the parub 
of Chimnde for fifty year& He ii a remai4[fibl« ipecuiMD of that cIob of au- 
thor*, nbo, witlKHit Ihe leait power of enUrtaining or inOmcting (heir fellow- 
creaturea, yet peniA in writing and publiibiDg- booki, which uobody erer reads, 
and Aill, lilie the man crazed by the lottery, expect that the next, and tbo next, 
and the next will be attended yrith ucce*. Perhapa Andenon'a cacoelhet $eri- 
btndi receired its lirat impulae from the following kiditxoiB circuntEtaoce. Hit 
pariah comprehending the houae of Nloewell*, he wu often entertained there, 
in MMOpauy with the brother of tbe proprietoF — the celebrated Darid Hume 
Tbe conrenation hanng turned one day on die aucceaaM of Mr Hume as an au- 
thor, Anderaon said, " Mr David, I dare aay other people mig^t write book) 
loo; but you clorer fellowi hare taken up all Ihe good aubjecta. When 1 look 
about me, I caunot find one unoccupied." Hume, wbo liked a joke upon an ua- 
uapectiog clergyman, aaid, " what would you think, Mr Andenou, of a hiatory 
of Cnma, king of Lydla? — that ha* nerer yet been written." Mr Andenon 
waa delighted with the idea, and, in abort, " upon that hint he urole." In 1755 
wat pubUsbed, " The History of Cr<nua, king of Lydio, in four porta ; contain- 
ing obserrations on tbe ancient notion of deatiny, or dream*, on the origin and 
credit of tbe omdes, and tlie principle! upon which their oraclea were defended 
against any tUtack." What is perhaps the beat part of the jest, the work waa 
honoured with tbe following serio-burlesque notice in the Edinburgh Beriew, 
then juit atorted by Hume, Smith, Carlyle, and other wita — the aitide being 
written, we have no doubt, by the *ery man who incited the unhappy authw tii 

"Cnrsus king of Lydia is a prince whom we never expected to hare met 
with, aa the liero of a serious history. Mankind seem at last to feel the nece»- 
sity of contracting rather than enlai^ing that period of history, whidi ought Ki 
be the object of their study and attenUon. If this sentiment be juat, how unfor- 
tunato and ill-timed is our author's attempt to recaU &wn oblirion the name and 
odrentiu^ of a monarch of auch distant and dubious fame. He himself seems 
aware of this objection to his work ; and it is but juat to bear what he can plead 
in hia own defence, ' The enthuaiastic principles of ogee long paat, and the 
artificial devices then used to work upon the paiuons of men, may appear to 
some a subject of history not enough interesting in tbete times. But if the 
most essential port of knowledge, derived from biatory, be that of mankind, it 
surely cannot well be learned, without thorou^ly considering the various sentl- 
menta and opinions embraced by them in different ages of Ihe vnwld. Our view* 
of human nature raurt be partial and confined, if they be only direded to some 
of it* bte and present appearances. By carrying our thoughts back into ancient 
limes, we may see reason for abating much of the amazement or disUke which 
i* apt to ariae iu our minds, whan we read Uie religious or political violences 
mariced out in modern history.' 

" If the reader shall wistain Ihi* apolo-^ for the subject, (wbicl) we by no 
means require him to do,) we can asiure him that he will find our author neither 
destitute of skill in composition, nor a stranger to propriety and neatness of Ian- 
guago. He has treated bis subjects with abundance of erudition, and by his man- 
ner of relating it, render* an old tale somewhat tolerable. 

"We cannot, however, im^ne our reader* to be so much interested in tlie 
Lydian roonardi, as to make it necessary for us to enter into any detail of hii 
action). We approve of our author's choice of Herodotus rather tiiati Xeno. 
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phon ; * * but U the nuae time, our author's hiitory haa derirad, from H*' 
rodotiu, an air and chaxscter whiiA will appear uncouth to a modem reader; 
oracle*, dream*, prodigies, luiraculoua interposiUons of the god*, and no le*i 
miraculous inAance* of credulity and folly among men, are the objecta perpetu- 
ally before him. The rage of reading novel*, which ha* spread go wonderfully 
oTer Britain, msf peifaap* have accustomed the public ear to auch Emprobabili- 
tles. To all true lovers of the marrellou*, ive therefore recommend our author's 
heroa Hi* adventures, though related in a better style, are a* Hx rentoved from 
truth, and very near a* mudi connected with inttniction, a* mott of those which 
of late year* have been so diligently atudied by a great part of the nation. 

"We conclude this article with an admonition to the author. In any future 
performance', we advise him either to venture into the region of pure fiction, or 
to confine himself within the precincts of real hi*tory. In the former, by hi* 
talent* for composition, he may become an agreeable writer ; in the latter hi* 
indusby may render him an instructive one." 

It happens that the worii thus noticed in the second number of the Edinburgh 
lUview, WB* alio the lubject of a oitique in the second nimiber of the Critical 
Review, whidi had then been just started in London by Smollett The article 
in the latter work bean such evident marks of the pen of the distingtiiahed 
editor, and refers to such an extraordinary work, that we shall make no apology 
for the following extraAta. 

After remarking that the volume ha* been dtiefly compiled bom the episodes 
of Herodotu*, that it exhibit* a mitersbls Aatneas of style, and that all the ftct* 
scattered throughout it* two hundred and thiity-five page* might have been 
related in three or four, die critic proceeds to say^" we are apt to believe that 
this is the first essay of come young historian, who has been more intent upon 
forming his style and displaying hi* learning, than carefiil in digesting hia plan, 
and combining hi* materials ; the subject is too meagre to oflbrd nourishment to 
the fancy or understaniling ; and one might as well attempt to build a fint-rate 
man of war from the wreck of a fishing-boat, as to compose a regular history 
from such a scanty parcel of detadied observations, The compiler has been 
aware of this deficiency, and has filled up his blank paper with unnecessary ar- 
gument, and a legion of eternal truths, by way of illustration. What could be 
more ODnecewary, for example, than a detail of reason* for doubting the divinity 
er dsBmoniadsm of the ancient oracles? who believes, at Ihi* time of day, that 
they were either ioapired by the deity, or influenced by the devil? What can 
be more superfluous than a minute commentary and investigation of the absurdi- 
ties in the plea of the priestes*, when she was taxed with falsehood and equivo- 
cation ? But we beg the author's pardon ; he wrot* A>r readers that dwell 
beyond the Tweed, who have not yet renounced all commerce with those familiar 
spirits, whidi are k> totally discarded from this part of the island. There is 
still s race of sootluayer* in the Highlands, derived. If we may beliere lome 
curious antiquaries, from the Druids and Bards, that were set apart for the wor- 
ship of Apollo> The author of the history now beftm us, may, for ought we 
know, be one of these venerable seers ; though we rather take him to be a 
Presbyt^ian teacher, who ha« been used to expound apothegms that need no 
explanation." 

The history of Cnpsu* king of Lydia, one of the moat dtrious production* 
recognised in the history of Uterar;/ mania, i* now eTctremely raro—not by any 
means tram the nh*(»bing appreciation of the public, but rather, apparently, from 
the very limited extent of its fint circulation. 

The worthy author, though periiop* daunted a little by the reception of hli 
nrst attempt, in time reoovered the flill t»ne of hi* literary ambition ; and lt« 
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next aUeiDpted s woric of much larger compao, whid appealed in 176&. 
ia two quano Toliunes, under tlie title of "llie Hiihtrj of Fraooe during 
the reignf of Frandt 11. and CbariM IX., to whidi b prefixed a Beriew 
of tbe General History of the Nonaitby frooi ilt ongiB to that period." 
The iUGC«M of this wh^ wsi much like that of iti predeceawir; yet in 1TT5 
Ihe author publiihed a coutinnalien in one rolume, under the title, "The 
Biftor; of Fnuca, from tlie conunenceineDt of the reign of Henry 111., 
and the riae of the Catholic League, to the peace of Wonoi and the eitab- 
liahment ol the fiunoui edict of NuiUa in the reign of Henry IV." In 1783, 
appeared two further rolumei, embracing the history fiom the commence- 
ment of the reign of Louit Xlll. to the general peace of Muniter. But these 
continuooi effinta ynre not drawn forth by the encouragement of the public; 
they were solely owing to the deqwrate caeoitht* of the worthy nriter, whidi 
would take no hint from the world — no refusal frvm fame. It is said that he 
was solely enabled to support the expense of bis unrequited labour by a set (^ 
boutes belonging to himself in Dunse, (too appropriate locality!) one of which 
was sold for every succosaire quarto, till at latt something like a street of good 
habitable tenements in that thririog town was conrerted into a row of unreadable 
Tolunei in his library. "Dr Anderson," says the Gentleman's Magadne, " display* 
Done of tbe etaential qualities of historic writing, no research into the secret 
spring* of action, no discrimination of diaiaeter, and no industry iu accumulating 
and examining authorities. Even as a compiler be is guided only by one let 
of materials whidl he Ibund in the Frendi writers, and may therefore be con- 
sulted by the £jigliah reader, as a collection of tbeir opinions, while he is highly 
censurable in not baring receune to original papers and documentf respecting 
the BfTait* of his own country. His style is uniformly tame, and defaced by col- 
h>quial barbarismf." 

In a hterary history of this deplorable daractcr, it is gratifying to find that 
one efibrt was at length judged woHby of some praise. Thia was a work subse- 
quent to the above, entitled, " llie Philosophy of Ajident Greece inrertigated, in 
its origin and progrea^ to the eras of its greoteet celebrity, in the Ionian, Italic, 
and Athenian schools, with remariu en the delinoaled system of their founden." 
His principle in this work, according to the authority just quoted, appear* to 
bare been to supply tbe defidendes in Mr Stanley's voA, and to give place to 
remarks upon the meaning employed by the most eminent Gredan philosophers, 
in support of their physical, theological, and moral systems; and to give a fuller 
and mora connected display of their theories and arguments, and to relieTO the 
frigidity of their bare details by intenpendng observations." In this work he 
displays much learning, and is in general both accurate and perspicuous, althougli 
he it sUU delident iu the graces of style. .Perhaps it would hare been more 
successfid bad it not appearad at the same time with Dr £n£eld'i excellent abridg- 
ment of Brucker's History of Philosophy. 

One of the la«t attempt* of Dr Andenon was a pamphlet againit the prindple* 
of the French ReTolution. This being not only written in hi* usual heary style. 
but advene to the popular ientiments, met with so little sale, that itcuuldscarcely 
be said to have been ever ptiiliihed. However, the doctor was not discouraged ; 
adopting rather the maiim, " confm aadentior ilo," he wrote a ponderous addi- 
tion or appendix to the work, whidi he brought .with him to Edinburgh, in order 
to put it to tbe press. Calling fint upon his friend Principal Robertson, he re- 
lated the whole design, wl^di, is might be expected, elidted the mirthful surprise 
of the Tenerabla historian. " Beslly," said Dr Robertson, " this is the madded 
of all your sdieme* — what! a tmall pamphlet is found heavy, aud you propose 
to lighten it by making it ten tiroes hearierf Never was sudi madneM beard 
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of r " wily, why," annrered Dr Andeiwil, " did you iMrar n« a kiM MJMd by 
boyif " " 1 bare," ansmnd the pritidpa}. " Then, you nuat hare ramaricod 
tluit, irtian you try to rotie the kite by itielf, then U no getting it up : but only 
add a long itring of papan to iti tail, and up it goet like a laverock! " T 
r«Teiead principal ww completely otbtcoiim by thii aipnuent, which Karcely 
left him tweath to reply, m heartily did he Ungh at the ingenuity of the resolute 
author. HowaTvr, we beliere, he erentuallj diMuaded Dr Andenon from hi* 

^INAND, WoLUM, an episcopal dirine of tiie reign of Chaiiee II., wat the ion 
of William Annand, miniitar of Ayr, where he wu bom in 16 33. Hii father, 
harinf read the Mnioe-book at Glaigow in 1637, wai attacked by the women of 
that place on tiie rtreet*, and with tome difRculty Mcaped a tmgical fhta. He 
WW obliged «oon afler to fly from Sootlaod, on account of I)it adherence t« the 
loyBl caun, Young Annand became, in 1651, a Mudent at Univenity College, 
Oxford, and noa gSTC token of his being in^ired with the nine predilection! 
a* hit fadter. Tbougli placed under a pieAylerian tidor, he took every oppor- 
tunity of hearing the epinopal dirinei, who preached clandeitinely in and around 
Oxfmd. In 1666, being then badralM of arts, he received holy orden from the 
bonds of Dr Thomaa Folwar, bidiop of Aidfoit or Kerry in Ireland, and i 
appointed preacher at Weaton on the (ireen, near Bed«ler in Oxfordshire, 
this dtuation, and another to whidi he was preferred in Bedfordrilire, he dist 
guidwd himself by hii pieaching. Immediately after the Restoration, he pub- 
lidted two treMisee in favour of the episcopal ityle of wordiip, which seem 
have procured him high patronage, ai he was now appointed chi^lain to i 
eari at OUddleton, the king^ conumaioner to the Scottirii Ealatei. Hetiiming 
to Scotland with this nobleman, he became minister lucoesnvely of the Tolbootb 
and of the Tron Oiurche*. A* an episcopal clergyman, he mwt have no doubt 
been erceedingly unpopular in his own country ; but there con b« no doubt Ihst 
both his nfnisurations and his writings were highly crediUble to him, the latter 
dispbqiog nuich learning. In 1676, the king appointed him to be dean at 
Edinburgh, and in 166B he began to act at profeaur of divinity at St Andrews 
On the SOtb of June, 1685, he attended the Earl of Argyle, by order of the 
government, at hit execution, and in hi) prayer on the tcaffbld, hod the liberality 
to lament the fall of that nobleman " as one of the pUlan of llie church," 
■n exprottiwi wUoh is sud to have given great of^nce t« his superion. 
After a lift (^ pMr and goodne^ he died in 1689, lamenting v/ith bis latest 
breath, and widi teari in hit eyei, the overthrow of that church whid) he bod 
exerted hiinaelf to mudi to defend and establish. He said, he never hod thought 
to outlive the diurch of Scotland, tutt he hoped that othen would live to see it 

ARBUTHNOT, ALKxunm, an eminent divine of tbe reign of Jamea VI., ton 
of the laird of ArlMithnot, was born in Hie year 1538. Having studied languages 
and philosophy in 6u ITnivervty of Aberdeen, and tivil law under the famous 
Cujadua at Bourgea in France, be look ecdenastical orden, and became in hit 
own connby a vealoot tupporter of the RefbrmMioit. The period of bit entnnce 
into life was 1563, when queen Mary was in pooBaiou of the kingdom. His 
eminent abiUtlet and acquirements pointed him out, young as he was, at a lead* 
ing man in the churd, and accordingly he took a prominent put in teverat 
general aaBinblies. In that of 15S8, he trat appointed by hit brethren to ex- 
amine a motk entitled " Tbe Fall of the Roman Church," whidi wat objected to 
becaina it dyled the king the head of the diurch. The result of hit delibera- 
tiona was an order to Banandyne, the printer, not to print any more boolcs till 
be had expunged this paaago, and ^*> takon avray 8 lewd long wfaldi he bod 
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publidwd at die end of an edition of the FmIiu. The anembly al«> ordered 
that hencefonh no book thould b« publUied till licented by their commlMion. 
" ThiB," it hai been lemariied, " the refonned clergy, who owed their emuicipft- 
^on to the right of priva^ judgment, withitrangeincoiuutency obitructed the 
progreM of free inquiry by taking upon themaelrei the regulation of the pt«M" 

Arbuthnot wm won »fter appointed miniitar of the paridna of Arbuthnot and 
liOgie-Buchan, and in 1569 be became Fnndpol of ibe UniTernty of Aberdeen. 
He wa* a member of the General AMMubly beld Bt fit Andrewi in IS79, in 
whid) drenuoiB t^poiition wi« made to a acbeme of chiird>-f;o*erament, called 
the " Book of PoUcy," wbicfa wai iUTented by certain Aatemen, at the head of 
whom wai the R^ent Morton, to rertore the old titlei of the diurdk, and by 
meani of titular incumbenta, retain ail the temponlitie* among thenifelTea. In 
the General Aaembliei held at Edinbu^h in 1673 and 1577, Aibuthnot wa« 
diocen Moderator ; and be sppean to hare been conitantly employed, on the 
pHrt of the church, io the commiBion lor conducting the troubletome and tedioua 
conteM with the Regency concerning the plan of eccleaiartica] goTuniiMnt ba be 
adopted in Scotland. Tbii oommiMion, under the name of the Congrfigation, at 
length abiorbed lo much power, that ^e Aaembly wai left little to do bi* to 
approre itj rMolutiom. The part which Arbuthnot todi in tbeoe afftin gave 
Mfencs to Jomei VI., and the oAence waa ina«ased by the publication of Bucb> 
anan'i Hirtory, of whldi Arbuthnot waa tbe editor. It waa therefore reaolred to 
reatrsin him by an oppreauTe act of arbitrary poirer ; and a royal order waa 
ittued, foibiddiog him to abnnt himaelf from hia college at Aberdeei^ lite 
clergy, who MW that the deiign of thii order waa to deprive tbera of tbe t>enefit 
of Aibuthnot'a aerrioes, remonitrated : the king, however, remained fnflexihU, 
and the deigy nibmilted. Thi* penecution probably afteded Arbuthnot^ beallfa 
and ipiiiti; for, the next year, 15H3, he fell into a gradual decline and died 
Arbuthnot appears to have poneMed much good aenae and moderation, and to 
have l>een well qualified for public buainea. Hia knowledge wm rariow and 
eiteiuire ; he wai a patron of learning ; and at the rame time that he waa adiTe 
in promoting the inteiMla of the Heformed church, he contributed to the reTiral 
of a taite for literature in Scotland. The only proie production whid be hu 
left, ia a learned and elegant Latin work, entitled " Orationea de Origine et 
UigniliUe Juris," — [Orations on the Origin and Dignity of the Law,] which waa 
printed in ito at Edinburgh in 1&79. For aome qtecimena of Temacular 
poetry, supposed to be hi« compoaition, we may refer lo Irring'a Lires of the 
Ijcottiah Poeta, andM'Crie's Lite of Andrew Melrille. His character baa received 
a larting eulogy, in the diape of an epitaph, from the pen of hia friend MeMll& 
See Delitiea Poetarvm Seotorvm, ii. p. 130. 

ARBUTHNOT, Jomc. M. D. one of Uie condellation of wit* in the ragn of 
queen Anne, and the moA learned man of the whole body, wai the aon of a 
Scottidi clergyman, who bore a near relationship to the noble &niily of Ihia 
name and title. He was bom at Arbuthnot in Kincardineshire, soon aAer the 
Restoration, and received hit education at the Univenity of Aberdeen, where he 
look the degree of M.D. The father of Arbuthnot was one of thoae members of 
the chuich of Scotland, lAo, not being able to iwmply with the prediyteiian sya- 
tem introduced at the Revolution, were obliged to resign their diaige*. He 
retired to a Bonll eatate, wbicfa he poMened by inheritance ; iriiile his sons, lind- 
ing their proepeda blighted in their own country, were under the necenty of 
going abroad to seek their fortune. John carried hia jacohitism, his talents, and 
his luiowledge of physic, to London, where he at first subnated at a teacher of 
mathematis. Hit lint literary effort bore a reference to tbia scienca ; it was an 
" Examination of Dr Woodward's Account (d* the Deluge," a wwk iriild) had 
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bMn publidted in 1696, qnd whidi, in Dr Arikuthnot'i wtimation, wu iireoon- 
cUable with jiot phikaopbical reuoning upon nuUbenutieal piindplM. Thii 
publication, nhidi mppeared in 1697, bid the foundHtion of the •utbor'a litenry 
raputBtion, nhich not long «fter reoeired a luge and deMired iD<TeBw bj hia 
•' ^ay on the uMfulne* of Mathematical Leomiiig." The f«TOUr which he so- 
quired by then publicatioDi, u well h by hi« agreeable maimert and learned 
cwnvenatioii, by degreaa introduced him into practice oi a pfayndan. Beii^ at 
Epioiii, when Prince Geotge of Denmaric wai wddenly taken ill, ba «a« called 
in, and hod the good fortune to effect a cure. The Prince immediately became 
hii patron, and, in 1709, be wu apptunted fourth phyndon in ordinary to the 
queen, (prince Greorge't royal conaoit,) in which ntuation be continued tiU her 
majeMy'i death in 1714. In 1704, Dr Arbuthnot had been elected a member 
of the Royal Society, in consequence of bis communicating to that body a bhM 
ingenious paper on the equality of the numben of the lexea ; a iact irtilch be 
prored by tablea of biithi from IG39, and from wfaidi he deduced the leaaonabla 
inference that polygamy it a notation of the lawi of nature. In 1710, be waa 
elected a member of the Hoyal College of Phyaicianh 

Thu woa the happy period of Dr Ari^uthnofs life. Tory principlea and t4wy 
miuiriATB were now triumphant ; he was in enjoyment of a high reputation, of a 
lucrative prsOica, and a moat honourable pte^noeoL He alio lived in conrtanl 
intercoune with a nt of liteiary men, almoit the greateit who had ever fiouridied 
in England, and all of whom were of hit own way of thinking in regard to poli> 
tica Thi) inrcle included Pope, Swift, Gray, and Prior. In 1714, he ei^iged 
with Pope and Swift, in a de^gn to write a aatir* on the abun of hunun lean- 
ing in every brandi, which waa to have been executed in the hutnoroui manner 
of Cervantca, the original inventor of thia^Mcies of aatire, under the hiAwy ot 
feigned advenbirea. But the protecution of thia deogn wai prevented by the 
queen'* deatli, which loat Arbuthnot hii lituation, and proved a death-blow to all 
the political Irienda of the aaodalAd wit& In the dejection which beiell them, 
they never went farther than an e«ay, chiefly written by Arbuthnot, under the 
title of the Fint Book of the Memoin of Marlinus Scribleiua " Polite letten," 
nyi Warbuilon in hii edition of Pope*! works, " never loM more than in the de- 
feat of diii Kheme ; in the execution of which, each of thii iUwtrioiB triumvirate 
would have found exercise for his own particular talenli ; beiidei conttant em- 
ployment for those which they all bad in common. Dr Arbuthnot was diilled 
in every thing which related to sdence ; Mr Pope was a master in the fine arts ; 
and Dr Sirift excelled in a knowledge of the worid. Wit they had in equal 
mea*ure ; and this lo large, that no age perhaps ever produced three men to 
idtom Nature had more bountifully bedowed it, or Art had brought it to higher 
perfection." We are told by tiie same writer that the Tisreli of Gulliver and 
the Memoir* of a Parish Clerii were at fint intended as a branch of the Memoirs 
of Soriblerua. In oppnation to what Warburton layi of the design, we may pre- 
•ent what Johnson sayi of the execution, " Tbeee memoin," says the doil<»', in 
his life of Pope, " extend only lo the fint part of a work projected in concert 
l>y Pope, Swift, and Arbuthnot Their purpose was to -censure the abuses of 
learning by a fictitious life of an infatuated scholar. They w«i« ditipened ; the 
dedgn never was completed ; and Warburton lament! it* miacairiage, as an event 
very diaartroui to p«^te letlen If the whole may be eatinuited by this ^edmeo, 
ii4ddi seems to be the production of Aibuthnot, with a few touches by Pope, the 
want «f more will not be much lamented; for the folliee which the writer ridi- 
cule* are to little practised, that they are not known ; ncv am the satire be un- 
deiMood but by the learned. He raises phaniMn* of absurdity, and then drives 
(hen away. He cures diseases that were never felt. For this reason, this joini 
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pFoduaioa of Ihree gnat wriUn hu nerer attidii«d any notlca ftooi mankind." 
Wilb tbe opinion of Dr JohnHin w« entirely coincide, m br u the ScribleitM It 
tonoented ; but we think that Arbuthnat wai unfoftunale in the pitrt of the de 
lign which he nlocted, end that, in utirain^ mote pBlpable folllee, be nugfat 
here been man PKcaMfuL Tbe woceM of Swift, in ridiculing mankind in gene- 
ral in hif QuHiTer ia lurely n aufiicient reaun, if no other exitfed, for Ae lamen- 



At tbe death of the Queen, when it pleaaed the new goremment to dkang-e all 
the attendants of the court, the inunortal Biffered with the mortal ; Arbuthnot, 
di^laced &om hia apaitanenti at 8t Jnmes'i, took a hoow in Dorer-itreet, i«maric< 
ing- phihiBi^icall; to Swift, that he " hoped atill to be able to keep ■ little habita- 
ttou wvm in town." Hii circuimtenoei were nerer to proiperoui or agreeable 
after Ihii period. With the world at large, luccea makes merit — and tiie wont 
of it the rerene— and it ii peihapa impo«dble for hmnan natme to think lo hig^ 
ly of s nan who ha« tieen improperly deprived of mm» external mark of diatino- 
tion and honour, aa of him vdio wean it without lo much deaert. The wit, left 
to bii own reeourcea, and with a riaing fiutuly to nipport, aeemt to faaTS now lired 
in aome little enbarrawnent 

In ITIT, AihUhnot, along with Pope, gare aNiilance to Gay, in a farce en& 
tied, •• Three Doan after Uarnage," which, ttrange to ny, waa eoDdemned the Gnt 
night, A rital wit wrote npon tbU lubject : — 

" Such were tha wifi irho boldly did ndvantnra 
To dub a tana by tripartite adrenture ; 
But let Uiem ihara Itaelr diTidend of pralae. 
And wear their own Tool's cap instead of bays." 

Hie failure ii eadly explained, and tbe explanation partly involrei Arbuth- 
QOt's diameter aa a literary wit. The (otlre of Ae principal character wai too 
confined, too oxtrnTagaBt, and too unintelligible to a general auditory to meet 
with AKce* on the kage. It would thut appenr that Ai^uthnot, like many other 
amilar men, had too reflned a style of wit in hia writings — not that tiroad, open, 
pBlpid>le humour which flashee at once upon the conceptions of all men, but 
aomellUng too ridi and rare to be generally i^precdaled. Hia learning led hii 
ndnd to objects not generally miderstood or known ; and, therefore, when he 
wrote, he was apt to excite the sympathies of only a rery limited daa. 

In 1799, Dr Arbuthnot found it neoeaary for hia health to indulge in a Tiait 
10 Bath. He wai accompanied on this occasion by a brother, who was a banker 
at Fari^ and whose extraordinary character called forth the following striking 
description from Pope; "The spirit of philanthropy, so long dead to our world, 
seems terired in him : he it a philosopher all fire ; so warmly, nay so wildly, 
in the right, that he forces all othen about him to be so too, and dram Aem 
into his own TOrtex. He is a star that looks as if it were all on lire, but is all 
benignity, all gentle and beneficial influence. If there be other men in the 
world that would serre a friend, yet he is the only one, I bellere, that oould make 
eren an enemy aerre a friend." About this time, tbe Doctor thia deecaibed him- 
self in a letter to Swift : " Aa for your humble terrant, with a great stone in hh 
right kidney, and a fsnuly of men and women to proride for, he is as dieerful 
in public af&ir* as erm." 

Arbuthnot, in 1733, wns chosen second censor of the Royal Collage of Fhyii- 
(dans; la 1797, he was made an Elect, and had tbe honour to pronounce the IJar- 
reian oration for the year. In 179T, also appeared his great and learned work 
entitled, " Tablea of Ancient Coins, Weights, and Meaaures; explained and ezen>> 
plified in sereral Disaertutiona." He continued lo practice physic with good re- 
putation, and direrted his leiwm hours by writing papers of wit and humow. 
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Among Ukm may be mentioned one, which appeared in 1731, in the diape of 
in epitaph upon the infamout colooel Charterii, and which we ihall preaent in 
thii place a* pevhapi the mort faTourable (pecimen of )> AibuthfiDt'B peculiai 
rein of talent ; — 

" Here continueth to rot the body of FVandi Charteiif, who, vdlb an ioflexi 
ble conitancy, and inimitable miifonnity of life, pevMted, in *pite of Uge and in- 
Gnoitiea, in the practice of erery human rice ; exceptin|^ prodigality and hypo- 
tXTTf; hia imUiable ararice exempted him from the fint, hii mat«ble» impudence 
from the Hcond. Nm wai he mwe lingular in the undeviating pranty of his 
mailnen, than aiccevfid in accumulating wealth ; for, without trade <^ profeaion, 
without tnat of public money, and without bribe-worthy Krrice, be aoquirad, or 
more properly created, a miniiteTial eitate. He wmthe only poraon of hi« time, 
who could cheat with the made of honeity, retain hi* primeiol meannea when 
poMeoed of ten thoiaand a year, and, baring daily daaarred tlie gibbet for what 
be did, wa* at last condemned to it fcv what he could not do.— -Ob! indignant 
reader! llunk not hii life uwle« to mankind! Ptoridence connited at hii exe- 
dable dengni, to gire to after ages a oon^icuoca proof and example of how mail 
ettimation it exorbitant wealth in the aight of God, by hii beitowing it on the 
moit unwtwthy of all mortali."' 

Aibuthnot, about thii time, wrote a rery entertaining paper on the '' Alterca- 
tion* or Scalding of the Andeqti." In 1733, be contributed towardi delecting 
and puniibing the icandaloui fraudi and abuwi that had been cairied on under 
the ipedoui name of " The Charitable Corporation." In the lame year, be pub- 
liihpd fail " Treatiie on the Nature and Choice of Alimenti," which wai followed, 
in 1733, by hii"Emyon the EflecUof Air on Human Bodiw." He ii thought 
to hare been led to time nibjecta by the coniideration of hii own caae ; an aiUh- 
mo, whidi, gtadually inoeaung with hii yean, became at length desperate and 
incurable. A little before hli lad publication, he had met with a lerere domaitia 
affliction in the lo« of his son, Charles, " wbose life," be says in a latter to 
Swift, " if it had so pleased God, be would willingly hare redeemed with hii 
own." He now retired, in a Aste itf great debility to Hamprtead; from whence, 
in a letter to Pope, July ITth, 173i, he gives the following philospphic, and we 
may add, touching, account of his condition : 

" 1 hare little doubt of your concern for me, nor of that of the lady you tnen- 
tion. I hare nothing to repay my friends with at preient, but prsyen and good 
wishes. I hare the satisfactian to find that I am as officioudy sarred by my 
friends, as be that bu thowandi to leare in legaoei ; bendei the assunnoe cJ 
their sincerity. God Almighty had made my '1i»»»»m as eaayas a Uiing of lliat . 
nature can bi. I ban found some relief at least smnetime^ from the air of thii 
plac«. My nighia are bad, but many poor creaturea bare worse. 

I TUs paragon of iilclndnea, who was a nattre of Scotland, is diiiB docaibeii by Fope, 
but, ne baUers, si in tiis spitaph Itself, with much ex&ggoratlon. " Fruicli Chanarii, ■ 
man Inhmous for all rices, whan be irai an euilgn <n Uie irmy, ha was drummed out 
sf thB raglment for a cheat: he nas banlahed Bnusels, and tunied out of Ghent on the 
■ame aoooiuit. After a hundred tricks at Lhe g&mtng- tables, he took to lending of monry, 
Bt esorliitant intarcai, and on great penallJei, accumulaliiig premium, Inlenat. and capibil 
inio a nen capital, and Mliing to s minute when the payment bscanie daai in a irord, by 
a eanitant allenllon to the vines, wants, and follies of mankind, he acquired on inunenw 
foiUme. * * * ' 'He was toiCB condemned for rapes and par- 

doned, but the last lime not without imprisonment In Newgata, snd large conflscsdons. He 
died In Scotland, In 1731, ued SB. Tbe populace, at his ninnvl, nitid a great riot, alau>i( 
tore the body out of the coffin, and east dead dogs, &c. in(n the gtare along with It." We 
auy add, that the motunen had to defend tbemselrea from the mob with t«lr swonb. Sn 
IVaditBni of Edmbanli. One ivmatkaUe bature of ChsHeris' cbaratter b net oenersll) 
linown: though a bully and a coward, he had his fluting days: ha would suffer hlmsel/te 
be Udied for leAising achallenge one day, and the next would accept another and kill bis 
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"At fur you, mjr good friend, 1 Uuuk, tjiice our fint aoquwnUnm, then 1uit« 
not been any of tfaow little sus^Hcioiu or jeoIouBei that oflea afhel the liitcerMt 
friendihipt ; I un aun not on my tide. 1 mutt be to linoere ■■ to own, thai, 
thou^ I could not help valuing you for thcae talenti which the wuid priMc, 
yet diey were not Ibe foundation of my fnendihip ; they were quite of another 
aort ; nor ihall 1 at present offend you by enumerating them ; and I make it my 
iut requett, that you will continue that noble disdain and abhonence of Tice, 
which you leem natunlly endowed with, but itill with a due regard to your own 
safety ; and Kudy more to reftmn than to duwUM, though the one cannot be 
eftcted without the other. 

" Lord Batbunt 1 bare alwayi honoured, for erery good quality that a peraon 
of hii rank oug^t to have : pray, girs my reipecta and kindett wiihea to the fami- 
ly. My Teniion/lomach ii gone, but I hare tboae about me, and often with me, 
who will be very glad of hii preaenL If it ii left at any bouie, it will be trana- 
mitled aafe to nte. 

" A recorery in mycaae, and at my age, la imponible ; the kindett wish of my 
friettd* is adhanatia. Liring or dying, 1 shall always be, — Yours, be." 

In a letter about the aame time to Swift, he sayi he came to Hampilead, not fra- 
life, but fOT ease. That he had gained in a slight degree from riding ; but he was 
" not in drcumttancea to lire an idle country life ;" and he expected a return tA 
the dis<wder in full force on hit return in winter to London. He adds, " I am 
at preaent in the case of a man that was almoat iu harbour, but was again blown . 
badi to aaa ; who has a reaaonable hope of going to a good place, and an 
absolute certainty of tearing a very bad on& Not that I hare any parliculai 
disgust at the wnM, tis I have aa great comfort in my own family, and from 
the kindneti of toy fiiends, as any man ; but the worid in the main displeaselh 
me ; and I hare too true a preaentiroent of calamities that are Uke to befall my 
country. HoweTer, if I should have the happiness to see you before I die, you 
will find that I enjoy the comfort* of life with my usual dieerfulneH. • • * 
My family give you their lore and serrice. The great losa I auatained in one of 
them gave me my fiiM ihodi ; and the trouble I hare with the rest, to bring them 
to a good temper, to bear the lost of a father who lores them, and whom they 
lore, it really a moat sensible affliction to n>& I am afraid, my dear &iend, we 
thail nerer tee one another more in this world. I diall, to the lattmontent, pre- 
aerre my lote and esteem for you, being well assured that you will nerer leare 
the paths of viitue and honour for all that is in the woild. This world it not 
worth the lead deviation from that way," && In tuch a strain did this truly 
good roan ditcourie of his own certain and immediate death, which accordingly 
took place, February, I7SG, in his house, Cork-ttreet, Buriington Gaident, to 
whidi he had returned from Hampttead at the approach of winter. 

Atbulhnot's character wat given by hit friend SwiJl in one dadi ; " He hat 
more wit than we all hare, and more humanity than wiL" " Arbuthnot," aaya 
Dr Johnion in hit life of Pope, " wat a man of great oomprehention, skil- 
ful in hit profenion, vened in the tdences, acquainted with ancient literatun, 
and able to animate hit nuui of knowledge by a bright and active imagination ; 
a tdiolar with great brilliancy of wit ; a wit, who, in the crowd of life, retained 
and diacovered a noble ardour of religious seal" Lord Orrery has Ihut entered 
more minutely into his character. " Although he was justly oelebnled for wit 
and learning, there was on excellence in his character more eniable than all hit 
other qualifications, I mean the excellenoe of his heart He has shown himself 
equal to any of hit contemporaries in wit and vivacity, and be waa superior to 
moit men in acts of humanity and benevolence. Hit very sarcasn* are the sa- 
tirical itrokes of good nature : they are like tlapt in the fice, given in jeal, the 
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etfecU of whidi may nuM bludwa, but no blacknex wiU appear afUr (be blow. 
Ho langfai as jorially at an attendant upon Bacchui, but conCinuei bb lober and 
coniidenite ai a diadple of 8oo«tes. He ii seldom leiioua except in hi* attacki 
upon rice; and tben hii ipirit liaei with a manly ftreogth, and a noble indig- 
nadion. Hia epitaph upon Charterii (aUowinf one nnall alleration, the wnd 
pemitttd, iiwtead of eomtiued at,) U a complete and a nuuteriy ootupontion in 
ita Idnd. No man exceeded bim in the moral duUei of life ; a merit atill more 
to hii honour, at the ambitioui powen of wit and geoiiu are feldma lubmiaure 
enoii^ to confine themielru within Die limitation! of morality. In hia letter 
to Hr Pope, written ai it were upon hii death-bed, he discoren luch a noble 
fortitude of mind at the approach of , hii dlMolution, ai could be inspired only by 
a dear oonadence, and the calm retrospect of an uninteirupted teriee of nrtu& 
The Dean [Swia] laments the bws of him with a pathetic linearity. ' The death* 
of Mr Oay and Doctor,' says he to Mr Pope, ' have been terrible wounds near 
my hearL Their liring would Iia*e been a great comfort to me, although 1 
ihould nerer hare seen them: like a sum of money in a bank, from whjd> I 
should receire at least annual inlereit, as 1 do from you, and hare done &imi 
Lord Bolingbndte."* 

The wit, to wfaidi Swift's was only allowed the lecond place, was accompanied 
by a guilelea heart, and the most perfect simplidty of character. It is related 
of ita paveHW, that he used to write a humorous account of almost erery remarica- 
ble BTent which fell under hit obserratiun, in a folio book, whicli lay in hii par- 
lour ; but M> careleM was he about hii writingi after he wii done with them, that, 
while he was writing towardi one end of tbii woik, he would permit hi* children 
to tear out the learei from the other, for their paper kites. This careleisueas 
hai prerented many of the worics of Dr Arbulhnot from being preserred, and no 
convct lilt hai erer been given. A publication in two volumes, 8td, at Glasgow, 
in 1751, profeising to be hii " Miacellaaeoui Woriu," whs said by hi* ion lo con- 
sist diiefly of the eompoaitions of other people. He wu so much in the habitof 
writing occadonal pieces anonymously, that many fugitire aitidei were erro- 
neously attributed to him ; he wai at fint supposed to be die author of Robinson 
Cniaoe. He scarcely ever ipoke of his writingi, or seenjod to take the leatt in. 
terest in tlieia. He was also smnewhat indolent. Swift said of him, that he 
seemed at Unt right to hare no fault, but that he coiJd not walk. In addition 
to this, he had too mudi simplidty and worth to proht by the expedient! of life : 
In Swift's wmdi, 

'Ha knew bis art, but not hia trade." 
Swift olao roust be considered as iniinuating a certain lerity of feeling, with all 
his goodness, when he says, in antidpation of hi* own death, 

" Poor Pope iriU ^ere a montb, and Gs]r 

A weak, and Arbulbnot a dByf 
though the habittml d»eerlUneM of his dispodtion may have been all tbat the poet 
had in hia eye. fie only othfr worii aioertained as Arbullinot's, beodes those 
mentioned, la the celebrated History of John Bull, a political aU^^cry, which has 
had many {nutationi, but no equal He also attempted poetry, though without 
any particular eflwL A philosophical poem of his compodtion, entitled, 
« FNnei SBATTON," [Know Younelf] is printed in Dodsley'i Miscelbmies. 
He left a son, George, who was an executor in Pope's wiH, and who died in the 
enjoyment of a lucratiTe dtuaUon in the Exchequer office towardi the end of 
the last century ; and a daughter, Anne, who was honoured with a legacy by 
Pope. Hi* second ion, Charles, who died before himself, had been educated in 
Christ church college, Oxford, and entered into holy orders. 



.y Google 



74 JOHN ABMSTBONG. UJ3. 

AAMSTRONG, Jom, M.1X withor of the wall-koowD poem, entitled, " llie 
Art of PrMerring HMllh," wu born, about 170!1, in th« paritb of CaMltttOu, 
Roxbmghahire, nfa«re hii fittber kod tmther wera luooMUTaly Binutan, He 
mi|[bt aimodt be ftyled a poet by rigfat of biitb-pUoe, for the pariih of Cadleton 
if (imply the region of Liddeid«le, fo renowned for ill heroic lay*, the 
r«cordi of deeda performed by the bolder rieren, amoDg whom llie family 
of the poet boro a dirtinguiihed rank. The rode and [vedaUry diaracter 
of thi* diibriit had, howerer, paned amy before the oommencement of the 
eighteenth ceDtnry; and youDg Anaatrong, (hough hii hdlabiea were no doubt 
thoM fine old ballsdi whidi hnre unee been publiahed by Sir Walter Scott, 
teemi to hare drawn from them but little of hii inipiiation. It waa ■■ yet 
the fhifaion to look upon legendary renes ai only fit for nuiaoa and children ; 
and nothing wii thought wiutby of the term poetry, unleti it were preaented in 
trim artificial language, afler ibe manner of lome diitinguiitaed daadc miter. 
It ii therefore by no meani nirprijing, that Armtfrong, though bom aud ovdled 
in a laud full of beautiliil traditionary poetry, looked upon it all, after he had 
become an educated mail, as only Doric tnuh, and fouud bis Tempe in the bower- 
of Twickenham inatoad of the lonely heaths of Liddeadale. 

The only allmioD to hii natire weDe ii to be found in the foUowicg pMuige 
of "The Art of Preeerring Health;" a worm and elegant apoitrophe, and uu 
doubt teitifying hia alftctionate reoollec^on of 

the Bobixil-lKiy ipot, 

Wb na'er forgit, though Itam wa &n ftir|[ot, — 
but itill deficient in chaiacteridie painting, and unpardoutbly Ht in its total »i- 
lance ai to the rotnautic hiitory of the oountry, and iti apirit^tirring ballodi. 

Bui ir the breathlMi chaw o'lr bill and dala 

Giceed jour atnngth, a iport of Ian fuigue, 

Not ten ddlgblftal, the pmllfio Krum 

Aibnli, Tlia chryKid rlTulet thit o'er 

A Kon; channel roll* its rapid luis*, 

Sirarmj with tlw lUnr fry. Such, ihrough the bounds 

Of paatanl Stafford, rum ths brawling Trsnt; 

Sudi Eden, ipiung from Cuiabrian mountains, ludi 

The Esk o'srhung vritb woada : and such the stream, 

On whose Anadian banks I 6fA drew air, 

LIddal, till now, except in Doric la)i 

Tuned to her murmun by her loTo^clt swiins, 

Unknown In song: though not ■ purer Mraam, 

Through woods mM« Bowary, more romantic groias, 

Bolls toffard the wsstern main. Hall, ibcthI dood ! 

May still thy hotpltabla swalni be blust 

In rurd innocenoa ; Lhy mountains still 

Teem with the ieecy raoej thy tuneful woods 

For erer flourish ; and thy Tales look gay 

With palnUd meadows, and the golden grain! 

Oft with thy blooming sons, whan life waa ne«r, 

Sponin and petulant, and charmed with tuyii. 

Id tby transparent eddies have I IsTed: 

OR traced with patient steps thy ikiry banks. 

With the well'lmitaled fly to hook 

The eager trout, and with tlia slender line 

And yielding rnd solicit to the shore 

The struggling panting prey ; while Tomal clondi — ■ 

And t^id gales obscured the ruffled pool. 

And from the deeps called foitii the wsnlen swarmi. 
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AnMrm^ mi •doeatad for tba nedical profeMion at the unirenitr of Ediii- 
bui^ nndcr tfa« older Monrot Id 1793, be took hli degrsM m M. D. with 
Ducli rapntirtion, tbe Mibject of hU tr«aUM beinf TabtM Pundenta. He had 
are thii period Bddkted fainaalr to ibe compoiitioii of venei. We an infofni- 
od, that, to relieie the tedtiuB of a winter ipent in " a wild romantle oounlry ** 
— probably LiddeadnU he wrote what he inietided for an imitation of Sbak- 
ipeare, but triuch turned out to tMsmble rather the poem of " Winter," then 
jiut published by Tbomaoa. Tbe bard of the Seaioni, hearing of Uiii compoti* 
tion, which lo Krangely and w> accidentally reaembled hii own, procured a light 
of it by meaua of a mutual Iriend, and, being much pleaied with it, brought it 
under the notice of Mr Daiid MaJiet, Mr Aaron Hill, and Dr Young, all ot 
whom joined with him in thinking it a woric of geniut. Mallet eren requested 
the cousent of the author to iti publicatioD, and undertook that duty, though 
he aAerwardi gare up the deaign, 

Armibvng waa probably led by thi* fluttering dicunatance to try hii fortune 
in London, where hii oounlrymen Tbomion and Mallet had already gained 
literary diatinction. In 1735, ha ia found publiihing, in that capital, a humor- 
oui attadc uptm empiiica, in the mannw of Lucian, entitled, " An Enay for 
abridging tbe ftudy of phyiic, to which is added, A Dislogne betwixt Hygeia, 
Mercury, and Pluto, relating to tbe Practice of Phyilc, ai it is managed by a 
certain illiatrioui Society; and an Epiitle from Usbeck tbe Penian to Joshua 
Ward, Esq." The essay, beaidea iti sarcasUc renurlu on quacks and quackery, 
containi many aUuiions to the u^lect of medical education among the prodia- 
ing apothecaries ; but the author had exhausted his wit in it, and the dialogue 
and epistle are consequently fiat and insipid. In 1737, he published a serious 
professional piece, styled, " A Synopals of the History and C<ne of the Venereal 
Disease," Sto., inaedbed in on ingenious dedication to Dr Alexander Stuart, as 
to " a {teiMin who had an indiiputable right to judge severely of the perform- 
anae [H«sented U him." He probably deaigned the work as an introduction to 
practice in this brandi of the medical profession; but it was unfortunately followed 
by his poem, entitled, "'nie CEconomy of Lore," which, though said to hare been 
deaigned as merely a buriesque upon certain didactic writers, was justly condemn- 
ed for its warn and alluring pictures, and its tendency to InBante the paaaions 
of youth. It appearl by one of tiie " Cases of Literary Property," that Andrew 
Millar, the bookseller, paid fifty pounds for the copy-ri|^t of this poem ; s mm 
turned, for the work greatly diminished the reputation of the author. After 
at had passed through many edilioas, he pubMied one, in 1768, in whidi 
the youthful luxuriances that hod giTen ofibnoe to better minds were carefblly 
pnmed. 

Id 1744> I>r Armstrong made some amendi for this indiscretion, by publish. 
Ipg " The Art of PrMeriing Health," a didactic poem in blank Terse, czteDding- 
through fbur bo<^ each of whidi contains a pajtietilar branch of the subject 
This very m^torioos woric raised his reputation to a heiglit which bis subsequen' 
sAbrta eearcely snttalned. It is written in a taste which would not now be oon 
sidered very pure, or el^ant ; but yet, when tbe subject and the age ne Coii' 
sidered, there is ama^ngly little to be condemned. Dr Worton has justly 
remarked the refined terms in which the poet, at the end of hii third book, hoi 
described an English plague of the fifteenth century, entitled, " The Sweating 
ijicknesi." " There is a classical correctness and closeness of style in this poem," 
says Dr Warton, " thnt are truly admirable, and the subject i* raised and adonied 
by numberleis poetical images." Dr Mndunzie, in his History of Health, be- 
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Mowed fiinUw prai«M on thu poem, iriiich wbi indeed ervry wbore raad uid 



Id 1711, Amutrottg •olidted tbe pttranage of Dr Birdi, to be BpptNnted 
phy>daD to the fleet, then ^hmu to nil for Ibe Weit Indiet ; but be doei not 
•eem to hare obtained the object of his desire. In 1746, when etfaUidied in 
re|iutfition by hi* Art of Pieeerring Health, he ma ^pointed one of tlie pbyii- 
cUm to the bofpilel for lame sod Bck »ldim bahiad Buddngluun houM. In 
1751, he publiAed hii poem on " BeneTotence," in folio, a produtfion iriiich 
■eema to ha*e ctona from the heait, and oontaini iantimenti whidi could tuiTe 
been expreaed with equal ardour only by one who felt ihem. Uii " TaKe, an 
epiMle to a youog- critic," 1753, ito, ii a lirely and ipirited imitation trf Pope, 
and the fint production in which Anwtrong began to tIsw men and mannen 
with a ipknalic eye. 

Hi* next work wai lea meritorious It ira« entitled " Sketdtea or E^yi on 
*arioui KibjecU," and appeared under the liditiaUB name of Lancelot T«Rple, 
Egq. Tbe oHtical examinntoii of Dr Amutning'i merit* allow to thia worii Uie 
oedit of exhibiting mudi humour aod knowledge of the worid, but find it de- 
formed by a perpetual flow of affectation, a druggie to ny auait thing*, and, 
abore all, a di^uiting repetidon of Tulgai oatha and exclamationa — fcoraa of ex- 
preanoD to which the poet, it nemi, waa alio mudi addioted in conrenation. In 
MHne of Ihew akelches, Armatrong ii said to have had aajatance frmt the nolo- 
rioui John Wilkei, with whom he li*ed in habiti of intimacy ; but it ii certain 
that the ooDtributionB of thia gentleman cannot baTS been great, >i the worii ■• 
much inferior to tbe Utei-ary ttyle of the demagogue of Ayleiburjr, who, what- 
erer might be hia mcnal failingi, ii allowed to hare had a chaita HiMintl toile, 
aad a pure vein of humour, 

Armstrong hud aufficient profemional inlereat iu 1760, to obtain the ap- 
pointment of phyiidan to the army in Germany. From that country he wrote 
"Day, a poem," addressed a* an Epittle to John Wilkea, Etq. Thii lirely 
piece, which professes to embody an account of all the proper indulgences, moral 
and pbyilcal, of twenty-four hours, was, it is said, pubUsbed in an imperfect 
shape, by some clandestine editor. It was neier added to the collected works of 
Dr Armstrong, till Dr Andenon admitted it into his edition of the Briti^ Poets. 
After the peace of 1763, Dr Annitrong returned to London, and resumed his 
practice, but with no eager desire of inireasing the modersle competency be now 
enjoyed. He continued after this period rather to amuse than to exert himMlf 
in literary productions, chiefly spending bis time in tbe lodety of men of wit 
and taste like hiniEel£ In 1771, he made a tour into France and Italy, in 
company with tlie celebialed Fiseli, who surrired him for nearly fitly year*, and 
always spoke highly of Dr Armstrong's ami^le dianMter, In Italy he took a 
tender farewell of his &ieiid SmolleU, to whom he was much attadied, and who 
died soon after. On returning borne, be publiihod an account of Ul trBvels, 
under the name of Lancelot Temple. 

The latter yean of Dr ArmA'ODg's life were embittered by one of those quar- 
Tela which, aridng between penons fonnerly much attached, are at onoe the tnost 
enrenomed, and the most productire of uneasiness to the parUea. In his poem 
of Das, ^ lu>d asked, among other things, 

" What cnzf icribbler rtlgns the present wit ?" 
which the poet Churchill very properly took to hmuel^ and resented in the fol- 
lowing passage in bis poem of " The Joamty .-" 
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Or oon the pa|»a of hb gnplos I^Ti' 

Where ■!! hli fonnvr (Uue vh Ihrown sway. 

Whan kU but Iwngn labour wu forgot. 

And the rain MiffMn of ■ leturad Scot ; 

Let them with Amutrong yaia the term of light, 

ButDOtone hotu of darkneaa; whan the night 

Suapends this murtal niil, when nuinory wakes. 

When for our past misdolnfii cuudance taliei 

A deep ceTetigo, when by rBllection led 

She drawl hli curtains, and looiu comfbri dead, 

Let erer; muse be gone ; in rain he turns, 

And tries to praf fOr sleep ; an £tDa bums, 

A mora than £tna In bis cowanl breait. 

And guilt, with renf aaoee armed, (orbfdi to real ; 

Though loft as plumage fiom young Zephyi'i wing 

HI* couch isenu haid, and no relief can bring; 

Ingratitude hath planted duggeie theie. 

No good man can deierTe, no brnTe man bear. 

We hare no hedtation in isying that thii aevere aatire ws« not justified either by 
the olfbDoe whidt called it forth, or by the drcumstiuices on which it \tm found' 
ed. Wilkea, the SMOciate of Churchill, had lent money to Anutrong on lome 
occaiiott of peculiar dutresi. When the aOodu of Wilkea upon Scotland led to 
animotitie* between the two tnendi, it wu not to be expected that the recollec- 
tion of a former obligation was neceiurily to tie up the natural feelingi of Dr 
Anostrocig, and induce him to submit rather to the eertoio charge of meanaes of 
■pint, than the poedble imputation of ingratitude. Neither could Wilkea hare fairly 
expected that the natural courte of the quarrel wm to be itayed by *uch a lub- 
miMion on the part of hii former friend. It would hsre been equally ipeon for 
the obliged party to hare tendered, and for the obliging party to hare accepted ludi 
a Bubminion. Thera can be no doubt, therefiM^ that Dr Amutrong, in firing 
way to reaentment against Wilkea, wa* chai^;eable, properly, with no blame ex- 
cept that of giring way to reaentment ; and if it ii to be luppoKd, from the 
cliaracter of the poet in retpect of irritability, that the reeentment would hare 
taken place whether there had been a debt of kindnes itanding undiadiarged 
Detneen the parlie) or not, we cannot really lee how thij contingent drcumttaoce 
can enhance hii oAence. 

There ia unfortunately too great reaaon to luppoaa, that, if the obligation tend- 
ed to increaM the blame of either party, it wai that of Wilkee, who, from ahnoet 
inoonteatable evidence, ^pean to hare made a moat ungenerDua uae of the ad- 
rantage he bad acquired orer hia former friend. Not only muit be bear a por- 
tioa of the guilt of Churchill's aatire, iriiich could hare only been written at a 
tntmcript of hii feelingi, and with hii lanction, but he itanda almoat certainly 
guilty of a atill more direct and icurriloui attadi upon Dr Armitrong, which ap- 
peamd in a much more iniidioui form. Thie wai a teriei of artidei in the well 
known Poblic AdrartiMr, conunenong with a letter ligned J>i>«, which appeared 
to proceed from an enemy of the patriot, but, ia the opinion of Dr Ainiatrong, 
wai written by the patriot hinuelf : 

" He [Wilke*]," lay* this writer, " olwayi took more delight in exporing hii 
friendi than in hurting hii eoemiea. I em enured that a rery worthy and tn- 
geoioua iiiend of thli impoitOT lauited him with a jeu d'ea^it of a poem. Incor- 
rect indeed, but triiich biM« erery mark of a true, though nngoremed geniua. 
Thia poem, rough aa it ws^he carried to A. Miliar, hUo bookiellerin theStrant^ 

> Thit poem was full of large hlitDiluppllKl byaslerUka. 



.y Google 



7s lOHN ARUSTBONQ, UJ). 

and publiibed it in hii friend'i name, without hii kncnrledge. Thi« i( ■ fact, 
Blr Printer; tbenfoie, I think, Mr W. Aould let alone Scotdi nriten." 

Occasion wu taken in the next day'i publication to give a raAitatioD of this 
pretended attack, in the following term : 

" Your oonwpondent, Sir, ii pleaaed to appeal to a dead bookieQer, I appeal 
lo the liriitg autfam, now in London. He dedred the poem mi^it be publiihed: 
it wsi written for the public eye ; he directed the bookseller to call on Mr W. 
for the copy. The bookseller produced his credentials, under the author^ own 
hand, upon which Mr W. gmv him the manuscript of the poem. It was after- 
ward! published in the kindest way for tlie author's reputation, as a Fraymerd. 
1 iMliere he will not choose to restore the paes^^^es, which were omitted in the 
fint edition of 1760. When he does, the kindness, and periiape the judgment 
of the editor will appear, I tun told, in a rery strong and ATOurable light The 
poem was not published till the bookseller had received a secmd positire order 
for that purpose, frran the author, afler sereral objections to the publication had 
been transmitted to him in Germany, and amendioenU made by himself It was 
a &Tourite child not without merit, although scarcely so much as the fond father 
imagined. Mr Churdiill wrote the four following lines on that poem, which 
were nerer forgiren. Hiey an in the Journey. 

' Or con ItiB psgss of his gBp<ng Xtai/, 

Where all his former Am* was thrown away, 

Whsre ill ImiI barren labour was foriot. 

And tbsTslustiffDessofaiaMr'd &»!.' Tauru.'' 

A week after, a letter signed "Noi," in the sane lone with that signed 
" Taim,*' appeared in the Public Ad*erti«er. It i« imposuble to doubt that Mi 
Wilkes was at the bottmn of the whole plot, and either w>ote the lelten himeelt' 
or en^dojad his &iend Chnrcfaill to do so>' 

■ Th<a mare particularly appear* thim ths report of a conTereatlon which took place ou 
IhoTthof April, Inlireen Dr Annatrong and Mr Wllkei, which nppean to hara been 
uotod doini on tike same day by the latter, and was puMlsbed In the Oenlloman'i Maga- 
lina, for imt, thirteen yeara after tb« dulL of Dr AnnUnng. 

The Inceascd poet entered hie former friend'a lodp'ngB, in I>rlnce>s Court and, without 
the least Cersmomal oreomf^rDnnr-rnmTnnnrwf thj^ fVillnwInr dialmrnA— wrhirh. « a ^iirfnui 

piece of literary history, we hai 

, Doctor? There are many lallenaJmsat eveiy 



TBTtlser. 



n about me, and Bay, Day, Sir. 

" • He hae my order, to name ir 



Jtfr W. You may uk Ihs printer, Mr WoodfidL, 

whenerer he thinks it proper, as the author of ereiy thing I write In 

Dr. A. I beliare yoH wrote all thou letterj. 

Jfr. W. What all three, Doctor? 1 amTary noghlylrealed inoDS ofthem. In theiiral 
signed i>ia. 

Dr. A. I bellere you wrote that lo Ining on the centroreray. I am almost lare of It 

Mr. IK I hope you ate truly informed In olher things, i know b^Ur than to abuse 
myialf In that manner, and 1 pity the author of such wretched stuff. 

Dr A. Did you write the other lelten, fjir? 

iSr W. The proper person to inquire of, la MrWoodbll. I will not aniiHr inierrovi. 
(urisi. My time would pass in a strange manner, if I was to answer ergry qnesUuu whldt 
anygenlleman chose lo put to me about anonymous letten. 

Dr A. Whoever has abuted me, Sir, la a Tillain; and your endeavours. Sir, to sal Scot- 
land and England together are very bad. 

Mr W. The Scou havedone that thoroughly, Dociar, by tbstr conduct here, panlcnlnrlr 
br their own naiionality and the ouliagea of Lord Bute to so many English famiUee. 
whenever you ihink proper to call upon me in particular aa a gentleman, you will find me 
moit ready lo answer the calL 

Dr A. D D Lord Bute I It iud been better for SooUand he had never besa bora 

He has dona uj Infinlta miKhief. 

Mr W. .4nd <u loo; but 1 luppOH we are not metfor a dish of palitia? 

Dr A. No; but Iwiih there had been no Hntan. I amiure England la the gainer by !L 

iUr W. I will net make an essay oa the adTatriages and disadTanlages of the union. 



„Google 



JUHK ARUSTBONO, M.D. 7!» 

Armtroiii; di«d tt hii houw in Hiuwl Street, Coreitt Guden, September 7, 
1779, io conteqiience of an acddental oonCuiion in hii Uiigb, receired while 
getting into a carriage. He wai found, to the wirprite of the world, to hare 
MTed tlie lum of £ 8000 out of b'la moderate income, which for many yean had 
Gomiited of nothing mere than his half-pay, 

Dr Armatron; waa much beloved and leipected by hii (Kendi for hu gentle 

and amiable diipodtiona, aa well ai hU eztanaive knowledge and abilitiet ; but 

a Idnd irf morbid wniibility prayed upon hii temper, and a languid liitlemien 

too frequently interrupted hii intoUeetual ellbila. With ThwDton'* Caitb of 

DrA.l hate poUUa ; but I hare bmi lU uacd b;^ )ou. Dr WiUei, on iLa oaMiaa. 

Mr W. On the CDtitni^, Doctor, I wu the injursd friend, 

Dr A. I thought f ou lor muiy jwra the most amlaUe Mond In the world, and loved 
jour cujiipany th« Infest; but you dlitluguiBhed younelf by gnnaly abisln^ my counirj 
men (d die North Briton — although 1 nerer read much of [hat paper. 

Afi- W. You aaiwd your lime, I am aiUiGod, much better. Who told you, Doctor, what 
particulai aum£«n i nrote? It <s droll, but the blUenstof thtae papen, which was attrl' 
Jtuted to rao, was a descripllon of ScoUand, Htxl printed In the tail century, on Charles I."! 
^tum from thence tn 18^ Were you OTsr, Doctor, pemnilly attacked by me ? Ware 

ru not, although ■ Seotiman. at the lery Uidb of the Noilh Billon, complimented by me, 
ounjmicUon with ChurchiU, in the beet thing I wrote, the mock ' De^catlou to Horti- 

DtA. To be pratead along with nch a writer, I think an abuie. 

Mr W. The woiid thJnki far otherwiee of that wonderful genFua Churrttll ; but you. 
Doctor, hare lacrilicedpriTDlc friendship at ihe ajtsr of polillca. After many years of mu- 
tual Intercouree of good oflicei, you broke enry tie of frlenddilp with me on no pretence 
but a anspidon, for yon did not ukfor proof, of my baring abueedyoor country, (luf coun- 
try I have for yean together heard you Inrelgh agaiuit, in the biltereit termi^ for naWincH 
anil nafinnnUv. 

DtA. I only did It in joke, Sir; yondid It wlthUttemeiB; but It was ny eounlry. 

Mr (C. No man ha* abnead England w> much ai Shakapeare, or France » miicfa ai 
Voltaire i yet they renialn the faTOuritaa oTtwo great natloni, conadouiof their own nip*. 
liorlty. WeiB you. Uuclor, sltaiked by me In any one InKance? Wai not the men 
friendly cormpondetice Fflrried on with you the whole time, till you broke It oS by a lettn'. 
In 17S3, in which you declared to me, that you could not with honour anodale with one 
who had diitlngulihcd himielf by abuiing your country, and that you remained viilli ail diit 
MHCiiilift I remember I/iuf was Ihe strange phiais. 

Dr A. Ydu never answerwl that letter, Sir. 

Mr W. What aniwer could I give you, Donor? You had put a period to the inter- 
eoune between us. 1 itill conlinued to our conimon tViendg to ipeak of you in terms of 
re^pect, while you were grossly abuaini me. You said to Boswell, Millar, and othen^ *> 1 
hope there la a hell, that Wllkeg may liejn It." 

ifleti apeak their mlodi in a paieion. 



Dr A. I wu thoroughTy proioked, although I itm acknowledge my great pecuniary 
obligaUona to you — although, I dare say, I would have got the money aliewhere. 

MtW. 1 waialwatihappytorenderjo ' "" 

like yours, could baie 

>r to an alTcclionate ono 1 sent you. In thoproe 
Id &r I 



It they generally did, Doctor 
oroughly f ' ' '"- ' 
although, 1 
alwati happy to render ^ouaiary service in my power; and I little Ima 
gincd a liberal mind, like yours, could baie been worked up by dnigning men to write m 
such a letter in anawer to an aflectionate ono 1 sent you. In the pniepeetelyour retutn. 

Dr A. 1 was happier with you than any man in the world (or a great many yean^ and 
compUmeulad you not a Utile In tlu Dag, and yon did not write to ma for a year and a half 
after that. 

Mr W. Your memory doea not sarre you MlhMly, Doctor. In three or four monlhi 

at farthdt, you had two or throe letters f * — "■ ' — - ■"■- '— ■ 

Ian of the army. I am abuicd In Dia t 
yuu appitned. 
DrA.l did so. 

Mr W. I waiabnudat RFSt, I am toM, in the manuecript of 2>irt, for having sold the 
cnpv, and put the mone> In my pockel 



IhA. 1 know nolhingofthat, and will do you justice. 

Mr W. Will Tou call upon Mr D , our common friend, your countryman,;! 

ilm what he thinks of yourcondua lo me, if it ha* not been wholly ui^uitifiable? 
DrA. Have 1 your leave to ask Mr Woodfall In your name about Ihe letlen? 



Mr W. 1 have already told you, Doctor, what directions he has from me. Take fbur- 
and-twenty houn lo consider what yon have lo do, and let me know the n sun. 
DrA, I am aony to have taken up so much oryonrllme. Sir. 
Mr W. It ttandi in no need of an apology. Doctor. I am glad to see you. Good mor- 

N.B.— Th«Mmiiiiiteew<ntak«nd*wn liie same aAemeon, and aaat to a fHanl 
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iDdoleiice be ii (^propriitdy connected, both ai a figure in Ibe ^eu and m a 
contribulor to tfa« rene. Tlie folloiring ii hU portraiture :— 

With him irai HnudniM joined in siluit nlk. 

(Profoundly »il»nl— for thay luver ipoke) 
Ods Bhyar ilUi, nho qiiils dstaKol talk ; 

on rtung by gploen, at onc« i»ri.y ha broka^ 
To ^mraft of piaa, And broad o'aTihiidowing oak, 

Thara, [nly thrilled, he mod and all alone. 
And on hlmielr his panilTa fury wroka ; 

da nerar uttersd word, BTe, ohen Gnl ihona 
The glittering (tar of are—" Thank heaTBn ! the day 1* dona ! " 

Hii oontributioiii ooniut of fbur rtanw decoiptiTe of tlie diiuie* to which the 
Totaiie* of indotence finally beome mattyn. 

The rank of Dr Annatrong m a poet is fixed by hi* Art of Preaerring Health, 
which it allowed to be ainon|; the best didactic poemi in the language. It u 
true, thii ipedea of poetiy wai never coniidend among tte higfaett, nor hai iti 
been able to retain ita place among the taitei of a modem and more nlined age. 
AmMtrong, howCTer, in haring improred upon a mode of composition fiuhionable 
in hit own dme, miut itill be allowed conndersble praiae^ " His style," accord- 
ing to the judgment of Dr Alkin, " is distinguiabed by its simplidty — by n free 
use of words wbidi owe their stiength to Iheir pkinnesa — by the rejection of 
ornamenla, and a near approadi to comnioa phraieolt^. His sen- 
e generslly short and easy ; his sense clear and obrioub The full 
extent of hit CMtce^ons is taken in at the fint glance ; and there are no lofty 
myst«rie* lo be unnvelled by a repeated perusal What keeps bla language 
from being proa^t^ is the rigour of his aentimenta. He thinks boldly, fe^ 
strongly, and tbereftve eipreaaea himself poetically. When &ie aubject sinka, 
his style nnka with it ; but he has for the most part excluded topiea incapable 
either of Tirid descriptioii, or of the oratory of aentinienL He had from nature 
a musical ear, whence his line* are scarcely eTW hoiih, though apparently with- 
out much study to render them smooth. On tha wfaola, it may not be too much 
10 writer in blank toiw can ba found nton tree from aliffitaMand 
affectation, more energetic without hanhnoN, and more dignified withoi4 
(cnuality." 

ABNOT, Hdoo, a histarieal and antiquarian writ« of tbe eighteenth century, 
was the son of a merdiaot and sliJp<|wo^etcH' at Leilh, where be wat bom, 
December Sth, 1719. His name originally was Follodt, which be dianged in 
early life fw Aroot, on falling heir, through hit mother, to the estate of Balcor- 
n Flf& As " Hugo Amot of Balcmmo, Esq.," he is entered as a member 
of the Faculty of Adrocatet, December 6, 1773, iriien just about to complete bis 
twenty-third year, Prarious to this period, he bad had the misfortune to lose his 
falhw. Another enl which befell him in early life was a settled asthma, the 
mult of B serere cold which he caught in his fifteenth year. As this diwwder 
IS always aggrarated by exertion of any kind, it became a serious obstruction 
to hit jNTOgrett at tha bar : some of hit pleadings, neTertheless, were much ad' 
mired, and obtained for him the applause of the bendL Parhaps It was this 
interruption ot hia profeaionnl career whidi cauaed him to turn hit attention to 
literature. In 1779, appeared bis " History of Edinburgh," 1 roL, ito. a wM-k 
h researdi, and greatly superior in a literary point of riew Ut the gene- 
nlity of local vn>A*. The style of the historical part is elegant and apignun- 
matic, with a vein of cauatidty highly cfaaiacteriitlc of the author. Prom this 
elaborate «oik the author ia said lo hare only realized a few pounds of pndt ; 
i imprestion, at lets Ihan half the pricey was published almost simul- 
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tAnwHuljr at Dublin, and, being ihipped orer to Sootlond in great qiuintiti««, 
c«m{ilMely threw the uiUwr'i edition out of the miriMt A beotteiler'r tamd 
edition, m it >• called, appured aftar ths author^ death, being unply the re- 
mainder ci the f<aiMr nock, embelliihed with platei, and e>)l«ffg«d by mne 
addiliom ftom the pen of the publiilier, Sir Creech. Anotbet edition was pub- 
liabedin 8n>, in 1817. Atr Amot aeemi to ban noir lired on twiua of literary 
equality with those diatingniihed literary and profMrienal ctaaracten who were 
hii felkiw-towntpMn and eeateniporariea. He did not, homrer, tar fome years 
pnbliih any other cooddeiable or acknowledged work. He deTOtad hii mind 
diiefly to local nibjecU, and i«nt forth ninterou) pampUeta and newapapar 
eauyi, which had a coniideisble effect in accelerating or promoting the erec- 
tion of *Brioui public worki. Tba enotioua of a man of hia poblic ipirit and 
•nlai^ed mind, at a time when the capital of Scotland waa laidergoing audi a 
thorough renoratioo and improrement, muM hare been of material Hrrice to the 
community, both of tliat and of fll niccoeding agei. Sndi they wen acknow- 
ledged to be by the magiaintaa, who beatowed upon him the freodoni of the dty. 
We are told that Mr Aniot, by toeani of hi* influencs in local matten, wai able 
to retard the erection of the South Bridge of Edinimrgh for ten year* — not 
that be objected t« luch an obrious imivoTement on it* own account, but only 
ia ao far M the nagiatiata* could deriae no other method for deftaying the ex- 
penae than by a tax upon carten ; a node of liquidating it, which Mr Anot 
thought groMly oppreaire, aa it fell in the tirat place upon the poor. He alao 
wa* the meani nS prerenting for aereial ye&n tlie formation of the preaent aplen- 
did road between Edinburgh and Leilfa, on account of the propoaed plan (which 
waa afterward* unhj^pily cnried into effect,) of defraying the expenie by a toU ; 
being conriuoed, from what he knew of local antborlliea, that, if *aeh an exac- 
tion were once establiihed, it would always on aame pretext or othw, be kept up. 
In 17S5,Mr Arnot puUiahed "A Collection of Celebrated Crinunal Triabin Soot- 
land, wiA Hiatmical and Critical Bemarka," 1 toL 4toL; a work of perhapa eren 
greater reaeardi than hii hittory of Edinburgh, and written io the aame acutely 
nietaphyaical and epigranmuUc (tyle. In the front of thii rolume a^ipean a 
large liit of lubicriber*, embracing almoat all the eminent end conaiderable per- 
ioni in Scotland, with many of thoM in Englnnd, and teadfying of courae to the 
literary and penonal reapeetability of Mr Arnot. Tbia work appeared without 
a publiiher'i name, priAably for aoma reaion connected with the following oir- 
oimatance. Owing perfaapa to the unwillingneaa of the author to allow a auifi- 
cient profit to the bookaelleia, the whole body of that trade in Edinburgh reAu- 
ed to let the aubaodpdon papeis and proapectuaea hang in their ahopa ; for whidi 
roaaon the Author announced, by maaiu of an adrertiienient in the newipapen. 
that these articUa mi^ be aeen in the coffee-bouiea. Mr Amot received the 
nun of lix hundred pouuda for the espies sold of thii work, from which he would 
hare to pay the expenaee of pnnting a thin quarto : it thus happened that what 
wa* rather the least laboriou* of hi* two woriu, wsi the moit piolitable. Mr 
Amot only lurrired the publication of hi* Criminal Trial* about a twelvemonth. 
llie asthma had erar aince hi* lil^nth year been making rapid adrance* upon 
him, and hi* peraoo was now reduced almost to a shadow. While still young, 
he caniad all tho maika of age, and accordingly the traditionary recollectJoiH o( 
the historian of Edinburgh always point to a man in the exb«me of life. Fer- 
hap* nothing could indicate more exprasnrely the miaerable rtate to which Mr 
Arnot wa* reduced by this disease, than bit own half-ludicrou*, half-pathetic ex- 
clamation, on being annoyed by the bawling of a man telling land on the 
itreeta : " The nscal .■" oried the unfortuoate inralid, " be spend* at mudi 
farealh in s tninnle aa would terro me for a nMHidi r AiMMg the portraits and 
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canmturci of tbe w«U known John Kay, may btt fiMiod Mreral faithGil, though 
Mwwirtut exBggeniad, memoriBb of Uie emaciated pencm of Hugo Amot Ai 
a natural coutitatioDBl rMull «f thii diMue, he wb» exceedingly itervout, Hid 
liable lo be diacoropo«ed by tbe ilighlot annoyancM : on the other bond, be 
peaeved ludi ardanr and intrepidity of mind, that in youth he once rode on a 
spirited bwie to tbe end of the pier of Leith, irtiiie the wbtbi trere daafaing oret 
it and every behotder expected to tee bim mihed immediately into tbe mb l 
On another occaeion, hanng exoiled lome hoetility by a political pamphlet, and 
being Manmoned by an anonymout foe to appear at a particular hour in a lonely 
part of the King's Park, in mder tofigbt, he went and wailed four boun on the 
■pot, thus perilling hli li& in what might bare been the ambuicada of a deadly 
enemy. By mean* of the tame fortitude of diaiacter, he bdield tbe gradual 
approadi of death with all tbe calmne« of a Stoic philoeopher. Hie magittratai 
of Leitb had ndtnonledged «ame of his public lerTices, by the omioone cranpli- 
ment of a piece of ground in their diurch-yaid; and it was tbe reireaUon of 
the last weeks of Mr Amofs life to go every day to obserre the progrew made 
by tbe worionen in preparing this place for fail own reception. It is related 
that be even expressed considerable anxiety lest his demise ibould take place 
before the melancJioly woric should be oompleted. He died, Nerember 90th, 
1786, when on Ibe point of completing bii 37th year; that age so fatal to men 
of genius that it may almost be styled their climacteric He was interred in 
the tomb fitted up by binaelf at 8outh Leith. Beodei his historical and local 
wmIu, be had publiahed, in 1777, a fanciful metapbyrical treatise, entitled, 
" Nothing," which was originally a paper read before a weltknown debaUngi 
dub styled the SpeciilatiTft Society; being probably suggested to him by the 
poem of the Esri of Rochester m the equally im^pable subject of SUmce. 
If any disagreeable reflection can lest on Air Amofs memory for tbe free scope he 
bsa giren to hit mind in this little enay — a freedom sanctioned, if not excused, 
by the taste of the age— 'he must be held to bare made all the emends in bis 
power by the propriety of his deportment in later life; when be entered hear- 
tily and regularly into the obserranoe* of the Scottish episcopal communioD, to 
iriiich be originally belonged. If Mr Amot was any thing decidedly in poli- 
tics, he was a Jacobite, to which party be belonged by deeoent and by religion, 
and also perh^a by riitue of his own peculiar turn of mind. In modem poli- 
tics, be was quite independent, judging all men and all measures by no other 
standard than their respeetiTe merits. In bis professional character, he was 
animated by a ctuTalrous sentiment of honour worthy of all admiration. He 
was so little of a casuist, that be would nerer undertake a case, unless he were 
perfectly self-satisfied as to its justice and legality. He had often occsrion to 
reflue employment which fell beneath bis own standard of honesty, though it 
might have been profitable, and attonded by not die sligfatest shade of disgraoe. 
On a case being once Invught before him, of the merits of which he had an ex- 
ceedingly bad opinion, be said to tbe intending litigant, in a serious manner, 
" Pray, what do you suppose me to be T' " Why," answered tbe client, ** I un- 
dentand you to be a lawyer." " 1 thought, Sir," said Amot sternly, " you took 
ine for a scoundrel" Tbe litigant, though he perhaps thought that tbe major in- 
cluded tbe minorpropCMltion, withdrew abashed. Mr Amot left eight children, all 
very young ; and tbe talent of the family appean to hare rerived in a new genera- 
tion, Tis., in the person of bis grandson, Dr David Boswell Reid, whose ■' Elements 
of Chemistry" bis taken its place amongitihe moit useful treatises on the scienee,and 
wbo WIS selected by Ooremment, on account of his pnctical skiM, to plan and super- 
intend the ventilation of tbe new houses of pirliiment, in tbe prosecution of which 
object he his for several years been oondaeting the most costly and prolonged. If 
not tbe most sucetssful, experiment of the kind ever mide. 
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AYTON, (Sik) B4»nT, an smiiMiit po«t Bt tbe court of Jnmei VL, wu a 
jriMiigar ton of Andrew AytoD of Kinnldie, in Fif«, and wai born in Ihs yew 
157a From the B^isten of St Andrewi UniT«nity, it appear* thu he wai 
iocorpoiated or earoUnd m a student in St Leonaij'i Goile;^, December 3, 
1 684, and took hii maater'i d^jee, after tbe iwual coiine of study, in the year 
15S8. Subsaquenlly to thii, he raided for wnne time in France ; whence, in 
1S03, he addrew o d an elegant panegyric in Latin vene, to king Jamei, on hii 
Bocendon to the crown of En^^land, wbidi wu printed at Paris the lama year; 
and this paixf^yric had, no doubt, some influence in tecurii^ to the author the 
&rour of tbat monardi, by whom be was saccMsiTely appointed one of tbe gen- 
tlemen of the bed-cfaambo', and prirale Koretary to bJj queen, Anne of Dennunk, 
beddes reoaiTing the honour of knighthood. He waa, at a Inter period of bis 
life, honoured with the appoinOoent of Mcretary to Henrietta Maria, queen 
of Charles I. It is recorded on Ayton's funeral monument, as a diatinction, that 
he had been sent to Uermany as ambasutdor to the Emperor, with a woik: pub- 
lished by king James, iriiich is suppoeM to bare been his Apology for lbs Oath 
of Ail^anoe. If this conjecture be correct, it must have been in 1609, when 
bia majesty acknowledged a woric published anonymously three yean before, and 
inaoibed it to all the nowued beads of Europe. During Ayton's residence 
abroad, la well aa at the court ofEn^aod, he lived in Intimacy with, and se- 
cured the esteem of the most eminent penons of his time> " He was acquainted," 
sayt Aubrey, "with all tbe wits (tf his lime in £ii|^and; he was a great acquain- 
tance of Mr Thomat Hobbea of Malmesbury, wlmn Hr Hobbas told me he made 
uae <^ togethw with Ben Jonaon, for an Arictarchus, when he made his Epistle 
dedicatory, for hit translation of Thucydidas. " To this inf<Hination, we may 
add, as a ^oof of this respect on the part of Ben Jonson, that, in his eon*ena- 
tioni with Dramroond of. Hawtbomdeo, be laid, "Sir Robert Ayton lored him 
(Jonaon) deariy." 

Sir Robert Ayton died at London, in March, lfi3T-8, in the BSth year of bis 
age. He lies buried in the south aisle of die choir of Weatminster Abbey, at 
die ooraei of King Henry the FifUi's Chapel, under a handsome monument of 
black marble, erei^ed by his nephew, Darid Ayton of Kinaldie ; haring his bust 
in brass gilt, which bas been preaarred, while that of Henry, the hero of Agin- 
court, (said to hare been of a more precious metal,) has long since disappeared. 
Tbe following is a copy of tbe insiziption : 
M. 8. 
Clacisiiml omnlgenaq. irirtnte et eniditlone, pneaertim Poesl omatiailml equltis^ 
Domini Robecti Aitont, ex onllqua et illustri geote Aiuma, ad Castnim Klnnadinum 
apud Scotoa, toHundl, qnl a Seroiisslmo R. Jacobo in CuUcula Jnterlora admiasns, in 
Oennanlam ad Imperatoem, Imperilq. Princlpes cum libello Regie, Regis au- 
thorilatia Tindlce, Legatns, ac prlminm Anme, demnm Maria, serenlssimis Biitannla- 
nun Reglnii ab epistolli, coosiliis et libellis supplicibss, nee non Xenodochio S" 
Catherine [wnfectua. Anima Creatoris Reddita. hie depositii mortalibns eiurib se- 
cundum Redemptorls adventum ezpectaL 

Carolum linqoens, repetit Pirentem 
EC valedlcena Mariie revisit 
Annam et Anlai decna, alto Olympl 
Molat Honore. 
ObUt Codeba In Regie Albania Hoc devoti gratlq. animi 

Ntn fine maxima Honore mnnlum TesUnonlDm optimo PaUuo 

irtietuetMMwe, flat, suss LXVIII. Jo. AKenus M L P. 

Saint. Humana M.DCXXXVI1L 

Hosiains dhxts mc^ PinuiBg. Auuleo. DomQDS 

£t FoKIS ^BMFUB SID HOH IHITIBILE UOUBSTI. 
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The poem* of Sir Rab«rt AjUm, for ths liret tiine pubUihed b)g«lbeF in tha 
Hiacel an; of Ihe Bannityne Club, (from wUd) we deriT« iheM particaUn <if 
tlw poefi life,) are few in number, but of gttai neriL He oonpoied no Scottiih 
poemi, at least uene that bare oome down to our ^mm. He wrote in Engliih, 
and wat, indeed, one of die fint of our eountr^men nbo eowpoeed in tlutt IbU' 
tfuage with any degree of elegance or purity. It i* unftMtunate diit the moat 
of hia poenu are eomf limentary rene* to the illustrious indiridual* with whom 
he was aoquainlod, and of ecune diaiBCterited only by s rtrain of conceited and 
eKtraragant flattery. Those, howerer, upoa goneral topics, are ooooeiTod in a 
refined and lender stiBin of fancy, that reminds ua more of the fairy drains ot 
Heiridc than any thing else. John Aubrey renuuka, " that Sir Robert irM 
one of the beat poets of his time," and adds Ihe moie important testimony 
that " Mr John Dryden hot seen renes of bis, fomc of the teit of that aye, 
printed with some other renes," According to Dempster. Ayton was also a 
writer of retsas in Gntk and I'^Ddi, as well u in English and Ladn. Sereml 
of his Latin poems sio preaerred in the work called, '* DelitiM Poetarnm Scoto- 
rum," which was printed in his lifetime (1637) at Ameterdam. 

One poem by Ayton, entitled, " Inconstancy ReproTed," and oommencing 
with the wotda, " I do oonfea thouM smoo^ and fair," was esteemed by Bums 
worthy of being paiaphnaed into the natire dialect of the author ; a ptooeM on*- 
taioly of a Tory curious nature, m it roigfat hare rather been expected that the 
poet of the eighteenth should hare r^fiatd upon tha poet of the serenteenth cen- 
tury. It may be safely arowed that the modem poet has not improred upon his 
predecessor. Pariiaps the readerwill be lea fp»il'— with the f<db>wiDg equally 
beautlAd poena by Sir Robert Ayton, than with " iDOonalancy iUproTod," — 
Hhidi, after aU, is not ascertained to be his, 

SONG. 
What muDS this itnuifsnen now ot Mt, 

Sines time muMtrulli appnva? 
Thl> distanea may consist with stale- 
it cannot ttand oilh lova. 
'Til eithsr cuoniug or diiliugl. 

That may tacit ways allsw ; 
TIte fint is baH, tha last unjust; 

hti nelthsr falamish you. 
For If you mean to draw ma on, 

Tlwre needs not half this art ; 
And ttyou rosan to Iut« msgane, 

Yau oreiaol your part. 
KkindiNMcrBB your wlshsd coutBiit, 

DismlB me wlUi a frown, 
I'll givs you all Iha ]on Lhat'i Ipeiit, 

Tha rest shall be my own. 

ON WOMAN'S INCONSTANCY, 

1 krsd thai DOCS, I'll lora no more, 
Thina ba tha grief as is tha blame ; 
Thou art net wiiat thou wait before. 
What ressou I tlunld ba the same I 
He that can loTaauloiMl again. 
Hath better store of lora than bntni 
GhI send me lore my debts to pa;. 
While anthrids fool their lore away. 
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Nodiing could have my Iotb o'ertliniini, 

ItthouhadstBtillconliniixl mliM: 
Taa, if tbou hadn mnain'd thf oifn, 
1 mlghl ptrohuice Iutb yet bean thine. 
Bui IbDu thy freedom did tecaJ^ 
That if thou might elHtrhereentltrolt 
And then haw could 1 but diidain 
A otpUve'i CBpdve lo remain ? 
When new d<rire« had eonquared th«e. 

And changsd the shjact of Ihy will. 
It had been lethaif y In ma. 
Not conBtanirr to love thee Mill. 
Yea, it had twen a ain lo go 
And prasdtule affedion ao 
Sinca we are taught no prnyerg lo Kiy 
To Guch OS must to othera pray. 
J el do thou glory In thy choice. 

Thy rhoice of hli good fortune boail ; 
m neither grteye nor yet nijolce, 
TofeehJmgnin wliat I have lot: 

The height of my dltdain ihall b«. 
To laugh at him, to blush for thM ; 
To lore Ihee itill, bat go no more, 
A begging to a beggar** door. 

THE ANSWER, 

BY THE ADTBOK, AT TBS KIXO's UAJXBTt'S COXMANS. 

Thou ihai loved once, now Iotm do mora^ 
For fear to ihow more kn; than brain ; 
With hemy unbalch'd bafora, 
Apostaiy thou doat maintain. 

Can ha Iuto either brain or love 
That don inoinataucr approTe? 
A choice well made no change admiti, 
All duuigea argne after-wits, 
iiay that she liad not been the aame, 
Should thou therefore another ba ? 
What thou In har aa Tice did bUme, 
Can Ihou talu Tlrtue's name In thee ? 
No, thou In thti hsr eaptfra was. 
And made thea ready by her glass; 
Eiample led revenge astray. 
When true lore ihould bare kept the way. 
True love has no reflecUng end. 
The el(}ect good seta it at rest. 
And noble breasts wlO freely lend. 
Without expecting Intereat 

'TIS mercbanta' Ioto. 'Us Inde Ibr gain, 
To barter love for love again : 
Tie usur^, yea, worse than this. 
For self-idolatry it is. 
l-ben let her choice be what It will. 

Let contfancy be Ihy revenge ; 
If thou retribute good tbr U, 
Both grief and shame shall check ber diange, 
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Thui m»)'il I 



111 laugh wban thou thall h 



And whert thou bogg'sl of her before, 
BbB now tiU btgging U thy door. 
We nibmit that luch elegant leDtimeats bi theu, eipresKd in 
langviig«, ar« an honour to their author, to hii age, and oountry. 



HA IT.T.IRj lUniKT, one of the most emineot, and perhspa the moat modarate, 
of aO the Scoltiah pretbyterian clergy during the time of the dnl war, wat bom 
at Glaagow, in 1599. Hii father, Thomiu fiaUlie, dUzen, nai deacended from the 
Bailliet of Lamington ; hii mother, Helen Gibaon, was of the family of Gibson of 
Durie ; both of which stocks are diMinguiahed in pretbytsrian history. Hsring 
studied dinnity in bia natire unirersity, Mr Baillie, in 1623, recelTed episcopal 
□rden framAicbbidu>pLaw,ofGU«^iT, and became tutor to the son of the Earl of 
E^lintoune, by whom he was preaented to the parish churdi of Kilwinning. In 
16SG he was admitted a regent at the college of Glasgow, and, on taking his 
chair, delirerad an inaugural oration, Dt Menle Agaiie. About this period he ap- 
pears to hBTe prosecuted the itudy of the oriental languages, in whidi be is al- 
lowed to hare attained no mean proficiency. For some years he lired in terns of 
the stricteat intimacy with the noble and pious family of EgUntoune, as also with 
hia ordinary, Ardibishop Law, with whom he kept up an epiittdaiy oorrespon- 
dence, Baillie was not only educated and ordained as an episoopalian, but he 
had indribed from principal Cameron «f Glasgow, the doctrine of pasuTe reeist- 
ance. He appears, howerer, to bare been brought orer to opposite riews during 
the interral between 1S30 and 1636, which he employed in discussing with his 
fellow-Gleigymen the doctrines of Araiinianiam, and the new ecclesiartical r^u- 
latioDB intn>duced inlo the Bcottiih church by Archbiibop lAud. Hence, in the 
year 1636, being deaired by Archbishop Law to preadi at Edinburgh in farour 
of the Canon and Serrice-boolcs, he poutirely refioed;' writing, honrerer, a re- 
spectful apology to his Iradship, Endeared to the resisting party by this con- 
duct, he was diosen to represent the presbytery of Irrine in the General Assent- 
biy of 163S, by which the royal power was brared in the name of the whole 
nation, and episcopacy formally dlssolTed. In this meeting, Baillie is said to 
haTO behaTod with great modenition ; a term, bowcTer, wUdi must be under- 
stood as only comparatira, for the expresaioos uaed in his letter regarding the 
matteis condemned, are not what would now be coniidered moderate. In the 
ensuing year, when it was found necessary to rindicate the proceedings of the 
Glasgow Aoembly with the swotd, Baillie entered heartily into the riews of his 
countrymen. He accompanied the army to Dunse Law, in the capadty of 
preacher to the Earl of Eglintoune's regiment ; and be it was, who has handed 
down the well known description of that extraordinary camp. — " It would hare 
done you good," he remarks in one of his letters, " to haye cast your eyes athml 
our brare and rich hills, as oft as 1 did, with great contentment and joy ; fbr 
I was there among the rest, beine chosen preacher by the gentlemen of our 
shiie, who came late with Lord %Iintoune. I flimished to half a doses of good 
fellows, muaketj and pike*, and to my boy a broad sword. 1 carried myself as 
the fashion was, a sword, and a couple of Dutdi pistols at my saddle ; but I pro- 
mise, for the offence of no man, except a robber in the way; for it was our 
part alone to pray and preach for the encouragement of our countrymen, wtlidi 
I did to my power most diearfully." {Letlert, vol i. p. 174.) He afterwards 
states, " Our soldiers giew in experience of arms, in courage, and hvour, daily. 
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Bnry OM Mteaar^ed another. TIm liglit of their noblei, and llieir b«loTed 
pwtan, dally nitoi Qwir huiti. The good mnaona and prayen, luomiog and 
anning, nnder Um roof of heami, to which dieir dnmii did call them for belli ; 
IIm rNDODitranae niry frequent of the goodnen of their cwiu ; of their conduct 
hilberto, hy a hand deariy dinne ; aln Leslie'* ikill, and prudence, and for- 
tune, made them m reaolote for battle ai could be wished. We were Awed 
that emulation among aar ntriilea mif^ haTs dona hnim, when they should be met 
in the Geld; but luch wu the wisdom and authwity of that old, little, croaked 
■oidier, that all, with an incredihle wbiniMion, from the beginniDg to the end, 
gare orer tbemselTea to be guided by him, ai if he had been great Solyraan. — 
Had you lent your ear in the morning, or etpecially at eren, and heaid in the 
tenti the sound of tonw singiog psalmi, Mnoe praying, and some reading Scrip- 
ture, ye would haTe been refreshed. True, there was swearing, and cuning, and 
brawlii^, in some quaiten, whereat we were griered ; but we hoped, if our camp 
had been a little settled, to bare gotten tome way for theae misorden ; for all of 
any bdlion did regret, and all promised to do their best eodeaToun for helping 
all'abiHea. For myielii 1 ncTer found my miudin belter temper than it was all 
that time since I came from lumie, till my head wai again htmewBrd; for I was 
as a man who had taken my leare trom the world, and was resolved to die in 
that setTke without retuni." Ihia expedition ended in a treaty between the 
Scottish leadei* and their sOTemgn, in terms of which hostilides ceased for a few 
months. On the renewal of the insurrectionary war next year, Baillie accom- 
panied the Scottish army on its march into England, and became tbe chronicler 
[>f its tnuisaetioni. Towards the end of the year 1640, be was selected by the 
Scottish leaders as a proper person to go to London, along with other commis- 
■ioner*, to prepare charges against Archbishop Laud, for his innoratioiM upon 
the Scottish diurch, whidi were alleged to haTe been the origin of the war. He 
had, in April, befote the expedition, published a pamphlet, entitled, " Laden- 
sium AifTusTSKfwic : the Canterburian's SeltoonTiction ; or an Erident Demon- 
■tration of the avowed Arminianinne, Foperie, and Tyrannie of that Faction, by 
their own oonfesdons," which pecfaapa pointed him cut as fit to take a lead in 
tbe prosecution of the great Anti<duist of Scottish presbytery. Of this and al- 
moat all the other proceedings of his pubLc life, he has left a minute account in 
hi* letters and jounials, which ore preserred entire in the archirei of the church 
of Scotland, and in the unirersity of Glasgow, and of whiiA excerpts wens pub- 
liibed in 3 Tola. 8tol Edinburgh, 1775. These reliquei of Mr Baillie form val- 
uable materials of history. Not long after his return to his natire country, in 
1643, he was appointed joint professor of divinity at Glasgow, along with Mr 
David Dickson, an equally distinguished, hut less moderate divine. It aUbrds 
some proof of the ettamation in which be was now held, that he had the choice 
of this appointment in all tba four univeraities of Scotland. He peribmied his 
duties from this period till the leetwation, and at tbe same time attended all the 
Genend Aaemblie* as a member, except during an interval in 1S13-4, when he 
was absent as a del^ate to the Wedminster oasemhly of dirinea. In this latter 
capaaty.he conducted himself in an uuobtnuive manner, but fidlyconcuned in tbe 
prindple* and view* of the more prominent men. It is ohaervable from his let* 
tars, that, with the pardonable earnestoess of hi* age and party, be looked upon 
tolraation h a thing total to religion, and strenuously asserted the divine right 
of the pvesbyterian diurdi to be established in complete ascendancy and power 
as a substitute for the diurdi of England. Fnnn 1646 to 1649, he discharged 
hi* ordinary duties as a theological teacher, without takiug a leading part in 
pubUe affairs. But is the latter year, he was choaen by the church, a* the fit- 
teat penon to carry its homage to king Charie* IL at the Hague, and to invite 
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that jrouthfii) DMHurch to Bnuroe the goremroeiit In Scotland, under tlw limita- 
liona and itipulatioiii of the mreiiBiit. Itiii duty he eiecutod willi « degrea of 
dig^nity and proprietjr, which oould hare bmn expected from no BMmber of hit 
churdi, but one, wbo, like him had apent leTeral )resn in coDdneting' high diplo. 
malic aflUn in England. Ind«ed, Mr Baillie appeen in erery tnntacticm ot 
hii life, to hsTe been an aecompliihed man of the world; and yet retaining, aJoog 
with habili of expediency, the most perfect rincerity in hU leligioui Tiem 
When the necevary introduction of the molignanti into the king'a lerrice, cawed 
a rtrong diriiioD in the diurdi, in 1661, Baillie, aa might hare bwn expected 
from hb character and fonner hiitory, sided wi^i Ihe yiehling or Beeohitioniit 
party, and loon became ita prindpal leader. On ihii acooont he, and many other 
ainccTC men, were charged by the Protesting and leM worldly party, with a deden- 
■ion from the high prindiJe* of the coreoant ; « diai^ to whidi he, at leait, 
certainly wai not Lable. AAer the Hertoration, (hough made Prindpal of hii 
college through court patronage, he Btrupulouily refused to accept a iiidtoprlc, 
and did not hefitate to expr«M fail diHatiifacdon with the re-inlraduetion of 
rpiacopacy. Hie health now defining, he was risited by the new-made airii- 
biihop, to whom he thus freely ex[H«ned himself: "Hr Andrew," said he, " I 
wiU not now call you my hwd. King Charles would have made me one of theee 
lords ; bat I do not find in the New TeMament that Chrirt has any lordi in hia 
bouN." He Gon«dered this tana of religion and ecckaiastical goremment as 
« imnnsislent with Scripture, contrary to pure and primitive antiquity, and dia- 
(DMrically oppoaed to the true interest of the country." He died, July, 160S, 
in the 63d year of his age. 

Mr Baillie, betides bis Letters and Journals, and a ivriety of eeclTO Kiai fc 
pamphlets, nilable to the spirit cf the times, waa Ihe autlMW of a n^tectdds 
and learned woHi, entitled, " Opus HittorietOH et C'hrouoto^eiem,'" which waa 
publi^ed in folio at Amiteidam. He was a nan of extenMre leaminf — undei>- 
stood no fower than tliirteen languages, among whiiA wei« Hebnw, Chaldee, 
Syriac, Samaritan, Arabic, and Ethiopic, — and wrote Latin with abnott Augu»- 
tan elegance. He left a large fkmily : one of his daugblera, beeoming the wife 
of Walkinshaw of Bairowfield, was, by a itrsnge diance, the anoecDwa of Mlaa 
Clemetttina Walkinshaw, weU known from her connexion with the hiatory of 
Prince Charlet Siuait — and also grandmother to the celebrated Henry Hixne, 
l>eU«r known tinder the judidal deaignatjon of Lord Kamea. 

BAILLIE, RfiBDiT, of Jeniiwood, an eminent patriot of the reign of Chariea 
II., was the son of George Baillie of St John's hitk in Lantriuhire, cadet of the 
andent family of Baillie of Lamington, who appean to have purdiasad the estate 
of Jerriawood, also in Lanariuhire, in the reign of Charles 1., ftom a fenu'ly of 
the name of Lifingitone. It is alAted by the Jacobite, Bobcat Mylne, in the 
publication called " Fountainhall's Notes," that the lb«t drcumstance whicli 
alienated the mind of Robert Baillie from the goremment, was hia marrying .a 
daughter of Sir Ardiibald JohnsUin of Watrisloun, who, haring borne a conspi- 
cuous part in the dvil war from its beginning, was executed after the Beaton^ 
tion, Wbaterer be the truth of this legation, BaiUie appears before the year 
1076, to hare been otherwise allied to the nou-confbrmiit party. 

The inddent whidi first brought him forward into riew as a subject of pena- 
cution, waa one of thoae interferences in behalf of natural juatice, where all kmo 
of oonaequences ii oreibome by the exigency of the occanon. Daring the 
mbgoremment of the Dnke of Lauderdale, a wretdted profligate of the name of 
Cantain had bargained with ArdiUibop Sharpe to undertake the businese of 
an infomter upon an unooinmonly large scale, hanug a troop et other infonnen 
under him, and enjoying a certun reward for eadi ittdividoal whom be eouM 
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dmeet M the oonrentidM, b«ai^ a ihire of tlie line* Impoted upon th«nL It 
luay be auppoKd that an indiridual who could pemiit hiuwelt' to enter upon a 
profisMiaii of Ihu kind, would oot be rery Bcrupuloiu m to tin guilt of the per- 
(ont wbom he MMight to make hii prey. He anconUogiy sppeon to hare, at 
least in one noted initance, pounced upon an indiriduil who waa perfectly in- 
iraeenL Thii wu the Rbt. Mr Kiriiton, a non-conformut niinisler it is true, 
but one who had been cautioia to keep iCrictly within tbe rerge of the Inw. 
Kirkton was tlM bmther-jnJaw of Mr Baillie of lerriavrood, hy his marria^ to 
the siner of that gentieioan, and he it eminent in Scottish literary history for a 
memoir of the church during his own Umes, which was of great serrice in luanu- 
sixipt to the histwitm Wodrow, and was at length published in 1617. One day 
ill June, 167S, as Mr Kirkton was walking along the Hi^ Street of Edinbui^. 
Carstairs, whose penon he did not know, accosted him in a rery civil manner, 
nod expressed a desire to speak with him in prirate. Mr Kirkton, suspecting 
lie efil, followed Cant&in to a rery mean-looking house, nenr the common 
prison. ContlUTS, who hod no warrant to appnhend or detain Mr Kirkton, 
went out to get one, locking the door upon his victim.' The unfortunate deiv 
gyinan then peneiTed that he was in some danger, and preTuiled upon a peraon 
in the bouM to go t« M«k hu brother-in^aw, Mr Bailiie, and apprise him of hit 
tiluation. CarWairs, having in vain endeavoured to get the requisite number of 
privy-oooDciUon to sign a warrant, now came bade, reacdved, it appears, to try 
at least if be could not force tome money from Mr Kiricton for his release. Just 
■■ they were nbout to confer upon thit tii>ject, Mr fiaUlle came to the door, 
with savend other petiont, and called to Cantain to open. Kirkton, hearing 
tiie voice* of firiends, took courage, and deaired bis captor either to set him five, 
or to than a warrant for his detention. Carstain, instead of doing either, drew 
a pocket pistol, and Kirkton found it necessary, for his own safety, to enter into 
a penona) Mruggla, and endeavour to secure the troapoo of hit antagonist llie 
gentlemen without, hearing a struggle, and cries of murder, hurst open the door, 
and found Cantain sitting upon Mr Kirkton, on the &iKa. Baillie drew his 
iword, and commanded the poltroon to come nfT, asking him at the same time if 
he had any warrant for apprehending Mr Kiridon. Cantairs toid he had a 
warrant for conducting him to prison, but he utterly refused to show it. though 
Mr BaiUie said that, if he saw any warrant against his friend, he would assist 
in carrying it into execution. The wreldi still peiusting in toying be had a 
wairant, but wat not bound to ihow it, Mr Baillie lafl the place, with Mr Kirk- 
ton and other friends, having offered no violence whatever to Contairs, but only 
threatened to sue him for unlawful invasion of hit brother-in-law's person. 

It might have been expected from even a govenuneut so lost to nil honour 
and justice at that which now prevailed in Scotland, that it would have bad at 
least the good ttntt to oveiiook this unhappy accident to one of its tools. On 
the oontrary, it was resolved to brave the popular feeling of right, by listening 
to the omnptainta of Cantain, Through tbe intluenoe of Arahbishop Sharpe, 
who said that, if Cantain was not countenanced, no one would be procured to 
apprehend fanatics afterwards, a majority of the council agreed to prosecute 
Unillie, Kiriuan, and the other penons concerned. For this purpose, an ante- 
dated warrant was furnished to Carstairs, signed by nine of the coundllors. The 
Marquis of AthoU told Bishop Burnet, that he had been one of the nine who 
lent their name* to thit infamous documenL The whole case was therefore 
nnde out to be a tumult against the government ; Baillie was fined in ux thou- 
•and marks, (£313 noriing)' and Ut friends in smaller sums, and to be iiii> 
prisoned tiU they should nnder payment. 
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lliiB Bwaid mi 10 oppoiit*, in «T«ry psrticulw, to tin priodplM of butb, 
luatour, and juitice, that, erai if Dot directed agninit indiTidimli ooniwdad wilti 
the popular cbum, it oould Dot bara failed to exdte general indjfnation. It 
appaan that a reapectable mmority of the inuiicil itaelf wa* ttrongly oppond UT 
the dediion, and took care to let it be known at court Mr BailLie wai tbere- < 
fore releaied at the end of four montlH, in coasidenition of payment of one fa. 
of hia 6ae to the cmalun CatMain. Lord Halton, bowerer, who wa* at thi* 
time a kind of pro-iegent under kii brother Lauderdale, had interert b> obtain 
the dianuMal of bia opponents from the couodl, namely, the Duke of Hamilton, 
the Earii of Morton, Dumlriet, and Kincardine, and the Lordi Codirane and 
PrimroM, wboni he branded, for thdr conduct on Ibi* occaiion, aa enenuea to 
the churdi and favouren of oonTsnticle*. 

Atterthii period, notliing ii known of Hr Baillie till the year 1S83, when 
be i* found taking a prominent (bare in a acheme of emigration, agitated by a 
Dumber of Scottish gentlenien, who aaw no refuge but thia from the lp«nny of 
the gorenunenL Theee gentlemen entered into a negotiation with tlie pslon- 
teei of South Ctnohna, for perminiou to conrey themaelrM thither, along with 
their familiea and dependent!. While thua engaged, Mr Baillie wat induced, 
along with lereral of bia finendi, to enter into coireipODdence and counsel with 
the beadi of the Puritan party in England, who were now fovming an extonsiTe 
plan of insurrection, for the purpoH of obtaining a diange of meaaures in the 
goTenuuent, though with no ult^or yiew. Under the pretext of tlie American 
expedition. Lord Melrille, Sir John Cochrane of Ochilttee, IHr Baillie, and three 
other*, were innted and repaired to Londtm, to consuk with the Duke of Mod- 
niouth, Sydney, Ruaell, and the reat of that party. This acbePM wai never pro- 
perly matured j indeed, it never was any thing but a matter of talk, and had 
cesaed to be eren that, when a minor plot for assaninaling the king, to whicti 
only B small nunibar of the party were privy, butst premMurely, and invoUed 
•erersl of the chiefa, who were totally ignorant of it, in deslzudion. Sydney 
and Ruaell su|]ered for this crime, of which they were innocent ; and Bailiie 
and sererol other gontkmen were seized and sent down to be tried in Scotlnnd.- 

The subsequent judicial proceedings wen characteriaed by the usual riolanca 
and illegality of the time. He endured a long confinement, during which he 
was treated very harshly, and not permitted ia have the society of bii Udy, 
though she offiired to go into irons, as an oaurance against any attempt at fad- 
Utating bis escape. An attempt was made to procure sutBcient pvof of guilt 
from the confessions wrought out of his nephew-in-law, the Earl of Tarras (who 
had been first married to the elder sister of the Duchess of Monmouth) ; but, 
this tieing found insuffident, his prosecutors were at last obliged to adopt the 
unlawful expedient, too common in thoae distracted times, of putting him to a 
puigatire oath. An accuaation was sent to him, not in the form of an indictment, 
nor grounded on any law, but on a letter of the king, in which be was charged 
with a conspiracy to raise rebellion, and a concern in the Ryehouse Plot He 
was told that, if he would not clear himself of these charges by his oath, he 
should be held as guilty, thou^ not as in a oiminal court, but only as before 
the council, who had no power to award a higher sentence than line and im- 
prisonmenL As be utterly refiised to yield to audi a demand, be was fined by 

* Mr KoM, in ills Obseiratfons on Mr Fox'i History, niUm that Ihs hope of a pardon 
batng beld oatio him, on oDnditinu ofliis giving InformatioD respecting soma friends sop- 
poaed lo be engaged oiih blm, bJg answer was, "They who can makesuchs propoul to me 
neiiber knuw me nor my country;" an expression of which the iaiWrpert ia amply justified 
bv tact, for, na Lord John HiuseU bss Justly obMrred, In his Memeln of Loid WQltam 
Ruuell, "'■ '- t-lhfi h-iniir -f 'jrrrtlnnri thst [nn thli nrrsslnnl nn rltniMns Eamabiiwaid 
Tolunlaril)'. to acciua thsfr uaociBtes, as had been done In EnfloiuL" 
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the CMundl in £6,000, beinf tdMut the rslue of his whole e«Mte& It wat llien 
■ippoaed that the piweeution would ceau, and that he would escape nith the 
(toon of a ca^dTo. For wreral month* be continued ihut up in a loathgome 
prison, wtuch had fuch an eflect upon hU health that he vai brought almost to 
the Ia«t extremity. Yet " all the while," to use the word* of Bishop Birrnot,' 
" ha seamed so compoeed, and even so cheerful, that hia behariour looked lilie a 
reTiring of the spirit of the noblest of the old Greeks or Romans, or rather of 
die primitlre Christians, and first nuutfrs in those last days of the church." At 
length, «n the 33rd of December, 168i, be was brought before the court of 
justiciar;. He was now so weak u to ba obliged to appear at the bar in his 
night-gown, and take frequent applications of cordials, iriiidi were supplied to 
him by hi* sister, the wife of Mr Ker of Graden. The only eridence that could 
be produced was the confessions forced from his friends by torture, one of 
whom, the Ber. Mr Csntairs, afterward* the distinguished Principal of the 
Ddinbm^ Unirenity, had only emitted a declaration, on an eiprest promise 
that no use was to be made of it Mr Baillie solemnly denied hanng been 
accessary to any conspiracy against the king's life, or being un&TOUiably dis- 
posed to monarehical gOTemment. He complained that his friend* had been 
forced to bring forth untrue representations against him. Indeed, there can be 
no doubt tiiat the whole extent of his o^nce was a deiire to procure some ame- 
lioration of the measutes, and not any change of the members of the gorem- 
ment ; we say JMire, -because it nerer could Im proved that a single step had 
been taken in the matter, nor Is there the least probability that it would have 
ever been beard of, but for the trial* of several innocent persons. 

A' cavalier and contemporary writer has alleged that Mr Baillie conducted 
himself on his trial in a very haughty and scornful manner, — " very huily and 
proud," is the ezpreadon used — but this probably is only the colour given by a 
political enemy to the Roman dignity, wUch Burnet saw in his behaviour. Af- 
ter the eridenoe had been adduced, and when the Lord Advocate had ended his 
riuatge, the following remarkable dialogue took place between him and that ofG- 

" My lord, 1 think it very strange that you diarge me with such abominable 
things ; yon may remember that when you came to me in person, you told me 
that such things were laid to my charge, but that you did not believe them. 
How then, my lord, did you coma to lay sudi a slain upon me with so mudt vio- 
lenoa? Are you now convinced in your conscience that I am nuKe guilty than 
before T You may remember what passed betwixt us in prisoo." 

The whole audienM fixed their eye* upon Ihe advocate, who i^pearod in no 
small confusion, and said, 

" Jarviswood, I own what you say. My thoughts there were as a private 
man ; but what I say here is by special direction of the privy oounol. And," 
painting to Sir WilUam Peterson, derk, " he knows my orderi." 

" Well," said Baillie, " if your lordship Iiave one conscience for yaunelf, and 
another for the oouncil, I pray God forgive you ; I do. My lords," be added, 
" 1 trouble your lordships no further." 

Hie asrite was empannelled at midnight, and sat till nine in tile morning of 
Ihe succeeding day, when a verdict of guilty was rebtmed against Mr Baillie, 
and he was tenleneed to be executed that afternoon, at the anm, and his Uoiba 
to be aflerwai^ exhibited on the jails of four diliferent Scottish towns. The 
reason for such predpitadon was tb» fear of his judge* that a natural death 
would disappoint the wishes of the government, which called imperatively at tbi* 

to Hr 



.y Google 



92 UATTHEW BAILLIIS, M.D. 

moment for a public exunpla to tonify ita opponentj. B«iUie ouly mid, " Hj 
lordt, tbe time ii short, the leDtence ia ilurp, but I tbaak my God who bath 
mode me u lit to die u you are to lire." On ntuming to the prUon he ex- 
perienced what Wodrow deecxibai a* " s ttonderliil raptun of joy, from tbe 
anurance h« had, thu iu a few boun be should be ineooceirably happy." 

Hr BaiUia wa* attended to the icaflbld by hii fiilhful and ailactionate liiter. 
He had prepared an addren to the people ; but knowing that be might be pT»- 
Tenled from delireriiig it, he had preTiously ^Tcn it to hii friondiin writing. 
It u aaid that (he government afterwards offered lo gire up his body fw burial, 
if his Mends would agi«« to supprets this docunienL They appear to hare re- 
jected the proposition. The unfcstunate gentleman was so weak that he requir- 
ed to be assisted in mounting the ladder : he betrayed, bowerer, no symplran of 
moral weaknen. Juit before beii^ Gonsigned to his fiue, he Mid, in the telC- 
accusing spirit of true exccUeaoe, " My faint zeal for the proleMant religion has 
brought me tu this end." His sister-in-law, with the stem virtue of her fiuuily. 
waited to the last.* 

" Tlius," says Bithop Burnet, " a learned and worthy gentleman, afler twenty 
months' hard usage, was brought to death, in a way so full in all the stepa of it 
of tbe spirit and pmcdoe of the courts of Inquisititm, that one is tempted W 
think that the method) token in it were su^eated by one well studied, if not 
[iractised, in them. Tbe only excuse that ever was pretended tor this infamous 
preeecution was, that they were sure he wm guilty ; and that tbe whole secret of 
(he negotiation between the two kingdoms was intrusted to hiiii ; and that, since 
iie would uot discover it, all methods might be taken to destroy him. Not oan- 
sldering what a precedent they made on this occasion, by which, if they were 
once possessed of on ill opinion uf a nutn, they were to spare neltlier artifice nor 
violenoe, but to hunt him down by any means." 

Dr Owen has testified in a Urong tnanuer to the great abilities of the Scottish 
Sydney. Writing to a Scottish friend, he said, " You linre truly men of great 
ipirits among you ; there is, for a gentleman, Mr Baillie of Jerviswood, a person 
of the greatest abilities I ever almost met uith." 

Mr BailUe's family was completely ruined by his forfeiture. He left a son, 
George Baillie, who, afier his execution, was obliged to take refuge in Holland, 
whence he ofterwardi returned with the Prince of Orange, by whom he wai re- 
stored to his estates. The wife of this gentleman was Miss (iriiel Hume, daugh- 
ter of Sir Patrick Hume of Polwarth, a fellow-patriot of IVtr Hobert BailUe. Tbe 
occasion of their meeting ws« very remariiable. Mim Griiel, when a very young 
girl, was sent by her father from the country, to endeavour to convey a letter to 
Mr Baillie in prison, and bring back what intelligence she could. Bhe succeed- 
ed In this difficult enteq>rise ; and having at the sanie time met with Mr BaiIUe*s 
son, tbe intimacy and friendship was formed, wliich was afterwards eon^eted 
by their marriage. 

BAILLIE^ MiTTHEw, M.D. a distinguished modem physician and anatomist, was 
tbe ion of the Rev. James Baillie, D.D. Professor of Divinity in the Uoivenitj 
of Glasgow. He ivas bom October 37, 1761, in the manse of Shotls, of w4)icli 
pariah his father was then minister. The father of Dr Matthew Baillie waa nip- 
posed to be descended from the tamily of Baillie of Jerriiwood, so not«d in the his- 
tory of Scottish freedom ; bis mother was a sister of the two celebrated anatomists, 



Dr William and Mr John Hunter ; and one of bis two sisters was Min J 

* " Tbe Lndy Graden, wfth ■ mure than masculina eounue. ■tlnnded 111 
tlU he was qunnersd, and want with tha hingniui and sawliis qusrtaniD 
—Pmntainluiiei Ntlei, IIT, lia It Is searctly posrible fnrui indivldm 
IhatseliDpof modern HKiaiylobdlave such a BtBlamsut. 
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Baillie, the late well known and amiabU authora« of " Pkya on tin PturioiML" 
AAer receiving the rudimenu of hi* education under hii father'! immediate lU- 
perintendeace, he began hii Eundemical coune in 1773. in the ITnirenity of 
UUigvw, where he dUtinguiihed hjinaelf so highly bi tu be Irangferred, in 1778, 
upon Suell's foundation, to fiiliol Collega, Oxford. Here, when he had attoitied 
the proper lUnding, he took hii do g me * in siti and phyiiix In 1780, while 
*tm keeping hit tenni at Oxford, he commenced hii anatomical Mudie* at Lon- 
don, under the care of hii unclei. He had the great adrantsge of reiiding with 
Or William Huiiter, and, when he became aufficiently adrancod in hit ttudiat, of 
being employed to moke ihe necesBary preparatioDB for the lecturei, to conduct 
the demoniUationa, and to (uperintend the operationi of the itudenU. On llie 
death of Dr Hunler, March 1793, he was found qualified to become the aucceemr 
of that grent man, in conjuncdon with Mr Cruicluhank, who had preriouily 
been employed at Dr Hunter'i auiatiint. Hu uncle appointed him by will to 
ban the ute of his splendid collection of anatomical preparatioiia, lo long ai he 
(bonld continue an anatomical lectuier, after which it wna to be tranifeired to 
liLugow College. Dr Baillle began to lecture in 1784, and loon acquirod 
the bigbeet reputation aa an anatomical teacher. He waa himaelf indetiUigable 
in the buainea of forming preparationa, adding, it i* (aid, no fewer than eleren 
hundred article* to hi* cncle'i museum. He poaaessed the raluable talent of 
making an abitruse and difBcult subject plain ; hi* prelection* were remaikable 
for tikat lucid order and <deamess of expreiiion wliidi proceed from a perfect 
conception of the subject; and he nerer permitted any vanity of display to tuni 
liim fi'uni hi* great object of conveying information in Ihe simplest and must 
intelligible way, and so as to become useful to his pupil*. Hie diitinctoeis of 
hii elocution was alio much admired, notwithstanding that he nerer could alto- 
gether ahake off the accent of his native country. In 1795, Dr Boillie embodied 
the knowledge he poiseised through his own obserrations and those of hia uncle, 
in a small but most raluable work, entitled, " The Morbid Anatomy of aome of 
liie moat iraportoot parts of the Human Body," which was immedialaly tranilated 
into Frencli and German, and extended his tutow to ereiy land where medical 
■uience wa« cultiraled. The publication of this little lieatiae was, indeed, an 
era in the history of medical knowledge in thii country. It cmnbiDed all the 
information formerly scattered through the writings of Bonelus, Lieutaud, and 
Montagui, beaidea die innnenae store of ohaerrations mode by the ingenious 
author. The knowledge of the diongei produced on the human frame by disease 
had pverioualy been very imperfect; but it was now so completely elucidated 
thai, with the nssiatance of thia little volume, any person preriouily acquainted 
uith morbid aymptums, but unacquainted with the disease, oould, upon an exami- 
nation after death, undeialjuid the whole malady. Perii^ no produc^on of 
the period, erer had ao much influence oa the study of medicine, or contributed 
so much to correct unfounded apeculationi upon the nature of disease, lo excite 
a ipirit of i^werration, and to lead Ihe attention of the student to' fact and ex- 
perience. Along with all ila excellencies, it waa deli^Ufiil lo ohaeire the 
extreme modesty and total absence of pretension, with wUdii the author, in the 
fulness of his immense knowledge, ushered it into the world. 

In 1787, Dr Boillie had been elected physician to St George's Heapital, a 
situation which afforded him many of those opportDnitie* of obserratioii upon 
which the lucce** of hi* work on Morbid Anatomy was founded. In 1789, 
baring taken hia degree of M.D, at Oxford, he waa admitted a candidate at the 
College of Phyaiciana, and in the following year had the full pririleget of fel- 
biwahip conferred upon him. About the same time, he waa elected a fellow 
of the Royal Society, to ivhich be had contributed two eiiay*. Ha lerred the 
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in tbs Royal College of PhyDciaiu, in 1793 and 1797, and thai 
imder the act of parliament for the inapeclion and Ucentiiig^ of 
179i and 1T9S. 

Id 1799, Dr BaiJlie relinquiihed the biuineu of an analomical lecturer, uid 
in 1800 retigned hii dutiei at phytician to St George** Hotpital. Partly by 
the influence of liii fiune u an anatomiit, and partly througli tbe dinnteretti^il 
recommendation* of lereral memben of hii own profenion, he found himieif 
gradually tampted into the lea agreeable budoea of a general pbyridan. He 
mil always reaorted to, when more than ordinary icientific prediion wai re- 
quired. About tbe year 1801, wbeD he had attained the mature age of forty, 
Ite had became completely abaoibed in pntctice. Aa a phyaidan, be powened, 
in an eminent d^ree, a focUity in dirtinguiiliing diaeaaei,— -one of the moat 
important quslificalioiii in the practice of medicine ; aa a want of accuracy in 
disiariaunsling lymptoraatic tmra primary afftcUou teada to the moat leriouf 
eiToti ; whilst it may be aaid that, when a diaesae ii onoe dirtinetly chancter- 
iied, and the peculiaritiea of the caae defined, the cur* ii half parfbraied. Hn- 
bila «f attentive obeerration bad enabled Dr Baillie to kntrw, widi great accuracy, 
the pntdae extent of the powen of medidne ; indeed, there waa no clan of 
caaee more likely to fall imder hia obaerratien than thote in which they had 
been abused ; younger practitionen being apt to carry a particular lyitem of 
treatment beyond ila proper limita ; Dr ^Uie'i leadineaa, therefore, in teeing 
this abuae, rendered hi> opinioni, in many caKa, of great value. Yet he wat 
olHBya icrupaloiuly anaiou*, throi^ the natural benignity of bii diipodtion, t« 
uae hii knowledge with a delicate regard to the intereata of Ihote juniort wboee 
procedure he waa called upon to amend. He managed, indeed, Ihii part of hii 
practice with lO much deUcacy that he waa held in the utmoat al^ction and 
esteem by the younger brandiei of the profenion. 

Dr Baillie waa remarkable for forming hia judgment of any caae before him 
from hi* own obaerrationa exduairely ; carefiilly guarding himaelf againtt aoy 
prepoiiMaiona from the opinioni auggeated by other*. When be nailed a pa- 
tieiit, he obtarred him accurately, he liatened to him atlentiTely, he put a few 
pointed quediona — and hia opinion waa fonned. Beneath a meet natural and 
unaaauming manner, wbidi wat the aame on aU occaaiona, waa concealed an 
almott intuitive power of perceiving tbe atate of hi* patienL Hia mind was 
alwaya quietly, iHit eagerly directed, to an inveatigation of the aymptoma ; and 
he had ao dittinct and tyfteroatic a mode of putting questions, that the anawen 
at hi* patients often preaented a connected view of tbe whole caae. On «uch 
occaaiona, he avoided technical and learned phrases ; be affected none of that 
sentimental tenderness, whidi is aometimea SMumed by a phyaidan with a view 
to leoommend himself to his patient ; but he expressed what he had to say in 
the nmpleat and plainest terms ; with some pleaaanlry, if the occasion admitled 
of It, and with gravity and gentleness, if they were required ; and he left hit 
patient, either encouraged ra- tranquillized, persuaded that the opinion be had 
received waa sound and honest, lAelher it was unfavourable or not, and that his 
phyaidan merited his eonUdenoe. In delivering or writing hia opinions, he was 
equally rematkable for unaftiKted aimplidty. His language was sometimes so 
plain, that hia patient* have been able to repeat to their other medical atten- 
dants, every wmd whidi be had uttered. In consultation, be gave his opinion 
conciaely, and with a few grounda; those grounds being chiefly facta, rather than 
a^iuments, so that little room was hd for diapule. If any diiference or diffi- 
culty arMe, his example pointed out the way of removing it, by an appeal to 
other facta, and by a neglect of speculative reasoning. 

In every relation and situation at private life, Dr Baillie wa* equally (o bo 
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admind ; and it muit be added, that Ibe ume libnai and juK ideu whiob, on 
all occadoDi, guided his conduct ai an indiTido&l, ruled him in hii many public 
dutiea: ke nerer countenanced any meaiuTei which had the appeanwce of o|h 
|H«NioD or hostility lowaida the m^bert of Ui pFOfesion, Men wldoai act, 
collectirely, with l(ie Mme honour and integrity ai they would do iudlTidually ; 
and a member of a public body requlrea an unumil ihare of moral courage, who 
opposes those measuras of his aMOciptes, n4i{ch he may not himself approre of; 
but if there was one qualification more than fuiother, whiidi gars Dr Baillie the 
public confidence he enjoyed, and raised him to the lenitfa of ^fesiional dis- 
tinction, it was his inflexible integrity. 

In 1799, Dr BailUe oommenced the pubUe&tion of " A Series of Engrarings, 
to iUuslrate some parts of Morbid Anatomy," in lucoMUTe fatcictdi, which were 
completed in 1803. The drawings for ^is splendid work were done by Mr 
Clift, the Conserrat4W of the Hunterian Museum in Lincoln's Inn Fields ; and 
they were creditable at once to the taste and liberality of Dr Baillie, and to tlie 
slate of ait in that day. Dr Baillie afterwards published " An Anatconieal de- 
scription of the Orsrid Uterus ; " and throughout the whole course of his pro- 
fMriond lifb, be contributed largely to the tinnsactions and medical ooUections 
of the time. When be was at dte b^ht of hU popularity, he enjoyed a higher in- 

De than any preceding phyiieian, and which was only interior to the sum 
receired by one particular contemporary. In one of hU busiest yean, when he 

d scarcely time to take a single meal, it is said to have reached £1 0,000. 

; was admitted to hare the greatest eomtdtation baiinegt of his time ; and it 

a known that he was applied to for medical adnce &om many distant quorten 
•f the ma^A. Prom his arduous, and to his mind, oAen iiksome duties, he en- 
joyed no relaxation for many yean, till at length he began to indulge in an 
annual retirement of a few months to the country. On one of the first <st diese 
oocaiions, he paid a risit to the land of bis birth, whidi, during an absence of 
thirty years, spent in busy and distracting pursuits, he had nerer ceased to re- 
ganl with the most tender feelings. Ilie lore of country was, indeed, a promi- 
nent feature in his character; and he wOi prepared on this occasion to realize 
many enjoyments which he had preriooaly contemplated with enthusiasm, in the 
proepect of once more beholding the land and friends of hii youth. The result 
was far diAbrent from his expectations. He found most of his early companions 
either scattered oTei the world, in search, as he himself had been, of fortune, or 
else forgotten in tmtimely graves ; of those who surriTed, many were remoTcd 
beyond his sympathlee by that total alteration of feeling whidi a difference of 
worldly circuoMtancea wo inTsriably eftecis in the hearts of eai^y friends, on the 
side of the depreased party as well as the elerated. 

Dr Baillie was introduced to the fhrourable notice of the royal family, in con- 
sequence of his treatment of the diike of Gloucester. Being subsequently joined 
in consubation with the king's physicians, upon his majesty's own unhappy case, 
lie canw moiv proninently than ever Into public riew, a« in some measure the 
prindpal director of the royal treatment. The political responsibility of this 
situation was ao Tory weighty, that, if Dr Baillie bad been a man of less firmness 
of nerre, he could scaroely hare maintained himself under IL Such, boworer, 
was the public confidence in his inflexible integrity, that, amidst the hopes and 
fears which for a long time agitated the nation, on the subject of the king's 
tieahh, the opinion of Dr Baillie ever regulated that of the public. On the first 
vacancy, which occurred in 1810, he was appointed one of the physicians to the 
king, with the offer of a baronetcy, which, however, his good sense and unas- 
suming dispodtioa induced him to decline. 

Dr Bailtie at length sunk under the weight of hit practice, notwithstanding 
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thnt for.eren.1 t«w b. hnd tnVen "cry po«ible expedient to Aift off hu 
duti* to the car, of younger upUwita. Al the l«l ,u«rWrly maeong of ihe 
CoUe« of Phyiidan. Wore hi. dealh, «hen there «« a fidl ».embl»r of 
oMK^ in the mida of the aff»i~ for the con.ideration of »h.ch they were 
odled U-ether, Dr BaiUie entered the room, emaciated, hectic, and vnth »U 
the ™i.ptow of approaching di»oklion. Such wa. the effeci of h„ .ndden 
and une^erted appearance, that the pubUc buMn.« wa. .u.pended, and eTenr 
one pre»nt inalanlly and apontaneouiiy row, and remained .lw.d.ng until Dr 
Bulie had Uken hU xat; tha incident though tri.ial erin*. the effect.onat. «vtr. 
ecu with which be wai regarded. Beiida. the natural claim he had upon thi. body, 
lYoni hi« uii-pproacbed anatomical and medical dtiU, and the exlraordimuy 
benirnltr and worth of hii charactw. bo had enliUed himaelf to iti peculiar 
crsUtude by l«ring to it the whole of hi. nduable coUection of preparatioM, 
together with the wm of «x hundred pound, to keep it in order. Dr Baillio 
died on the 93d of Sept«mber, 1833. 

Ur Bailia bad murlai), Btb Hay, lT91, Mii> Sophia Denman, Kcond daughter of 
Dr Denmui of London, a diitingui.hed phyiieian. and .iitcr of Mr., .uhMquantly 
Lord Denman and Lord High Chaneellor of England. By her he left one ton. to 
whom he devoted hi. cttaU of DantUbouma, in Gloueaitarahire, and one daughter. 
The aumaand effect* doitinad by hi. will, many of which were given to medical inilitit. 
tion. uid pubUc charitie., were .worn in the Prerogatiie Court at la» than £80,000. 

Ur Baillie ia thu. diaracteriwd in the Annattt Obituary for lH:i4. " He 
aeenied to bare an innate goodnen of heart, a (eoret .ynpathy with the TJrtuou^ 
and to rejoice in their honoumble and dignified conduct, a. in a thing in which 
lie had a penooal intereat, and aa if he felt that hi. own ehanKter wa. raiMd by 
it, aa well a. human nature ennobled. He ceniured warmly what he diupprored, 
from a strong attachment to what i. right, not to display hi. niperiority to othen, 
or to i^re rent to any aaperity of temper ; at the un>e time he wa. indulgent to 
fhiliagi i hi. liiadneaa to othen leading him on many occasion, to orsrlook what 
tma due to himself; and eren in hi. laat illneat he paid gratuitous profesaional 
r'niu whidi were abore hi. Krength, and was in danger of suddenly exhaoMing 
liimnlf by exertions for others. His liberal disposition was well known to all 
acquainted with public lubacription.; the great extent to whidi it showed itself 
in priTsta benefaction, i. known only to those who were nearly connected widt 
him, and perfaap) was fully known only to hiniMlC" 

BAIRD, (the Right Honourable, General Sir) Dinn, a distinguished comman. 
der during the won of Ihe French ReTolutJoD, was the second .urriiing K>n of 
Willinm Baird, Esq., heir, by settlement, of his ncond cousin Sir John Baird, of 
Newbyth, Ban. He entered the army, December IG, 1779, a. an endgn in tbe 
Snd foot, joined the regiment at Gibraltar, April 1773, and returned to Britain 
in 1776. Haring been promoted to a lieutononcy in 1779, he inmiedialelj 
nfter obtained a company in the 73rd, a regiment then ju.t raised by Ijord 
Macieod, with whidi he sailed for India, and arrived at Madias, January 17 SO. 

This young regiment was here at once ushered into the trying and hazardous 
Keiies ot the war against Hyder Ally, whom the Englidi company hod provoked 
by a ihameful breach of bith into a hoatihty thai threatened to overwhelm it. 
Ill July 1780, while the company, exclusive of Lord Macieod'. regiment, had 
only about 5,000 men under arm., Hyder bunt into the Camatic with an army 
«f 100,000 men, disciplined and commanded by French officers, and laid aiege 
lo Arcot, the capital of the only native prince Iriendly to the BriU.lL fiir 
Hector Munro, comniandep4n-chief of the Company's troop., set out to relieve 
this dty on the 95th of AuguM, expecting to be joined on tlia 30th. by a huge 
rielAdimem then in the nor^m drcan under ColoDal Baillie. On learning this 
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moTcment, Hyd«r left Arcoc, and threir himwlf in the my of Colonel Baillie. 
In order to farour, if poeiible, the approneh of thU officer, Sir Hector Manro, 
OD the Sth of Seplember, dunged hii poaitien a little, and adraneed two milet 
on the Trepnuora road, which brought him within & short djittuice from the 
enemy. Hyder than detached hi» brother-in-law, Meer Saib, with 8,000 horse, 
to attack Colonel Buillie, and afterwardi tin additional force of 6,000 infantry, 
18,000 caralry, and 13 pieces of cannon, under hit ton, the celebrated Tippoo. 
He at the tome time made demonctnUions on hit front, to keep up the attention 
of Sir Hector and the main army. Baillie, though commanding' no more than 
S,000 Sepoys and a few European conipaniea, gained a complete rictory oret 
the immense force sent agninst him, but at the inme time sent word to Sir 
Hector, that, unleu prorision were made for accomplishing a junction, he must 
certainty be cut off The commander-in-chief held a council of war, when it 
was determined at all hazards to send a reinfonjeioenti for the purpose of achier- 
in^ the relief of this gallant oflicer. A small force nai selected, consisting 
principally of the grenadier and inJsntry companies of Lord Macleod's regiment, 
which, having receired strict injunctions as to the necessity of a secret and ex- 
peditious march, set ofTtowards Colonel Baillie's pceition, under the command 
of Colonel Fletcher and Captain Baird. Hydec Ally had secret intelligence of 
this morement, and sent a detachment to cut it otT; but Colonel Fletcher and 
Captain Baird, having fortunately conceired some suspidon of their guides, sud- 
denly altered their line of march, uid were thereby enabled to gain their point. 
Hyder wot detemuned that Colonel Baillie, with his friends, should not advance 
so safely to the main army. He therefore, with the nio«t consummate ability, 
and under his own personal intpection, prepni«d an ambuscade at a particular 
pan through which they would hare to miurch. This pait of the road, be had 
occupied and enfiladed with eereral batteries of cannon, behind which lay large 
bodies of his best foot, while he himself, with almost hit whole force, was readv 
to support the attack. While these real dispositions were made, a cloud of irre- 
gular cavslry was employed in several notions on tha side of Canjeverani, in 
order to divert the attention of the English camp. 

The morning of the 10th of 8eptemt>er had scarcely dawned, when tbe silent 
and expectant enemy perceived Colonel Baillie's little army advancing into the 
very toils planted to receive it The ambuscade reserved their fire with admi- 
rable coolness and self-command, tilt the unhappy English were in the midjt of 
them. The army man<Jied in column. On a sudden, while in a narrow defile, 
a battery of twelve guns poured a storm of grape-shot into their right flank 
The English &ced about; another battery immediately opened on their rear. 
Tbey bail no ■Itemativs, therefore, but to advance; otber batteries met them bere 
likewise, and in leas than half an hour, 57 pieces of cannon were to brought to 
bear on them as to penetrate into every part of die British line. By seven 
o'clock in the morning, the enemy poured down upon them In thousands, and 
every Englishman in the army was engaged. Capbiin Baird, at the head of hit 
grenadiers, fbught with the greateet heroism. Surrounded and ottadted on idl 
side^ by 35,000 cavalry, by 30 regiments of Sepoy infantry, besides Hyder 
Ally's European corps, and a numerous artillery playing upon them from all 
quarton within grape-shot distance, yet this heroic column stood firm and uo. 
daunted, alternately facing their enemies on every side of attadi. The French 
ofliceit in Hyder's camp beheld the scene with astonishment, whidi was increased, 
when, in the midst of all this tumult and extreme peril, they saw the British 
grenadieii performing their evolutions with as mudi precision, coolness, and 
■tendineei, as if under the eyes of a commander on a parade 
[.Colonels Baillie and Fletcher, and^Caplain Baird, hod only ten pieces of 
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cannon ; but thess were m excellenlly terred, that thej made grtKt haroc 
■mougM the enemy. At length, after a dubiout ccmteA of tliree boon, (from six 
in the morning till nine,) rictory began to detdara for the Gog'] ish ; the flower 
nf the Mysore caraJry, after many bloody repube*, were ct letigth entirely de- 
feated with great alaughter, and the right wing, coitpaeed of Hyder's best fbrcee, 
wa* thrown into diiorder, and began to give way. Hyder hinself wu about to 
gire the orden for retreat, and the French officer who directed the attillery 
began to draw it oE 

At this moment of exultation and Irimnph, whea Britiih ralour wai ju«t ebotil 
to rei^ that tafety which it had lo well fought for, then occurred an unlucky 
aeddent, whidi entirely altered the fortune of the day. The tumbrik contain- 
ing the ammunition niddenly blew up, with two dreadful exploeiona, in the 
centre of (he Briliih line. Ihe whole Gum of Ihur column wai laid open, and 
their artillery orertumed and dettroyed. Ihe dertiudion of man wai great, but 
the total loM of their ammunition was still more lilal to the aarriTOii. Tippoo 
Saib, a wwthy mmi of hi* martial lather, initantly isw and teiied the monent of 
adTantage, and, without waiting for ordera, fell with the utmoat r^idity, at the 
head of the Mogul and Carnatic hone, into the broken aquaie, whidi had not 
yet time in any degree to recorer ita form and o(der. Thia attack by the ene- 
my's cavalry being immediately seconded by the French mrpa, and by the firat 
line of infantry, determined at once the (ate of onr unfartunate army. After 
■uccessiTe prodigies of ralour, the brate Sepoyi were almost to a man ent to 

Colonels Baillie and Fletcher made one more deipei«te eflbrt ; they tallied 
the Europeans, and, under tlie fii« of the whole artillery of the enemy, gained a 
little eminence and formed tbemaeltes into a square. In this form, did this 
inrindble band, though totally without ammunition, the offioan fighting only 
with their swords, and the soldiera with their bare bayoneta, reaist and repulse 
the enemy in thirteen ditfbtent attadts ; until, at length, incapable of with^and- 
ing the succeeaire torrents of firesh troop* which were oontinusUy pouring upon 
Ihem, they wem fairly borne down and trampled upon, many of them still oaiv 
tiouing to ligbt under the *ery legp of the httnea and elephanti. 

Out of about 4,000 Sepoys and 800 European* who had cmsmenced this 
engagement, only about 300 of the latter surrired. Colonel Fletcher wa* among 
the sLiin, and Captain Baird had wound* in four plaoea. Wlien he and Colonel 
BaiUie, with other captire officer*, were taken befor* Hyda Ally, the latter 
gentleman siud to the barbarous diie^ " Your son will Inftxm yon, that you owe 
the rictory to our disaster, rather than to our defeat" Hyder angrily ordwed 
them from his presence, and commanded them intlantly to pri*on. iW alatigli> 
ter oiDong tbe Mysore troop* was rery great, amounting, it is aaid, to three 
times the whole British army- When Sir Hector Munroe learned the unhappy 
fata of his detachment, he found it neeeasary to retreat to Madiaa 

Captain Boird, with the otBoen, remained in a dunge<Mi in one of Hyder*s 
fori* for three days and a half; be wa* chained by the leg to another prisoner, 
a* much of the slaughter in llyder's army wa* attributed to the grenadiers. At 
length, in July 17S1, he wa* releaaed, and joined hi* regiment at AreoL In 
1787, he remcred with hia regiment (now styled the Tlst) to Bombay, and re- 
turned to Madras next year. On the 6th of June 1789, he reoeired the majo- 
rity of the 71st, and in October obtained lea*e of abaence, and returned l« 
Britain. In 1791, he returned as HeitfeBant-eolonel of the 7 l*t, and joined tbe 
amy under the marqui* Comwollis. As oommander of a brigade of Sepoye, be 
was present at the attadc of a number of Droogi, or biU-fiMts, and at the deg* 
ef Seiingapatani, in IT91 and 1799 ; And likewiw at the norming of Tfppoo 
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Sollaun'* liMi and eampi in dw iilsnd of SeringapaUm. In 1793, he com- 
nwnded a brifsde of EuiopeaiM, and waa pi«aent at Ihs si^e of PondicWry. 
H« TMeirad a colonelcy in 17BB, In Odcber 1797, he embarked at Ma. 
dna mill hii nginent for Europe ; In December, when be arriTed nt Ae 
Ci^ of Good Hope, be wa* appointed Brigsdier-general, and placed on thai 
(ta^ in ommand of a brigade. June 18, 1798, he wa» appointed Msjoffene- 
ral, and returned to the MatTin India. In January 1799, he airired at Madraa, 
in command of two lefimenti of foot, togeth« with the dmfta of the SSdi dra- 
goona. May i, be camnianded the atonmag party at tliat diitingniihed action, the 
aaault of SeriofapatsiD ; when, in requital of bii brilliant aerricea, be waa pre- 
aented by the army, tlirou^ llie C4»nniander-in<liief, wiA the state aword of 
Tippoo Sultaun, and alao with a dretaaword from the field..officeii aerring under 
hia inuaediate command at Iba aaaaulL 

llw eminent meril of Brigadier^neral Baitd trai now fully knomi and 
adinawled|[ed by the goremment at home> He iraa therefore, in ISOO, ap- 
pointed to the conanaod of an expedition againit Bataria, but which wai after- 
nardi lent to ^ypt. He landed at Coaeir in June, irOBeed the deiert, and, 
embaridng on the Nile, deacended to Onuid Cairo ; nlienoe he lat out for Alex- 
andria, trhich be readied a few days betbro it niiTendered to General HutcluMm, 
Next year he led the Egyptian Indian army orerland to India, irhera he waa 
coneerned in varioua miNtary tranaaiiiona. Hia lerTicea, howarer, being aoon 
after lupefaaded by Sir Arthir Welleiley (afterwaida the illusbrioui protector of 
Europe), he tailed for Britain with hi* ttol^ March 1803, and after a tedioua 
foyag«, during which he was taken priioner by a Frendi priTateer, but after- 
waida retaken, be aniTcd in Engkuid in Norember. 

Sir Dnrid Baird waa received at the Britiah court witb great distinction. In 
Decei^ier, he reoaired tba royal permiHion to wear the Tmkiih order of the 
CreacenL la June, 1804, he received the boneur of knighthood; and on the 
1 8tfa of Augrnt following boeante a knight oompsnion of the Bath. With the 
ineroaaed rank of Lieotenantgencval, be commanded an expedjtjon which lailed 
in October 1906, fertile Cape of Good Hope. Landing there, January Q, 1606. 
he attackad and beat the Dutch army, and on the 1 8th receired the luirender 
of the colony. Being recalled, he arrired in Britain, April 1807, and wat 
ihii^ed Irom the colonelcy of the S4th, which he' had held for gome yean, to 
that of the aith, and placed on the foreign itafT under General Lord Cathcnrt 
He commanded a dinnon at the aiege of Copenhagen, where be waa twice 
•lightly wounded ; and returned with the army in Norember. 

After a sbt^t period of Mrrice in Ireland, Sir Dayid wiled in command of an 
armament of 10,000 men for Coiunna, wbere he arrived in Norember 1808, 
and fanned a junction with the army under General Sir John Mo<»e. He com- 
manded the tint dirision of that army, and in the battle of Corunna, January 
16, 1609, he kiat hia left arm. 

By tlw death of Sir John Moove in thia action. Sir Darid aucoeeded to the 
chief command, and bad the honour of communicating intelligence of the Tictoiy 
to goremment On thia occaaion, be receired for Qie fourth time in his life 
the thanka of pariiaiDent, and, April 13, waa oealed a baronet, with rery bon- 
oursble annorial bearing! alluaire to the tnunactioni of hia life. After thii 
period, he never again appeared in actiro aenice. In 1910, he married Hiaa 
Preaton Campbell, of Femtower and Lodilane, Perthahire, by mhom be left no 
iMne. In 1814, be waa promoted to the rank of General, and in 1819 became 
goremra- of Kiniale in iMland, and in 1637, of Fort George in the nordi of 
Scotland. Tbia brave veteran died at an advanced age, Auguat 19, 1839, at 
bia ««at of Ferntowar in Pertbiliira. Hia lady, who survived him till 1847, erected 
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a monument to hi* mamoiy ou tlitt top of a romantic hill, named, Tom-na- 
dtaiael, (I. e. the hUI of tb« cauJe,) in Ibe n«ighbouiliiN>d of Ferntower. 

BALCANQUEL, Walter, aiX an sniin«iit dlTine of the MrentModi MDticy, 
«ii the ton of the Iter. Walter Balcanque), nfao wu a mituMcF of Ediaburgfa foi 
foity-thne yean, and died in Auguct, 16 16. Dr Walter Bakanquel wa* born 
U HdinbuTgti. It hat been tuppoMd that he wat himMlf a nuniiter of Edin- 
burgh ; but probably the writer who makei tbii itiitanieiit only miitaket him for 
hit lather, vrho bore the tame name. Ua entered a bachelor of diiinity at Pem- 
broke H^ Oxford, ii'here, September Sth, IGU, he wa* admitted a ftthw. 
U« appean to hare enjoyed the patronage and friendship of King Jamee, and 
bit fint preferment wa« to be one of the royal chaplaim. In 1617, be became 
Matter of the Saroy in ihs Strand, London ; irhicli offioe, howerer, he Mon aAer 
reeigned in farour of Mark Antony de Dominii, aidibithop of Spalatro, y/bo 
canw t« England on account of religion, and becaoke a candidate for the king'i 
&Tour. In LG15, Dr Bakanquel wa* sent to the celelvated lyood of Dort, a« 
one of the repreientatiTee of the church of Scotland. He hai giren an account 
of a coniiderable part of the proceedingi of thij grand leligioui eounojl, in a 
MriM of letten to Sir Dudley Caileton, which are to be found in " llie Goldeu 
Oemaini of the exer memorable Mr John Hale* of Eaton, 4to. 1673." In 
1681, the Archbitbop of Spalatro hanng reaigned the mastenhip of the Saroy, 
Dr Balcanquel waa re-appoinled ; and on Ihe lath of March, 1631, being then 
doctor of dirinily, he waa inKalled Dean of Rocheater. George HerioL, at hii 
death, February 12th, 1634, ordained Dr. Balcanquel to be one of the three 
executor* of hii laR nill, and to take the principal charge of the eitabliihmeiit 
of hii hospital at Edinburgh. Probably, the experience which be had already 
acquired in the management of the Saroy Hoipital might be the chief cauM of 
hit being aelected for thia important duty. Heriot appointed Dr Balcanquel, by 
hij will, " to repair, mCh all the convenience he can, after my deceaae, to the town 
of Edinburgh," in order to conclude with the magiatratet about the bmineM of 
the hoqiital ; allowing him, for hia paina, in addition to the aiim of one hundred 
meika, which he enjoyed aa an ordinary executor, one hundred poundiaterling, 
payable hy two equal initahnenta — the Hrrt three month* aAer the deoeaae of (he- 
tetfator, and the aeoond at the completion of the hoapitaL 

Dr Balcanquel u entitled to no small commendation for the able manner in 
which he ditcharged thia great and oneroua mat The Stotutea, which, in lernu 
of the teatator'i will, were drawn up by him, ore dated 1637, and do great 
credit to hia isgacity and practical good lenae.' 

■ Thsf concluds wiLlithe following BdjuraUim (o the niagl«rata Hid ■■Jergy of EdlidHirgh, 
rho vera dulgiisd in oil Umecomliic to b» tlis managersof ihe faoaplUil ; apiccsofoom- 
paiition, calculaiad, irs ihould ihink,^y tta exlnonlinBrr ulemnity and {mpreBiTeiicH, tn 
biTc all the tOrxt atiicli ouUd be enpaeled, bam couiweuuE tbe ubligatiooi at me t ro il m wilb 
the uucIiODI of religion :— 

■And now, flnallr, 1, the unworthy (erjant of God, Wallpr Pnloiiiq««l,Uie rompoMr of 
awM Stalulea, do ojieraw and charge the mnicIenMaof you, Iba Lord ProvoU. Mafilalrai™, 
ud Miniilry, and Council of tbe dty of Edinburgh, and of all Ihoia who ahall be your luc- 
nBon, unto the aecond coming of tha Son of God, and thai by the bowels of our Lord 
Jeaus Cbrisl, who one day will come to judge iha quick and the dead, and take a particular 
account of evarr one of you, forthli pan! c ular iiewardship, where ivlih you nte truiled ; by 
the zeal and honour of our reformed religion, whicli by ihii pious work of the founder, la 
llluitralodandtiadlcated fromlhecalumniesof the ndvereariestouur holy profeasion, by that 
pious rMpcct which you. Ml fellow-ciiizen*. ought to carry to the piuui memory and last «-!ll 
if the r^tigioua founder, your woHhy oltian. George Henot. Aud, la.tly, for the daring 
•r your own wnsciKntra, and your own particular accounts in the great day of Ihe J-ord, let 

c^"lliem,''o^r 10 frustrate the pious Founder of his holy t'nieHllon, eitherby taklnifc direo- 
IrorlndlrMtly, from this hospfUil, anything which bo, in hia piety, hath deroted unto it, 
a by akulu( It, or bestowing it upon any other uw, thouj^ you ahull coucdre It to b« &r 
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Dr Balesnquel'i next appeanutce in ths public concern* of hli natire country, 
waa of » ka happy chamctor. In 1G3S, when Charks L MUt down the BW- 
(juia of Hamilton to Scotland, to treat with the Corenanten, the Dean of Roches. 
ter aceranpanied his grace in the capadly of chaplain. What was hit oiOemal 
behaviour on tliu occasion, we do not know ; but it was afterwards sumused by 
the Corenanton, that lie had been deputed by Ardibishop Loud, as a spy, at 
once upon the Marquis, who wai suspected of inoderntion, and the people with 
whom he was dealing. It is assarted by Sir James Balfour, in hii " Memorialls 
of State," that Dr Balcanquel also commjnicated intelligence of all that happened 
in Scotland, t« Sjgnor George Con, t^e Pope's legate, " as some of his inter- 
cepted letters con beare recorde." Early in the ensuing year, was published an 
Rpologetical narrative of the court-proceedings, under the title of " His Majes- 
ties Large Declaration, concerning the Late Tumulti in Scotland," which, by 
unirersol and apparently uncontradicted report, was ascribed to the pen of Vhr 
BalconqueL While this work was received by the friends of the king as a 
triumphant rindicotion of his attempts upon the purity of the Scot^sh diurdi, 
il only excited new indignation in tha minds of the outraged people, who soon 
after appeared in irm* at Dunse law, to defend their religious freedom with the 
•woid. On the 14th of May, IG3U, at the very time when the armies wen 
about to meet on the bwders, Dr Balcanquel, apparently in requital of hit exei^ 
tioui, was installed Dean of Duriiam. He bod noir rendered himself a marked 
man to the Scottish presbyterions, and accordingly his name is irequently alluded 
to in their publications as an " inceTuUaiy." Under this character he was 
denounced by the Scottish estates, July 39, IQll, along with the Earl of 'fraquajr. 
Sir John Hay, Cleric Roister, Sir Robert Spot^nvoode, and Maxwell, Bishop 
of Ron, all of whom were regarded aa the principal causes of the war between 
the king and hi* people. In the Canterhucian's Self-ConTiction, a pamphlet 
'a 1641, by die fier. Robert Boillie, against Archbishop Laud, he is 
spoken of in a style of such asperity, as might have tmniinced him that, in the 
erant of a complete triumph of the presbylerlan paity, he would shore in the 
proceeding! wbich were now directed agsinit that unhappy prelate. Accordingly, 
the Tery next year, wlien the king could no longer protect his poitiions, Dr 
Balcanquel was forced from his mastership of the Savoy, plundered, sequestered, 
and obliged to fly from London. Repairing to Oxford, he attached himself to 
the precarious fortunes of his sovereign, and for several years afterwards, had t« 
<hift about frvm place to place, wherever he could &id security for his life. 
At length, having taken refuge in Chirk Castle, Denbighshire, he died there 
in a very cold season, on Christmas day, 1045. He was buried next day in 
the parish church of Chirk, where some yean after a splendid monument was 
erected to his memmy by a neighbouring royalist. Sir Thomas Middleton of 
Chirk Castle. 

BALFOUR, A:.Ki*inwR, an esteemed miscellaneous writer, was lM>m March 
Ist, 1767, in the pariah of Monikie,' Forfarshire. His parents l>elonged to the 

more pious or profllable: or to go HbMi lo a]ler any of thew Slstutes and {]rdln:mcei, 
iiflar tliey shall b« once delivored up unto you, compleUly Bubacribed and sealed, aa you will 
I, ill tfieday of the Lord Jisus: tDHhom. 



I bolngfuliy sssursd of rour goodly Rnre andzealou) oonirience In Ihaie particulars) with hi! 
Pathsr, and the Holy Ghost, three Persons, but one undivided Essence of the Godhead.aa 
for all olher their blessing, ao In particular for Ibe great charity of this moil pious and re- 
liglouit rounder, be ascribed, u is most due. all praise, honour, and glory, from age to age. 

It h alleged, by traditionary report, thot the taste of Dr Balcanqud is conspicuous in the 
■xtemal aivhlleciure of Horiol'a Hospital. He la said, in particular, to have directed that 
anonulaus contiBria» of ornaments which li ubseried In Ihe windoin of the building; a 
blemish, Itoiravar. affecting only the details, and not the general eSect of Ihs building. 
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liumbltr rural clui. Hii eduution wm very liiqitcd, and he wti •ppTEtitierd at an 
carlj igB to a wearer. Hii firat attempti at compoution were mada when be wai 
twelve yean of age. At a lomewbat maturer age h« eontribtitcd Term toancwiptpar 
named the "Britiib Chronicle," to Dr Anderaon'* "Bee," and to asTeral prorincial 
miicellaniM. At twentf -tix he becane clerk to a manubeturing houte in Arbro«th, 
end married in the following year. From the Arbroath eetabli^ment, in wfaieb be 
bad for aeTeral yeara been a partner, he ramoTed, in 1814, to Trottick near Dubdee, 
whfre he formed a eonnaction with a branch of an eitenure London houie. In the 
tuiuing jrear, ao memorable for calamity in the commercial world, the bonie in which 
he bad embarked hii fortune wai loddenly involved in bankruptcy. Till lome better 
employment ihould occur to him, Balfour reaortcd to tba pen, wbieh had never been 
altogelbar laid aaida in bia boiieat and moit proiperou* daya, and, in 1819, he produced 
a novel cntitJed, " Campbell, or the Scottiib Probationer," wbieh vra* received by 
the public in a favourable manner. While the work woa in progreu, he accepted 
of a dependent aituation at Balgonie in Fife, the emolument! of which were barely 
tuBeient to maintain a family conBitiDg of a wife, two lont. and three diugbteri. 
Ee wai at length induced to remove to Edinburgh, where, in 1818, he obtained 
employment ai a clerk from Mr Blackwood the publiiher. Bii health luHered from 
eonitant confinement to the deik, and in June, 1819, be wai obliged to reliniiuiib 
hii employment by a threatened attack of paralyii*. For ten yean afUr the month 
of October, he wai unable to let bi> foot upon tbe ground, and ipent bii dayi in a 
wheel-chair. Ee wu, neverthelew, enabled to devote himielf, with unimpaired 
energy, to literary labour. He edited, in 1819, the poetical worki of bii deceaied 
friend, Richard Oall, adding a biographical preface ; and contributed varioui artielei 
of merit, coniiiting of lalea, aketchei, and poemi, dcecriptive of Scottiih rural life, 
to Conitable'i Edinburgh Magatitu, of which be continued one of the chief literary 
lupporteri till it* doie, in 1826. In thii magaiine appeared the poetical aetiea, 
entitled, " Characten omitted in Crmbbe'i Pariih Begiiter," which wai afCerwardi 
publiihed ill a leparate volume. In 1820. be puliliihed a volume, under the title at 
*' Contemplation, and other Poemi." In 1823 he began to contribute oovel* to tba 
u-called Minerva Preu, his Grit work being, " The Foundling of Gleotbom, or tbe 
Smuggler*! Cave," a tale in three Tolumei. Amidit tbe pangi of hi* diaorder, Ur. 
Balfour continued to enjoy tucb good general beallb, that he ii aaid to have not 
been abient from hii family breakfait-table more than twelve timea during the long 
period often yean. Ha ilept regularly, and generally wai able tolpcnd twelve et 
fourteen bouri each day in itudy and compoiitioB. Hi* eyeaigbt wai m good, and 
liii intellectual poweri eontiiiued ai vigoroui u at any peried of hii life ; bat hii 
feeling! were Durbidly Beniitive, and he bad litlle command over their expreiaioa. 
In the year 1821, through tbe intervention, it ia believed, of Mr. Joaepb Hume, M.F., 
who preiented a number of Mr Balfour'i worki to the premier. Hr Canning, a treaaury 
donation of one hundred poundi wai obtained for this unfortunate ion of genint. 

The lateit coniiderable work of Mr Balfour wai a novel, entitled, " Highland 
Mary," in fonr volume*. It ii written with great limplicity and taitc, and. ai a 
story, i* replete with a monrnrul patboi. He continued to the lait to contribute to 
the periodical worki of tbe day. 

He enjoyed hia umal health, till tbe Itt of September, 1839, iriien an lUnei* 
commenced that hurried bim to the grave. For lome deyi previoui to hia death, 
be wu deprived of ipeech, and communicated with hii fiiendi by meani of aii 
alphabet which he had occaiionally uied before. He died, September 12tb, 1829, 
in the lixty-tbird year of hii age. A memoir of Balfour wai written by tbe late 
Mr Moir, of Muuelburgh (" Delta "), and prefixed to a poatbunMiui volume of hia 
remaina. publiihed under tbe title of Wtedt and WiWotaeri. 
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BALFOUR, 0i^ taamxw. But. M.D. who fint introduced the dinection of the 
hmsBii body into Scotland, uid that ot a tery tupentidoui period ; who pro- 
jected iba fint botpital in the country, fiH" the velief of difeaae and pomrty at 
the public oxpeuM ; who wu the fbuitder or the botanic gHden at Gidinbui|;h, 
and ^OMrt the tatker of the KJeone in Scotland; who planned the royal 
college of phyndana at Edinburgh ; and bequeathed to the public a mueeiim, 
irtiich at th^ lime irould hare been an ornament to any unireriity, or any me- 
tittpolii, — was the GfUi and youngeat ion of Sir Midiasl Balfour of Denmilne in 
Kiffl, and was bom at that place on the 18th of January, 1G30. He [mwecuted 
bit ftudies in the uniiertity of St Andrewa, wbere he took hii degree of A. M. 
At thi* period hit education was luperintended by hii brother Sir Jams* Balfour, 
the famoiu antiquary, and lion kinf^ at anoa to Charles L, who ma about thirty 
ye«n older than h[mHlf. At college he Snt diacorered hia attadiment to botany, 
which in him i« said to haro led to the Audy of phytic, instead of being, Bt it 
generally ia, a handmud to that art Quitting the unirenity about the year 
1690, bs remored to London, when hii medical itudiei ware diiefly directed by 
ibe oelelvated Harrey, by Sir Tbeclore Mayeme, the diatinguisbed pbysidan irf 
king Jamei 1., and variout other eminent practitioneri. He afterwardj trarelled 
to Bloit in France, and remained there for Mme time, to lee the botanic garden 
trftbe Duke irf Orleans, which «a* then the beit in Europe, and waa kept by hii 
countryman Dr H<mion. Here he contracted a warm Mendihip ibr that great 
botaoljt, which continued unimpaired while they lired. Prom Bltaa be weal 
to Faria, where, for a long time, he proeecuted bi« medical itudiei with great 
ardour. He completed hia education at the unireraity of Caen, from whjdi be 
received the degreei of bachelor and doctor of phytic, on the 30th of September, 
1661. 

RetDTDlng to London toon atlerwanla, !>: Balfour waa introduced to Cfaarlet 
IL, who named him aa the most proper peieon to attend the young earl of Ra- 
cheMer on hia continental tnrela. Mux an absence of four yean, he returned 
with bis pupi) in 1667. During their tour he endeavoured, and at that time 
not without aome appearance of Buooe■^ to recall that abandoned young noble- 
man to the paths of <rirtue, and to inspire him with the lore of learning. Ro- 
chester himself often aduiowledged, and to Bishop Burnet, in particular, onlj 
Uiree days before hia death, how muc^ he was bound to lore and honour Dr Bal 
four, to whtHn, next to hU parenta, he thought be owed more than to all the world. 

On returning to his native country, Balfour settled at St Andrewi aa a phyai- 
eisn. " He brought with him," sayi Dr Walker, in his Essays on Natural His- 
tory, " the best library, especially in medicine uid natural history, that had till 
then appeared in Scotland ; and not only these, but a perfect knowledge of the 
languages in wbifli they were written ; likewise many unpublished manuscripts 
of leaned men, a seriee of antique medab, modern medallions, and pictures and 
bwts, to fbrm the painter and the ardiit^ct ; the remarkablo aims, reKmenIa, and 
omameDts of foreign countries ; numerous mathematical, phileaophical, and sur- 
gical instruments, wUdi be not only possessed, but oied ; with operaUons in sur- 
gery, till then unknown in tbis country ; a complete cabinet wi^ all the nntplea 
of the materia medica, and new compositions in pbaimacy ; and large collections 
of tbe fosuli, plautt, and iniMala, not only of the fiweign countries he trovened, 
but of the most distant paita irf' the worid," 

Dr Balfour^ merit was too conspicuous to suffer him to remain long at St Ad- 
drvin. In tbe year 1670, he removed to Edinburgh, where he immeiliBtely 
came into great practice. Here, among other improvements, lie prosecuted the 
nanu&cture of paper, and was the means of introducing that valuable art into 
the Goontry — though for many years it remained In a state of ooR^lete, or nearly 
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cna>plet« dormaiicy; the p«ople d«riTing itationuy anicl«* of all kin^ Ihini 
HoUiind. Adjoioing (o hii houi«, he had a tmall botanic gardsn, which bt Car- 
n!ihed by the wedi he reoeiTed from bU foreign oomspoDdenu j and in thb 
garden be niised many plant* which were then tint introduced into Scotland. 
One of his fellow-labom^n in thii department wai Patrick Munay of Liringilon, 
iriiom he had initiated into the ttudy of natural hi*tory. Thii young gentleman, 
who enjoyed an ample fortune, formed at hii leat in the country a botanic gar- 
den, containing one thouund ipeciei of planti, which at that period wai a very 
large collection. He tntFened the whole of France in que*t of the planta or 
that country ; and od hii way to Italy, he prematuiely died of a ferer. Soon 
after hii death, Dr Balfour transferred hii collection from Liringiton to Edin- 
burgh ; and with it, joined to hii own, he bad the merit of laying the foundatioQ 
of the public botanic garden. The neeenary expense of this new institution 
was at first defrayed by Ur Balfour, Sir Robert Sibbald, and the Faculty of Ad- 
Tocates. But at length the city allotted a piece of ground near Trinity CoU^e 
Church for a public garden, and out of the levenuei of the unireirity, allowed a 
certain sum for its support. As the first keeper of this garden, Dr Balfour 
•elected Mr Jamee Sutherland; who, in 1684, published a work, antitled, Hor- 
tut Edittbargeruit. [See SaTsEnuim.] The new institution soon became con- 
siderable : plant* and seeds were sent IromMoriion at Oxford, Watts at London, 
Harchant at Paris, Herman at Leyden, and Spottiiwood at Tangier. FVom the 
last were received many African plants, which flourished in this country. 

Such eflorts as these, by a natire Scotsman, oocumng at a time when the at- 
tention of the country seemi to hare been almost esdurirely derotod to contend- 
ing systems of churdi-goremment, are truly grateful in the fwntemplation. It 
ii only to be lamented, that the spirit which presided orer them, was prematme 
in its appcaranrs i it found no pniat field to act upon, and it was loon forgotten 
in the prevailing diitrsction of the public mind. EJr Andrew Balfour was the 
morning'Star of science in Scotland, but he might almost be said to have set be> 
fore the approach of day. 

He wa« created o baronet by Charles II., which aeems to indicate that, like 
moat men of literary and scientific character in that age, he maintained a senti- 
ment of loyalty to the exitting dynasty and goremment, which was fait decaying 
from the public mind at large. His interest with the ministry, and with the 
nuinicipaUty of Edinburgh, seems to hare always been coniiderable, and wai uni- 
formly exerted fbr the public good, and for the encouragement of merit. 

Upon hi* settlement in Edinburgh, he had found the medical art taught in a 
very loose and irregular manner. In order to place it on a more reapectable 
footing, he planned, with Sir Robert Sibbald, tile royal college of physiciani ; 
and of that respectable Mciety hi* brethren elected him the fint preiidenL 
When the college undertook the publication of a Pharmaeopaia, the whole ar- 
rangement of the materia medica vras committed to his particular care. For 
lucfa a tAik he was eminently qualified by h!i skill in natural history. This peiw 
formance made iti appearance in IGt^S ; and, in the opinion of Dr CuUen, it is 
superior to any Pharmaeopmia of thai era. 

Not long before his deceaie, hii desire to promote the science of medicine in 
hia natire counljy, joined to the unirenol humanity of hii diaposition, led him 
to project the founda^on of an hospital in Edinburgh. The institution was at 
fint narrow and confined, but it lurrired to be expanded into full shape, as the 
royal Infirmary, under the cnre of George Drummond. Sir Andrew died 
in 16D4, ID the sixty-fourth year of his age, after a serere conflict with the 
gout and other painful disorders ; which aflbnled him an opportunity of display- 
ing upon the approach of death, those rirtuei and that equanimity, which hod 
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rtirtinfTiiAni him immg hie lif«. His penon, lik« bia mlDd and osniMn, mt 
•lagMit. He was pomtmei of a bandMme fiytn* with a plsann; uti aiyi'tuan 
enUBl—nf; f>f agncaiiil «locinloa; aad, by hia nataral ditpcMtion, aiiMtl m 
lua ]oDg inlartmna with IIm higher nnka in •oeietf, of • moat courteoua and 
A print of him NM execntod at Paria ; but no copy U known 

a weM Iha OBxioui rtaub of fburtMB yMM of mmUfaig, 



and betwoon twaaity and Ihiity « 



Htdaa 



Fortbeirai 



tioD, b« had built an addilii» to hia bouaa wlien ha had nendy vfimd a( hia ftaik 
tiothyear; but aftor tho building tnw ooo^otod, he bMod hinaelf ao infitm ■* 
t« b« unable to placo them in that <>rder which be intended. AiW hia death, 
hia library, ronaiating of about threo tbeuaand rolunMa, beaidM aumuMaiptt, waa 
aold, we fuppOM, by poblic auction. There ia a printed catalogue Kill extant. 
Hia nuaeum wa* depoaited in (be hall which waa, tUl 1839, occupied bi the mi. 
Teruty library. Th«i« it remained many jeari, uaelen aa^ ne^eeted ; some 
parta of it falling to iooritaUe decay, aod other porta being abatt«Gted. " Yet, 
areo after ITSO," aaya Dr Wallier, "it (till oonUnued a oonaiderable eoUectioii, 
which I hare good reaeon to nnamber, aa it waa the aig^ of it, about that time, 
that fint iDBpired ^ with an attaduaent to natuial hittory. Seca after that 
period," to punue a narratirq to de^y di^raeeful to the i^ and the inatilH- 
lion referred to, " it wa* dialodged fnm the hall whra« it bad been long kept ; 
waa thrown aside, and e:^csed aa lumber ; waa further and fintha' dilapidated, 
and at length almost completely demoliriked. In the year 178S, out of its ruin 
and rubbiah 1 extracted many piecea Mill raluable and uiefu], and placed then 
hen in the beat order I oeuld. Tbeae. I b(^, may remain long, and be oonsi. 
dered a* so many precious reticsof oaeef the best nad greatest mni this coun^ 
haa produced." 

From the account that haa been giren of Sir Andnw BaUav, every petsoa 
eontenant in natmal history or medicine mud rogiet that ha nerer appealed aa 
nn author. To hia Griend, Mr Mutray of Linu^Non, he addreased a leriea <rf 
faDnlisr letters, for the dirMtion of his rsscarcbcs whiU abroad. Tbete letters, 
rorming the only literary rsUes of Balfour, wcrs inbaequeatly puUiabed ^ hia ion, 
in tbe year ItOO. 

BALFOUB, <^) James, an enunent lawyer and public character of the sixteenth 
cenuBy, waaaaon (rf BaUbur <rf MooqubaJnny, Id Fiie,a>wyaiidentfhmUy. In 
youth, bung designed for the church, he made ooasiderable proficiency, not only 
in ordinary literature, but in the study of dirioiCy and law j wUdi 
noG«Hary in those ^mes for an eodesiastic^ on aooonnt ot the mi 
which Che agt admitted to be assumad by such .indiiiduals. Bulfoyr, while stiU 
■ young man. was so unCortanste as to join with tbc eoupiraton wbo, after aiSM 
sinating Cardinat Beatoii, held out tbe castle of St. Audrews agaiust the gorenior 
Arran. He teems, however, not to bsra bean s very cordial partisan of tbe con- 
spirators. Jobn Knox, in hia own rigoroua and pIaia.apokeB manner, styled him tbe 
Blaiphmninu Ba'/etir, on account of bis hsTing refused to communirats slong with 
bis reforming associates. Baltbor shared the late of bis eompaniuns in being 
sent to tbc Frendi galleys* snd was conflned in the same vessel along with Enoi, 
from which he escaped in IBBO, along with the rest, by tbe tacit permistlan of the 
French geveiDment. 

■ The bOowinc nntcdots of Balftmr in cannexhm witfa Kmn fi nlaled by Dr M'Cria. 
"ThegaOtyaivtiiniedleSciidaadhisrainwrlUB, aintaraalcsncoIlMrLiuid conlinuxl 
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Balfoar iteini to hsTs anerirardi joined in tbe proeeedingi of the Befbmien, 
but only with caurtier-lika temperance, and witbont exbibiting much leal in tb« 
Fiatwtwit eauea. He wie praferred to the ccdeilMtical app<rintinent of oBdal ol 
Lothian, and aflarwardi became raotor of Fliek, ■ pariah in hie native eonstjr. 
In 1S6S. he i*ai appointed b7 Queen Uarj t« b« • Lord of S«ttimi, the court then 
being eompoaed partljr of dmrcbmen, tmd partly of laiet. In lOM, when the 
Commiuarj court waa initituted in place of the ecderiMtical tribunal, which bad 
baen diieolTed at the Refbnnaticai. Balfour became one of the ftnir commitiariet, 
with a aalarj of foor hnndred merki, while the others had mi\j three hundred. In 
July, 156f, the Queen titended the further ftrour of admitting him Into her prlTj 
eoundL 

Balfour waa on« of tboae t«maU of the atatA, who, bein|; adranoed rather on 
aooount of merit dian birth, uaed at all timei to fire great offbnce to the ScotUtU 
nobility. It eaema to hare nanr been auppoeed by tiiii hau^ty cUia, that there 
wai the leait oeosMity for ing«nioui or blthful aerrioe in the oSlciali employed 
by majflrty ; hiith and fatlotaing were the ooly quallflcstloa* allomd by them 
t« be of any nlue. Aeoordingly, it i> not wirpriiiog to find that the ume conspi- 
racy which orerthrew the "klnleaa" adrenturer Riauo, contemplated the dettruc- 
tion of Balfour. He wa* ao fortunate, heweier, a« to eacqie, aod aren deriTsd 
■oma adrantage from the erent, being promoted to Ibe office of dnic'ngifter, in 
room of Mr Jamea Maogill, who wa* oonoemed in the conapiracy. He waa alio 
about ihii time made a knight, and appointed to be one of the conuniadonen 
ioT reriaiog, correcting, and pnbliihiDg the andent Inwa and ftatnte* of the 
kingdom. 

Id the beginning of the year ISS7, Sir Jamei BaUbnr waa appointed goror^ 
nor of Edinburgh oaatle. In thia impcotant lituation, he naturally tiecame an 
object of great solicitude to the oonfodnata lords, who, in the ensuing May, com- 
menced a Bucoeaafiil rebellion against Qneen Mary. It would appear that Sir 
James was not now more loyal than many other persona who had experienced 
the £tTOUr of Mary. He is said to have even been the niean* of throwing into 
the hands of the oonfaderates that celebrated box of letters, upon which they en- 
deavoured to ground the proof of her guilt There can be no doubt that be 
was at this time in the way of receiving high favours troita the Earl of Murray, 
irito was the chief man opposed to the dethroned qoeen. He was, In September, 
1SG7, admitted by Murray a lord of his priry council, and made ooounendatCMr 
of the priory of Pittenweem ; and in December, a bargain was accomplished, by 
whidi he agreed to accept a pension of L.509 and the presidency of the Court 
of Session, in lieu of the clerk-^'egistry, whii^ Murray wiahed to be restored to 
hi* friend Mat^lL Sir James continued futhful to the party whidi opposed 
Queen Mary, till the death of Murray, January, 1569-70, when he was in boup 
measure compelled to revert to the Queen's side, on account of a charge prefer 
red against him by the sucoeeding Regent, Lennoi; who taxed him with a share 
in the murder of Dsmley. For this accuantion no proof was ever adduced, but 

lude of m§nd rBmaincd ungubduad, and he ramfurtiid his Mlaw-pritanen wilh hapss of nt. 
lease. Ta their aniioui deaponding inquiries, natural lo nun in their situation, 'If be 
thought they would ever obialii ibelr liberty,' h!« unEfgrm answer was, ' God will deliver us 
lo his glory, even in this life.' While they lay on the coul between Dundee and St An- 
drews, Mr (afterward) Sir) James Balfour, "bo was ccmfinKi In the ume ihfp, desiivd bin 
to look W the land and see if he knew it Though al that tinu very sick, be replied, 'Yesi 
1 know it well, for i tee the neeple of that place where God lint opened my mputh In pub- 
liclo hia gloiy; and 1 am fully pertuaded, how weak never J now appear, that 1 ahall not 
depart ttafs life tlU that my tongue ihall glorify hli podlv iiams In the same plan.* 'nie 
striking reply Sir Jimn repealed in the priMiio of many wknenei, ■ number of vean 
liefote Knoi relumed to Scotland, and irbcir there waiiery Utile prcaiMci of bii wurds be- 
ing vartfiMl." Lift (/ Kna, lif nia. p. bS. 
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eTCD •Uowing Sir JamM to faaie bean guilty, it will only add another to tli« 
Urt of gvMt men ooncamed in tha tianiaction, and thow the more elearly bon 
ueither leaming , nnk, ofDcial dignity, nor any other ennobling qualification, 
pnrenled a man in tboae dayi tetxa Moining hi* hand* with blood. Balfour 
outliTod Lennox, and wh aarrioeablB in bringinj^ about the pacilieation between 
the King** and Queen'i paity, under Morion, in 1 57 3. He would appear to bare 
bean encouraged by Morton in tha taak of rariiing the lawi of the country, whiuh 
ho at length completed in ■ ityle allowed at that tim» to be moit nuuterly. Mor- 
ton afterwards thought proper to r«Tiv« tbe charge bruugbt by Lennox againrt 
8ur Jamea, who wai coniequently obliged to retire to France, when be lired for 
tome year*. He returned in ISSO, and nranged tbe penecution of Morton, 
by producing againit lijm, on hii trial, a dead to whidi be had acceded, in com- 
mon with othen of the ScutUiib nobility, alleging Bothwell^ innocence of the 
King'! murder, and recommending him to the Queen aa a huaband. Sir Jamet 
died before tha I4th of January, 15B3-4, 

Tbe FrscUcfci of Scota Law, compiled by Sir Jamea Balfour of Fittendraich 
preiidant of the Court of Seiuon, continued to be med and cooiulted in manu 
•cript, both by ttudenta and prscUtionen, till nearly a century after hia deceai« 
when it wai for the fint time aupplanted by the Inititutea of Lord Stair. Etoii 
after that event, it wai held aa a curioui repertory of the old practicea of Seotlitta 
law, beaidei fiilfilling Mctaln uki not auiwered by the work of Lord Stair. 
wai therefore printed in 1754, by tbe Ruddimani, along with an accurate bio- 
graphical pre&ce bj 'Walter Ooodal. Tbe work wai of cooiiderable fcrTiee 
(o Dr Jamieaon in Ui Dictionary of the Soottiih language. 

BALFOUR, (Sm} 3utt», an eminent antiquary, herald, and annaliit, * 
horn about the doM of the lixteenth century. He wai tbe eldeit ionof aamall 
Fife Iwrd, Michael Balfour of Denmylne, who derirad hii deicent from Jamea, 
ion of Sir John Balfour of Balgarry, a cadet' of iba andent and honourable 
houae of Balfour of Balfour in Fife. Jamea Balfour, tbe aoceMor of Sir 
Blidiael, had obtained tha eriols of Denmylne from James H., in tbe four- 
teenth year of hia reign, which correipondi with 1450-1. Michael Balibur, the 
fhtber of Sir Jamas, and alao of Sir Andrew, wboia life hai been already com- 
memonted, was, in tha words nf Sir Robert Sibbald, " equally distinguiihad for 
military brBTsry and lanl prudence." He bore tha honourable office of Cam[H 
troUer of the Scoltiih Household, in tbe reign of Chaiies I., and In 1S30 waa 
knighted, at Holyrood houw, by George, Viscount Diipplin, Chancellor of Soot- 
land, under hi* Majesty'i special wamnt Hiii eminent personage was, by 
Jean Dtufaam, dau^itar of James Durham of Pitkerrow, the father of fire ■ 
all of whom attained to distlueUon in puUic life, beudei nine daughter*, who 
all formed honourable alliances, except two, who died unmarried. He lired U 
aee three hundred of hii own dewendants ; a number wfaidi hii youngest ion. 
Sir Andrew, lived to see doubled. 

Sir Michael Balfour gare his eldert son on educadon suitable to the extended 
I oaparity which ha displayed in his eaiiieit yean. This educaticm, of iriiich the 
fraiU ore apparent in his tasto and writings, was accompanied by a thorough 
I initiation into the duties of reUgion, ai ^n profaaed on a presbyterian 
model The genius of the future antiquary was Sitt exhibited In a turn for 
poetry, which was a ikrourito Kudy ammg tbe acholan of that period, aren 
wbwa (here was no puticular aptitude to excel in its composition, but for itrhioh 

1 Tbla biuuh was ennoUed <n lOOT, in tha pemn of Mlohael Balfour of B 
hBTing ierred King Jamai In sanral emliuiiBi to the prindpal courls of 
craatad Lotd Balfoir of BurMgli, Tbli pearijs was attaint" ' ' - 
o*m of id occnpant in the dill mr of 1715. 
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Sir JamM Balfiiw sppeH* to have had a genuiM (art«^ Hk jmeMik fNAoMMsf 
in TonificUiaii i* dxu alluded to bjr th* poet L«o(h, or L»ochww, in bit &r«M, 
puUidwd in 16SS, ofwbidi Uiat ealitled Jam* u dedkalsd G«MrMO Jwmi 
Jaaobo Baifonrio Suteardio : 



FuUua DoMra tn at lu caku iMa BriUnnoi 

£t mdWa maa, li qnid qiuat nh, Pu^i. 
It i^paan dial Bnlfbur, wba eultiTated Scottiih t 
fiilly tramlated Leodi'i Latin poem, sntitkd, Panthea, into tliat Ayta of *«ne ; 
tberafbra tlw I«tinirt Ktjt — 

Namque ut pulchn ntts, minui eat men Panlbra a 

Quum non pulcbra minui, at lua caita BUgls. 

Sir Boboit Sibbald infomu ut Uut be had teen a toIudm aontainini; I^n and 
Scottiih po«nu bf Sir Jantet Balfour. H'bicfa, howcTer, ii now kat. In ita 
abience, the tatto at leatt of tlw youthful antiquary Tor poetical object! of con- 
templation, ii evinced by the fbllonitig letter, extracted from a tranHribed col- 
lection of hii epiitlei in the Adfocatei' Ubruy at Ediabuigfa. It ii addretwd 
to Lord Eli^ but hai no date. 
My Loan, 

Ye laka of my hnalth and qnhat I am t^wuta. I make a retomB, by tbat rUl 
iMCirlng from tbe ocean of your love, that I am auw taken wHh the plemr of (he 
SeldM, and delyg'ht als much in my reteircd ijuieCiiea flom out of the city, ■!■ yonr 
lerdsbip doet to find a diag giAag cole at Cameron,' for ai that pi 

na richee, so does this to me healthfiil houres, and bountUnl recreations with the 

ae*, quhen as I often feid my elye) -with the fruitful naery of my n 
mach r^oyaing that with healthful pro^mrity, you thould remember yonr poorest 

ndes. Onley let me pleid for my bypatt silence, Mnce I have nothing to wrestt 
b«t fbolriea, wfaldi I preiume to be bot hanh muslcke for so wyte and welll tuned 

sa. Howsoever, quhen you are moat idle, will ye be bot pleased to overiook this 
paper, in which, without aney mentall reaervatlone, I subscribe myaelve, my lord. 
Yam to : most fUtliful servant. 

BalfiHir alio appean, at an aariy period of his life, to have oiltivatod the 
aodely of William Dnunmond of Hawthtonden, then by tar the higbeat poetical 
name in Scotland. Probably, ai none of hit own pieces hare eacaped to potte- 
rity, they were such as to render their kei do matler of regret : be mutt, tiowerei 
bare poas c ai n d the tort of qualiQcation wUch we have elieirtiere' dMignatad t 
passive or n^aUve poetry, that is, a keen perception and relish of th« compo 
aitioni of others, though periutps dealitule of the actire power of creating good 
poetry himselE Thit seems to be evidenced by the following lettan to Drum 
oioDd, which breathe strongly of tbat ardent a^ection, whii^ we are ^ to en- 
tertain towards distinguished literary pecMtiagea wboae writinfS bate made ■ 
deep impreadon upon our mindh 

" To HAWTHoaHDEH, 

Sir,— Tbat love I beeie yon hath mened me, iritb tbii fmSag bearir, to vreltl 
Ne few lynee, content thus In haiat to salm yon, hi ddng quhereof, aUho t fbllll 
theoOceof a&iad, nevaithelea levedinee tbecoDttaneey of myaffecdoo. Yon 
may tberfbre retnnie something to rdd : and, if neceolty urge, fanltat my brevity : 

' A aal fiild It CanurOD, <ii Fifs. * Sea Life of (laoi^ Banna^^iMh 
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ahho I be bewHched wtt O* ae e tm m at ji)Br pieco, jct, fadki^ bair In oaf Mtve 
CMisdBi«,iash«hanU7b«baUl*ennft4UhoUdMltttif ;mi; taovNerw, I wUl 
be joan qnhlll I «■ * Ja : BALJonk." 

" To THE BAMX, 

"SEr, — YoDdnTTcnf meqnhollihdtti, ImuteoBbn • irmboU of oar In t rtrert 
affectioiu. Bot I, consdoiu of mj own imbedlItT, raAer prarti a Laconlclc. No 
woonder altbo my Tun« be atopt, dnce tUi longe trme toq bKre not lanced it, ■Rfapr 
vitb the reiding of lome of tout pieces, or irltli so mndk m with ■ tyne of your haod. 
Whence, then. Is it tbat joa tbonld beMme nteli ft Dsmer to'Um that hag notico 
wkajg-aneylearnldannQitjof foa Touritairie Urania, m the wbigs of a 111011; 
wind. See* by tu. In erer; onet handea : qnberfor, I Inticld too, -wold 70D bave me 
depiiredof it? Hare 700 thought ne dead to the Muses, that ^ther J eonld not 
Jadje of 1^ or w dull thai J could not pniselt. In so doinjf, jov hare d l n^; a ttanch 
from mj genius, and daily coDTecsaUane. Neveitteless, hi deqrig-ht of your Into^ 
dictiooe, I hara gained a dgbt of ft. I wold emodll my tfaaii|^ta with silence. I 
wold be revenged, if the admlcatiasie of yoor writUnga did sot birte tffi sense of 
InJDTT ; and though jou scatter abr«ad your ^eeca (yet cesae not to lore me,) I m11 
enjoy them, though by the bounUflill hand of ane oths, Faire ye weiH," 

The poetical tcs^aiamant of Sir Jaaiea, aod tbs oourtly ^ace whidi gentnllr 
I^ and «T«r ttOf^ to be the accompaniment of that diaracter, is further ibowa 
in Ifae foUowii^ upale to a lady, whidi we auuider a rary ekgsnt spedinen of 
tha Fj^liih ptoae of the age of Cludea L, and, indeed, singidariy so, when the 
Bativa country of the writer ia conaidaed :— 
" To a Last fob a F^mrv, 
« Hadam,— Yob must sfipaidDna m» tt aftar tJw reannhdnf of nqr beat l<i«« t* 
yon, 1 should render you hajrtly thviki far j<our sAsottaae, slaee f-nAw as* tkt best 
kwowwi blowawnee of the bwtea ifaoagert Uu ajiae. I nema, far ar I"M, doidtit of 
yarn- afleetioDe, hot pcmnaAt vyseh* Oac so goad a friafsi ceidd ne*«r pwra 
aneoastaat, mi ^the the Ureal ^ea m^ hsn« some ■B s» r owAadowtag^ yet I 
pennade myaelve that Otese ineeld* not &eB hMweaiy tWigaa, hot btn lapers 
asMig from fadow, bmI tteagk Abj br a tyme evUe [lact] Ike tmra heat, yet make 
Ibar that bMt hi the aid to be mm powecfnll. I h^ yanr frlenla saU ha** all 
the cantcntDMint that layes in my power to gif them: Aad,siBC« Maliea Itaelva aa 
notJadgeofyoabatiwUle, 1 wisdi that tyme Make yenr rfhtllM ab OMSiant, aa 
ny haite sail arer pnnre, and rsaaiM loy^ ; and lest I aelme to wctrey yaa nora 
thaa aayselT^ag^B ImaSb^pardonaiaraUny aTeirf^t>(if yon thlakef anay) 
wich will be a lara psfecttaM of goadaeai la y«M to liaff* ^wly, tmi turn a^ 
slantly him quhicese greatest hmphiei nnder hearen ft alwi^ to Ic^ and da 

" Vow trewly affectlaoM acmaL" 
It some of the year* stAaeqiient to 1 6S6 in fbreign 
s aaid to ha** in^rarad hjasislf xaudt by ohserrisg the wnn 
DOS of natiooi more polished than that to whidi ha himaelf h ol snge<t, and b^ 
foaming the aoqoaintance of eminent liteiarjr men. At the cloee of hb conti' 
nental tnnls, he spent some time in Loodon, and obtained Hm firtendddp of 
the dirtinguiritad antifnary, 8iz Bobert Cotton, and alao of Sir William S^jai; 
Garter li^ at Anas. He bad now ttxtaaedhis attaatien to the sindy ef hssaM. 
ry, and tte fHendship of Iheee men, wtntli he obtained rather thrmtgh dw 
iniaiMe lynpatby ]^odumd by a eonaMm tsate Csr tare puouit^ tha» by dw 
iiiMaaataailallnws of olbevs, was of material serrice in the completion of what 
might be called his ^ofeesioDal educaiioa. He also oonMctod a fiurary ao* 
lutfntaMe with Boger Dodswecth, aad Sir Ttlbmi D«gdala, to wkmn ha eom. 
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numicUed MT«ral chntan ud otiMr pi«mi irf iofonnatiaii ragBrding SooUiih 
cccIedaaticBl antiquitiM, wbidi tbejr UUcbed to ihsir Jfonoiti'con -AnglieamBn, 
undar the tills, Canobta Seotiea, and which Sir June* aOermudi eKpaaded 
into A diatiDct roluoie, under the title, Moatutieon Seotiaan, though, u Bishop 
Nicholton ba* remarked, it looked inoi« like aa index to ludi a work than the 
complete woric itMl£ The flriendthip of Sir WHliani SegarappeantohaTe been 
of eouideiable InfiueDoe in the direction of Baliour'i coune of life. He exerted 
liinuelf to conciliate to hit Scottiifa prolog^, the roiped of the college of heisldi ; 
ud hi< elforti were vowned with wch luccea, that, In 1639, that body ptfc 
■anted to Balfour tbe following honourable diploma: 

" To all and lingular to whom tbir preunt* ihall come, Greeting -. Sir Wil- 
Ilam Segar, Sir Richard St Greorge, and Sir John Barrougfae, Gaiter, Clarentiu*, 
M)d Norrof, Kinp of Aran ; William Fenion, Lancftiter; Sir Henry St George, 
Bichmond, etc Aooocding to the laudable cutfome of nationa, not to conceill 
that honour which ii due to rerteu and learning, We doe teUifie and beare record, 
that Jamee Balfour, Eiq. by and aUour hii inticfat and knowledge in diTeiM 
languaget, bat alao lingular good experience and knowledge in all antiquitie* 
and foiraine hiitoriei, but eipeciall in theee oonceming the ijland of Great Bri- 
tain and Iriand ; ai alio we teMifie and doee Tilaeu him to be ane expert and 
graduate henuild, in blaziiig of cotta and armories, in inrenting of eieet* and 
•uppMten, in searching of genealogie* and diecenta, in moiihalling of' funeralls, 
triumptu and inaugurations, etc and in all ceremoniei whatsoeTer pertaining to 
Ml. In witnei of the premisMi, we abore named, kings of armee, 
purseTanta, bei to this our pretent tettificate and approbatione, 
with tbe MToral ooUi of our aimei, affixed our manuall lubwriptioM, at our 
«ffioe of aimsa in the cittie of London, Oct 3, and Dec 1, 1629." 

Be«d«i theee antiquarian friendi, Balfbur Mcuied eereral others of a more 
courtly complevon, idio were natires of hit own ooualry. He enjoyed the 
friendship of Sir Robert Aytoun, the poetical courtier, with whom he afterwardi 
beeama dirtantly connected by marriage. He wai alto on the moat fkniiliar 
tenns with another poetical attendant on tbe elegant court of Chariot I. — Ihr 
Eari of Stiriing.' His diief patron, bowarer, was George, Viscount Dupplin,' 

■ We quote fh>m Ut SDnwuDdwios In th* AdfocitM' Librarr, ths two foUowliw letcen 
iDthlsd&lliigultbediioUsmaai— 

ToMiLoaD VucomnoFSniTauiio, PaiHciFALLSEcinuTor ifeaiuHB. 

My Lord, — 1 love yunr letlen, hnniiiwn they bi 
mo. Tbe Tetributfon of your iimumBrible faroi 
tbe ssninMlly of your oobla mynd, an all much in asUnnie Willi 



of glad, 
ftw naked lynei, wfaJcu, by 



In homely nusett, yet doubled wtih the twet tluew, « 



imely nusett, y 

It anctkine. qi 

mui ms, and syvp 

your lordsJitp Hnd that your favon hsa be[ne 
ths least of ItHm, sndremilDa i dsJly beadimsn fi 
and honour. FslrweiU, my lord. 
HalyroodhouM, thii 7 of ManA, 1631. 

To TBS Suii, 
Myw 

fission a loTsr of DoUIli)'; qahoMe ii^ienlous iplrft W^'modert'c^sga bfltten~hls"'i(acL 
If your lordship tiapteu my reoammmdatloM ai partial), baa obsequious cariage sod wor- 
Ihy puns, after yonrtriill, will make all nod: So wisUnc Tour lordship all bapiitiua, 
halrand btr arer, I wiU live and dis. Your lords Wp, 



n suKtnary, eaats him- 
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who held the high and ahnort Tic»«eg;a] office of ChanMllor of Sootkod. By 
tha reoomnwndxljoi) of thi* Doblanuii, aided bj- hi« own axcellent qualificatioiw, 
he wMcnated by Chszlea I., Lotd Lion King at Anns, a dignified lefsl office 
in Scotland, in whidi reddoi the management of all matten oonneded with ar- 
■aaial faonoun, a* «1m all public cenmonisli. Sir Jerome Lyndiay haTing pre- 
Tioufly retigned the affice, Balfour wai oowned and iiutallcd at Holyroodbouae, 
June Ifi, 1630, hanng in the pieoeding montii been InTVCted with the Beotaary 
honour of knighthood by the king. On thi* eccwon, Load Dupplin officiated 
a* Royal Commioioner. 

Sir Jamei DalAur now letlled in Bootland, in the enjoyment of hii office. 
On the 81ft of October, he wai nunied to Anna Aium, daughter of Sir John 
Alton of that Ilk, and in January, 163 1, he obtained, in laiour of himaelf and 
bii ipouae, a grant of the landi and barony of Kinnaird in Fift. In Deoember, 
1633, he waa cnated a baronet by Chariei I., [nvbably in conaequence of the 
able manner in whidi he manhalled the procenoni and managed the other 
Gwemoniali of the royal nut that year. At thii period of peace and prosperity, 
a number of leaned and ingenioua men were banning to exert themfelrea in 
Scotland. It wm a peaceful interral between the dewriating eiTil wan of the 
minority rfKing Jamea, and the equally unhappy oontest which wai loon aftei' 
incited by raligious and poliUcal dkaentioai. Like wddien enjoying thennelTea 
during a truce, the people were beginning to eeek (or and cultiTate rsriouit 
lourcei of amuieoient in the more elegant arU. Thij waa the era of Jamiewn, 
the painter — of Drtanmond, the poet—of the geographer Font — and tbe hiito- 
riani Spottiinood, Calderwood, JohntfoD, and Huni&' Sir Jamei Balfovr, in- 
tpired with the common spirit of theie men, oommenced the writing of hitfory, 
with a* much ital h could be expected in an age, iriien, the printing of a written 
woric being a comparatirely rare occumnce, literature might be taid to want the 
greater part of it* temptationi. 

Sir Jnmea, as already inentioned, - had been bred a rtrict Prediyterlan, In 

: thi* profeaion he cooUnued to the lait, notwithitanding that, in politio, he waa 

an equally firm royali*L In a letter lo a young utdileman, [CorrtMpoBdtnee, 

\ Advocate*' Library,] he !a found adriiing a p«ru«al of " Calrine, Bea,Pareni, 

' and Whittaker," ai " orthodox writer).'' When the introduction of tbe liturgy 

Lmpoeed by Charlea I. rouied Scotland from one end to the other in a fit of 

figbteoui indignation. Sir Jamet Balibur, notwithitanding hit connection with 

the gOTemmeni, joined cordially with hit countrymen, and wrote an aeeolint at 

the tumult of the SStd of July, under the burleique title of "Stoneyfield Day."* 

lordthip. Tba King, §d 1^6, had conunandMl, by a lelter lo his Prirj Council, that thi 
{ Archbiiliap or St Andrswsihould baTt pr«ad«nce of tta« Chaocellor. To thii h<i lordship 
would nanr nbmlt. " 1 remembar," nyi tilr James, 'lliat K. Chsrle* aent ms to the 
I.ard Chuicellor on ths duf or hi) connutlon. In the morning, lo [bow him that It wai hti 
will Hnd pleasure, boionlia for that day, that he wold ceed uid eItb way to theirchbtshop; 
bil ha returned bv me lo hie MsjiDiia a weiy bruske uigner. whlrh waa thai ha nu readT 
la aU humllliy lo Uy bi> offioi doune al hit AL^e^Ua'e feet ; bat ilnce It wai bli royal wiU 
na ahauld enjoy it with (he knoiren priTileets of Iha laina, narer ■ print In StvUaiid 
)hould Htt a foot before him, )0 long aa Us blood wu hole. Quhen I had related hi) an- 
twarlotheldnge, hatald, ■ Weei, Lyone, lelli goa to buflneat: I will not media fknhar 
wiih that olde cankered gootlih man, at qubDae auid ther I* nothing to ba gained but lotin 
words.'" Wnat make* thte anecdote tbe mora eipreaalTaly iUuBtiatlve of the rancour with 
wblcb the secular oScen and uobillly beheld tha newly dignified dergy la, that tbe Lo;d 
Chancellor had jnit on the preceding aflamoon bean nliad lo the rank of Earlof KlnnouL 

* Dadd Humeof Godia-ott,antbarortheHInory oflhs House of Douglas. 

■ In a latter wrfttan on the STIh of July, to hli friend Lord Elcho, he thus axpieseet Um- 
■eir regarding that eztiaordinaiy aiartioR of popular force : — 

My Lord, — I know your auddala deponure from this ciley iki Saturday waa to eaa how 
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D wiA sH people at hii oim pemiidMi, at 
i^tod by the gu iw ii BMB^ Sir Jbmm appwm to 
ent faali^L like maiy l eo fc rUe p«mh, wbe 
iMd efidlf CMMlwwd tlH IB adriMd OMdbet ef dn Unf , he aftcrwaidi bei«i to 
faer tk* Ibe oppewBoB mold piodnos petfer mi«diieft tlm tbe aril wHeh «m 
o pp awl He ooBianed tkit Ae pMtpte, ia theic iadigMtiea at the rvpl aw^ 
nee, bi pot th w ehte under a iwra slatU Mlyecttaa te > band c< a ia b iti aw 
neUaa, wbe appeued detcemiDad to pi'«M apoo Iba mjA jw i iugMl w lUl Aay 
■faoukl leaTe no Ince <d' the andent gorsnimaat in Ibe land. Ilnii io eariy aa 
Mar 1°3B< hathaatwe yean alUr the pebitcatiM of "BUMKjtM. Day." and 
whtia tha popubB' laadu* «n|}OT«d an imHeiitod pomr, he k fMiad addreai^ 
tbe foUowi^ laUar " to a noble frieBd." 

Abki. Df lord, jn lUok pot^a I ndgte galoe ■oeto by ritoace, ibt nr F«n 1 
wiU aoTer aaka yealioa la ipwklng, qehea I ta**a aaer tUnf in mj heed batter 
tlwdl«Be»awJadaMwlihe TWIT lardA^p once agile to bwratr at thflweiMB ^lAo, 
faitoee^ eeeUng tear done tkepnecatgofenuMnt, and to Aaka the itaadnm- 
bll Inrae oftke U^dan, doe bM n&eralaattbarawtaiMrtfaBlvadnntageadNn 
n^eaa «f dlaofdcn, aed daaa I bare whonwlAed Toor kfddrtp qnlMt to eikeir, I 
woUbIm ghdty advTMe yae qohat wve moA fitdi^ Sir tow nm honaae and the 
jiiMiiielliai iif jiiiii aaiiB fawilj In fiilliia Asd to eauwt. If I coold, good lawn 
loarTNeowtdf e<rUliMuef<a«ereBatItUBkltiiMnfltttg lake tjme to deliberate 
upoM • natter of Mcb InipanMice, and tmlr, H17 lord, to qwake babrfn to parpoaae 
all the wW Ib«Te,Jaiiiedtotlntafotha«,«ete«omei« than lafidenL In cent- 
d^Kwof TOBrlordAip'tpard^iBod hiaBM^we that ye wttl tenalne ccaii tt to be 
nj «emy gead kid, I will bdr aidacrlbe nqn 



Falklmd, 9 Uay, 1G39. 

At a fomewfaat earlier data, he writea in tbe foUowlog lenM to hb ftieird 
DrumMond, 1A0, U will be reooUectod, me alao a derated loTsBit :— 

Sir,— By rev lelten, yoe aik« bow I Uve bdr tn irinter, oat of Ae cqillalt dtey. 
I aN«n jpoo, ^ared op wKfafn 0ie lojall wallw, axpectfaif tbe teaaone of plmnoce 
and a a waewt eg . I ^'helr in a place tS ne cnriodtes. The nmne hath yet heat 
eoMKbe to dlMolve oer nedew nowM, whldi atl tbe wblcr fall upon tbe odghbonrtaig 
Mowtohu. If TB wold bare me to Coneefll DOtbbig from foo, I nrast freelr tell 7<n 
that there b no place quhar Tertea It b> neir to rice as heir. Idlraar In thli place 

InghomathdrnewdeTisnlllturgtetoald Si Gcilln: Bol oar da* here 1>egui« to dorkai 
•re EwrifA oidocka, (■ yerey abort ivf In Julay fndrid) and If "» Ifi* to ten yon, my lordo 
lykalj lo bocoma ■ (aula day, vsr not our piyma churchman bad large brdchn (bappllyf 
andnlmU* haPaa to aaw Umn from a rtoaoy tawpwt, whkfa at tire wrwal tyiaai mwiaedi, 
dattncUona U all, 7M nlMad the noddaU* of M tin ta thrae. Nathar esuld that lohanll j 
monrier irilhlhantln gonna Mknd UmitfTa bv bae amUwan haadt and grwaiT bell*;, 
bothebadbalfaiUaaaDanedi Sahaa to a rackonbiM and Haswell beam ao afHcMed that 

.- 1. — I *.. I ,_ ....^^ a^ j^ ,^j Y^^ 1^ AraUelaa hauaa, and ran 

' that fint icDlad bure ChrlK>i lociill dtoceniian U 
a, ■wM have (bafara hta tima) Hoa thlllier Um- 

— '-■■'— ■ -T, EdlnbMT^- '-- -" ■■- 

williw 

pray pnfllckly aa tha pr<inia*a tatban di^ aixf ny » k U, qubana (bar owmt bdUad IW 
.1. ij I .1 ._ J — 1 J .^ . ij_^ boiJ^n— ngj. 



la have baen nfdr no* I randy tUnk that 
Hodar tha kayn of Iba bedcano— oay, ba that 
hall, U he mbhi h«Ta baan Ubeiat of fiuira, m 



atlra. Bot Ibia day la ttii irethar, aod ana indMiona aat on EdlnbMih^ for rfjiee the 
prtrafaae paopcll will not Ang lh«r piayara, our bmoaa deriy will not auflkr Ihan to ban 



■aa paopcll will not dnc Ihor piayara, our famoaa deri] 
anay fn proaae. Our waySat hair InTaighn [enTy] nur Tordiblpa bappfaMa, aoha mi 
pray pnbllckly aa tha pr<raia*a tbtban dl% and ny miitU, qubana (bar grma; MUad I! 
than HoM have Iham 10 liu AouaL and la uaaa Bkana* raDtona eaitiaii 
Ingi. and knelllnpi, which uiia RHigha and ondTlU DiiiUltu^ ba** not bi 



any happay dajta U 
ir lordihlps faithful fijlnd aod •crrunL 
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being our bmeet mBiu ordiiunT cNatJone, uid dehinchM of all aorta the exetelasra 
quherein they diascipUne themselTea. NotwithMudiiiir if ye be jet younelve, and 
bf solemne tow have tonaken the world and the mrities thnrraf, assure rourselTc 
that it is in this place quher feUdtie doth attend yaa, md being once fn this place, 
Tou will esteeme all IIkhm bb baidfbod penora qubom foD have left in Edln- 
burghe behind. Faire weiU, and eonUantlr lore bbn q(dio sail ever bip, 

Ytnr ma friend snd BertenL 
Falkland, Januarj 8, 1639. 

It thui Eippean that, in ■omt difguit at tlie b<dd ineaivei takoD againtt tbe 
goremment, he had now retired to tbe royal hiuituig>-paUeo of Falkland, where, 
and at hii leat of Kiniudrd, bo darotsd hiniBelf to Ihoca itudlM by which the 
present may be tcngottsn in tbe pait. Hii annah, howerw, dww Aat be •till 
occaiionally appeared in public aiiUii in bii et^dty of Loi4 Lion. It li alio 
clear that hi* political lentiiiientt miM ban bean of no obtrarive character, at 
ho conliuued in hit office during th« i^lo ter*i of As drit war, and wai only 
at hut deprired of it by CromwelL During hia nirri i«ti>«nient at Falklnnd and 
Kinnaird, be collected masy Manuaeripta ralatiiV' to htnlAy, and wrote many 
others in hi* own language, of which koim are pmemed in tlie Adroeatei' Libra- 
ry, while othen wan either loit at tha eaptur* irfPtath (1961), to which tbwn 
he had oonreyed them for laf^, or bai« nnce been ditpened. Fctceroriiig 
with particular diligenco in itlurtnrtiag tbe Hiitary of Scotland, be had lecnnrae 
to the andent charteta Mid diplemaa <rf tbe kingdami A» arohiTei of monuterief, 
and regiiten of cathedral churche*, and in bis library wei a great number of 
chrotiiclel of monasteries, bolb originals and tbt dlddgnienla ; but ft is to be 
deeply regretted that many of thcae laluable nuuBaertpM fell a prey to Ae lit 
izilegious and illiterate, and were shainefuUy destnoyed by the hands of children, 
or perished in the flames during the fdri] wan. A ftw only were opportunely 
rescued from deiliuctiou by those whs weie- acquainted, with Aeir r^e. Ibe 
ityle of these monastic chronicle* vm indeed, rude and bBrbaron ; but they 
were remarkable for the industry, judgment, and fidelity to tnifh, with wKich 
they were compiled. For some t&ne atWr tbe ervctien of monasteries in Ah 
kingdom, these writars were almost the only, and certainly tbe imat respectable 
i^MOTTers in litanlure, as scarcely any other p«non» pr csw red in writing the me- 
mory of the important oanirrenoas ef tbs limra. In these registers and chroni- 
cles were to be found, an accurate recoid of truuactlonB with fbniign powen, 
ubelher in forming alliancea, contraaing marriages of state, or regulating com- 
merce ; letter* and bulls of the holy see ; answer*, edicts, and statutes of kings ; 
church recripta; prorincial conatitntions ; anta of parilament; battles; deaths 
01* qpinent persona ; epitaphs and inscripdoii* ; and Mmetime* Ae natural ap- 
pearance* of tbe season) ; Ae prevalent diseases ; miracles and prodigies ; the 
heresies that sprung up ; wiA an amount of Ae authors, and Aeir punishments. 
In short, Aey committed to writing arery important eccurience in diurrh and 
state, that any question arising in after ages might be settled by Aeir auAority, 
and the unanimous confirmation of their feithfiit and accurate dronicles. In 
collecting and preserving these WMHiscript*, Balfour Aerefore raised a momtment 
to hii attmorj which Ae lateN posterity must rerere. For he did so ftom a 
conriction Aat these eld and i^prored authors were the only guides to the 
knowledge of Diet*, as well ai to correct eridence, and reasoning on Ae remote 
history of Scotland; and he considered Aem, not only of tignal n*e to himseU', 
but a rnluable treasure to tbe Uterature of Ae country. He therefore penerered 
throughout life in collecting such mantmript*, without regard to either trouble 
or expense. Tba oalalogua wbieh he left is still extant,* although many, as aL 



.y Google 



114 8IB JAMES BALPOmL 

rendjr mentioMd, were lort b; (he deped*tion* of the Eii|lidi and otb«r cauiea. 
He fbmed with giMt indiutry, and at a eoiuideiable ezp«nM, a library of tiM 
nuM valuable booki on ereiy lubject, particularly In th* bnnchM of Scottldi 
hiibny, antiquitiea, and henldiy. From th«*e he extractsd tnty sadttance 
ttray could afiivd in the punuit tuT hit inqutrie*, and (or furthsr aid be Mtab- 
liihed a coireapondenca with the moxt reapectable lirin|f hittoriani, wdi at 
Hobert Moule, Henry Haule, Darid Buchanan, Gordon of Stialodi, and, ai hat 
already b*ea thown, Drumnumd of Hawthomden, all of wbom he regarded 
llurougli life with the warmeit eateam, and with the grmUtt reapect for their 
talent) and accompUthmentt. 

He endeaTooMd to elucidate our hiitory (wbich wai then inrolred in oonfii- 
aion) from the examination of ancient msdali, caina, rings, bracalela, and other 
roliet of antiquity, of whidi be formed a teparate collectdon, a* an appendage to 
tut library. Obserring alio bma hiitMiana, that the Romani had bng been 
aettled in Scotland, and had mods dwperat« attempt* to expel our aneetton, 
both Soot* and Pida, be collected the imcripdoni whidi they had left on cer- 
tain atone building*, and trantoribed them anuHig hia notei. In compiling the 
worii lo which he gare the title of Annak, our author wat moc* anxiout to tup- 
ply the deficiendei of other hitteriant, and to bring to light obtcore recordi, 
than te exhibit a continued and regular hittory of Scotland. He therefore care- 
fully extracted, from old manutoripta, the naniei, dignitiea, and <^aei of dit- 
tioguiihed pubUc ciiancton, the datea of remarkable tiamactiona, and erery 
other eiicumataaee of importance, and arranged them in aeparsle paragrapht. 
He wat actuated by a generout diapodtioo, to re«ne from oblirton and the 
grare, the manKny of iUurtrioui men ; fw whidi purpose bo riiiled all the ca- 
thedral, and the principal psdih churchet of (he kingdom, and examined their 
lapulchrei and other monumenti, from whidi ha copied the epitaphi and inmip- 
tiona, carefully preterring them in a *oIu«m. He deeply inleraited himtalf Id 
Bome laudable attempt! te improre the geogr^by of Scotland. Hie ingeniout 
Timothy Pont traraned the whole Idugdom, (an attempt which had not been 
made before) and from paiaonal nirreyt made plant and deacriptiont of the 
dilibreiit countiet and itiandt, which he wat intending la pubUih, when canied 
off by a premature death. Sir John Scott of Scotftarret put thete papen Into 
the handt of Straloch, by whom they ware publiahed, with correctiont and addi- 
tiont, in the deacriptiont accompanying BleauS mapa Sir Jantet made alto a lur- 
Tey of Fife, hit natire oounty, examining particularly ancient nmnumenta, and 
the genealogiet of the principal f^miliea He aflerwardt compiled adatoiption of 
the whole Idngdom, of which the manuaizipt wai lo uteM to Bteau, that he 
dedicated lo our author the map of Lwne in hii Theatonm Scotia^ and eiabel- 
liabed it tfilh the ami> of Balfour. 

Zealoua in the improvement and knowledge of heraldry, be carefully revieired, 
not only the public acti and diplomat of nobility, but ^m oonUnti of ancient 
edificet, tamplei, and palacei, ihieldi and tepuldiral monumentt, When it had 
become proper, from hit yean, to allow the Prince of Wale* a leparate eatab- 
litluneiit, an inquiry wat ordered conoaning the rerenuea of the hereditary 
prince*, at lUward or lordt manhall of Scotland, in which Balfour sppeaii to 
hare taken part, at we Und among hit manuaaipta the following; "Hie true 
preaent itate of the principality of Scotland, with the meant how the laroe may 
be moat conreniently increated and augmented ; with which it joined ane nir- 
*ey, and brief notet from the public regitten «f the klngdooM, of eertein inMl- 
menla and coufiimationi giren to princet of Scotland ; and by them to their 
TaiMili of direna baroniet and Undt of the ptindpalitle, nnce the Gfleenib year 
of the reign of Robert UL" 
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In the hwtory lA Uuf coanby, he diiplayed hii ancanmiaa induiby in hli 
inmsroui eoUection of maiiusaripta, in tin great UHmbla^ of hittoric^ vroriu 
a hi> own Ubiary, and in bii canful inipwtion of the Tiriou* niBnuicnpti di^ 
•ened orer tho kingdom, &cnn wtddi be genenlly extracted tbe lubstanoe, if he 
[id not wholly tranacribe them, forming a geneial index to mch ai were uuful In 
' Scottiih histioy. He made wveral abridg^enia of tbe Begirteri of Soone, Caro- 
buakenneth, and aUken, and from the wuka of Major, Boece, Leslie, and Budian- 
an, which, in proper otAvx, formed paita of his chronological woHu, along with 
nUtioni of important tranaactjoni throughout tbe woild. Beaidea thii, be wrote 
a remarkably condie yet oompraheniiTo hiitory of the kings of Scotland, tcota 
Feigua I. to Charka L He alio intended to hare enlarged die annals of the 
Scottish kings troia JaiuM L to the beginning of Charles II., of whidi he bad 
finished tbe two fint JameM, on a more dilTuae and extenaiTe scale. In other 
worki, be wrote memoin ot Jamet IIL, IV., V., of Queen Mary, and of James 
Vl.f and tbe transoc^on* of ChorleB L, brou^t down to his death. In natm:al 
hiftory, he wrote an alphabetical list of gems, with dew^ptiona, their names 
and qualities, and (be place* where tbey ire produced. Another work upon 
the same aubject, written in Latin, exhibited frma rarioua authon, an account ot 
ingenious inrentioDi or fraadi, practiaedin counterfeiting and imitating predout 

Sir James concluded an indiutrioua, and, it would appear, a ntoat blameleH 
life, in February, I6ST, when be mjst hare been about sixty yean of age. He 
hod been four times matried ; Ist, to Anna Alton, by whom be had three sons 
and six daughters, and who died August SSIh, imi; Sod, to Jean Durham, 
daughter of the laird of Fitarrow, hia own cousin, who died wiAout innie 
only eleren months subsequent to tbe dale of hia first wife's death ; 3d, to Mar- 
garet Amot, only daug^iter of Sir James Amot of Femie, by whom he had tliree 
Bona and three daughters ; 1th, to Janet Audiinleck, dai^ter of Sir Wilfiam 
Audiinleck of Babnanno, by whom be had two dai^ters. Yet his fsmily ia 
now extinct in the male line. The Annals and Short Passages of State, aber* 
alluded to, were, aAer nearly two centnrie* of manuscnpt (^wcurity, published, 
in 1834, in 4 rolumes Sto. by Mr James Haig of the Adrocates' Library, in 
which receptade nearly tbe whole of the collections of tfaia great antiquary bare 
found a secure resting-place. 

BALFOUR, Boanr, a diitinguiihed philosopher of the serenteentb century, 
was prindpal of Guyenne college, Bourdeaux, and is mentioned by Moriiof as a 
celebrated commentator on Aristotle. According to Dempster, be was " tbe 
Fhienix of his age ; a philoeopber profoundly akilled in the Greek and Latin 
languag«a ; a mathematician worthy of being compared with the andenta : and 
to thoea qualifications be joined a wonderful luanty of manners, and the utmoat 
warmth of afiection towards his coontrymeD." This eminent personage appears 
to bare been one of that numeroua class of Scotsmen, who, baring gained all 
their bonouri in climai more genial to sdence than Scotland tiu a few oentu- 
riei ago, are to this day better known abroad than among their own countrymen. 
According to tbe fantastic Urquhart, who wrote in tbe reign of Charles I., 
" Host of tbe Scottish nation, nerer baring astncted themselres so much to the 
proprieties of words as to the knowledge of things, where there waa one precep- 
tor of languages amongst tbem, there wete abore forty profeasors of philosojdty : 
nay, to ao high a pitch did the glory of the Scottish nation attain over all the 
parts of France, and for ao long a time continue in that obtained height, by rir- 
tue of an ascendant the French conceired the Scots to hare abore all nations, in 
matter of their subtlety in philosophical diaceptations, that there hath not been, till 
of late, finr these teTeial ages together, any lord, gentleman, or other, in all that 
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eouDVy, wlio being dcdroui to hare liU aon iudructed in the prindplei <tf phil- 
OMpbf, would iDtruiI hiu to the dijcijJiiw of any «llker than a Seotddi lOMtw ; 
of wbtm thef wer« no leM proud tliau Philip wai of ArigtoUo, or TulUat ol Cm- 
tippua. And if it occuired (ai Tory often it did^ that a pr«tondec to a place in 
iay French luurenity, iumug, in his t«nd«rer yewi, been pjbferulKy to auue 
other luud of Khooliug, ahouU anteE in competition with another ainung- at the 
lame divge and dignity, whoM learoing flowed &«m a Caledonian lourae, oom- 
tounly the finC vra* r^ected and the other prefaired." It nereiitwleH appean that 
Kobert Balfour proiecutcd the itudy of philology, ju well ai that of pbiloiDphy, 
with oooaiderable tuccetb Hii edition of daataeiei. puUiahftd M Bourdeaux, 
in 1G06, " Latittt wtm, et ptrptti/o coBaneatario illuitraia," it epoken of in 
lh« higketf lenus ot ptaiae by the erudite Baithiui. Ollior hmh4u by Balfeur ore, 
" (ielaaii Cyziceoi OouuuenUriut Adonun Niusni ConcUii, BobAtto BalToreo in- 
lorprele, 1G04, folio," — " Comuentariiii E. Salforei m Orgaoian Logicum Aria 
tolelii, 16 IG, Ito," — and, " B. fiaiforei Scoti CvmmeDtahmiB in 1^ Ariat de 
Pbiloiophia, lomiu tecgmliti, 1680, 4to." 

BAUUL, Jom, king of Scotland, wm the aon of John de BaUol, of Bemard'* 
CaMle in the county of Duifaam, a man of gmat opulenoe, being poweaed of 
thkty knigfata' taet, {e^nai to £ia,QOO af owdem raoueyj and who wai a ateadj 
adharont of Henry HI., in all his ciril wan. The inolher of Baliol was Deror- 
gilla, one of the three dai^tan and oo-beireMea of Allan, Locd of Gallowcy, by 
Maigaret, oldeit daughter of Darid, Kail of Huntingdeo, brother of Maloolni IV. 
and WiUiam the Lion, lung* of Scotland. The fint of the Engliih family of 
Baliol wo* a Korman noble, propriator of the maum ot jBaliol, Hanuurt, Dnm- 
pat, and Home in France, aad who, coBiing oror with the Conqueror, left a aon, 
Guy, whom WilUasi Bufiu appoinlod to be Lord of the fomt of Teeidale and 
Alarwood, giring him at the aame time the landa of BUddletoa a»d Guiaefbrd in 
NurlhuiaberLand. Guy wu the father of Bainard, who built the rtraag oaatle on 
tha Teei, called from him Btrtiard't CtutU. Euitaoe, aon of thia noble, wa* 
the father of Hugh, who woi the father trf John de Baliol,' the father of Ibo king 
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lady been penuaded to fulfil hia IntenUo 
haraelf Lba future nuintsnaiica of them. 
Devorgilla took, in provldiDE for the ach 

afiemards called Candjtch (from Candida PosaaJ In St Mary Mogdali. . _ , 

the alte where the present college alanda ; and being aupported in his dcelgii by her hua- 
baiid'a axecuton, ooutiaued the proiUlsn nJikh lie allotled. In U8S, ehe gave ihem eUtutra 
under hei*«eBl. and appoinlad Hugh da HanjpoU and WilUuB d* Hanyla aa procuraion 
or goveniDra of her Bcholan. > > • • In IS61, the Lady DetorgiUa purchaaad 
a tenement of a citiicn of Oxford, called Mary's Hall, aa a perpetual aelllement for Ih) 
principal aad acholBn of the Houae of BalinJ. Thli sdiAce, after recalTliiE aultaUe repain 
and additions, vios cnllcd Now Baliol Hall, and their fDrmar rewdenoa then began to i*- 
ceive the name of Old Baliol HalL The aame year, ahe made over certain landa In the 
county of Nonhuoibertanrf, the greater part of which was aftenvaida loK. The foundation, 
honeier, wu aboui this time oanflrmed by Oliver, blakop of Lineoln, and by the aon er the 
founder, who was ufterwante king of Scotland, and whoae conaant In thia mailer eeena U 
enlitio hlRi to the veneration of the society. i ' ' ' The revenima of the cel- 
lege wan at Am small, yielding ouly eigfat-penea ;ier week to each acholor, of Ivtenty-aevan 
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Tb« drcomrtuKM wliidi led to tba appeannM of Jobn BaUol id Scottiah hb- 
lory, may b« thm briefly namtod. By tlifl daaUi of Alexander the third, the 
CMHrn of Soodand denrived on tbe Maiden of Norway, Harpiret, tba only d)ild 
of Alexander^ dougiitAr, kla Queea of Norway, Aa dte was (Htly three yenn ot 
»g«, and rending in &«ign faxtt, tha ooDveotiOD of e«tatM made dioioe of alx 
noblemen to be reg«nti of the Idngdooi during h^ abeeooe or minority ; hot 
ditaeuiou lOOD ariung among them, Eric, king of Norway, iaterpoied, and sent 
pleMpotenturiM to beat with Edward king of E^land, oonceming the aAkirt 
' of 111* inhn* QuMD and htt kii^donx Edward had already formed a idieiiie 
for umtiBg Eai^bod aad Scotland, by the mairiage of hii eldest ion with Mar- 
garet, and, aeoordingly, after holding Bonfereneei at Sali^Muy, he lent an em- 
btMy tali>eparltanMntefSoetiMkd,«n the 18th of July, 1S90, with fiiU powers 
to treat of thii pngected Blliamce. The Tiew* of Edwanl were cbeerfiilly met by 
the parliament of Soellnod : a beaty waa di»wn out honourable to both pnrtiei, 
in which — b> guard againat any danger that might ariae fin>m eo itrict an alli- 
anee with ■u<^ a powec&l and ambitioue neighbour — the freedom and indepen- 
dency *f 6ootiand were fblly acknowledged and leoired; and conunlitfonen 
were deipatdied to Norway to conduct the young Queen into her dominions 
But thii tair hope of lading peace and union wai at onoe orerlhrown by the 
death of tbe pciocea* on hw paauge to Britain ; and the imini of Scotland be- 
came a bona of contaotioa between rarioua cimpetiton, the chief of wbwn were, 
John BaUol, bnd of Galloway, Robert Bruce, knd of Annandole, and John Haa- 
ting*, lord of Abergarenny. In order to undentand the grouwb of their aera- 
ral daima, it will be neceaary to trace briefly their genealogy. 

On the death of tbe Blalden of Norway, Alaxander'i grandchild, fbe <TOwn of 
Scotland derohed upon the poMrity of Darid, earl of HnnlJngton, younger bro- 
ther, ai ainiady menttooed, of the kjngi Maloohn and William. Darid left duee 
daughteia, Ha^aret, laabella, and Ada. Haigaret, the eldeat daughter, manied 
Allan, Iwd of <ialloway, by whoni ahe had an only daughter, Devo^Ula, nuuried 
to liAn Baliol, by iiAam ahe had John Baliol, the mbject of Ihii article, who, 
therefore, waa giaat giandwn to Dsrid Eari of Huntington, by hi* eldart daugh- 
ter. IiabeUa, the lecood daughter ot Darid, married Robert Bntce, by whom 
•be bad Robeit Bruce, the competitor — who, therefwe, waa grandion to the 
Earl of Huntinglan, by hia weond daughter, Ada, youngert daughter of David, 
nuiried John Haftingi^ by whom ihe bad John Hatting* — who, therefore, waa 
giandaon Vt Darid, by hit third daughter. Haatingi could have no daim to the 
CHtwn, while the poilerity of Darid'* elder daughteia were in being ; but he in> 
•itted that the kingdmn ahould be dirided into three parti, and that he diould 
inherit one of them. Ai, bewerer, the kuigdim wai dedared indiridble, hii 
pntenaiom were excluded, and the difficalcy of the queation lay betn«en the two 
great ooi^tetiten Baliol and Bruce, — wbetber the nuHV remote by one d^ee, 
daacended from the eldeat daugbtw, or the nearer by one degree, deaoended 
from the aecond daughter, had the better title ? 

He dirided (bUe of the national mind ai to the aoooeaaioa patented a fa- 
Tourable opputanity to the ambitioni monwdi of England for eaeoiting a derign 
which he had long deridied agaiut Ihe independence of Scotland, by renewing 
the unfounded claim of the feudal auperiority of En^and over It It ha* been 

pound* nine abnHng§ and fourpunce for the whole per aitiunit which was bodii found insuf- 
fidenl. A number of benefactors, howeier, promoied the purpose! of tha fonnder, by an- 
richinjE the MtaUiihiosnt witli gin* of land, moDB]', and din nh- living*.'' 

Mr Cb^mare aUo mcuthins, that in 1310 a nsw eat of alatulca for the callage, leceivad, 
amunE^t other mnfirinalary seal^ Ibat of '' Edward Baliot, king of Scotland,'' namely, ih* 
grsniliun of ihs founder. The seal attachad by DevorgHla la Ihe original statutee eonlatni 
a poiualt of her. Slia died In USB. 



.y Google 



118 JOHN BAUOL. 

ganenllT MippoMd, that be ww choMD nrbitrator by tb« reg«Dti and «talM dT 
Scotland ia the competition f<H' tha crown ; but it appean that hia iuterierenca 
mu tolidted by a fei* only of th« SooUitii noble* who vera in Ida own intereat. 
Anuming thia, hawsTer, ai the call of Ihe nation, and collecting an anny to nip- 
port hii iniqiiilow pntenaiont, he requealed the nobility and deigy of Scotland, 
and the competiton for the crown, to meet him at Noifaam within the En^isb 
teiritorieiL There, after many pvofeMioni of good-will and allection to Scot- 
land, he claimed a right of Lord Paramount orer it, and required that thii right 
ihould be immediately reoi^nizad. The ScoU were itnick with amaiement at 
thii luiexpeaed demand ; but, feeling thenoelTet entirely in hii power, ooaU 
only requeit time for the coiuideraUon cf hit claim. Another meeting wm 
fixed upon ; and during the InterTsl, he employed erery method to ttrengthen 
hii psi^ in Scotland, and by threats and promiae* to bring ai many aa powble 
to acknowledge hii superiority. Hia purpoae wai greatly forwarded by the mu- 
tual diitruHi and jealouiies that ezirted among the Soota, and by the time^err- 
ing ambition of die ctnupetitan, who were now multiplied to the nundwr of thir- 
teen — aome, probably, atiired up to perplex the queation, and otben, perfaapt^ 
prompted by vanity. On the day appointed {9d June, 1391] in aplainoppodte 
to the catfle of Norham, tlie niperiority of the crown of England orer the crown of 
Scotland waa iidly acknowledged by all the competiton for the latter, aa well aa 
by many baroni and prelalea ; and thua Edward gained the abje<i on which hia 
heart had been long let, by conduct di^raoefol to binwalf aa It waa to Aoae who 
had tbe government and guardianahip of Sootland in keeping. All the royal 
csitlea and place* of ibengUi in the country were put into hia handa, under tbe 
■eeurity that he ihould make fidl realitution in two montfaa from the date of hia 
award, and with the oateoaible teaaon that be might haTo a kingdom to beatow 
on tbe peiton to whom it ihould be adjudged. Haring thui obtained hia wish, 
he proceeded to take some steps towards determining the claim of tbe competi- 
ton. Comnuisioners were appointed to meet at Berwick; and after TBiious 
delibenUJons, the crown was finally adjudged to John BaliiJ, on the IBth of 
Norember, 1293, and next day Baliol swore fealty to Edward at Noibam. 

Baliol was oowoed at Scone shortly after ; but, that be might not forget 
his dependancy, Edward recalled him into England, immediately after his 
coronation, and made lum renew his homage and fealty at Newcastle. He was 
ioon loaded with fresh indignities. In theoourse of a year he receired no fewer 
than six dtationa to appear before Edward in the English parliament, to answer 
^TBle and unimportant complaints which were preferred against him by hii 
subject). Although led by an insidious policy, and his own ambition, into tha 
most humiliating concesuons, Baliol seems not to haTO been destitute of spirit, 
or lo haTe receired without resentment the indignities laid upon hiiK In one 
of the causes before the parliament of England, being asked for hia defonce — 
" 1 am king of Scotland," he said, " I dare not make answer htrt without the 
adrice of my people." " What means this teflisal,'* said Edward, " you are my 
liegeman ; you hare done hoinage to ne ; you are here in consequence of my 
summon*]" Baliol replied with firmness, " In matter* which respect my kjiig- 
dom. 1 neither dare nor diall aaawer in thia place, without tbe adnae of my 
people." Edward requested that he would aak a delay for the comnderatioii (rf 
the question ; but Baliol^ perceiring that his so dwng would be oonstrued into 
an acknowledgment of the jurisdiction of the English parliament, refiised. 

In the meantJme, a war breaking out between France and En^ond, Baliol 
seiied upon it as a farourahle opportunity for shaking off a yoke that had be- 
^me intolerable. He negotiated a treaty with Philip, the French king, on the 
33d October, 1S9S, by which it waa agreed lo amtt one aootber against (heis 
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noaaaoa enetny the king of England, and not to condnde any MparotA puee. 
At the Mma tima, Baliol tolemnly Mnouncad hii allegiance to Edwaid, and re. 
celTed £roD) tbe Pope an abwdution from the oatti* of fealty wliidi be had iworu. 
The groundi of hia nnunciiiliDD were tlwae — That Edward bad wantonly and 
upon iliglit lUggMtioa* numnoned him to hii oourtt ; — that he had wUed hi* 
Rngliih ertatet, bij gooda, and the pMtia of hi* lubjedi ; — that be bad fbrcibly 
anied (^ and itill retwned eertain natins of Scotland ; — and that, when remon- 
itrancet were made, inrtead of ledreMing, he bad continually aggravated theae 
i^jariei. Edtraid ii laid to hare reeeired Baliol'i renunciation witb morB cod- 
leinpt than anger. "The fooliih ffaitor," he exclaimed, "lioce he will not 
come to ui, we will go to him." He accordingly railed a large enoy; And, 
Bending hii brolfaer into Fraooe, vetolred himself, in person, to make a total con- 
qiieit of Scotland. 

While Edward adranced towards Berwick, a small army of Scots broke into 
Noithmuberlaod and Cumberland, and plundered the country. Tbe castle o> 
Weri* was taken ; and a thousand men, Mbom Edward lent to preierre it, fidliog 
into an j *m lw^th, were ilain. An Engli^ squadron, also, which blocked up Ber^ 
wick by sea, wis defeated, and sixteen of their ships sunk. But these ^tutial 
MioDoaes were followed by fatal loMes. Tbe king of England was a brare and 
skilful general ; be conducted a powerful army igakist a weak and ditpirilad 
nation, beaded by an unpopular prince, and distracted by party animoaitiea. 
His sTentual ■uoc«sa was, therefore, as complete as mi^ ba*e been antidpated. 
He oroMod the Tweed at Coldstream, took Berwick, and put all the gorrisoo 
and inhabitants to Die swotd. Tbe castle of Boxburgfa was deUrered into bia 
haodj ; and be bailened WareDoa Eail of Surrey forward to besiege Dunbar. 
Warenne wM there met by tbe Scots army, who, abaodoning the adrantage or 
their situation, poured down tumultuously on tbe English, and were repulsed 
with teniUe slai4^ter. After this de&at, the castles of Dunbar, Edinburgh, and 
fiUrling, ftll into Edward's bauds, and be wai toon in poMenitm of the whole of 
the Mtitb of Scotland. 

Baliol, who hod retired beyond the rirer Tsy, with Ibe shattered rwuini of 
his army, despwring of making any effectual i«sistaDce, sent messenger* to im- 
plore the mercy of Edward Tbe haughty Plantagenet communicated Oie bard 
tenns upon wbidi alone ha might hope for what he asked ; namely, an unqua- 
lified acknowledgraent of hit " unjust and wicked rebeUion," and an unconditional 
surrender of himself and his kingdom into the bands of his master. Baliol, 
wfaoM Ufe presents a stzxnge Tariely of magnanimous efSvts and humiliating 
seltabasementi, consented to theie conditions ; and the ceremony of hii degra- 
dation accwdingly took place, July 3, 1396, in the church-yard of Smcatbro, 
a village near Montrose. lied by force and in fear of his life, into the pretence 
of the Bishop of Duthom and the T'^gU'li nobtos, mounted on a Mrry hone, he 
was 6nt commanded to dismount ; and his treason being proclaimed, the; pro. 
cepded to strip him of his royal ornaments. The crown was matched &^nn hit 
head i the ennine torn from his mantle, the ioeptra wrested from his band, and 
erery thing remored from him belonging to tbe ttato and dignity of a king. 
DreMed only in his shirt and drawers, and holding a white rod in his hand, 
after the fashion of penitents, he confessed that, by evil and false counsel, and 
through bis own limplidty, he bad gricTously oflended his liege lord, recapitu- 
lated all the late transacUons, and aduiowledged himself to be deserredly do< 
prired of his kingdom. He then absidred his people frimi their allegiance, and 
li^ed a deed resigning his sorereignty orer tbem into the hands of king Ed. 
<nrd, giring his eUeet son as a hostage for hit fidelity. 

The acknowledgment of an English paramountcy bos at all Umes been so dia 
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i^neaUe to Uw Soottiih people, and the ciroaiBUDeea of Uii* 
tb« kiBgdam are mi sztmiMlr humiliMing to lutionsl prida, that Mm Bdiel 
lui boan trmt uaen haU in batrad «nd contsiipt, and i* acanely aIlo<n<l s 
plaM in th« ordinarf ralU of the Sentti^ m«aa>cfai. It nKut bo uid, htnferer, 
in bii defenca, that lui fint adcnoifledgnieiit of the pomMiiitcy wm b* man 
than iihat bu riial Bruca and tha graatar part of the noUee of tba kingdom 
wen >1ao fuil^ of; while be i* certainly entitled to lona osdit fer hii effiMta 
to diakfl olF tba yak^ bowevm inadeqnata hi* meana wen for doiBg h>, op 
ttbatarer ill foitBne be expeneocsd in dia attonpt In bia depeailioii. notwilb- 
Maoding 10010 o^uirocal einamttaacet in hi* Mibiequeiit birtory, be mut bo 
looked ttpon aa only tha Tictim of an orerwhetraing foroe. 

Tbo biatory of John Baliol after hi* depoaitioB i« not in geneFa) tnatad with 
much minutenoM by tho Scottiih hiatoriniu, all of whom leani to ham wi*hed to 
ekiBe Aeir ejret ai mjdi is ponible to tha whole alftir of the redgnation, and 
ODdearoured to foi^ Ibat the principal perionafa concerned in it had erer 
been king- of Scotland. Tbii birtory, bowerer, ia curi»u& The dicerowned 
monudi and hii am wen nanediately tniunutted, along with the itona of 
Scone, tbe reoord* of the kingdom, and all other 
dependence to Loadm, where the two unfortutiste prineea 
kind «f bonourabl* eapUnty in the Towon Though tbe coimtry 
by tbo Engliib army, aerenil inaumctiona wbLdi broke out In th 
year ibowed that the bearti of the peopio were at yet untDbdned. Theao tnnnu 
genii inratiably raao in the name of tbe dopoied Idng John, and nrowed a 
reaohjtion to uibmit to no other Biitbarity. It ii abo worth temorking, u a 
ci ran na ti uice forourabte to Ae chinw and diaracter of Boliol, that be war itilt 
ai^nowtedged by the Pope, the King of Franoe, and other contineirtal prince*. 
Wb«n Wallace raeo to unite oU the diacoatent«d tpirita of the kingdom in one 
gi^nd etftrt againit Ike Engliah yoke, be afoned himaelf a* only die gureniur 
of the king^m in mbho of King John, and tkere m a eharter Mill evlant, to 
which the hero appended the «e^ of GaUol, which *eem>, by (onte chitnce, to 
hare fallen into hi* hand*. The illugtrion* knight of Eldenlie, throughout the 
whole of hii tnreer, acknowledged no other iorereign ditm Baliol; and, 
what i* perhopa raaie remarkable, tho fttber of Robert Bruce, who had ft rmerly 
aaaerted a superior title to the irown, and whoao ion allerwHrd* displaced the Baliol 
dynasty, appeand in arms ^ainrt Edward in fkreur of King John, and in his 
name conehided aererd trocei with tbe En|^i)h oSicen. There is extant a deed 
executed on the 13th of Norember, I29C, by William, Bishop of St Andrews, 
Robert Brace, Earl of Carrick, and J<^n Comyn the younger, ityling therasetrG* 
gu(ir£nns of the kingdom of Scotland ; in which they petition King Edward fbr 
a cessation of hostilitiea, in order, a* they aftenrardi expreiaed themaelree^ that 
they might live a* peaee^te subjects under their sorenigit King Jokn. 

Iliet^ is, howerer, no nason to suppoae, that these prooeeding* were in ar- 
bordance whh any Koett iBttnietions from BbHoI, who, if not gted to get 
quit of his uneasy sorereignty, at Ae time he resigned it, at least aeem* to 
haTO aOerwardt entertained no wish for its recorery, A conaiderable time be- 
fore hi* ininrgent reprraentatire* made the aboro dedaration in hi* bebair be 
i) found exeCudog a deed of tbe following tenor : " In tto name of God, Amen. 
In the year lt98, on the Itt of April, in the hons* of the reverend father, 
Anthony, Bishop of Durbnm, without London. Tbe uiA Bishop discoening of 
the ttste and condition of the kingdom of ScotUnd, and of Uie inhabitants of 
the said kingdom, before the noble I(W John B^ol ; the said John, of his own 
proper motion, in the preaance of us, tbe Notary, and the subwrihing witnesses, 
amoi gst other things, said and defimod in the French tongue to this eflhct, that 
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ii to «ay, that nbile ba, tb* i^d realm of Scotland, aa King and Lord thoreof, 
lield and gorsnied, he had found io the people of the laid kingdom w much 
laalioe, ftwid, treaton, and deosit, that, for their malignitr, wickedneM, tieadrary, 
and other detestable &eta, and fw that, ai he had thoiougfaly undentood, tb^ 
had, nhUe their prince, oontriTed to poison him, it iras his intention nsTer to go 
er enter into the said kingdom of Scotland for the future, or with the laid king' 
dom or it* concerns, either by hbiiBelf or other*, to intermeddle, nor for the re&- 
Boni afiMessid, and manj otlien, to have any thing to do irith the Scotb At 
the same time, the aaid John dented the laid Biihop of Duitiain, that he would 
Boquaint the most magnificent prince, and his Lord, Edward, the most illuitriou* 
king of England, with his intention, will, and firm resolution in this respect 
This act was signed and sealed by the public notary, la the presence of the 
Bishop of Duihani afbres^d, and of Ralph de Sandwidi, constable of the Tower 
of London, and other*, who heard thii discourM."' 

We regnt fw the honour of Scotland, that, excepting the dale of this shame- 
fid Lbel, there is no other reason for supposiDg it to be dictated in an insincere 
ipiriL Baliol now spears to ha*e really entertained no higher wish than to 
r^pain hia personal litrerty, and be peniulted to spend the rest of hi* days in 
retirement Accordingly, baring at last conrinced King Edward of his Scan- 
ty, he and his son were delirered, m the SGth <rf July, 1899, to the Pope'* le- 
gate, the BiAop of Vicenia, by whom they were transported to France. The 
unfortunate Baliol lired there upon his ample eststea, till the year 1314, when 
he died at hu teat of Castle Galliaid, aged about Rtly-liTe years. Though thus 
by no means adranoed in life, be is said to haie been afflicted with many of tbe 
iofinnitie* of old age, among whidi was an entire depriration of right 

BiLtOL, EowiBo. King John Baliol had two sons, Edward and Henry. 
The former seems entitled to •ome notice in Ihis work, on account of bis rigo- 
rous, though eventually unsuccessful attempt to regain the oown lost by hi* 'fa- 
ther. When King John entered into the treaty with the King of France, in 
139fi, it was rtipulated in the first article that hi* son Edward should marry tbe 
daughter of Charles of Valois, niece to the French monan^ receiring with her 
tfrenty-fire thousand liTrei de Toumois cunent money, and ssugning to her, as , 
a dowry, ana thousand fite hundred pounds sterling of yearly rent, of which one 
thousand should be paid out of King John's lands of Baliol, Itampier, Hellcourt, 
and de Homay, in P^nnoa, and fire bundled out of ttiOM of Lanark, Cadiou, 
Cunningham,' Haddington, and the Castle of Dundee, in Scotland. This young 
prince accompanied bis father in hi* captirity in the Tower, and was subse- 
quently carried with bim to France, After the death of John Baliol, Edward 
quietly succeeded to the Frendi family estates, upon which he lived uniio> 
ticed till 1394, when Edward II. commanded that he should be thought 
OTer to England, apparently for the purpose of being held up as a riTal to 
Robert Bruce. Whether be now risited England or not i* uncertain ; but it 
would rather appear that he did not as, in 1336, he was inrited by Edward HI. 
for the same purpose. At this time, the En^^ish monardi was endearouring to 
secttce a peace with the King of Soota, but at the same time held himself pre- 
pared tor war by mustering his bsron* at Newcastle. He seem* to bare thought 
that a threat of taking Bahol under his patronage was apt to quicken tbe de- 
drca of the Scot* for an accommodation. NeTerthelesa, in the summer of tbi* 

Prjnno'B CuUbcUi 
fjphn Baliol ii know, ■' ' 

NnJdtedale, Snuthinnui. i.a, 
maroock, logslhsr with Bondl: 
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I Ponno'B CullMdJom, III. 865. 
n to have possessed in Cunningham ths following liinifa : Lfirp, 
IJfllry, Gillln. Cunuheuch, Dreghom, Iha great barony of KiL- 
ondlnton and Haruhaw ; eiluidin<| iii all to about I.S.BOO Scoli 
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faar, the Seoto made a boU nnd niocnaful inciuuon into England, under Ron- 
! dolph and Dougta*, and King Edward vat obliged, April 133S, M oonient tu 
! Ihe treaty of Northampton, which scknotrledged at once the indepandencj' ol 
\ die BcottUh crown, and the right af Robert Bruce to vear it No more ii heard 
of Edward Baliol, till after the death af Bruce, when he inn tenipl«d by the 
I apparent weakneM of Scotland under the minority of Darid II. to attempt the 
I reooTery of hl< birth-righL Two Englith borons, Henry de Beaumont and 
I Thomai Lord Wake, clainwd certain' estates in Scotland, which hod been 
dedared their propmty by the treaty of Noitbanipton ; Randolph, the Scot- 
ti*h refent, diitrutting the linoHrity of the English in regard to other articlei 
of Ihii treaty, refined to restore those estates ; and the two barons acowd- 
ingly joined with Baliol in his design. That the English king might not be 
supposed accessory to so gross a breadi of the treaty, be inued a proclama- 
tion against their expedition ; but they easily eonb^W to Aip four hundred 
men at acnu and three thousand infantry at Holdemen, all of idiora weie safely 
landed on the coast of Fife, July 31, 1934. Only eleTon days before this erent, 
the Scottish people bad been bereft of their brare regent Randolph Earl of 
Moray, who was almost the last of those worthies by whom tile kingdom of 
Bruce had been won and maintained. The regency Ml into the hands of Uon- 
■M, Earl of Mar, in erery respect a feebler man. Baliol, haTing beat back tome 
forces which opposed bii landing, mored forwwd to Pwtenot, near Perth ; where 
the Eari of ftlar appeared with an army to dispute his farther pn^reM Aa the 
fioottiih forces wen much superior in number and position to the English, Baliol 
found himself in a lituation of great jeopardy, and would willingly hate re- 
trenled to his Alps, had that been possible, finding, howerw no other re- 
source than to %ht, he led his forms st midnight across the E>ne, surprised the 
Scottish camp in a state (Jthe moM disgraceful negligence, and put the whole 
to the route. This action, fought on the 1 3th of August, was called the battle of 
Dupplin. The conqueror entered PerUi, and for some time found no resistance 
to his anumed authority. On the 91th of September, be was solemnly <rowned 
at Scoue. The friends of the line of Bruce, though unable to offer a formal 
opposition, appointed Andrew Moray of Bothwell to b« regent in the room of 
the Eari nf Mar, who had fallen at Dupplin. At Roxbur^. on the SBrd of 
Norember, Baliol solemnly adcnowledged Edward of England for his liege lt>rd, 
and surrendered to him the town and castle of Berwidi, " on account of the 
great honour and emohimenta which he had procured through the food will of 
the English king, and Ihe powerfbl and acceptable aid contributed by bla peo- 
ple." The two princes also engaged on this occasion to aid each odter in all 
their reapectirc wan. Many of the Scottish chiefs now submitted to Baliol, and 
it does not appear improbable that he might bare alti^ether retriered a king- 
dom which was certainly his by the laws of hereditary lucoemion. But mi the 
ISth of December, the adherents of Ihe opposite dynasty surpriied him in hit 
turn at Annan, overpowered his host, and haring slain lUs brother Henry, and 
many other distinguished men, obliged him to fly, almost naked, and with hardly 
a single attendant, to England. His subeequent effiirta, though not so easily 
counteracted, were of tile same desultory duraclcr. He returned into Scotland 
in Marih, and lay fi» some time at Roxburgh, with a small force. In May, 
1333, he joined force* vrith King Edward, and reduced the town of Berwick. 
The Scottish regent being orerthrown at Halidon Hill, July 19, for a time all 
resistance to the clninH of Baliol ceased. In a p.-irlisinent held at Edinburgh in 
February, be ratified the former treaty with King Edward, and soon afler iiir* 
rendered to that monarch the whole of Ihe counties on Ae firontier, together 
with llie prorince of Lothian, as port of the kingdom of Eiiglaiiil. Hi* power, 
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iMwATSr, via* Mlely auppon«il by foreipi influenoe, and, upon lbs rite of it Air 
of the oppodle faoitOe barons, in Norember, 1334, b« ^^n fled to England. In 
July, 1 335, Ednjud IIL enabled him to rebim under die protection of ui Knaj. 
But, notirithsUndii^ the pownal preMnce and ezeitioDi of no 1^ a wanior 
than the TJctM of CraHy, Dm SoAm never oould rdt^^etlier be brought under 
the away of ihii ranal king. For two or three yean, Edward Baliid heM k 
Dominal away at Perth, while the greater part of the country wnt in ■ Mate of 
rebellion againit bim. The regent Andrew Moray, dying in July, 1338, wsi 
tuoceeded by Robert Stewart, the grandion of Bniu, and nephew of David II. 
who baring threatened to beaiege Baliol in Perth, obliged hini ta retreat once 
niwe to England. The greater part of the country qieedily fell under the do- 
minion of the regent, nor wa« Edward IIL now aUe to retriere it, being fiilly 
engaged in his French wan. Hie Scola having made an incunioi), in 1344, 
inlo England. Baliol. with the fbrcea of the northern countiee, wai appointed to 
oppoae them. Two yean after thit period, when the fatal battle of Durham, 
and the capture of Darid II. had again reduced the atrength of Scotland, Balio) 
raised an inuiiTeclion inGalloway, where his family connoctioni gare him great in- 
Ruence, and speedily penetrated to the central parts of the kingdom. He gained, 
liowerer, no permanent footing. For acme yean after this period, Scotland 
loaintained a noble atruggle, under its regent Robert Stewart, against both Ae 
preteniiona of this adrenturer, and the power of the King of England, till at 
length, in 1355-6, wenriod out with an unarailing conteat, and feeling llie ap- 
proach of old age, Baliol reeigned all his clsima into the hands of Edward 111. 
for the consideration of fire thousand merka, and a yearly penaion of two thou- 
aand pounds. AAer this surrender, whidi was transacted at Koxbui^h, and 
imduded his pemuial estates, as well as his kingdom, thia unftartunate prince 
retired to England. " Hm late of Edwud Bnliol,'' aays Lord Haiiea, " wa« 
singular. In his inraaioD of Scotland during the minority of Darid Bruce, he 
displayed a hold apiiit of enterpriae, and a cour^;e superior to all difficulties. 
By the rictory at Dupplin, he won a crown ; some faw weeks after, be was aur- 
prised at Annan and lost it. The orerthnn* of the Scots at Halidon, to whjdi 
he signally contributed, availed not to hia re^atablishment. Year i&u year, be 
saw hia partisans &1I away, and range theotselvas under the banner of hit oow- 
petitor. He beome the pensioner of Edward IIL and the tool of his policy, 
assumed or laid adds at pleasun : and, at test, by his surrender at Boxbutgh, 
he did what in him lay to entail ihe calamitiea of war upon the Scottish nation, 
a nation already miterable through Ibe consaqnenoes of a regal tucoetdon di»- 
pulod for Ihreeaoore yeara. The tvmainder of hia daya was spent in obscurity ; 
and the historians of that kingdom where he once reigned, know not the time 
of his death." It may fuithw be mentioned, that neither these hiatoriana nor 
the Scottish people at lai^, ever acknowledged Edward Baliol as one of the 
line of Scottish monarch The rig^t of the family ot Bruce, though inferior in 
a hereditary point of view, having been conliriaed by parliament on account of 
the merit of King Robert, this ahadowy intruder, though occfuionelly dominant 
through the sword, could never be eonudered the le^mat« monarch, more 
especially aa ho degraded himaelf and hii country by a professed surrender of 
ita independence, and even of a part of its territory, to a foreign enemy. He 
died diildlen, and, it would also appear, unmniried, in 1363, when be wutt 
have been advanced to at least the age of seventy. 

BALLANTYNE, Jom. Of all the remarkable men, by whom this name, in 
ita variout orthographical appearance*, has been borne, not the least worthy of no- 
tice it John Balhmtyne, who died on the 16th of June, ISSl, about the age of 
forty-five yenriL Thia gentleman waa the aou of a meidiant at Kelso, where he 
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«ru bom and «ducateil In hi» jrouth, be displayed ludi mi extTaoidinary qtiidc- 
n«« of mind, m wiffidently betokened tbe general atulity by which be wat to be 
dJMinguiihed in after life. Wliils still n ytMOg man, bit mind waa tuned lo 
literary concemi by tbe eetabliihment of » prorindAl nempsper, the Kelto 
Mail, vrhich wa* begun by hb elder brolfaer Jamei. The distinction acquired 
by bis brother in conaequence of some improrementi in printing, by wfaich.then 
iMMd from a Scoltidi ^^trindol preas a series of books riralling, in elegance 
and accurate taste, tbe productions of a Bentle; or s Boakerrille, caused the 
remoral of both lo Edinburgh about the beginning of the pteeent century. But 
the BctlTO intellect of John Ballantyne ms not to be confined to die dueky 
shades of the printing-bouse. He embarked largely ia the bookselling tnde, 
and subsequently in the profession of an auctioned of worics of ait, libraries, 
&c The connection whidi he and his brother had ertebliihed at Kelaa with 
Sir Walter Soott, vhoee Border Minitrelsy was printed by them, continued in this 
more extensire soene, and accordingly during the eariier and mwe inteiatting 
years of Uie career of the author of Wa'erley, JohnBallantyne acted m the oonti- 
dant of that mystarioua writer, and managed all the budness of the communication 
of hU worics to the public Some of Cheae worics were published by 3(An Ballan- 
tyne, who also Issued two difftrent periodical worics, written chiedy by Sir Wal- 
ter Soott, entitled respectiraly tbe Visionary and tbe Sale-room, of whldi tbe 
latter had a refei«nce to one branch of Mr Ballantyne's trade. It is also wor- 
thy o{ notice, that the laige edition of the works of Beaumont and Fletcher, which 
appeared under tbe iitme of Hr Uenr; Weber as editor, and which, we may pre- 
sume to Bay, reflects no inconsiderable credit upon the Scottish press, was an en- 
enterprise undertaken at the piggeation and risk of tbii spirited publisher. 
Mr Ballantyne himself made one in<»inion into the field of letten ; be 
was tbe author of a tolerably sprightly norel in two thin duodednuji, styled, 
" The Widow's Lodgings," which readied a second edition, and by which, 
a* be need to boast in a jocular manner, he made no less a sum than Ifiiris 
pound* ! It wM not, bowerer, as an author that Hr Ballantyne chiefly shone— 
his Ante was story-tolling. As a eotUair, he was allowed to be unriralled by 
any known conteroporary. Possessing an Infinite fund sti ludicrou and charac- 
teristic anecdote, which be could set off* with a humour endless in tbe mriety of 
its shades and tones, ho was entirely one of thoae beings who seem to hnTe been 
deaigned by nature for the task, now abrogated, of enlivening the ftwmalities and 
alleriating the cores of a court : he was Yorick rerired. After puiauing a la- 
borious and succcastiil busines for serenil yeara, declining health irttliged him to 
travel upon tbe continent, and finally to retire to a seat in the neighbourbood ot 
Melrose. He had been married, at an eariy age, to Miis Parker, a beautiful 
young lady, a telatlTO of Dr Rutberibid, auUior of tbe View of Andeut Hir 
lory and i^er esteemed works. This union was not blewed with any children. 
Is bis Melrose rustication, be commeoced tbs publication of a large and beautiful 
edition of the British NorelUtt, as an easy occupation to dirert the languor of 
ilLoeai, and fill up those Tacancies in time, which were apt to contrast diaagree- 
nbly with tbe former habits of busy life. The works of the Tarioua novelists 
were here amassed into large rolumes, to which Sir Walter Scott furnished bio- 
graphical prefiues. But the trial waa briet While flattering himself with the 
hope that his frame was Inrigoraled by change of air and exerdse, death stopped 
in, and reft the worid of as joyous a spirit at erer brightened iti sphere. The 
NoToIist^ Library was afterwards completed by the friendly attention of Sir Wal- 
ter Scott 

BALLE3{TYNB, (or BELLnoEit,) Jaait,— otherwise spelt Ballanden and BaU 
lenlyu — an eminent poet of the reign of James V., and the translator of Boeoe't 
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I^tia History, and of the fint firs booki of Utj, into the venucular language 
of liii time, if ei ft oadre of Lothian, and appean to hft*e been bom towftrds the 
clMe of the 1 Gth oeoturir. He rtudied at the uairenity of 8t Andrew*, vdien 
his lUDiie ii thiuentsred in the reoords; " 1508, Jo. Ballet^ nac. Lau\dmiai]." 
It ii probable that be temaJDed then far Mreral yean, which wai neceKory before 
he oould Im laureated. His education wa« afierwardt cMnpleted at the uniTSik 
■ity of Faria, where he to<^ the degree of Doctor of Divinity ; and ai liai been 
remarked by hli biographer, \Worki of BeUendtn, I., xxxrii,] " the el&di of hit 
reeidenoe upon tb« contineiit may be traced both in hii idiom and language." 

He returned to Scotland during Ibe minority of Jamet V., and became attach* 
ed to the e«tabljihment of that monarch ai " Clerk of hii Comptii." Thii ap- 
pear* fhmi " the Probeme of the Coamognpbe," prefixed to hi* translation of 
Boece, in which he Myi : — 

And fint occurril ta my rBmemberiog, 

UniT that 1 wea in Brrlca wlUi the king; 

But to bJs grace in yeilB taadereit, 

Clarli of hia compt^ thoucht I wes ii^lpi [unwoithy.j 

With hart and lianL and erery othar thing 

That micht iiim plds In my manar bat ; 

Qiihill h[> biiy me from hlB aarrlee IfeM, 

Ba thama that had tha court in geiaming, 

Aa Urd but phmui herylt of tlie neM. 

The bic^rapber of Ballentyna, abore quoted. (uppoM* that he miut have been 
the " Maiater Johnne Ballentyne," who, in 1 S38, was " leiTetar and ferritour " 
to Archibald Earl of Angui, and in that capacity appeared before parliament to 
Mate hii maMer'i reaaoni for not snawering the wmmoni of trvaaon wbidi had 
been inued againat hink We can Ksroely, howeter, reconcile the dreumatance 
of hii being then a " Dou^aa'i man," with the fhrour he ii found to have enjoyed 
a fbw yeara after with James V., wfaoee antipathy to that finnily was so great ai 
probably to extend to all iti connectlonb Howerer thii may be, Bdlentyne it 
thui celebrated, in 1630, a« a court poet, by Sir Dwid Lyndtay, idio had been 
in youth hii fellow^hident at St Andrew*, and wa* afterwardi Id* fellow^errant 
in the houiebotd of the king : 

But now of tote hu rtart up houtily 
A cuiintng claiic that wrilcth cisflily ; 
A plant of po«ts, culled BaUaKiea, 
Whoae omat writ! m; rrit cannot defyne ; 
Get ha Into the court authority. 
Ha will precel (lulntln and Ksnody. 

In 1&30 and 1531, Ballentyne ws* employed, by command of the king, in 
traualating Boeee^ Hiitwy, whidi had been published at Paris in 153S. The 
object of thii tramlatioii wa* to introduce the king and othen who bad " miwed 
their Idtin," to a knovdadge of the hiitray of their country. In the epidk to 
the king at Uie conclusion of tbi* woric, Ballenden panel a deaerred compliment 
upon his majesty, ha haring " dantit tills region «>d brodit the tame to ncken 
retl, gud peace and tnwquiUity ; howbeit the same could nocht be done be your 
gret baronia during your tender age ;" and alto tayt, without nuch flattery, 
"Yotir nobilland worthy deidis [vooeeds malr be natinall incUnation and acdTe 
cungo, than ony gudly permasioun of assistoi^" He aba attest* his own ^»- 
cerity, by a lecture to the king on the diflbrence botween tynnniol and jut 
(onmmeut ; irtddi, a* a curiou* apecuuen of the pro*e con^odtion of that time. 
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and alw a toMimiMiy la the enlightened and uprigiit character of Ballentyne, we 
■tudl extract into tbew pag'ei : 

" Ai Seneca layi in hit tragedeU, all ar nocht kingii that bene dothit with pur- 
pure and dredoure, but only they that aekii na ■ingulare pit^t, in dammoge of 
the coniiuoDweil] ; and la Tigilant that the hte of their lubdetia ii mair deir and 
pmcioiu to them than thair awin life. Ane tyrane lekii lidiea ; ane king sekia 
honour, conquait be virtew. Ane tyrane goreiaii bii realmii be ilauditer, dre- 
doure, and faltet; ane king gidii hii realme be prudence, integrite, and ^Tour. 
Ane tyrane luipeckii all them that hw richei, gret doaunioun, auctorite, or gret 
renti*; ane king haldis lic men for hi* maiit helply firiendia. Ane tyrane lufGi 
nana bet rane flewhourii, ricioui and wicket lymmari*, be quhaii couniall he 
rage« in ilaucfater and tyranny; ane king luffi* men «f wiadom, grSTite, and 
(cienoe ; knawing treiU that hi* gret materia maybe waill dievit be thair pru- 
dence. Treuth ii tiiot kingia and tyrannii hei mony bandii, mony ene, and 
mony mo ntemberii. Ane tyrane lela bim to be dred ; ane king to be luDet. 
Ane tyrane rejoisei lo mak hit pepill pure ; ane king to mak thame riche. 
Ane tyrane drawihia pepill to lindry fai^onea, ditcord, and hatrent; ane king 
maki peace, trsnquillite, and concord ; knawing nothing ta dammagioui ai di- 
vition amang his lubdittia. Ane tyrane confound* all diiine and humroane 
lawia ; ane king obaerrii thaima, and rejoiaei in equite and justice. All thir pro- 
perteii sal be patent, iu reding the Utj* of gud and eril kingis, in the history 
precedent." 

To hare spoken in this way to an abaolute prince ebows Ballentyne to have 
been not alh^ether a courtier. 

He aftervanis add*, in a finely impaisloDed strain : — " Quhat thing maybe 
mair plesand than to n in thii present rolume, ai in ane deir mirroure all the 
variance of tyme bygane ; the lindry diancis of fourtoiin ; the bludy fechting 
and terrible beiganii sa mony yean conlinuit, in the defence of your realm and 
liberte ; qubilk i* fallen to your bienet* with gret felidl«, howbeit the aantin 
has aftime* been ranaomit with maist nobill blude of your anteoeMoris. Quhat 
ia he that wil nocht rejoise to heir the knychlly a^ia of thay forcy campion*, 
King Robert Bruce and William Wallaoe? The first, be innatiTC deiyre to re- 
cover his realme, wet brocht to sie catamite, that mony dayis he dur«t nocht 
appeir in utht of pepill ; but amang desertia, lenu>d on rute* and berbis, in 
eaperanoe of better fortoun ; bot at Jait, be hii singulare manbeid, be come to 
dc preeminent glore, that now he ia reput the maist valyeant prince that wai 
eftir or before his empire. Hii* other, of small beginning, be Aria curage and 
oarporall strength, not only put Eii|^i*hmen out of Scotland, but all, be feir of 
his awful ritage, put Edward king of England to flicht ; and held all the hot- ■ 
den fomenoe Scotland waist." 

Ballentyne delivered a manuscript copy of bis work to the king. In the sum- 
mer of 1639, and dkout the same tiuw he appear* to have been engaged in a 
tnuulation of Idvy. The following entries in the treawirer's book give a euri- 
ouaview of the prices of literary labour, in the court of a king of those days. 

" To HaiHer Joiin Ballentyne, he dw kingis precept, for his tivnslating of the 
ChronykUl, £30. 

" 1531, Oct 1th. To Halster John Ballantyne, be tiie kingii precept, for 
his translating of the Chronidia, £30. 

" Item, Thairefter to the said Halster Johne, be the kingis oommnnd, £6. 
■> 1633, July SS. To Haister John Ballentyne, ft» ane new Chronikle gevin { 
to the kingia grace, £l^. 

" Iton, To him in part payment of the translation of Titus Lirius, £9. 
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" Aug. 91. To KbiNer John Ballentyne, in jurt paTiaent of the Mfionil 

bu!io of Titiu Liriiu, £b. 

" No*. 30. To Haitter John Ballentyne, be tbe kingii precept, for hU 

laborit dune in traulBtiiig of Line, £20. 

llw litei-ary Uboun of BnUantyoe nere itill further rewarded by his royal 
■naiter, with an appointment to ths archdeBiiery of Moray, and the Mcbeated 
property and rents of two indindiutli, who becaine wbject to the paina oFtrao- 
ion for haring u«ed inBuence with tha Pope to obtain the lame beneflee, againM 
the king's jmrilege. He wibsequenlly got a racant prelMndaryibip in the 
cathedral of Ron. Mii trandation of Bomb w«i {ointed in 1536, by Th<Hnai 
Oaridion, and hod bocome in later timet almoat unique, till a new edition waa 
published in a remarkably elegant ityle, in ISSl, by Mema Tait, Edinburgh. 
At the buhb time appeared Ihs Inuiilation of the fint two booka of Liry, which 
had nerer before been printed. The latter work leflma to haT« been carried no 
further by the tranilalor. * 

Ballentyne aeem* to haTe llTsd ha[^ily in tbe lun^ne of court farour during 
the remainder of the reign of Jamet V. The opposition which he afterwards 
presented to the reformation, brought him into such odium, that he retjred from 
hi* country in disgutt, and died at Rome, about the year ISSO. 

Ille translations of Ballentyne are characterised by a ibriking felicity of lan- 
guage, and also by a freedom that sboni bis profound acquaintance with the 
learned language upon which be wroughL His Chronicle, which closet with tbe 
reign of Jnme* 1., it rather a paraphnue than a literal translation of Boece, sn4 
pottesses in tereial respects the character of an original woric Many of tbe 
historical orron of the latter are corrected — not a Batr of hit redundanciei re- 
trenched — and his more glaring omiaioni supplied, Sereral patsagee in tbe 
work nra highly elegant, and tome detcriplians of particular incidents realA to 
something nearly akin to the sublimes Many of the works of Ballenden are 
lost — among olhen a tract on the Fytfaagoric letter, and a discourse ujion Vir- 
tue and Pleasure, He also wrote many political pieces, the most of whidi are 
lo«L 'ninse which hare reached us are principally Proam prefixed to hit piMe 
works, a species of composition not ^t to bring out the better qualities ot a 
poet; yet they exhibit the workingt of a rich and luxuriant fancy, and abound 
in lirely sallies of the imagination, lliey are generally allegtnical, and distiu- 
guiibed rather by incidental beautiea, than by the ikilful stmcture of the f^le. 
The story, indeed, it often dull, the allusions obscure, and the general scope of 
tlie piece unintelligible, iniete fiuillt, however, are pretty general characterit- 
tia of allegorical poets, and they are atoned for, in him, by tbe striking thoughts 
and the charming descriptions in which he abounds, and which, " like Ihredi of 
gold, the rich arras, beautify hit woriu quite thorow." 

BALNAVfB, Hekky, of Halhill, an eminent lay reformer, and also a prote- 
writer of tome eminence, was bom of poor paronia in the town of Kjrkaldy. 
After on academical course at St Andrews, he trarelled to the continent, and, 
bearing of a free school in Cologne, procured admission to it, and received a U 
beral education, together with inttmction in protostant principles. Retumii^ 
to his native country, ha applied himself to tbe aUidy of law, and acted for some 
time as a procurator at St Andrews. In the year 1 539, he wna appointed by 
James V. a tenUcv of tiie college of JuiUce, a court only inttituted five yeus be- 
fore. Notwithstanding the jealousy of the clergy, who hated him on account of hit 
religious sentimenia, he wat employed on important embassie* by James V., and 
Bubaequenlly by the goremor Anaa, during the first put of whose i^ency he 
acted as secretary of ttats. Haring at length mode an open profession of (he 
Protettant religion, he was, at the instigation of Arran's brother, the Abbot of 
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Pauley, dianuMed fimn that utuation. Ha now oppesn to hare entarad into itra 
iDtereiU of lb* E^liih party against tlie goTBrnra', and accordingly, willi tlu 
Earl of BoUiM and Lord Gray, wai thrown into Blacknen Caitia (NoTamber 
IMS), where lt« probably remained till relisTed next year, on tb« appearance ot 
the Eiiglidi fleet in the Fiitfa of Forth. Tbeniimuch raston tobeliere that thit 
sincere and pioui man wa* privy to the oonipiracy formed agaiiut the life of Car- 
duial Beaton; an action certainly not the bri^test in the page of Soottiih his- 
tory, but of vrhidi it ii not too mudi to lay, tliat it might hare beeD leMdeferai- 
ble if its motiTe had not been an irregular kind of patriotim. Balnarei, though 
he did not appear among the actual perpetraton of the anaMination, aoon after 
joined them in the caalle of St Andiewi, which they held out againit the gover- 
nor. He wai conaeguently declared a traitor and escommunicated. His prin- 
cipal employinent In die Mrrice of the oonipirBtan aeemt to hare been that of 
an ambaMadw to the Engliih court. In February 1546-7, he obtained fiwii 
Henry VUL atubaidy of £ll90, beaidea a quantity of proTiaiona, f(a hii ccm* 
patrioU, and a penaion «f £13$ to fauMelf, nhieh was to run from the SSth 
of March. On the IStb of this latter month, he had become bound tlong wilh 
hii friends, to deliver up Queen Mary, and alao the caUle of St Andrewa. into 
the faanda of the EogVth ; and, in May, he obtained a further sum of £300. 
While residing in the castle, ha was iMtmraeDtol, along with Mr John Roi^h 
and Sir David Linduy of die Mount, in prevailing upon Jotia Knox to preadi 
publicly in St Andrews — the first regular ministration in the reformed religion 
inScotUnd. 

When the dander* of the caitle lunendered in August, Balnovei ihaivd in 
their late, along with Knox, and many other eminent persons. He was conveyed 
lo the castle of Rouen in France, and there oconmitted to doae confinemenL 
Yet he itill found oocaaional opportunities to communicate with his friend Knox. 
Having employed himself, during his solitary hours, in composing a Treatise on 
Justification, he conveyed it to the reformer, who was mo much pleased with it, 
that he divided it into chaplen, added Miae marginal notes and a concise epi- 
tome of its content*, and prefixed a commendatory dedication, intending that it 
should be published in Scotland as soon as opportunity olfmvd. This worit fell 
aside for s<»ie yean, but, oiler Knox's death, was discovered in the house of Or- 
ntiston by Richard Bonnatyne, and was published at Edinburgh, in ISSl, under 
the title of " The Confeaiion of Faith, conCaining, how the troubled man should 
seek refuge at his Qod, thet«to led by Faith ; 8tc, Compiled by M. Henrie Bal- 
navee of Halbill, one of the Lords of Session and cotiniell of Scotland, being aa 
prisoner within the old paUaioe of Roane, in the year of our Lord, 1648. Di- 
rect to his fiuthful brethren being in like trouble or more, end to all true profes- 
sors and lavourers of the syncere worde of God." Or M'Crie has given some 
exbacts from this work in his Life of John Kno% AlW hi) return from ban- 
ishment, Balnaves to<^ a bold and conspicuous part in the conlcat carried on by 
the lords of the congregation against the Regent Mary. He wa* one of the 
comndssioneis, who, in February, 1659-60, settkdthe treaty at Berwick, between 
(he former iiuurgent body and the Queen of England, in consequence of which 
the SootUsh reformation was finally established, through aid trxaa a country al- 
ways heretofore the bitterest enemy of ScodaniL In 1563, he was re-appointed 
to the bench, and also nominated as one of the coimniMionet* for reriung the 
Book of ffiscipline. He acted some yean later, along with Buchanan and others, 
as counsellors to the Earl of Hurray, in the celebrated inquiry by English and 
Scottish conuoisaioners into the alleged guilt of Queen Mary. He died, aoconl- 
ing b> Mackenzie, in 1679. 

" In his Treatise upon JusUficatlon," says the latter authority, " lie affirms thnt 
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the juABoriion .poken of by St Judm {■ different from that ™ken of by St 
i-aul : For the juitificatign by gooA work., which St Janrn ipeBk* of, onl* jugti- 
Sm u. before man ; but the jiwiBcatioo by feilh, whidi St P«ul ipoak, of. iiuti. 
fie. ui before God : And that all, ,e» eren the bwt of our good worki. an but 
HIM before God." o —t <. 

" And," addi Hftck«iizi«, willi true Jacobite «ana»ra, " whatorer may be in thb 
dodnno of our author^ I think \m may grant to him that the moat of aU hi« 
actioni which he Talued hinwOf upon, and reckoned p>od work., hw« reallv 
ffmat and hcinmu tint before Qod, for no p>od man will jurtily nbellioa and 
murder." 

Without entering into the coDtroTCiuei inrohed by this propoiitioD, either at 
to the death of Cardinal Beaton, w the accuutioni agaiiut Queen Mary, we may 
content ounelrei with quoting the opinloo eDtertained of BalnaTS* by the good 
and moderate IHelnlls ; he wa», according to tbii writer, " a godly, learned, 
»ri»e, and long experimented counMillor." 'A poem' by BalnaTOt, entitled, 
" An adrice to headstrong Youth," ia lelected from Banaatyae'i manuierint into 
the Erergreen. 

BANNATYNE, Ghobob, takei hij title to a place in tliii worit from a «ouroe 
of lame partidpaled by no other indiridual within the rang« of Scottiab biogra- 
phy ; it i« to thii perMin that we are indebted for the preserretion of neariy all 
the produdiona of the Scottish poets of the Gfteenth and nxteenlh centuriea. 
Though the wrricei be haa thus rendered to hii country were in some meanue 
the result of acddent, yet it is also erident that, if he had not been a penon of 
eminent literary taste, and also partly a poet himself, we should nerer hare had 
to celebrate him a» a collector of poetry. The cotnpound claim which he has 
thus ertablished to our notice, and the curious antique picture whid is presented 
to our eye by eren the little that is known regarding hii character and punuita, 
will, it is hoped, amply justify his adminion into this gallery of eminent 
Scotsmen. 

George Bannatyne was bom in an eleraled rank of society. His father, 
James Bannatyne, of the Eirktown of Newtyle, in the county of Forfnr, wsi a 
writer in Eflinbui|^ at a time when that profession must hare been one of •ome 
distinction and rarity ; and he was probably the person alluded to by Robert 
Semple, in " He Defens of Grissell Sondylands :" — 
* For man of law 1 wall not qubarr to Iuk« ; 
James Bannalyna was anis a man of tkiU.'' 
It also appean that James Bannatyne held the office of Tibiti.iii to the Lords <tf 
Session, in which office his eldest son (afterwards a Lord of Council and Senion) 
was conjoined with him as successor, by royal precept dated Hay S, 1G83. 
James Bannatyne is further ascertained to hare been connected with the very 
sndent and respectable family of Bannschtyne, or Bannatyne of Camys, [now 
Kames] in the island of Bute. Ho was the father, by his wife EAlbaiine Tail- 
liefer, of twenly-lhree children, nine of whom, who surrived at the time of hit 
'leath, in 1663, were " weill, and sufficiently piorydit be him, under God." 

George Bannatyne, the seventh child of his parenta, was bom on the 3Snd 
day of February, 1 MS, and was bred up to trade.' It ia, howerer, quite uncer- 

1 In B memoir of G«orgs Banusljuc, by Sfr Walter Srott, preflied to a collection of me- 
inorsblUs rsgardins him, which bu been printed for the Bannatyna Ciub, tt is Eoppoeed 
Lhat ha nas not early engaged in builnris. Bui this auppoution leemi only to net on an 
uiicertaiii inference from a piissiga in George Bannsijme'e ■■ Memoriall Buili," where it \t 
mantionrd that Katharine TBiliiefer, U her daalb In 1670, ieH behind her eieren children, 
of whom eight were as yet 'unputto proSelt." On a careful inioectian of [lie family do. 
Ucea In this " memoriBll bulk," it appean ai likely that George himself was one of those 
alrtady " put to proBeil " as otherwise, more espedally considering thai he was then twenty- 
fi*a n>ar* of anei >- a 
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laiB at what tiine ba bagan to be Bofagod in buuiHM on iua own aecount, m 
wbotlnr ba apaat hi* yoirtfa in budnea or not Judging, bowerar, h tbe world 
ta *pt U jndg«, wa dioald wppoM, firom bii toKe tar poetiy, and hii having been 
a writer «f verwi hinari^ that be wo* at leatt no nalou* iqiplkant to any com- 
mercial punuiL Two poemi of hii, written before tbe age of tweoty-thred, are 
Aill of wdent though eonoeited offbctioD to««rd« nme fair mlitrtHi, whom he 
doMvibei ia Ae moat exbttTagantly ooniplimentarj tema. It ia alio to be «up- 
poaad that, at thia age, even tlMugh obliged to le^ some arauaement during a 
ti^ «r uuuiiMM) lecluilon, be ooidd not bawe found the meani to collect, ot 
tbe taate to execute, ludi a iiia« of poetry a« that which bean hit name, 
ff be bad not pnvlouly been dmoat enlinly abandoned to tfaii particular pur- 
auit At tbe MOW time, tbwe ia nme reaoon to luppoaa Aat be wa« not allo- 
getber an idle young man, fiten up to rain bndea, from the two ftnt linea ot 
hii valedictory addiea at the end of hi* eoUection : 

" Hdr gndb this Bulk wriuin in lyme of pM, 
Qohen we/m lalmr mi campel'd a> niW." 
Of the tranaactioa on whidi tbe iriiole fame of George Bannatyne reata, we gire 
the following interetting account from tbe Memoir jiut quoted: — 

" It !■ leldom that the toil* of the onaoueniU are in tbemaelrea inlereiting 
or that, CTBD while eiyoyiog the adTSoti^es of the poor aoKbe'a labour, wa are 
diipoeed to allow him the merit of mora Ihoo mere mechanical drudgery. But 
In the compilation of George Banoatyne'i manuicript, there are partieulan 
which riret our attention on Oia wtiter, and raise him from a humble oopyiat 
into a natioDal benefactor. 

" BaDuatyne'a Manuicript ia in a folio farm, containing upwaida of eight 
hundred page*, rery neatly and cloaely written, and deaigned, ai baa been sup- 
poeed, to be teat tg the preaai The labour of compiling lo rich a collection wa« 
undertaken by the author during tbe dme of peitilenoe, in the year 156 8, 
when the dread of infection oompelled men ta foraake their uiual employmenta, 
whidi could not be conducted without admitting tbe crdinarj promiicuoui inter- 
coune between man and bii kindred men. 

" Id Ihia dreadful period, when hundred^ finding tbenaelTea aurrDunded by 
danger and death, renounced all care aare that of leUith precaution for their 
own aafety, and all tbouglita sare i^ prehennom of infection, George Bannatyoa 
had the oourageoua energy to fbna and execute the plan of laring the literature 
of a whole nation ; and, undiiturbed by tbe uniraraal mourning for the dead, 
and general fears of tbe llring, to derote binuelf to the taik of collecting and 
teoording the triumph* of human geniua ; — ibua, amid the wredc of all tbot wta 
mortal, emplo^ng himself in preeerring the layi by which immortality is at onca 
glren to others, and obtained for the writer himself Hi* task, he informs us, 
had It* (Ufficultles ; for he complains that be had, eren in his time, to contend 
with the disadranti^ of cople* old, maimed, and mutilated, and iriiidi long 
before our day must, but for this faithful transoiber, hare perished entirely. 
Tbe rery labour of [»ocuring the original* of the works wbidi ha transcribed, 
mu*t hare been attended with mudi trouble and some risk, at a time when all 
the usual intercourse of life was *u*pend«d, and when we can oonceire that eren 
to simple a eircumatanoe a* the bonowing and lending a book of ballad*, wa* 
accosnpanied with toiaa doubt and apprehension, and that probably Ilia suspected 
TOlmne wa* lubjected to flunlgation, aiid tbe precaution* uaed in quarantine.* 

■ With defsrmce to Sir Waltsr, wa would luggnt tliat the ■usptcion ander which booiii 
ut alwrnya bsM at a Urn* of p«*dl«no», an a maani of conTsvIng th« Infection, glTes gml 
raason Id soDpoH that George BamiMyna had praTiousIy collacted his original nanuMrlMs, 
and only took this DDwrtuniV of Iruncribing tliiim. Th« writing of sight hundrud toUo 
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" Ip the raign of Jbibm IV. and V., iIm fm» arti, u thay awslcuiMl in odter 



eneouTBged by botfa <if Ibow twcotnpliihed lOTenigiM ; sad paato; abon all, 
■eeuM to hsT* been highly valued it the Scottiih court. Tbe Kii^ v( Boothad, 
who, in p<Hiit of power, leem i to hara boen KtCle mon llian the fint bama of 
hh kingdom, held a free and mony eotnt, ia which poetry and Mtire aeam to 
haTB had unlimitMl range, «*•« where their riiafii ghnoed od loyalty t1*at£ 
The otwaequence of tbi* general encomagmMiit wai the producttCM of nuioh 
poetry of rarioua kiifda, and eonoeraiog mrioua panooi, wUdi the dutow exav- 
tioDi of the Soottiah prew eould not coovey to the public, or irtiu^ if printad 
at all, exlMed only in limited edilioni, wfaldt looo aunk to the rarity of maa»- 
■a^pta. There wai theiefoia an anple mine out of idiiefa Bannatyne made hia 
compiladon, with the intention, doubtleai, of putting the Lays of the Maken out 
of the reach of obliTion, by Hibjecting the colletXion to the pren. But the bloody 
wan of Queen Mary'i time ' made that no period for literary adrenture ; and 
the tendency of the nibsequent age to pdemieal diacunlon, diaoouraged lighter 
and gayer studiea There it, themfoi^ Httle doubt, that had Bannatyne lired 
later than he did, or had he been a man of leaa taate In leleetirig bii matwiab, 
a great proportion of the poetry contained in his relnme muit have been lost to 
poaterity ; and, if the stodt of northern literature had been diialaEabed only by 
the loH of such of Dunbar> piece* at Bannatyne^ MaDUBcript containa, the da- 
mage to poaterity would bore been Infinite." 

The peitilence whi<^ cauwd Bannatyne to go ]b1« retirement, cMnmeooed at 
Edinburgh upon the 6th of September, 1S68, being introduced by a merdiant 
of the name of Dalgleiah. We hare, how«*er, no eridenoe to jwore that Ban- 
natyne icaided at thia time in the capital. We know, from hit own infcawa- 
tjon, that be wrote hia manuacript during the aubaequent BMHitha trf Oetober, 
Norember, and December; whidi might olmeat aeem to hnply that he had lived 
in aonie other town, to which the peatilenee only extended at the end of Ae 
iponth in whkh it appeared in Edinburgh. Leaving ihia in unoolointy, It ia 
not pfshapa too roudT to auppoae that he mi^t hare adopted thia meani ol 
ipending his time ofseclnsiofl, tWm the flditioua example held out by Boocado, 
who nprewnia the lalea of Mi DeeaiaeroD aa harii^ been UAA for mutual amnae- 
ment, by a company of penona who had retired to the country to eacape the 
plaguA. A person lo eminently acquainted with the poetry of )ua own oountty, 
might well be familiar with the kindred worii of that illuatrioua Italiaih 

The ftw remaining facta of George Bannatyne'alifo, which bare been gathered 
up by the industry of Sir Waller Scott, may be brieOy related. In IGTS, be 
was provided with a tenement in the town of Leitb, by a gift from his Ather. 
Thit would aeem to imply that he waa henceferward, at leaat, engaged in buai- 
ness, and resided either in Edinburgh or at ila neighbouring porL It waa not, how- 
ever, till the 9Ttb of October, 1687, that, being then in hia fotty-lhird year, be 
waa admitted in due and competent fenn to the privileges tf a merchant and 
ginM-biother of the raty of Edinbugh. » We have do means of knowing what 
branch of traffic Ooovge Bannatyne chiefly exercised ; it la probable that, as 
usual in a Seottidi burgh, hia commerce waa genwal and nusoeUaneoui. We 

aea in the CDivrul aiiil tnlricala style of califraplty then procUnd, appean a suffiikirttaak 
iMlf fur Ihim montl)^ vrittiDUt luppoalng tb&t any part of ibe time wu ipcnt in collect. 
iiig niinuBciipts. And henu ne nee tlis greater rsRaon for aoppoalng that ■ lugi part of 
■he auentioti of Geoig s BuniiBtyiiB bafore his Iwsnty-tklid year was davolad to Doittlsll 
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hare reaton to know Hut It ww (ucmnflil, m w« find him in s Avr yean po>- 
MHed of a cooriderable atpiUX, the time being coniideced, wbiiji he employed 
lo advantage in Tsrioi> money-lendiD|r tramoctioiu. It muU not be forgot that 
Ihe penal lam of the CntboUc period pronounoed all direct tAking- of interest 
upon money, t« be uuiriout and illegal Then denimciationi did not deaeaie 
the deiire of ihe wealthy to derire (ome profit from their capital, or diuinith "^ 
neoettity of the embammed landJiolder who wiihed to borrow money. 1 
mjtoal interest of the partiee MJf^«ded Tarioui eTuiou of the law, of whidi the 
meat common mu, that the capitaliit •dTUiced to hij debtor the lum wiuled, a» 
Ihe pnoe of a coiretponding annuity, payable out of the landf and tenement! of 
Ihe debtor, which annuity waa rendered redeemable upon the add debtor repay- 
ing the Hun adTonced. The moneyed man of thoM days, therefore, imitated the 
conduct imputed to the Jewiah pobiaK^ by Shylock. They did not take 

tntrrBst — not tis you would my 

Directly Interest, 
but they retained payment of an annuity m long as the debtor retained tlie use 
of their capital, yAicb came to much the lame tlung. A specie* of tnuwoction 
waa contrived, at affiirding a conreniept mode of securing the lender^ money. 
Our reeeoiches havo diicovered that Geoige Bannotyae had sufficient fiiDds to 
enter into Torioni transactioni of this kind, in the capacity of lender; and, ai 
we have no reason to wjppose that he profited unfairly by the neceoitiei of the 
other party, he cannot be blamed for having recoune to the ordinary expedi- 
enta, to avoid the penalty of an absurd law, and accomplish a Ihir transaction, 
dictated by mutual expediency." 

Bonnatyne, about the same time that he became a burgess of Edinburgh, ap- 
pears to hare married his spouse, Isobel Mawclian [apparently identical with the 
modern name MaugKari], who wa* the relict of Bailie William Nisbett, and m 
hare been about forty years of age at the time of her second nuptiali, supposing 
ISSQ to be the date of that event, which is only probable from the succeeding 
year having produced her first child by Bniinatyne. llui child was a daughter^ 
by name Janet, or Jonet; she was bom on tlie 3rd of ■May, 1&S7. A son, 
Jtunes, bom on the 6th of September, 1589, and who died young, completes the 
sum of Bannatyne's family. The fitther of Bannatyne died in the year 1693, 
and was succeeded in his estate of Newtyle, by his eldest living son, Thomas, 
who becRine one of the Lords of Session by that designation, an appointment 
which fonni an additional voudier for the general respectability of the family. 
George Bannatyne was, on the 37tli of August, 1603, deprived of hi* afftctionale 
helpmate, Isobel Mawchau, at the age of fifty-aeven. She had lived, according 
to her husband's " MemoriaU," *' a godly, honourable, and rirtuous lifb ; waa a 
wise, honest, and true matron, and departed in the Lord, in a peaoefiil and 

Goorge Bannatyne himself deoaaaed ptevtotii to the year 1S08, leaving only 
•ne child, Janet, who had, in 1603, been married to George Foulia of Woodhall 
and Rarelstone, second ton of James Foulis of Gilingtoun. His valuable col- 
lection of Scottish poetry was preserved in his daughter's family till 1713, when 
his great-grandson, William Poulii of Woodhall, bestowed it upon Ihe Honounble 
William Cannichael of Skirling, advocate, I^other to Ihe Eari of Hyndford, a 
gentleman who appears to hare had an eminent taste for such monuments of 
antiquity. While in the poawssion of Mr Carmichael, it was borrowed by Allan 
Ramsay, riw selected from iu page* the matariab of his popular collection, 
styled, "The Evergreed." Lord Hallea, in 1770, published a secord and moiv 
correct selection Crom the Bannatyne Manuscript ; and the venerable tome wna 
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tn 1T72, by tha libaiaUty of John, third Eari of Uyndfonl, depodtod in Iba 
Adnxjatoi' Library at Edinburgh, wber« it itiU laaaiBi. 

We ban already alluded to Gimn^ Bannatyne u a poet; and it remaina ts 
b« (bown in what degree he wai enUtled to that deeignation. To tell the truth, 
hit TeiHw diiplay little, in thought or imagery, that could be expected to intereal 
the {ffeient genenUion ; neither ma bo peibape s rernfier of great repute, eren 
In hi* own time. Ha aeem* to hav* belonged to a don rrry numeroui in pri- 
TOta life, lAo are eminently opable of enjoying poetry, and pooeM, to appear- 
ance, all the Mmibilitlei which are nemMary to ila prodiuXion ; but, wanting the 
actire or ireatiTe power, rarely yield to the temptation of writing rene, without 
a dgnal defeat Sudi periont, of whom George Bonnatyne wai certainly one, 
may be aaid to hare nc^a^Te, but not poiitiTe poetry. A« it leema but fair, 
howsrer, that he irho hai done ao mudi to bring the poetry of otben before the 
world, thould not haro hia own altt^lher oonlined to tbe lolitude of manuKript, 
or the UDobvioua print of hia own bibliographical society, we aubjoin a ipedman 
fh>iB one of tbe very few piece* whi«h bare come down to our own time. Tbe 
t«nea whidi fallow are the quaint, but diaractwistic ooacliuion of a lonnet to 
Ida miatren' eyebrow. It i> ludicrou* to obearre theology pi«Med by the *•- 
nerable rfaymeder into the aerrice of lore. 

■>N>tliiiigDrrychIIuk,my Lady bir. 

But otfre win and msrcy ma to nif j 
Your irill ii your awln, u rea»un wtild it ware, 

Thalrfolr otgnae, and Doeht of rychC I cralt 

Of you nuTcy, u ytt wald mercy haJf 
Off God our Lord, quholi marcyit Infonait 

Gob beroire all h<9 workii, wa may peraalf. 
To thama quhoIi hondia wllli msn^y ar replsiL 

ITow to owKluda with wordii ccmpendloui j 

Wald Ood my tong wald to my nUl reapand. 
And elk my ipalch irai m faeandioiu. 

That I waa full of raChDra tarmyi jocond I 

Tlianguld my Infe at moir length be exponed. 
Than my cunnying can to you heir dsclair ; 

For tkl* my ilyla Inoniatly compond, 
Eichangi my pen your etrl* to trubl* malr. 
Ou to my deir with hummill rarerence. 

Thou bony bill, both rude and Imparftyta ; 
Go, nocht will forgit flatlary to her prtaepee^ 

A> I* Df blaat the Gustoma uas and ryta; 

CauM me nocht Bxn that avir I the indytOk 
Ka TTm my tiavell, turning all tn rane ; 

Bot with ane fUthfull taairt. In word and wryta, 
Dadair my mind and bring ma Joy agana. 



It only remaina to be mentioned that the name of Oeovge BaiUMtyiM ha* fieen 
a|>propriatoly adopted by a company of Scottiib literary antiquaiiaa, intefealed, 
like him, tn the preaerration of *uch onriou* niem<Kiala of the taito of ps*t ngea. 
aa well *■ audi monumenta of blAny, a* might otherwiie run tbe hazard of total 
perdition, 

BARBOUR, JoEH, a name of wbidi Beodand ha* juit occarion to be proud, 
waa ArehdMCon of Aberdeen in tbe later part of thefourtaenth century. There 
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hu be«n mudi idle controT«n]r h to the d«t« of hii birth ; while aD tbkt is 
known with hiMoric certainty, WMf b« related in a lingje wntenee. Aa be ww 
an ardideacon in 1357, and ai, b j the canon law, no man, without a diipetaa- 
tioD, can attain that tank under the afe of twenty'iiTe, he wa* pnibably bom be- 
foie the y«ai 1333. There ia conaderable iirobability that he wa* shore the 
age of twenty-fiTe in 1357, for not only ii that dale not mentioned aa the year 
of bia attaiaiMg the rank of archdeacon, but in the lame year lie ia found exer- 
ciaing a rery important political tmat, which w« can icaroely oippoae to bare been 
confided to a man of tlendar age, or acanty experience. Tfaii wai the duty of 
a commiHioner from the Biihop of Aberdeen, to meet with other commiaaooen 
at Edinburgh, coacemiag the ranaam of David II., who wai tlieii a priaODer iu 
England. 

Aa to the parentage or birtb-plaoe of Barbour, we hare only aimilar conjec- 
ture!. Beiide* the probabiUty of hia baring been a native of the dittrict in 
which he aftarwarda obtained higfa clerical rank, it can be abown that there wen 
iudiriduala of hia name, in aad about tbe town of Aberdeen, who migbt have 
been bii father. Thui, in 1309, Robert Bmce granted a cluurterto Bo6art Bar- 
tour, "of the lands of Cmigie, within the ibirefdom of ForlJU', quhilk w 
were Joauuia de Boliolo." There ia alio mention, in the Index of C 
of a tenement in the Caati»4treet of Aberdeen, wbidi, at a period i 
antecedent to 1360, belonged to Andreie BarioitT. The Dane, wfaidi appean 
to hBTe been one of that numeroua rIbm derired from b^ei, u abo fbund in per- 
toni of tbe aame era, who were connected with the louthera paria of Sootland. 

In attempting tbe biography of an indiTidual who lived four (w fire centuriei 
ago, and whoae life wax CMumemorated by no conlemporary, all that can be ex- 
pected ia a few unoonoected, and pei^p* not very interetting bet*. It ii 
already eRabliihed that Barbour, in 1357, wai Archdeacon of the cathedral of 
Aberdeen, and fulfilled a high truit impoaed upon him by hia biihop. It ii 
equally aacertoined that, in the nme year, he trarelled, with three icbolan in 
hia company, to Oxford, Av purpoaea connected with atudy. A aafe-oonduct 
granted to him by Edward IIL, August 93d, at the requeat of Darid IL, conreyi 
this informatioD in the following term : " Veniendo, cum tribui Kholaribin in 
comitiva aua, in r^;num nodrum AngUie, cauaa Kudendi in uniTenitate Oxoniee 
et ibidem actof acbolaaticos exercendo, morando, exinde in Sootiam ad propria 
redeundo." It might hare been auppoaed that Barbour only officiated in thii 
expedition ai tutor to tbe Ihrae acholan ; but that he wai hinnelf bent on rtudy 
at the UDiTeiaity, ia pored by a aecond aafb^oonduct, granted by the aame mon- 
arch, November 6th, 1S64. in the following terna : " To MaMer John Barbour, 
Archdeacon of Aberdeen, with four knighla (equitu), C4»ning from Scotland, 
by land or aea, into England, to itudy at Oxford, ot elsewhere, aa /u may 
think proper." As alao from a third, .bearing dote November 30th, 1368, "To 
iVIaster Jobn Baibour, with two roleU and two hwwM, to come into Eng- 
land, and travel through the aanta, to tbe ether douiaiona of the king, venus 
Pranciam, eauta ttudiendi, and of returning ^^n." It would thua appear that 
Barbour, even after that he had attained a high eccleuastical dignity, found it 
Agreeable or necessary to spend several winter* at Oxford in study. When we 
recollect that at this time there was no university in Scotland, and that a man of 
sucb literary habila ai Barbour could not tail to find himself at a lo« even for 
the use of a library in hia native country, we are not to wonder at his occaaional 
pilgrimages to the iUustrioua shrine of learning on the bank* of the Ua. Or 
the lath of October, 1635, he received another aafe-conduct from Edward IIL, 
peimiuJng him " to come into England and travel throughout that kingdom, 
cum tex sodi* niia equitibus, usque Sanctum Dionisium \" L a. with six knights 
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In conpanjr, to St DenU in Franca. Such alight DodcM tuggett curiotu and In- 
tenstiug riem of tbe muuMii of that Mriy time, W« ore to undentuid fivn 
thun, that Bai1»our alwsyi tnrelled in » veiy dignified maiiDer, being aometinwe 
attended by four knight* and lomatimei by no fewer than tix, or at leoa^ by two 
mounted Mrranta. A man accuatomed to aucb Kate miglkt be tfae better abk 
to compou a chiTaLrom epic like " the Bruce." 

Tbere ii no other aalbentic document regarding Baibour till the year 1373, 
when hij natne i^peara in the Hit of Auditor! of Exchequer for that year, being 
then deacribed u " Clericui Frobationii donua douini noetri Begia ;" i. e. ap- 
parently — Anditor of the oomptroller'f acoounta for (he royal houaehold. Thia, 
liowerer, ii too obacure and lolitary an authority to enable u* to conclude that 
he bore an oflice under the lung. Hume of Godiooft, apeaking ot " the Bruce'* 
book," tay* : " Ai I am informed, the book waa penned by a man of good know- 
ledge and learning, named Matter John Barbour, Arcbdeaooo of Aboileene, foi 
iritidi woik he had a yearly pention out of the exchequer during hia life, whid> 
he gave to the hMpitail of that towne, and to whidi it i* allowed and paid (till 
in DUX dayea."' This fact, that a penakin vra* given him for mitiDg hit book, 
ii authenticated by an unqueationable document In the Botuli BaUirorum Bm^ 
gi de Aberdooia for 1471, the entry of the diadiaige for Ihia royal donation 
bean that it waa esprenly given " for the compilation of the book of the Deeda 
of King Bobert the First," referring to a pries atatement of thia circunutance in 
the nutre ancieat rolla : — " Et Decano et Capitulo Abirdonenai penapienti ao- 
nuatim riginti aolidoi pro anniTenario quondam Mafpitri Johannta Baiberi, pro 
oompilatione libri ge*torum Regia Bobeiti primi, ut patet in antiquii Rotulia de 
anno Compott, xx. a." TUe firat notice we hare of Baibour receiving a penaion 
la dated February 18th, 1390 ; and although thia period wa* only about two 
monlha before the death of Bobert the Second, it appeaii from the roll* that to 
that monarch tbe poet waa indebted for the faTour. In tbe roll for April S6th, 
1398, thia language oocura : — " Quam recolendie memorie quondam dominu* 
Hobertua aecundua, rex Scottorum, dedit, oooceiiit, et carta ma oonfimiaTit quon- 
dam Johanni Barbara archediaoono Aberdonenai," &c. — In the roll dated June 
Sd, 1181, the worda are Iheae : — " Decano et capitulo ecdenie cathedralit Aber- 
dunenria perdpientibui aonuatim riginti lolidos de firmia dicti biugi pro anni- 
Tenario quondam magiatri Johannia Bazbar pro compiladone libri de geitia 
Begta Roberti Brwiae, ex concenione regia Roberti aecundi, in plenam aolucionero 
dicte penaionia," &c. Barbour'a penaion coniiated of £10 Scota ftom the cua- 
toma of Aberdeen, and of 30 ahillinga from the rent* or banow-^iiaik of tbe 
tame city. The fint aum waa limited to " the life of Bari>our ;" the other to 
" hi* aaaignee* whoimoerer, although he diould hare aaaigned it in the way of 
mortification." Hume of Godacroft and other* are in a mittake In auppoaing 
that he appropriated Ihia ium to an boapital (for it appears from the aocounta 
of the great chamberlain that he left it to the chapter ol the cathedral diurdi of 
Aberdeen, for the exprea* purpose of baring maaa aaid for hi* tou] onnuallj 
after hit decease : " lliat the dean and canon* of Aberdeen, for the time being, 
alao the chapter and other mioiateni officiating at the same time in the aaid 
church, shall annually for erer solemnly oelebnde once in Ae year an onnirer- 
•ory for thesoulof Ihetaid umquhile John." Barbour'* anniTorsary, it is supposed 
continued till the reformation ; and then the sum allowed for it nrerted to the 

AU that is further known of Bafbour ia, that be died toward* the cloae of 1 395. 
This appears from the Chartulary of Aberdeen, and it ia the last year in whidi 
the payment of bia pension of XlO stand* on the record. 
> Hbtoiy of the Douglanci. 
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"'Die Bruce," nfaich Barbour hiiOMlf infonoi u« be wrula in the yoar 1375, 
i« a mMrical hbtory of Rob«rt ths Pint — hii ezertiont and oduevemsDU tor the 
neortirj of tbe indepeodenoe of Scotland, and the principal tnuuuutioiM of hii 
roign. A* Biibour flouririied in the age immediilely foUotring that of hi< hero, 
b* mart hare enjojfvd the adTantagv of hearing from eye-witnenei narratiTe* of 
the «rar of libei^. M » hiattny, hi* vioric ii of good authority ; he hinuelf 
biMiii of its Moothfarlnat ; and tbe umple and str^gfalrforwaid twf in which 
the it4>ry ii told goea to indicate ile general veradty. Although, however, tba 
object of the author wa* mainly to giro a lOothfaH history of the lifi> and tcao- 
•aetion* of Robert the Bnioe, die work it fer inaa being deidtute of poetical 
feeling or riiytbmical iweetneM and harmony. Tbe krfty lentinMntt and vivid 
dMcriptioni with whidi it abounds, prore the author to bare been fitted by feeling 
andby principle, ai well as by lituation, for the taik which he undertook. Hit 
genius has lent truth all the «bamu that are usually luppoeed to belong to Betion. 
Tbe horron of war are toftened by itrokei of tenderneai that make ui equally 
in lore with tbe bero and the poet In battle painting, Barbour is eminent : 
the battle of Btanockhum is desoibed with a minutenesc, (pirit, and ierrency, 
worthy of die day. Tbe following ii a part of the deMriptioo of that noble en- 
fagement, and presenli a striking picture of a mortal OMnbat before the intro- 
duotion of gunpowder mode warfare leai a matter of brute forcx. 

Htth wapynya stalirart of stale 

Tlwy dang upon, with all thoit mycbt. 

Their hyis renwyt wele, Ik hycfat. 

With sirerdia, «p«rls, and witb mas* 
, The batUi]1 tbair ta feloan was. 

And svra lycht rplUing of blud^ 

That on the grd the iloiusli Rud. 

Tba ScottamsD la viaiJl thalm bar, 

And awa gr«t alnuchter maid thai thar. 

And In m Tela tbn lyrit rawyt, 

That all IhB feU bludy was Inryt, 
Thai tyma thtr (hra bataiUa war. 

All ayd be ayd, feclituid well) ner, 

nar mycht man her mony dhit. 

And w^iynys apon armun stynt, 

And sa lunibla kaj^hu and Bt«d% 

And mony rych and reals wsd& 
Dafaullyt foully undra fete. 
Sum held on loft ; sum tynC the inaL 
A tang qublll tbna fecbtand th^ war ; 
That man na noyla mycbt her tbair; 
Men hnrd noucbl, hut granya, end djnii 
That flew ^r, as man flayla on flyiilfc 
Thai bucbt llkane sa egrely. 
That thai maid na noyls na cry. 
But dang on othyr at thalt mycht, 
With wapnys that war bumyst brycht 

WhaJT mychl man w men felly fydil. 
And men, that worthy wur and wydUt 
Uo mony worthy waaaaltaga. 
Whai tkucbt as thai war Id a raga. 
For quben the Scotts archery 
Saw thair tKyla aa sturdaly 



.y Google 



lOHN BAfiBOUK. 137 

Suad Into bulaUl tham agayiia t 

With all thilr mycbl, and ell tbalrmayna. 

Thai layid on, u men out off wyt 

And quiiar Qiai, nitb full >lrak, mjctat b;^ 

Tbar mycht na annur itynt thair atak. 

Thai to fruchyt that thai mychl diiHbL. 

And wllh aji inch duschca gsTO, 

That thai helmyi, and hedi, claTs. 

And th^r fkyi* rjchl bardely 

Met thalm, and dung on tbem doachtal^, 

With wapyngt that war Blylb offttols. 

Thar wet the bataill (trekyt nsilL 

Sa gm dyn that waa off dynls, 

Ai irapfsgi apoD annur Hynlai 

And off Bpera sa gret breating ; 

And ale Ihnuig; and aia tbryUJng ; 

Sic gymingigTsnj'ngi and aa gr«t 

A noyia, ai Ihal gaii othyr belt I 

And ensanyeya on ilka aid i 

Oevnnd, and lakand, irounda w)d ; 

That it wea hldwyaa for to her— Boot iHi. Jl U & 138. 

The apoatropbe to FMedom, after the punful dewsiptiou of the ilurery tn 
which Svothmd via» reduced by Edmrd, ii in a «tyle of poetical feeling Tsry 
uncommon in that aod nuwy sub^quent ages, and hat boen quoted with faigli 
praisa by (he moat dtatinguiihed Siuttiah hiitoriani and critics : — 

A 1 rrodome la a nobilt thing I 

Fradoma mayia man to h^ff liUngl 

Fredomo all aolaceto man gifflai 

He lory* at ase tliat trely IsTya ! 

A noUe hart may haiff nane na, 

Na ellyi nochl that may him pleaa, 

GyflAedomebilytha: ibr Tra liking 

la yeamyt our all othit thing 

Na ha, that ay hase leiyl tn. 

May nochl knaw welll tha propyrte. 

The angyr, na the wrechyt dome, 
' That la cowplyt to fouls thyrldoroe. 

Bot gyff he had aasaylt it. 

Than all perquar he luld it iryl ; 

And auld think fradoma mar to pryaa 

Than all tha gold in warld that ji.i— Boot i- 1 SS5. 
1 Some readera may perhaps arriye nt tha aansa of Ihia fina paaaage mora ruadily tliioujh 
the medium of the following pamphraM:— 

Ah, Freedom is u iiuhle thing, 

Aud can 10 life a relish brini;. 

Pi-sedom all soiaca lo man e(>ea ; 

Ha lint nl eue thai freely Uvea, 

A noble bean may Iiitb no ease, 

If free^ fail— for 'tia the choice, ' 
Mora Ibaa tlia dioaen, man enjoya. 
Ah, lia thai ne'er yel lived in thrall, 
Knowa not the weary palm which ([all 
The limlM. the aoul, or him who 'plaini 
In tlaTerj'B foul and feataring chainsT 
If theae he knew, I ween right aoon 
He would aaek back the predoua boon 
Ur freedom, which he then would oiite 
More than all wealth beneath the ^ei. 
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" BariKiUT," (ay* an eminent aitio in SoottUi poetioid Htantura, " wai •nJenh 
Ij ikilled ia mch brandies of knowledg« at wei« then eeltinted, and hi* leoro- 
ing wu Ml vrall regulated at to oonduoe to the real improremeat of hii mind ■ 
the Uberalit; of bit riewi, and the humanity of his Mntiments, appew oacanon- 
ally to hare been unconliiied by the narrow boundaries of his own ageL He has 
ibnwn Tsrious lllnstratioos from ancient history, and from the stories of romance, 
but has rarely displayed hii emdition by decking his Tsnea irith the names of 
ancient authors: the distidu of Cato,* and the spurious productioos' of Daies 
Phrygius, and Dicty* Cretentis, are the only profane books to which he fMmally 
refers He has btnrowed more than one iUuilzBtion from Statius, who nas the 
brourito dataic of those times, and who likewise appean to hare been the &- 
Toorita of Baibour : tlie more duisia and elegant style of Viigil and Horace 
were not so well adapted to the prevalent taste as the strained thoughts and 
gorgeous dicdon of Stotiut and GloudiaiL The manner in which he has inci- 
dentally discussed the subject of astrology and Daeromancy, may be specified at 
not a little txeditable to his good sense. It is well known that theae brandies 
of dlTlnation were assiduously cullirated during the ages of inlellectual darknett 
The absurdity of astrolt^ and ne<xomnncy he bos not openly attempted to ex- 
pose ; for as tbe opinions of the many, hoiveTor unfounded in reason, must not 
be too rashly stigmatized, this might hars been too bold and decided a step. Of 
tbe possibility of predicting erenla he speaks with the caution of a philMopher ; 
but the following passage may be oonuderad as a sulBcient indlcstiun of bU ile- 
liberate sentiments ; 

And sail thai ir in iIc wenyng, 

For owtyne certante olT wluing, 

Ms think quhn «7ii ha knnwii thln°lt 

To cum, bs mnlip great gabingfs. 

To tbaa such an estimate, required a mind capable of iwirtiiij} a strong tornnt 
of prejudice ; nor is it superfluous to remark, that in an ag* of much higher le 
6DemeDt, Drydeo sufliired himself to be deluded by tbe prognostications ol 
Judidal attroh^y. It was not, howOTer, to be expected that Barixiur should on 
BTBry occaaioo erinoe a decided superiority to the general spirit of the age to 
irtiich he belonged. His terrible imprecation on the person who betrayed Sli 
Christopher Seton, "In bell condampnyt mot he be I" ought not to hare been 
Uttered by a Christian priest His detestation of the treacherous and nuel King 
Edward, induced him to lend a oedulous ear to the report of hit consultiag an 
infernal spirit. The misfortunes which attended Bruce at almost erery step of 
his eariy progress, he attoibutes to hii aacrile^ous act of slaying Comyn at the 
tiigfa altar. He supposes that Iba women and children who assisted in supply- 
ing the brare defenders of Berntick with arrowi and stonea, were protected firom 
injury by a miraculous interposition. Sudi instances of superstition tar unchari- 
table zeal Are not to be riewed at moriung the indiridual : gross supentitiMi, 
with its usual concomitants, was tbe general ^ilrit of the time ; and die devia- 
tions from tbe ordinary track are to be traced in examples of liberal feeling oi 
enlightened judgment."' 

One ftirther quotation from the Scottish contempmrary and riral of Chaucer 
may perhaps be admitted by the reader. As the former r«fer, one to a lofty 
inddent, the other to a beautiful sentiment, the following is one of the slig^ 
and minute stories with which the poet fills up his nanati** : — 

s And Calone aayls ii> in his wrrt 
To fenvho fely quhllB !■ wyt— !»* Bniar tto, p, 13. 
> Aitkle Bankoca, wrtUoi by Dr trrliig, In £nc>dopMlla Brilannk*, Tth •dttkoh 
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Tb» king hn ti4rd > woman ciy; 
He Bikyt qHhU that «m In hj. 

■ II ta th< lajndar, Schjr," aald ana^ 

* Tbat bar child'Ill rycht now hu Haw, 
" And mon lB*e iiofr bahind wi bar f 

* naiibr acho makja yona txlll cbar." 
The ktnf Mid, " CarUi It war p[le 
'Tbat scho in [Jut poynt left mid ba; 

* For cartis 1 trow thir la na man 

■ That ba na will raw a woman Ihan." 
Hiaa Oft all llur ai'satyt be. 

And gait a lent aona Mcntlt ha. 
And gart byi gang In haMlly, 
And othyr wemeu lo ba hyr by, 
QuhlU idio waa daUer, ba bai^ 
And lytia furtb on hia wayli raid t 
And how acbo fuith aidd vary it ba. 
Or eaJr ha funb Air, erdaayt ba. 
Thla waa a full gret cnrlaiy. 
That awilk a king, and aa migbly, 
Gart hli Dien duoll on thll maiiar 
Bot Tor a poulr lauandar. 

No om COD bil lo renuufi that, while the inddant ia in tb« hlghait degree hon- 
ourable to Brace, ibowing that the gentle heart may atill be known by gentle 
deed, lo elao ia fiarbour endded to the credit of humane feelinga, from tlM way 
JD whidi he had defauled and eonunented upon die tisnaactioo. 

Barbour waa the author ef another eonaiderable woric, nhidi hai anfortUDately 
periihed. Thia wu a duaatde of Soonish hiitory, probably in th« manner wT 
Uiat by AudreiT Winton. 

BARCLAY, AiiExunm, a dittinguiRhed writer of the EJigliah tongue at the 
beginning of the nxleenth centiiiy, is knewB to lure been a natiTe ^ Scotland 
only by very obocure eridenoe. He apent aome t^im enriiort yean at Croydon, 
in Smrey, lud it ia conjectured that ha reoaived hia educatien at one i^ the 
£n|^h Unlvenitieib In the y«ar IftOS, he waa a prebendary of the collegiate 
church of St Hary, M Ottery, in Devonahire, He waa afUrwarda a Monk, ftrM 
of the order of St Benedict at Kly, and latterly of the order of St F>anci* at 
Canterbury. While in thia aitnadon, and haring the degree of Doctor of Diri. 
nity, he pubiiihed an Engliah tranaladon of iha " Mirrour of Good Mannera," (a 
bvatiae compiled in Latin by Dominyke lUBncyn,) for die uae of the " jnrent of 
England." AAer the Hefonnadon, Barclay accepted a miniateriiil charge under 
the new religion, aa Ticar of Mudt-Badew in Eaaex. In 1546, he waa vicar of 
Wokey in Scooertelihira, and in 1553 be waa preaentad by the Doan and Chap. 
t«r of London to the rectory of AUballowa in Lomberd Sti«eL Having reacbed 
an adTanced age, he died in June thia yoar, at Croydon in Surrey, where fae 
waa buried. 

Barclay publithed a great nnmber of booka, original and translated, and ia 
allcnred by ibe moat intelligent enquiren into early English literature to hare 
d;)no more for the impmrement of the language than any of hia cuntenaporaricd 
Hia [ibief poetical work ii " tba Ship of Foolea," whieh waa written in fmitadon 
of a German work entitled. "Dot JVorreM Seh^," pubiiihed in llSl. "The 
Bhip of Foolea," wliich wai first printed in 1 509, deunbaa ^ veaMl laden wilh 
all aorta of abwrd pertona, diou^ there aeena to have been no end in view but 
to brti« then into one piace, ao that diey might be deacribed, aa th« LeaMa trera 
brought before Adam in order to be named. We aball trauaivibe one paatage 
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IVoiu thii work, m a ipecimen of the Engliih rtyle of BarcLt; : it it a curlona 
eontamponu? dtaracter of King Jame* IV. of Scotland. 

And, ye CliiiiUn princa, whosoever ye be. 

If ye bs deadlute of ■ noble captayne. 
Take Junea of Scotluid for his ludacitla 

And prored muihods. If ye trill lauds attalne i 
Let Um haTs the farmnle : hate ye no dlBdayim 
Nor tiuUgnalion ; for nerer king was bome 
That of ought of waure ran ihaw the iinrome. 
For If that once be take the ipesre In hand 

Agaj-nU these Turkee itrongly with it Co ride, 
Nons ihall be able his stroke for to wlthstam'e 
Nor before hli Ttux so hardy to aUde. 
Yot this hli manhode tncreuetli not hii pride ; 
But erer sbeweth meeknn and humllltie. 
In m>rda or dede to bye and lom degree. 
Barclay alio nuide a tranilatton of Salliut'a IliKory of tlie Jugurthine mr, 
whidi was published in 1S57, lire yean ofler his death, and ii one of the aarii- 
Mt ipecimens of English traosliition from the claasitx. 

BARCLAY, John, A.M. was the founder of a religious lert In Scotland, goie- 
lally named Benani, but sonietimes called from the name of tiiis indiTidual, 
Bai!cUy»ii«. The former title derived ila origin from the habit of Hr Barclay, 
in always making an appeal to the Scriptures, in Tindicatioo of any doctrine he 
adranced from the pidpit, or which wa* contained in his writings. Hie perfec- 
tion of the Scripturea, ur of the Book of dinne rsTelation, was the fUudainantal 
article of his tyitem ; at least this was what he himself publicly dedaivd upon 
all oocaiiona, utd the same sentimeela ate still entertained by his followers, In 
the Acts of the Apostles, xrii. 1 0. the Ber«ans ai« thus mentioned, " These were 
more noble than thoee in TheKolooica, in that they Teoeired the word with all 
readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether liioee things were 
■a" These words were frequently quoted by Mr Barclay. It ought to be ol>> 
serred, howerer, that originally it was not a name of reproach inrented by the 
malerolent part of the public, with the design of holding up Mr Barclay and his 
associates to contempt, but waa roluniarily assumed by them, to distinguish them 
from other sects of professed Christiana 

Mr Barclay was bom in 1734. His father, Mr Ludofic Barclay, was a far-- 
mer in Ihe parish of Muthill, in the county of Perth. Being at nn early age 
desigtted by his pannta for the i^urch, he-was sent to school, and receired the 
best education which that part of the country could afford. The name of his 
master is now forgotten, but if we are to judge from the eminent proliciency of 
the pupil, we must infer, thnt be was a good scholar and an excellent teadier, 
and was well aware of the absolute necessity and adTantages of being well 
groimded in the elements of classical learning. Respectable &nners, such as 
Hr Barclay's father, had a laudable nmbition in affbrding to their sons an op- 
portunity of being instzucted in the learned languages, and to do Ihe parish 
tchoohassten justice, many of them were eminently qualified for performing the 
task whidi they had undertaken. 

Young Barclay was sent by his father to St Andrews, and was enrolled as a stu- 
dent in that University \ where he regularly attended tlie literary and philosophi* 
csL classes, and haring submitted to the usuid examinations, hetook the degree of 
A.M. At the commencement (rf' the subsequent session, he entered the New Dirinity, 
or St Mary's College, a seminary in wliidi theology alone is taught Nothing 
rery particular occurred during his attendance at the Hall, as it is generally 
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nll«d. He wu tmifonnly reg;u1ar in hii pritsta conduct, and though comti- 
tutionallf of TOry impetnoui paiuon*, and a ferrid inufinBtion, at no time of 
hii life WM he ever wduoed Into the piactice of what wsa immoral or Tidaw 
TIm Christiau prindplei, nilli which he leemi to have been irapreand Tery'eeriy 
in life, affcoded him luffiuent protectioa sgainit the alluremenli or tnarei to 
which he wa* expoaed. He proaeculed hin itudie* with the mott unremitted in- 
duatiy, and with great can piepaied the diacounea preMTil>ed by the proAcMir, 
and publicly delimred in the Hall. 

While he stteoded the lectinea on dirinity, the Univcnity of St Andratra, and 
indeed the Church of Scotland in genenJ, were placed in a rery unpleaaant il- 
tuatlon, by tl>e agitation of a queation which miginated vlth Dr Aidiibald 
Campbell, profenor of Churdi Hiitory in St Mary'i College. He maintained 
" thai the knowledge of the exiitenca at God waa derited Inmi BeTOlation, not 
from Nature." Thii waa long reckoned one of the eirora of Socinm, and no 
one in Scotland, before Dr Campbell's time, had ever diaputed the opinion that 
wBi geDerally current, and ooniequently esteemed orthodox. It wai well known 
tliat the Doctor wai not a Bocinisn, and did not ftvour any of the otber dog- 
DiM of that >ect. The conititullonBl tendency of bi> mind wai metaphyiical, 
and be certainly wo* poueued of great acuteneit, which enahied him to perceire 
on what point hia opponenta ivere moat ruluemble, and where they laid them- 
•elrea (^mu to atbidt. He publiahed hia gentimenta without the leaat re- 
•erre, and was equally ready to enter upon a riiidicatioo of them. He considered 
hia liew of the aubject ai a foundation necevary to be laid in order to demon- 
•trale the oeceaaity of rerelatioo. A whole boat <tf opponenta Tolunteeted their 
aerricea to atiuigle in the birth such dangerous sentimenta. Innumerable pam- 
phlet! rapidly made their appearance, and the hue and cry was so loud, and cer- 
tain persona so clamorous, d>at the eccleaiaaticat courts thought that they could no 
Imiger lemain silent^ Dr Campbell was publicly prosecuted on account of his heie- 
tical opinions, but after long litigation the matterwaa compromised, and the only 
elftct it produced waa, that the students at St Andrews in geneml became nwne 
lealous defenders of the Doctor's aystem, though they durst not arow it so openly. 
Among othen, Mr Banlay with hia accuatomed zeal, and with all the eneif^iet 
of hii jurenile but ardent mind, had warmly espoused Dr Campbell's systeni. 
Long before he left College he was noted aa one of his moat open and arowed 
partiians. These prindple* he nerer deserted, and in hia view of Chriatianity 
it formed an important part of the system of rerealed truth. It must not be 
imagined, bowerer, that Mr Barclay slavishly fdlowed, or adopted all Dr Camp- 
bell'! sentiments. Though they were both agreed that a knowledge of IIm true 
Q«d waa derired from rerelation and not from nature, yet they differed upon 
almost every other point of tyatematic dirlnity. Mr Barclay waa early, and 
continued through life to be a high predesdnarian, or what is technically deno- 
minated a lupmlapMrian, while Dr Campbell, if one may draw an inference 
tVom some of his illustration*, leaned to Airminianism, and doubtless was not a 
decided Colrinist 

Mr Barclay having delivered the prescribed diacounes with the approbation of 
the profeaaor of Divinity, ha now directed hia views to obtain license as a preacher 
in the establishment, and took the lequitita step*. Having delivered the usual series 
of eiercisei with the entire approbation of hia judgea, he was, on the 3Tth Sep- 
tember, 1759, licensed by the presbytery of Auchterarder a* a preacher ofthe go*- 
peL He waa not long without employment. Mr Jobson, then minister of Errol, 
near Perth, was advanced in years, in an intirm state erf' health, and required 
an aaaialant. Mr Barclay, truta hi* popularity aa a pteadier, and the reputa- 
tion he enjoyed through a great part of Ferththire, as well as of Angua and 
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Hums, Mdly eblAined (hi* (iluatioa. H«>« be rauaiiMd f«r (hr«e or four 
yean, until a ruptiB« will) hi* principal obliged him to Imtc it Air JobwHi 
wu what naiy be called, of tbc old ichoo]. Ha varralj mpouied (m a peat many 
clergymco of the Church of Scotland in tboie daji did), the ayitem of the 
Marrow ot Modrera UiTinity, a bo<^ vnittan by Edmtd Fiiher, aa Englidi die- 
■enler, about the middle of the HTHDieenlh oenlury. lliia work bod a I'aal 
circulation Ilirougfaout-Scotlaiid. llie oelebnted Mr llianiaa fioaton of Euviclt, 
when TJuting hii pariih miniiterially, canully found it in the houie of one of 
hU panihionen. He carried it home, wm a waim adiurer of the ayrtem aC 
dinnity it contained, and waa at the labour of writing uotea uptui it BoaMn'a 
name lecund ila lucceM amoog a numaroui cLui of readen. For laany yean 
Ihta hook occaaionad a moat aerioui oommotion in the Church of Scotland, wfaidi 
i* generally called, " The Alanow Controveny." It wo*, indeed, the remote 
cauae of that great diriaion, trhidi hai lince been ityled the Seeutwit, 

But there wai another cause for the widening of thia unfortunate breach. 
The well known Mr John Glaa, minialar of Tealing, near Dundee, bad pub- 
lithed in 1737, a work entitled, " The Testimony of the King of Martyn." 
With the exception of the Cameronian*, this gentleman was the fint diaaenler 
from the Church of Scotland since Ibe Revolution, and it ii worthy of remark 
that the feunden of the principal lecta were all originally cast out of the church. 
Mr Glass was an admirer of the writings of the most celebralsd English Indepen- 
dents, (of Dr John Ouvn in particular] and of their form of church gotemment 
Mr Barclay, who waa no independent, heartily approred of many of his senti- 
ments respecting the doctrines of the Gospel, and as decidedly dis^prored of 
others, as shall be mentioned in the seqnd. At no time were disputes carried 
on with greater violence between Christians of dimrent denominations. Mr 
Barclay hod a system of his own, and agreed with none of the parties^ but this, 
if possible, rendered him moi« obnoxious to Mr Jobson. Much allercDtion took 
place between them in priTate. Mr Barclay publicly declared his sentimenta 
from the pulpit, Mr Jobson did the sanie in defence of himself, so that a rupture 
became unavoidable. 

About the time of Mr Barclay's leaving Errol, Mr Anthony Dow, minister 
of Fettercairn, in the presbytery of Fordoun, found himself unlit for the 
fiiU discharge of his dutiea. He dsaiied his son, the Rev. Darid Dow, theu 
minister of the parish of Dron, In the presbytery of Perth, to use his endeavour 
ttf procure him an assistant. Mr Dow, who, we believe, waa a fellow student 
of Mr Barcliiy at 6t Andrews, was perfectly well acquainted with his talents 
and diaracter, and the cause of his leaving Errol, immediately made offer to 
him of being assistant to his father. Iliis be accepted, and he commenced hi* 
labours in the beginomg of June, 1763. What were Mr Anthony Dow's pecu- 
liar Aeologieal sentinienis we do not know, but those of Mr David Dow were 
not very diflbrent from Mr Barclay's. Hera be remained for nine yean, which 
lie often dedared to hare been the most happy, and conudered to have been 
the moat usefhl period of hi* fife. 

Mr Barclay waa of a fair, and in hi* youth, of a very florid complexion. He 
then locdied younger than he really was. The people of Fetlercaim were, at 
Ibst greatly prejudiced agunat him on account of hi* youthfid appearance. But 
llii* waa soon forgotten. His fervid manner, in prayer espedally, and at diffe- 
rent parta of ahnoat every sermon, rivetted the attention, and impressed the 
minds of his andieooe to cuch a degree, that it waa almost Impossible to lose the 
raeraory of it. Hi* popularity as a preadier became so great at Fettercairo, 
that anything of the like kind is seldom to be met with in the biitory of tfaa Church 
of Scodand. The parish church being an old fadiioned building, had rafters 
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•ctom; tbew WW* cTDtfded with beaiwi ; — IbsmriieioftliB window* iT«ntak«n 
out to Bccamnwdu* A« nultitiido who could not gain admittancs. During Out 
whole pariod of hit MttlsnwDt Bt Fettenxim, he had regular humn who flocked 
to him from ten or twdve at the neighbouring peridMib If an opinion ceuld 
be fotmed of what hia mumer had been in hit jouth, and at hit prime, fivni 
what it waa e year or two before he died, it inuK hare been Tebenunt, peoioii- 
aw, and iMpetuoua to ao unoonnnoo degrae. At the time to which we allude, 
we beard him deliver In hit own i^pel at Edinburgh, a prayer immediBtely 
after the iwmon, in whid) ha bad alluded to aeme of the corruption! of the 
Chundi of Rome ; the iapieaiDii it made upon our tBi»d was of the moat ririd 
natote ; and, we era penoaded, wh alike in erary olher member of die oongre- 
gKion. lite fbUowing nnteitoe we diitiiictly remembeF, " We pray, we plead, 
we oy, O Lo«l,thBt thou wouldatdaA out of the hand of AntidiTirt, diat onp of 
abeminatioDB, wheiewilh tiba halh poitoned the notioiu, and gire unto her, and 
unto them, the cup of nlfation, hy drinking wbeieof they may inherit ereriaat- 
in; life." Bat the wordi th e m wJ tet are aothing unlen they were pfonounced 
with hii own tone and manner. 

[hiring hii lesideiMe at Fettenaiin he did not confine hit laboum to hii 
pidtlic miniatrationt in the pulpit, but riiited from houie to hooN, wee the friend 
and B^TtaeT of aU who wen at the head of a flunUy, aed entenid warmly into 
wfaMenr r^Mded their interectm He ihowed Ihe moM maiked irttention to 
children and to yooth ; and when any of the houuhold wera niBed with tick' 
oeti or disease, he apared no paina in giving tokent of hit lympathy end ten- 
demetH, and adrainiglered contolMion to the afflicted. He waa very tttiduoua 
in discharging thote noceoary and important dude*, which he thought were 
peculiarly incumbent npon a country clergyman. Sudi long continued and 
uninterrupted ezertinni wet« eecompanied with the mott happy electa, A tatte 
for relifiout knowledge, or what it the nms, the nading and tCudy <^ the 
Bible, began to preTful to a great extent ; die morali of Ihe peo{de wwe fan- 
prared, and rice and pvfaneneu, at aahamed, were made to hide their bead& 
Temperance, tebriety, and legnlarity of behariour, lentibly ditcorered them- 
■elTei throughout ail rsnka. 

Hr Barclay bed a moat IninriaDt fancy, a gTa«t Uking for poetry, and pmaeti- 
•d coniidenble facihiy of renificatica. Hit tatle, however, waa &r frrnn being 
correct or chatle, and hia imagination waa little under the management of a aound 
judgment Many of hit piecea ara exceedingly deaultory in their nature, but 
oeeationBlly ditcover ■eintillalion* of gentut. The truth probably h, that he 
neither eorreeled nor beitowad paint on any of bit productioni In prote or 
rane. From the ardoor of hia mind, they ware generally the lenlt of a tingle 
eRbrL At loatt dila appean psrticulariy the caaa in hia Aorter poena. He 
doet not teem to hnTe peiceited or known that good writing, whether in proeo 
or Tcaree, it an art, and not to be acquired without mudi labour and practice, 
aa well at a long and repeated rerinl of what may hare been written. Mr Bar- 
clay'! ccHnpotitioM in both itylet, with two or three exceptiona, appear to han 
merely been Arown forth upon the ipur ot the raoment Aa toon aa written, 
dtey wera depcaited anwog hia manuacripla, and, ingtoad of being altentitely 
examined by him, and with a oitical eye, w<i« Aoctly after nibmiUed to dM 
ptAlic Btaidee hit woikt in prote, he pohtWied a greet many thotuand renei 
on religiouj lubjectt. 

He had compotad a Paraphraat of the whole book of Ptalma, part of whidi 
wH poblitbed in 176fi. To this wnt prefixed, ■' A Ditnrtatioa on the beat 
nteani of interpretiBg diat portita of tba canon of Scripture." Hit riem upon 
Ihia tubjeet were peculiar. He waa of opinion diat, in lUl Ae Paobiii wUch are 
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In tlM fint penott, the (pMker it Chrwt, and not Darid nor any other mem bhi, 
and that the other Pmhni dceoribe the litaatioD ef the Chindi of God, eometimce 
in protpeiity, eooietime* in adTeivty, and finally tnumphing over all il> eneouet. 
nitia eBay ii duxncterized by uncommon rigour of expiMuiHi, yet in come 
placet wldi eoniidernble aonmony. live preebytery of Foidoun took great ot- 
fence at thia publication, and nmunoned Mr Baiday to appear at their bar. He 
did 10, and defended himielf with spirit and intrepidity. Hit opiniona wei« 
not coDtraiy to any doctrine contained in die ConfeMion of Faith, ao that ha 
could not eren be oenamed by them. The twdi waa, that they had takwi great 
offence at the pt^mlarity of Mr Harday ai a pnadier, and it wa* only in tfai* 
way that they coidd anage hii auperioTity orar ihemaelTet. Being ditappoiated 
in eitabliihing hereay, their rancour became more violent, and they delenniited 
to give him ai much annoyance a* they poeubly could. Enn One namea of flie 
memben of the preabytery of Fordouo are now fwgotten. None of them were 
diilinguiriwd for remarkable talent* of any kind, and they have long lain mote 
and inglorioua. But at diii time they poMeoed an authority, which they leeolr- 
ed to exerdie to the ulmaet iti«lch. Haring engaged in the inridiota and 
ignoble employment of faereey hunting, (hey teem to Iiare been aware, that it 
wat neeeaary (« proceed with caution. 'Hie pteri>ytery have the cbavge of the 
(pifitual concemi of all the indiridnali within their boundt. They hare ■ right 
to intpect the nlbodoxy of the doctrine tatigfat, ai well aa the moral ooiiduct 
of clei^yiDen and laymen. It ii their ecpedal buainoM to examine narrowly into 
the behaviour of the former daM. Having pounced upon Hr Barclay, they 
mode the mott they could of hii luppaaed i^ibnoe, iriiiuh at the wont, waa imly a 
venial error. 

Mr Barclay, who being nsturaUy of a frank, open, and ingenuoua diipomtion, 
had no idea of concealing hit opiniona, not only contiuued to preach the Hune 
doctiinea whicb were esteemed hentical by the pieabytery, but publidied them 
in a imall woik, entitled, " R^oioe evermmv, or Chriit All in AIL" Tfaii oh- 
■tinacy, a« they coniideted it, irritated them to a very high degme. They drew 
up a naming againat the dangeroua dortrinei that he preached, and ordered it 
to be read publicly in the church of Fettercaim after aenuon, and before pro- 
nouncing the blening, by one of their own mendmn, exprewly appointed 
for that purpow on a ipecified day, which wa4 acccodingly done. 'Ilui at- 
tempt to ruin Mr Barclay's character and ufeftdnea, and deprive him of the 
meant of obtaining daily bread, contained an enumeration of hia luppoaed er- 
rors, which tbey were cautioned to avoid, and ttrictly enjoined not to receive. 
Mr Barclay viewed their conduct with indifi^renoe mingled with contempt Al 
a former meeting of presbytery, the points (^ dillbrenoe had been argued in 
public St great length, and he is generally allowed to have come off victcn 
rious. He waa, it it UMtfesaed, too keen in his temper to listen, with ledate 
compoeiue, to the argumantt of an opponent, when engaged in a private 
debate. But hti talents for controversy were at a superior order. He bed a 
clear undetetanding, a tenacious memory, and a ready elocuticm ; and at no linw 
of hit life did he decline an a^^unent. No alfbot of any kind resulted from the 
warning to the people of Fettercairn, who were unanlriwiut in their approbatioD 
ot Mr Barclay's doctriiM He continued during Mr Dow's life-tima to inttiuet 
the people of hit parith, and conducted his weekly oEanunatiani to the great 
pn^t of thoae idio gave attendance. 

In 17(19, be published one of the largest ef bis Imatitea, entitled, " Without 
Faith without God, or an appeal to God conoeini^ his own exittence." Thit 
wat a defence of uniilar sentiments reepeding the evidence in fovonr of the ex- 
istence of God, wbidi were entertained by Dr Cm^ll already mentioned, lite 
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iltuatntloiM an entlrelr CalriiiuticsL Thii tna.j ii not T«ry metbodlcal. Il 
etntaiu, hotreTer, b great many acole obaamtioiii, and mcaatic mnarita upon 
dw tjwttim of tboM who tuTo adopted tb« generally emrent notion* recpecdiig 
natural reli;^i(ai. Hm author repeatedly and wlemnly dedarei, that he attadca 
doetrinei and not OMn — llut be baa no quarrel witii any man, nor meani to 
hurt any one. The metaphyseal argument! in farour of hii aide of tlie quecUon, 
a* wall M what may not improperly be called the Urtorical proo&, he haa left 
U> otben, etleeming audi kind of eiidenoe ai of amall lalue in regard to Mt(liii|f 
the p<^t at iaue. Hit object if to piore liwn the Scripturea, that tha know- 
ledge of God cwmet not by nature, innate ideaa, intuition, reaaon, tie. bat only 
by Berela^on. But wa mtut refer to tbe trealiM itaelf, it being impoauble in 
thii jdace to giro ereo an abiidgment of hii reasoning. It may be obaBrred, 
howe*w, that he ezpoaes in Iha moat unreaerred language, and denial, that the 
merely ludding that there i« a lint, briginal, unoriginaud <»uie of all thingi, 
&e. ia tbe nme with the knowledge of God, whose diaracter and w<«)ui an r»< 
Tealed in Scripture. 

In the couTM of tbe aame year, 1769, be addiened a leUec on the " Stenuil 
Generation of the Son of God," to Measn Smith and Ferrier. Hicm two gen- 
Hemen had been clergymen in the cliun^ of Scotland, lliey publiihed theb 
reawnii of lepaTBtion from the establiabed diunji. They had adopted all the 
aentimenU of Mr GUa, who wsi a moat Mrict independent, and both of them 
died in the Ghwtte communion. The late Dr Dalgliedi of Peebles had, about 
the time of their leaving the church, published a new thec^ respecting tbe eon* 
ship of Christ,^ and what is not a little singular, it had the merit of originality, 
and had never before occurred to any theologian. He held the tri-penonality 
of Deity, but denied tlie eternal Sonship <^ the second person of the Godhead, 
and wa» of opinion that (ha filiation only took place when the dirine natui« 
was united to the human, in the person of Christ, Immanuel, God with ub. Novel 
Bi this doctrine was, all the Scottish Independent*, with a very few exceptions, 
embnced it. The dilference between Dalglieih and the Aiiani consists in this, 
that the second perion of tbe Trinity, according- to him, ia God, equal with die 
Father, whilst tbe latter maintain In a certain sense bia supreme exaltation, yet 
they consider him as aubivdinste (o the Father. Mr Barclay's letter ttate* very 
dearly the Soriptuml argument! -usually adduced in favour of the eternal gene- 
ration of the Son of God. It is written with great moderation, and in an ex- 
cellent spirit- 
In 1771, he published a letter, " On tbe AMUrance of Faith," addressed to a 
gentleman who was a member of Mr Cndwortb's eongr^piti<m in London. Cud- 
wocth wa* the pers4m who made a distinguished figure in defending the cele- 
brated Mr Hervey against the acrimonious attadi of Mr Robert Sandeman, who 
was a Glaasite. Excepting in seme peculiar forms of expresilMi, Cudworlh'a 
views of the aasuranoa of faidi did not matonally differ trom Mr Barclay'a 
Then appeared aUo in the same year, " A Letter on Pt«y«'," addreaed to an 
Indepeiulent congragation in Scotland. 

The Rev. Anibtmy Dow, minister of Fetterts^m, died In 1773. The pres- 
bytery of Fcodoun seissd this opportunity of gratifying their spleen ; they pro- 
hibited Mr Barclay from preaching in the kiili of Fettercaim, and need all Oielr 
influence to prevent him &om being employed, not only within their bounds, 
which lie In what is called the Meams, but they studied to defame him in all 
quarter*. Hie clergy of the neigfabouring district, that ia, in Angus, were much 
mwre friendly. They were ready to admit him into their pulpits, and he gene- 
rally preadied every Lmd's day, during the subsequent autumn, winter, and 
(joing. Multitudes from all parla of the country crowded to hear bim. 
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Tha patroTuge of Fcttercalrn U in iha gift of the crown. Tba pariah almoit 
unanimoualj favoured Mr Barclaj. Tbejr war* not, howcTcr, perauttad to bsra may 
choice, and the Re*. Robert Foote, then miDiiter of Eakdate Huir, waa preiented. 
At the moderation of tkt call, onlf three Kgati In AiTOur of Mr Foote. The 
pariihioncn appealed to the Sjnod, and from the Sjrnod to tha Qeneral AtaamUf, 
who ordered Mr Foole t« be inducted. 

The preibyter; carried their hoitilit; agmlnit Mr Barclay lo far, ai to refoie hln 
a certificate of character, which ii alwayi dona, ai a matter of couru, when a preacher 
U«Tea their boundi. He appealed to the Sjnod, and aflerwardi to the Aaiembl;, 
who found (thou^b he waa in no inatance accuied of any immorality) that the 
pretbytery were justified in withholding the certificate. He had no alternative, and 
therefore left the communion of the Church of Scotland. 

A great many frienda in Edinburgh, who had adopted hi* peculiar ientimenta, 
formed tbemaelrea into a church, and urged h'm to become their pattor. The people 
of Fettercairn alio lolicited bim to labour in tha miniitty amongit tliem; but for 
tbe preient he declined both inTitationi. HaTing hitherto held only the itatua ot 
a probationer or licentiate, he Tiiited Ifeweaitle, and wu ordained there October 
lath, 1TT3. The certificate of ordination ii ligiied by the celebrated Jmnea Murray 
of Newcaatle, the author of the well-known " Sermuni to Aiiet ; " which 
contain a rich vein of poignant utire, not unworthy of Swift. It waa alio ligntd 
by Robert Somerrille of Weardale, and Jamea SomerTilU of Swalwell, and Bobert 
Green, clerk. 

Hii friendi at Fettercurn meanwhile erected a place of worship at Saucbylurn, 
in the immediate neighbonrhood, and renewed their application lo hare him lettleJ 
amongit them. But Mr Barclay, conceiTing that hii aphere of uiefulneu would be 
more extended were he to reiJde in Edinburgh, gave tbe preference to the latter, 
Hr Jame* M'Rae, haTing joined Ur Barclay, wa« ordained miniiter at Siachyburn 
in apring, I7T1. The congregation there, at tbil time, coiiaiited of from one thou- 
■and to twelre hundred membera. 

Mr Barclay remained in Edinburgh about three yean i and wai attended by m 
Bumeroua congregation, who had adopted hii Tiews of religion! truth. But haTing 
a ittong deiire to diiteminalc hii opinione, he left tbe church at Edinburgh under the 
careofhiselden and deacons, and repaired to London. For nearly two year* he preached 
there, ai well ai at Bristol, and other places in England. A church was formed in tbe 
capital. He also established there a debating society, which met weekly in tha eren- 
ing, for tbe purpoae of disputing with any who might be disposed to ceil his doctrines 
in question. One of those who went with the deiign of impugning Mr Barclay's 
opinions was Mr William Nelion, who erantually became a convert. This gende. 
man had been educated in the Church of England, but, when Mr Barclay came first 
to London, had joined the Wbitefieldian or Caliinistie Methodists, He afterwards 
came to Scotland; was connected with Ur Barclay; pracliied as a lurgeon in 
Edinburgh, and delivered leeturei on chemistry there, for about ten yean. Ha 
was a man of coniiderable abililiei ; amiable in private life, and oi the most Dnble- 
miihed characler. He was cut off by spoplexy in 1800. 

At Edinburgh, Hr Barclay publiihed an edition of his works in three tolumes. 
Including a pretty large treatiie on the sin against ths Holy Ghost, which, according 
to him, ii merely unbelief or discrediting tbt Scripture. In IIBS he published a 
small work for the use of the Berean Churches, " The Epistle lo the Hebrews 
Farapbrsaed," with a collection of psalms and songs from his other works, accom- 
panied with " A close Bumination Into the truth of levcral received principles," 

Mr Barclay died on the 2eth of July, ITsa Being Sabbath, when on his road 1« 
preach, he felt himself rather nnwell; he took a circuitous route to the meetjng- 
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houH, but finding bimielf no better, he railed it the houae of one of tha ni«mb«n of 
hii congregmtion. In a few minutai after be entered the houie, while kneeling in 
pmjer beiide a chair, ha expired without « groan, in the lixtj-fonrth year of hii age, 
and thirtj-ninth of hia profeieional career. Hii nephew, Dr John Bardaj, waa 
iinmediatelj aeat tor, who declared hii d«alh to faaTC been occaaioned by apapleiy. 
He WH interred in the Calton Old Burjring-ground, Edinhnrgh, where a monoment 
ba* been erected to hit memory. Mr Bnrcley wai a very uncommon character, and 
nude a great impreuion upon hii coiitemporariea. 

There are Berean churchei in Edinburgh, Glaigow, CrieCT, Kirkaldy, Dundee, 
Arbroath, Montroic, Brechin, Fettercaim, and a few other places. 

BARCLAY, JoBR, H.D., an eminent lecturer on anatomy, waa the nephew of 
John Barclay, the Berean, after whom be wu named. He wa* boro in ITSS, or 
1700, at Cairn, near to Drumniaqubance, in Pertbihire. Hit lalher waa a reipect- 
able farmer in that part of the country, and waa characteriicd by great natural 
■hrewdneii and vivacity. Hii ion, John, wai educated at the pariih school of 
Mulhiil, and early distinguished himseir by bis superior powers of mind, and by his 
application. Being deatined for the church, be, in 1TT6, repaired to the univereity 
of St Andrews, where be became a successful candidate for ■ burwry. He made 
great proEdeney in the Greek language, then taught by the late principal Qeorgs 
Hill, and also discovered a partiality for the study of mathemiticf, although ha doai 
not appear to hare prosecuted this important branch of science. . After having 
attended the usual preliminary classes at the united college of St Salvador and 
8t Leonard, Barclay atudied divinity in St Mary's, attaching himself to the moderate 
party in the church. He studied divinity at St Andrews, under the professor, Dr 
Spence, for two or three session*, but having engaged to teach a school, be found it 
more convenient to deliver the prescribed exercises before the profeuor in Edinburgh. 
On one of these occasions there took place a very ungular occurrence, which the 
Doctor bimaelf used to relate. Having come to Edinburgh for the express purpose 
of delivering a discourse in the hall, ha waited upon bis uncle, who was an excellent 
teholar. It was what iscalled " An Exercise and Addition," or a discourse, in which 
the words of the origiaal are erilieised — the doctrines they contain Illustrated — and 
it is concluded by a brief paraphrase. He proposed to read it to his uncle before be 
delivered it — and when he wa* in the act of doing so, his respected relative objected 
to a criticism which be bad introduced, and endeavoured to show that it was con- 
trary to several passages in the writings of the apostle Paul. The doctor had 
prepared the exercise with great rare, and bad quoted tba anthority of Xenophon in 
regard to the meaning of the word. The old man got into a violent passion at his 
nephew's obstinacy, and seising a huge folio that lay on the table, burled it at tbe 
recusant's head, which it fortunately missed. Barclay, who really bad a great 
esteem for hi* uncle, related theaneedote to a clergyman a few days after it happened, 
and langhed very heartily at it. Barclay wrote about this time, " A History of all 
Religions," but of this no trace was to be found among his manuscripts. Having 
delivered with approbation bis trial discourses, be obtained license from tbe Presby- 
tery ofDunkeld. Meanwhile be acted aa tutor to the two sonsof Sir James Campbell, 
of Aberuchill, whose daughter, EleoBora, in 1811, became bliwifh. In tf89 he accom- 
panied his pupils to Edinburgh, where he preached oceauonally for bis friends. Tbe 
medical school of Edinburgh was then at the bdght of its reputation. Culleo's bril- 
liant career was drawing to a close, and be waa *ucceeded by the celebrated Dr Gregory. 
Dr Black and the lecond Monro still shed lustre on their respective departments. 
Baielay was principally attracted to tbe anatomical das* by the luminou* prelections of 
Dr Monro, and appeva to have then eefbr ward devoted bimtelf to a complete coarte 
of medical study. lalTHbe took the degreeofM.D., choosing** tbe lubject of hi* 
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theaii, D4 Anma, m Ptiaajrio FtCoIi, tba vital prindpla tuTin^ long been wltb 
kin ft fiiToaTite topic of tpccuUtion. Alter gnduation, Dt Barclaj proceeded t« 
LoBdoB, and ittnided tbe aMtotniEal locturn of Dr Hanball, of Tbariea Inn, In 
1TB7 be csnaieDMd ta daliver printe Ucturn on •gfttomj in a unall claii room in 
tbe Hi^ Scbod-yirdi, Edinburgh, but had to contend witb formidable diScultici; 
tbe popularity of the eecond Monro, and of the late Jsbn Bell, being *till undini* 
niahed amongit the itudentt. Dr Barclay, tberefore, bad few itiideBta at Gnti but 
be reiolved to penerere. Tbe inlroduetor; lecture! (wbicb, after hii deatb, were 
publiebcd by bit friend. Sir George Ballingalt, H.D.) were prepared witb Krupuloul 
care. He itudied to eiprcie bimielf in plain and penplcuou* language, wbicb be 
jnetly eitaemed to be the cbief quality of ityla io lecturing. Hie illuKrationa were 
dear and copioui, and not unfrequenllj an appoaite anacdote fixed mora itrongly in 
tbe owinoriee of bti pupila the particular part he wai damonetrating ( and, at a time 
wben it wa* by no msaaa ftubionabia, he neTer omitted to point out tba wiedom 
of God, an dieplayed in that moat wonderful of all hii work*, the forBatiou aud 
auppsri of tbe buman body. 

Barclay'a Bnt literary performance WM the article Pfayuology, in tbe third edition 
of tbe £nq/clopadia BriUiuiiea. In ISOS be publiebcd a new anatontical lumencla- 
lurc. Tbi* had been long tbe eutgect of bii mcditalion, and wain great deeideratum 
in anatomy. Tbe vagueneu or indeflnila nature of tbe temi of anatomy baa been 
peTceived and fegretted by all •oatomieta. They have produced much ambiguity and 
Gonfudon in anatomical detcriptioDs, ud tbeir InBuence bai been etrongly fell, par- 
ticularly by thoH who bafe juat entered upon tbe etudy. Barclay «rae tbe Bret who, 
fully aware of tbe ebeladee that were tbu* thrown in the way of Itudenli, *ct about 
inTaoting a new nomenclature. The nguenea* of tbe tenm principally raterred 
to thoae Implying poution, aapcct, and direction. Thus, what i* tnperior in one 
poiilion of tbe body, beoomei anterior in another, poilerior in a third, and even 
inferior in a Courtb. What i> ealemal in one poiition ia internal in anotber, 
Ac. Thee* term* become much more ambiguoui in comparatiT* anatomj. Hit 
<il>)eet wet to contrira a nomenclature, in wbieh tbe lame tenoa ihould nairenallj 
apply to tbe came organ, in all podtiona of tbe body, and In all animal*. It ia the 
opinion of *«ry eandid judgei that be baa Hieccedad in bie endeaironr, and that, were 
bia nomcnelatUre adapted, the greateet adTantqca would accrue to the etudy of tba 
■cienee. Tba pr^poeal la delivered witb aingalar roodeety, aad diacorera both a 
neat accurate knowledge of anatoiny and great ingenuity. 

In 1808, appeared bie work on tba meecular motioni of tbe buman body, and, in 
1S13, a deaeription of tbe artertee of the buman body — both of which cont^ a moet 
eoaiplete account of thoae parte of tba ayetam, Tbcta three worfca were dediated 
to tbe lete Dr Tbomae Tbomeon, Profenor of Chemiitrj In tbe Univeraity of 
Glaegow. Tbe lait work which Dr Barclay Urcd to publith, wa* an inquiry into 
tbe opiuione, ancient and modern, eonceming life artd orgaoiiation. Thit, ai wa 
bare mentioned, formed the autqeot of hii theaie. 

He alio delirered, during lereral ■nnmiere, a coniM of leetorte on oomparatire 
raatomy, a branch of etudy for which he had alwayi ehowa a marked partiality — 
not only a* an object of adentific reeearch, but a* of great practical utility. A.t one 
time he propoeed to the town council, tbe patroni of the univeruty of Edinbui^h, 
to be created profeiaor of that department of the KicDce ; bow tbe propotal waa 
reOMTed ia not known, The writer of the memoir of Dr Ba-cUy, io the Natnraliit'a 
Library, furaiibei a cliaracterittic iiluitratioa of the lirely mtereat be felt ia the 
dlMectiene of nacommon animate wbicb came In bii way in tbe Seottieb metTopoli*. 
" &t one of tbeae we happened to be preaent It wae the duweetion of a Beluga, or 
White Whale. Nerer ehall we forget the entbueiam of the Doctor wading to bia 
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knen unoDgit the Tlicerm of the great tenant or the deep, allernatelj cutUng away, 
with hii large and deztaraiu knife, and regaling hit noitrilg with copioui infuuoni of 
muff, while he pointed cut,inhi«uBijal felidtuui manner, the Tariouicontraiti or agree- 
Rienti of the fomu of the viacera with thoie of other animala and of mair." Barclay 
wta the meani of eitabliihing, under the aiupieea of the Highland Societj, a Teteri* 
nary school in Edinburgh. He might be called an enthuuait in hii profeation i 
there wu no branch of analomj, whether practical or theoretical, that he had not 
cullirated with the utmoit care ; ha had atudied tbe worki of the ancient and 
modem, foreign and British anatomiits with aitoniahing diligence. Whalerer related 
to natural icience was certain of inter»ting him. The henevolenca and genero^t/ ol 
hia temper were aleo unbounded. No teacher waa ever more generallj beloTed by hit 
pupila than Dr Barclay, to which hia unifonti kindne» and affability, and readinen 
to promote their intereit upon erery occuion, greatly contributed. Many young m 
in itraitened ci renin it ancei, were permitted to attend hi* iuitrnctions gratuiloualyt 
ud he hai even been known to furniih them with the meana of feeing other lecture: 

It ia a curioua circumatai>ce, that Dr Barclay often declared that he had neither 
the sanae of taite nor of amell. 

Hii la*t appeannee In tbe lecture- room wai in 1835, when he delivered the intro- 
dueloT7 lectare. He died 2Iit August. 1830, and waa buTied at Kastalrig, n 
Edinbui^, the hmHy burying-ground of bis bther-ln-Uw, Sir Jamea CUmpbelL Hit 
funeral wu attended by the Royal College of Surgeoni aa ■ body. 

A buit of Dr Barcliy, Bulncribed for by hii pupils, and executed by Joaepb, WM 
pmented to the College of Snrgeoni, to whleb he bequeathed bit tnuieum — a valo- 
able colleetlon of apeeimeni, particularly in camparative anHtomy, and which ii to 
retwn bis name. Bis deaign in this legacy wai to prevent it from being broken up 
and teattered after his death. 

BASCI^AT, Roaaai, the celebrated Apologist for the Quaken, wai born on 
S3rd of December, 1618, at Oordonitoun, in Moray. Hit father. Colonel Darid 
Barclay, of Dry, waa the ion of David Barclay, of Mathers, the representative of an 
old Scoto-Norman family, which traced ilaelf, through fifteen intervening generatic 
to Theobald de Berkeley, who acquired a settlement in Scotland at tht: beginning ol 
tbe twelfth century. Tbe mother of the Apolo^st was Catherine Gordon, daughter 
of Sir Robert Gordon, of Qordonitoun, the premier baronet of Nova Scotia, and 
well-known hiatorjan of the house of Sutherland. 

Tbe andent family of da Berkeley became poiwued of the estate of Uatheri, by 
marriage, in the year 13SI. Alexander de Berkeley, who flourished in tbe fifteenth 
century, is aaid to have been tbe lirat laird of Mathers who changed tbe name to 
Baralayi a change whidi says little for his taHte, however recommended by that 
principle of literal and syllahic economy which seems to hare fiouriihed at all periods 
in a greater or leis degree, though chiefly at the preaeiit era. This laird, howevc 
ia reputed to have been a scholar, and to him are attributed tbe eioellent verse 
known by the title of the Lubo uf MiiHiaa' TasTixEHi, which, for their piety 
and good aenae, cannot be too widely disseminated, or too warmly recommended. 
These vertsi are suhioitied in the modiBed form under which they have come down 
tiaditilKMlIy to our time : 

61f tlwn deibv tbr home lang stand 

And tb<r sacosaHin bruik tbr land. 

Abave all things, Uaf God In (ear, 

lutnanit nooht with wraogoas gear ; 

Nor oooqnsssi nothini wranKOOil)) ) 

With th; neishbonr keep charity. 
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Sm thai Uut thou put not Uir «Hal<; 

Obef duly thy iBMfi^jaU; 

Uppren not butuipporl iha puire; 

To help the oommonweilt Ukii cuira. 

Use no dec«il ; m<jU> not iritb truun j 

Artd b> tSl men do rlchl ind naHiu 

Both unlD word md deid b« trua ; 

All Unda of olckodnsti sscheo. 

Sluy no man ; nor Ihoreto conaent ; 

Ba nocbl crnai, but pitlanL 

Ally ay In wms gudo placo, 

Wilh noble, honait, godly, rmca. 

Hale huredam, and all Tics flae ; 

Be humblo ; haunt gude companya. 

Help thf friand, and do naa wrang. 

And God Bhall nuke thy liouae tUmd Ung, 

Darid, the grandfather of the Apologiat, from n^act of Bame part of hia amjc^ 
tor's adrice, wai reduoml Co audi difficultiea aa to be obliged to aoll the wtata of 
MMliera, after tt hod bMn betiTMn two and three hundred yean in lbs family, 
m alio the more ancient inheritanM, which had been the property of the family 
niiQ it! Gnt aettleineiit in Scotland in the dayi of King' Dsrid L Hia aon, Di 
rid, the fiUher of the ApologiA, wtia conaequently obliged to aeek hia fortone i 
» volitnleer in the Soottiah brigadei in the aenice of liuaUmt Adolphui, king of 
Sweden. Thia gentleman, like many others of hia countrymen and feliow-aol- 
ra, vetumed home on the breaking out of the religioul troiiblei in Scotland, 
i TeceiTed the command of a troop of hone. Haring joined the aimy raised 
by the Duke of Hamilton in 1648 for the relief of Charles L, he was aDbsequent- 
ly deprived of bis command, at the instance of Olirer Cromwell ; and he nerer 
afterwards appeared in any military transactiona. During the protectorate, ha 

1 sereral timei aent aa a vepresentatire from Scotland to Cromwell'* parlia* 
meala, and, in A'n capndty, ia >^d to haTe unifomtlj exerted himself to repreM 
the ambitious designs of the Protector, After Uie restoration, Darid Barclay was 
committed prisoner Co Edinbu^h Castle, upon some groandlea diarge of hostili- 
ty to the goTernment He was soon after liberated, through the interect of the 
Earl of Middlelon, with whom he had serred in the ciril war. But during 
thia inqnisonment, a change of the highest importance both to himself and hit 

, had come orer hi* mind. In the siune prison was confined the celebrated 

Laird of Swinlon, triio, aAer figuring under the protectorate aa a lord of tenion, 

1 a sealous instrument for the tupport of Cromwell's interett in Scotland, had, 

ing a diort residence in England before the Restoration, adopted the princi- 
ples of Quakerism, then reoantly promulgated for the lirft tittto by George Fox, 
and was now more anxious to gain proaelytea to that body than to defend his life 
againstthe prosecution meditated against him. When this extraordinaryperson was 
placed on trial before pBrliament, he might b»i« easily eluded justice by plead- 
ing that the parliamentary attainder upon whicb he wa* now diarged, had be- 
come null by the resdsaory act. But he scorned to take adrtuitage of any ^hn 
Bug^esled bj worldly lawyers. He aniwered, in the spirit of his sect, that when 
he committed the crime* laid to his charge, he was in the gall of bitterness and 
bond of iniquity, but that GM haring since called him to the light, he saw and 
acknowledged hJi past erron, and did aot refuse to pay the forfeit of them, eren 
though in their judgment this should extend to hi* life. Hit speech wa*, thouglt 
modest, to mnjeitic, and, though expressire of the moat perfect patience, *a pa- 

* Meddle. 
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tbMie, that It sppearod to melt the heoHa of fail judge*, Hid, to {he nirpriM of 
all who lemembwed hit patt da»d«, he wm recommended to the royal mercy, 
while many oAen, &r ke* ebnoxioui, ware treated wicb unrelentJng' wTerity. 
Such was the nam who inoculated Darid Barclay with those priodplei, of whidi 
hit ton wai deetined to be the ma«t diitinguiahed adrocate. 

Robert Barclay, the Mibject of the preeent article, receired the rudiment! of 
learning' in hii natire country, and wai afterarardi lent to Uie Scot* colle^ a 
Paria, of which hii uncle Robert (ion to the lait Barclay of Mathen,) \ " 
tor. Here he mode such rapid adrancea to bii itudies, oi to gain the n< 
praiie of the maMeie of the college ; and he abo became ao great a Is 
hii uncle, H to reoeiTe the oiler of being mads his beir, if he would r 
France. But hii father, (baring that he might ba induced to embrace tl 
lie faith, went, in compliance with hia mother'i dying requert, to Paris to 
bring him home, when he wai not much more than aixteen year* of age. The 
uncle ttiil endeavoured to prerent liia return, and propoied to purdiaie for hira, 
and preeeat to him immedialely, an eitate greater than his paternal on& Ro- 
bert repLed, " He ii my lather, and must be obeyed." llius, eren at a rery early 
age, be ihowed hnw far he could prefer a tatred principle to any riew of pHrate 
interest, bowerer damling. Hii uncle is said to hare felt much chagrin at bis 
refusal, and to have consequently left his property to the ooUq^e, and to Other 
religious houses In Fiance. 

The return of Robert Barclay to hii naUre country took place in 16S1, 
about two yean before his father made open profenion of the principle* 
of the Society of FrittuU. He was now, even at the early age of lixteen, 
perfectly akilled in the French' and Latin languages, the latter of which be 
could write and ipeak iHth wonderful fluency and correctness; be bad olw 
a cmnpetent knowledge of the sdenoee. With regard to the stale of his 
feelings on the subject of religion at thji early period of life, be lays, in bl* 
Treatise on Univenal Love ; " My fint education, from my infoncy fell amoi^it 
the stricteit sort of Calrinisti ; those of our country being generally admow- 
ledged to be the severeK of thM sect ; in the heat of zeal mirpEusing not only 
Geneva, from whenco they derive their pedigree, but all other the reformed 
cburchei abroad, so called. I hod scarce got out of my diildhood, when I wai, 
by the permission of Divine Providence, cast among the company of pnpiili ; and 
uiy tender yeari and immature capacity not being able to withstand and resist 
the insinuations that were used to proselyte me to that way, I became quickly 
deliled with the pollutions thereof^ and continued therein for a time, until it 
pleased God, through hi* ridi love and mercy, to deliver me out of those snare*, 
and to give me a dear undenlsnding of the evil of that way. In both these 
fecU I had abundant occasion to receive impremion* contrary to this principle of 
Icoe ; seeing the itiaitneoi of several of their doctrines, as well as their practice 
of penecutlon, do abiyidantly declare how opposite they are to universal love. 
The time that intervened betwixt my foimking Uie diurch of Rome, and joining 
theae with whom I now stand engaged, I kept myself A«e from joining with any 
•ort of people, though I took liberty to hear several ; and my convene was moBt 
with those that inveigh much tigtiiat judging, and guch kind of severity ; which 
latitude may perhaps be esteemed the other extreme, opposite to the precisene«i 
of these otiier sects ; whereby 1 also received an oppoitunity to know what usu- 
ally is pretended on that side likewise. As for those I am now joined to, I 
justly esteem tbem to be the true followen and servants of Jesus Christ." 

In his Apol<^, he omnmunicates the following account of hii conveisioa to 
the principle* previously embraced by hi* father. " It was not," he says, " by 
■trength of argument, or by a particular disquisition of eadi dodrine, and c 
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TJnMiiMnt of iny imdantsndin^ tharaby, ttut I came to rvMfvB and bear wItiMn 
of tbe truth, but by being wcretly readied by thU life. Par when I cMne inM 
the lileut iMenbliM of God'* people, I felt a leoret power amMigM them which 
touched my heart ; and a> I gare way unto it, I found tile evil weakenii^ in dm^ 
and the good railed up ; and lo 1 became Ihm knit and united unto them, hun- 
gering more and non aAer tbe inaeaee of tbii power and life, whereby 1 mij^t 
find myaelf perfectly redeemed." According to hia Mend WiUiun Fena, ft wai 
la the year 1667, when only nineteen yean of age,that be fidly became " oon- 
rinced, and piAlicly owned tbe teatimony of the tmie light, eolightenli^ 
every man." " Thia writer," aayi ha, " came early forth a Mahiui and ferrent 
witneaa for it [the true UghtX enduring the oxiaa and defiling the diame tlut 
attended hia ditcipteahip, and receired the gift of the mioiatry aa hia gveateat 
honour, in which he laboured to bring othera to Qod, and bia labonrwaa not in Tain 
in the I^wd." The teatimony of another of hia brethren, Andrew JaAtay. ia to tbe 
IB edbct; "Haring occMion, through hia wcaihy father, to be in the aaeetinga of 
God'a cbcaen people, iriio wi»abiphim inhii own name, ^irit, and power, and not 
'n the wordi of nao'i wiadom and preparation, be wai, by the virtue and elfiea- 
doui life of tbia bleaMd power, abortly alter reached, and that in a time of ri- 
lenoe, a myMery to the wrald, and came ao fast to grow therein, through hia great 
leve and watcbfulnea* to the inward appearance thereof^ that, not long after, he 
wM called out to tlie public miniitry, tuid declaring abroad that hia eyea had 
teen and faia handa had handled of the pure word of life. Yea the Lwd, who 
lored him, counted him worthy ao early to call him to aome weighty uid hard 
aernce* for hit truth in our nation, that, a little after hia coming out of tbe oge 
of mioority, Bi it it called, he wat nude willing, in tbe day of tiod'a power, to 
giro up hia body aa a aign and wonder to thii generation, and to deny bimarif 
and oil in him at a man ao &r at to become a fool, for hit lake whom he lored, 
in going in aackcloth and aahea through Uie dkief ilreela of tbe dty of Aberdeen, 
betide* aome aerricea tt aereral itaeple^houie* and tome lullering* in priaon for 
the truth'* aake," 

The true ground* of Barclay'* predilection for -the meek pr4ndplet of the 
Friend*, ia periiapt to be found in bia pbyaical UmpwamenL On BrriTing in 
Scotland, in 1664, with a heart open to every generout impulae, hit mild nature 
appear*, frcHO one of the abore extract* of hit onm writings, to have l>een aboek- 
ad by tbe mutual boatility which exiited btfween the adherent* of the est^li)hed 
and tbe dia-ettabliihed churohea. While tbeee boHei judged of eadi other in 
tbe tererett ipirit. they joined in one point alone— « aen*e of the propriety of 
perieeuting the new aad ttrange tect called Quakera, from wbom both might ra- 
ther have learned a leaaon of forbeamnee and toleration. Bvday, who, &omhit 
Frendi education, wna totally free of all prejudice* on either aide, teema to have 
deliberately preferred that tect which alone, of all other* in hia native oountry, 
profeaaed to regard every denomination of fellow-Chritti^* with an equal AaW 
ing of kindneat. 

In February, 1669-70, Robert Barclay married Chriatiaa Molliaon, daughter 
of Gilbert Molliaon, mendiant in Abwdeen ; and on hi* manlage aattled at 
Ury with hia father. The ittue of tbia marriage wat three tent and fbiv dan^ 
tor*, all of whom ■urrived him, and were liring fifty yean after hi* deatk In 
the life of John Giratton, there 1* an agreeable and inatracdve aeoonnt of thl* 
exoellent mother'* tolidtode to irabue the Under mind* of her childnn wiA 
piout and good [^ndplea. The pattage it at follow* '. " I obaerved (1694, ber 
butband being then dead,) that when her diildren were up in tbe morning and 
di e m n d, the «at down with them, before breakbtt, and in a raligioua man: 
waited upon the Lord : irttiob piout care, and motherly inttruction of her clul- 
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dren vrben jovtig, doobtleM bad Ita deur«d effect upon tbi m, Tor u tbey grew iii 
jeun, tbe; t3io grew in the knovrledge of tbs bleued truth ; and linoe thtt time, 
loma of them bsTe become public preacfaen thereof." Belie*iiig it to be ber dut; 
to eppeir k preycber of righteouiiieu, >be mi verjr loUdtoiu that her example might. 
In all reipecti, correipoiid with her etation. 

Bobert Barolay, after hie nuurii^, lired about liiteen jean with hit fether ; in 
which time be wrote mott of thoM work* by which hii fame hai bedo establiihed. 
All bii time, however, wh not paaied in endearouiing to aerre tbe cause of religion 
with bi* pen. He both acted and luffered for it. Hii whole eiiEteace, indeed, 
■eem* to have iMen henceforth derated to the intereati of that proFeuion of religion 
which he had adopted. In proterution of hi* purpOM, be made a number of excilt- 
■long into England, H(dlBnd, and particular parti of Germany; teaching, m he went 
along, the univeml and laring ligbt of Christ, tometimea rocaliy, but a* often, we 
may auppoae, by what be leemi to baTe considered tbe fiir more powerful manner, 
eiprcMJTe lilence. In theM ptrregrinationi, the drtiils of which, had tbey been pre- 
■erred, would have been deeply intereitiiig, he wat on lome occawoni accompanied 
by the famoui WilUam Penn, and probably alio by otben of tbe brethren. 

The Brit of bii publieatioai in the order of time wu, " Truth cleared of Calumniea, 
oeesitoned by a book entitled, A Dialogue tretween a Quaker and a Stable Chriitian, 
written by the Rev. William Hitcheli, a miniiter or preaober in the neighbourhood 
of Aberdeen.'' " Tbe Quakers," says a defender of the Scottiah church, " were, at 
this time, only newly risen up ; they were, like every new lect, obtrutively forward ; 
■ome of their tenets were of a startling, and iome of tfaeoi of an incomprehensibte 
kind, and to the rigid preibyterians especially, they were exceedingly oSensive. 
Hearing these novel opinions, not ta simply stated and held by the Quakers, who 
were, generaliy speaking, no great lo^dans, but in their remote consequences, they 
regarded them with horror, and in the heat of their teal, it must be confessed, often 
lost nght both of charity and truth. They thus gave their generally passive oppo- 
nents great advantages over them. Barclay, who was a man of great talents, t 
certainly in this iosttuice luccesaful in refuting many false charges, and rectifying 
many farced const ructiani that had been put upon parts of tbeir practice, and, u 
I he whole, setting tbe character of his silent brethren in a more fsvourable light than 
formerly, though be was far trom baring demonstrated, as these brethren fondly 
imagined, 'the soundness and scripture verity of their principles.' " This publica- 
tion WM dated at Ury, the 101b of the second Month, 16T0i and in the eleventh 
Montb of tbe nme year, be added to It, by way of appendix, " Some things of 
weighty concernment proposed in meekneit and love, by way of queiies, to thi 
aerioaa eonaidention of the inhabitants of Aberdeen, which also may be of use ti 
■neb ■* are of the same mind with them elsewhere in this nation." These queries, 
twenty in nuMber, were more particularly directed to Messrs David Lyal, Georgi 
Ueldrum, and John Heniies, tht miniitet* of Aberdeen who had, not only from th< 
pulpit, forbidden tbeir people to read the aforesaid treatise, but bad applied to th< 
magiftratei of Aberdeen to sDppress it. Mitchell wrote a reply to " 'Truth cleared 
of edomDies,'' and, on the 94tb day of the tenth Month, 1671, Barclay finished ft 
rejoinder at Ury, under tbe title of " William Mitchell unmasked, or the staggering 
instability of tbe pretended stable Christian discovered ; bis omissions observed, and 
weakness unvailed," Ac This goes over tbe same ground with tbe former treatise, 
and is seasoned with several severe strokes of sarcasm against these Atwrdoniani, 
who, " Botwitbstaudtng they bad sworn to avoid a dtltrtabU nmtralicy, could now 
preach under the bishop, dispense with tbs doxology, forbear lecturing and other 
parta of tbe Directorial discipline, at the bishop's order, and yet keep a reserve for 
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preibyterf ineueitoateagaiain Tuliion." Be alio turni loiiwoF William Mitehell'l 
■rgument* a^nat faimielf with greAtlagenuitr, tfaoagli atill be camea far ihort ol 
csUbliabing hii own tbeory . It ii warthj of rimark, that, in tliig treatiu, he haa 
IVequent rscoune to Richard Bazter'a aphoriami on jusCiGcation, whon new law 
acheme of the goipel Mcmi to have bean vcrjp much to the (atta of the Quaker. It 
appeari to have been on the appeannca of thii publication that, '■ for a aign and 
wonder to the generation," he walked through the cbieritreet* of the citf of Aber- 
deen, clothed in iackdoth and uhea ; on which occaiion be puhliahed (in 1673) « 
" SeaMinable warning aiid lerioui exhortation to, and expoatulation with, tb* 
inhabitanta of Aberdeen, concerning thii preaent diipenaatlon and day of God'a liring 
vititation lowardi tbem." 

fiii neit perfornunca waa, " A CatechiaD and ConfeHioii of Faitb," the anawera 

10 the queitiona being all in the eipreaa wordi of Scripture i and the prelkce to it 

11 dated, " From Dr;, the place ofmj being, in my natira country of Scotland, the 
l!th of the eixtb inoDtb, 16T3." Thia waa followed b; '• The Anarcbf of the 
Itanten," ic. 

We now come to bia great work, ■■ An Apology for tbe true Chriitian DiTlnity, 
ai the lame is held forth and preached bj the people called in leors, Quakera : Being 
a full eiplanatlon and vindication of their principle! and doctrinei, bj many argu- 
ment! deduced from Scripture and right icaaon, and the teatimonieiorfiimouaauthDn, 
both ancient and modern ; with a full answer to the atrongeal objections uiuallf 
made againit them. Presented to the Eing. Written and published in Latin 
tba information of atrangera, by Robert Barclay, and now put into our own language 
for tbe benefit of hia conntrymen." Tbe epiatle to the King, prafizejd to this 
elaborate work, i* dated, " From Ury, tbe place of my pilgrimage, In my nativo 
country of Scotland, the 3Ath of the month called NoTembcr, 1679." Thii epiatle 
ia not a little curious, among other things, for tbe ardent anticipationi which the 
writer indulges with regard to the increase and future preralenee of the doctrines of 
tbe (Quakers, which he calls, " the gospel now again rsTcaled after a long and dark 
night of apoatacy, and commanded to be preached to all nations." After some para- 
grapha,sufficient1ycomplimeutBj'yto the peaceable babitsofhis silence-loving brethren, 
ba tells his majesty that *■ generations to come will not more admire that singular 
step of Divine Providence, in restoring thee to thy tbrone without bloodshed, than 
they shall admire the increase and progreaa of this truth without all outward help, 
and against so great opposition, wbtcb shall be none of the least things rendering tby 
memory remarkable." In looking back upon the atrocities that marked the reign of 
Charles II., the growth of Q,uakeriam it scsrcely ever thought of, and tbe lufferings 
of its professors are nearly in visible, by reason of the far greater suflferingi of another 
branch of tbe Christian church. Though led by his enthuaJaam in bis own cauae to 
OTerrate it, Barclay certainly bad no intention of flattering tbe King. " God," be 
goes on to tell him, "hatb done great things for thee; ba hath suiDcienlly shown thee 
that it is by him princes rule, and that he can pull down and set up at hit pleasure. 
Tbon hast tasted of prosperity and adreraity ; thou knoweat what it is to be banished 
thy native Country, to be overruled aa well as to lule and sit upon the throne, and 
being oppressed thou hast reason to know how hateful the (^pressor is, botb to Goi 
and man. If after all these warnings and advertiaementa, thou dost not tarn unto 
tlie Lord with all thy heart, but forget him who remembered thee in thy diatres*, 
and give up thyself to lust and vanity, surely great will be thy condemnation," 

The Apology is a most elaborate work, indicating no small portion of botb talent 
and learning. It contunt, indeed, the sum of tbe author's thougbta in those treatises 
we have already mentioned, as well as in those which he afiCerwards pnbliahed, 
digsited into filleen propositions, in which are included all tbe peculiar notions of 
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(Be tct: — loimadUte Revelation; Ibe UniveniLl Bpirituil ligbti Silent wortbipi 
Perfection i the Rejection of the Sabbath uid tba Sacranienti, Ac, Jtc. Thii ia 
done wilb great apparent (implicit;, and man; plauaibla reuona, a number of excel- 
lent tbougliti being (truck out bythe waj ; jet thejare far from being aatiifactorj, 
and never will b« to to an; who are not already itronglf poeteued with an idea of 
the internal light in man, to which the author holda even the Seripturei themielTet 
lo be tubordinate. There are, indeed, in the book, many lophiimi, many flat eontra- 
dtettone, and many awertion* that are Incapable of any proof. The appeals which 
he makei to hia own experience for the proof of fait doctrinei sre often not a little 
curioua, and ttrongly illuetrative of hi* character, at well at of the principle! he had 



Tbe game year in which he publiihed the Apology, he publiihed an aceoant of a 
ditpute with the atudentt of Aberdeen, which touchei little betidei the folly of luch 
■tiempti to eitabliih truth or confute error. The following year, ia eonjuDctiou 
with Qeorge Keith, be put forth a kind oF weond part to the foregoing article, which 
they entitled, " Quabetiun Confirmed, being an aniwer to ■ pamphlet by the Aber. 
decn itudentt, entitled, Quakeriim C>n*B»i;d." Thia treat! only of matten to be 
found in a better form in the Apology. In the Grit month of the year IS}?, tcom 
Aberdeen priton, be wrote bit trealiie of " UaJrerul Love," and in the end of the 
tame year, he wrote, fiom hii houM at Ury, ■• An Epiatia of Lore and Friendly 
AdTiee to (be Ambaswdon of the ieteral priiicei uf Europe, met at Nimeguen, to 
eoniult the peace of Cbrialendom bo far aa they are concerned ; wherein tbe true 
cauie of the preieiit wai it discovered, and the right remedy and meant for a firm 
and tettled peace it propoied." Thit lait wu written in Latin, but publiihed alto 
in Englith for the beneBt of hia countrymen. Both of the above tracti deaerve 
■erioui perutal. In 1679, be publiihed a vindication of bii Apology, and io 188S, 
hit laat work, " The poiubllity and neceaaity of tbe inward and immediate revelation 
of tbe Spirit of Ood towarda (he foundation and ground of true faith i in a letter to 
a peraon of quality in Holland," publiihed both in Latin and Englith. In neither 
of thete, in our opinion, haa ha added anything to hia Apology, which, at we have 
already aaid, containt the turn of all that he hat written or publiihed. 

In the latter part of hii life, Barclay obtained, by the infiuence of hii talents and 
the tineerity and limplicity of hit character and profetaioni, an exemption from that 
peraecution which marked bii eu-lj yeart. Ua bad alio contributed io no luiall 
degree, by the eloquence of hit writing! in defence of the Frieiidi, lo procure for 
them a conaiderahle there of public retpect. He it even found, alrangely enough, to 
have latterly poaaetaed aoma influence at tbe ditaolute court of Charlet IL In ]6TB, 
be obtained a charter from thia monarch, under the great acal, erecting hia landi of 
Urj,' into a free barony, with dvil and criminal juriadictlon to him and hit heirt. 
Thit charter waa afterwardt ratified by an act of Parliament, the preamble of which 
ttatea.it to be "for the many lervicea done by Colonel David Barclay, and hia aon, 
tbe aaid Robert Barclay, to the King and hit moit royal proganitart in timet pttt." 
Another and more dittinguitfaed mark of court favour w*t conferred upon him iu 
1S83, when he received the nominal appointment of governor of Eatt Jeney, in 
North America, ftvra the proprietort of that province, of whom hit friend the Earl 
of Perth wu one. He waa alia bimielf made a proprietor, and had allotted to 
him live thouaand acres of land above hit proprietary afaare, aa inducementa for 
hia acceptance of the dignity, which, at the aame time, he wat permitted to depute. 
The royal eommiaaion confirming thit grant atatet, that tucb are hit known fidelity 
■ad eapadty, that he hat the goveroment during life, but that no other governor 

* nit father had died In 16T8, leivfai( him In poaaea^n of thit aataU. 
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niter him bIi«U bate it for mors tfann three yean. One ot hit bralhen MtUed 
in the prorince, but he never Tuitad it hiiMelt In tliii jtmu* we find hin —lit 
Ing Ibe L«inl of Swlnton irith hit intarsK and puns at Edinburgh; Ihoa aa- 
iwering practically and freely the apoitolie expoitulation (I Ctv. ix. 11.), by 
pramittiiig Sirinlon to reap cvnal Ihiiigi, wbo bad wmi ^iritual thingi to hia 

This mnainder of hii life it not marked with many inrianoM of public ac> 
Hon. Much of it appeara to hare be«n puied in tranquillity, and in the 
boeom of hii bmily ; ^ be occaiionally undertook jounteya to pronioto Ida pri- 
Tste concemi, to terra hit relotioni and neigbboun, or to maintain the cauM of 
hit brethren in reli^out piofeMioii. He nma in London in 1G85, and had fre- 
qnent acceti to King Jamea 11., who had all along erinced a warm friendihip 
tonardt him. Barclay, on tibe other hand, thinking Janiee dncere in hia fUth, 
and perhap* influenced a little by the flaOery of a prince't fafour, appeon to 
bare conceirod a r«al regard for thit miiguided and ininudent monardi. Li- 
berty of oonsdenoe baring been oonoeded to Ihe Friendj on the aoceation of 
Jamei II., Barclay exerted bit influence to procure torn* parliamentary airango- 
ment, by whidi they night be exempted from tbe hanh and niinout protecu- 
^ont to whid they were expoied, in conaequence of their peculiar notioni at to 
the exercise of the law. He wat i^^ain in London, on thii buaineit, in 1G86, 
en which occarion he Tititod the teren bithopi, then confined in the Tower, for 
haring refuted to diitributo in their reipectire diocetee the king'i derJaration 
fiir liberty of conaaence, and for having repretented to tbe king the groundt of 
their objection to the toeaaure. The popular opinion wa« in farour of the 
bithopi ; yet the former tereritiet of aome of the epiacopul order agaiott dinen- 
ttn, particularly againtt the Priendi, occaaioned aome reflectiont on theni. Thit 
having come to the knonledge of the impritoned biahopa, they declared that, 
"the Quaken had belied them, by reporting that they had been the death of 
tome." Robert Bai>clay, being infonned of thit declaratian, went to the Tower, 
and gare their lordahip* a well-nibitanlialed account of Knrie penoni baring 
been detained in priion till death, by order of bithopi, though they had been 
apprized of the danger by phytldaiu who were not Qnaken. He, however, 
obaerved to the biriiopa, that it wai by no meant the intentioa of the Priendi to 
publiili nch erenta, and thereby give the king, and their other adreruiriet, any 
advantage against them. Barclay wat in London, for the latt time, in the me- 
morable year 1688. He vitited Jamea II., and lieing with him near a windBw, 
tbe king kraked out, and obierved that, " the wind wat -then bir for the prince 
of Orange to come over." Robert Barday replied, " it waa hard that no expe- 
dient could be found to latitff tbe people." The king declared, " he would do 
any thing becoming a gentleman, except pnttii^ with liberty of cenadenee, 
which be never would whikt he lived." At that time Barclay took a final leave 
of the unfortunate king, for whoae diaatten he waa much concerned, and with 
whom be had been leveral timet engaged In lerioua diicourae at that time. 

Robert Barclay " laid down the body," «aya Andrew Jaffiay, " in llw holy and 
honourable truth, wherein he had terved it about three and twenty yeaia, upon 
the 3rd day of the eighth month, 1690, nev the ftoty and aecond year of Ida 
age,. at hit own houie of Urio, in Scotland, and it wat laid in hia own burial 
ground there, upon the 6th day of the aame month, beibre many firienda and 
other people." Hit character hat been thua drawn by another of tbe amicable 
fraternity to which he belonged : — ' 

" He waa diitinguiibed by ttrong mental powert, particularly by great pene- 
tration, and a aound and accurate judgmenL Hit t&lenta were mudi improved 
■ A alion aooount of tbt Utt and Wrllln|i of Robert Barday, Lordon, laOE. 
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hy a i«gulaT and daAJral aducation. It Aom not, hoireTer, appe-ir that Lit to* 
parior quftliticatioDi produced that olation of mind, which jm too oiUm tb«ii 
attendant : ha wat meek, humble, and ready to allow to odien the merit they 
pow m e o d. All hii pawimu ««m under Ae moat excellent gofermnent. Two 
of hii intbnUe bienda, in dieir chuaoter of him. declare that tbey never knew 
Kim to be angry: He had the happincM of early peiueinng the inliniie lupe- 
ri<»ity of reUgien to erery other attainment ; and the IKrine giaoe enabled him 
to dedicate hi* life, and all that be pewewed. to promote the cauae of piety and 
nrtue. Fw the welfane of hia &jeDda be wai uneerely and warmly concerned: 
and he travelled and wrote much, aa well a* nifibred dMerliilly, in nipport of 
the aociety and the prind^ea to wfaioh be bad comcientiouily attotdied hinualf. 
But tbi* was not a blind and bi g oted attacbmeaL Hii zeal waa tempered with 
charity ; and be lored and rejected goodnSM wfaeierer be found iL Hit uu- 
corrupted integrity and liberality of tentiment, hia great abilities and auavity of 
ditpoaitTon, gare him mueb intereat with peticait ef rank and influenoe, and he 
employed it in a manner that marked tha beneTolence of hia heart He lored 
peace, and waa oAen inatrumental in tettling di^ule^ and in producing reooii> 
ciliadoni between contending partieB, 

" In wpptHt and puituit at what he beliered to be right, he poiaeaMd great 
finuneti <^ mind ; which wat early eriaced in Um pioua and duti&l aentiment 
be expretaed to hia uncle, who t«mpted him with great oAin to remain in 
France) againit the detire of hia father : ' He ii my father,' aaid he, ' and he 
must be obeyed.' All the nrluee hanooirize, and are connected with one another: 
tbii linu and reioliite tpirit in the proaecution of duty, waa united witli great 
■ympathy and compaaaiMk towarda penoni in affliiXion and diitreML They were 
conaoled by bia tenderneM, aaaiited by hit advice, and occaaiooally reliered by 
kit bounty. Hit spiritual ditoemioent and religioui experienoe, directed by 
that Divine inSuence whidi he valued above all thinga, eminently qualified him 
to inttruct the ignwaut, to reprav« tlM irreligioui, to nrvagthan the leeble- 
minded, and to animate the advanced Qirittian to itiU givaler d«gieea of virtue 
and hnlinnti 

" In private life he wat equally amiaUe. Hit eonvervi^on wai cheerful, 
guarded, and insliuctivtL Ha waa a dutiful ton, aa atfectionate and faithful 
huiband, a tender and earful father, a kind and contiderate matter. Without 
exaggeration, it may be laid, that piety and virtue were raeonmended by hit 
example ; and that, though the period at hia liGs wai ahort, he had, by the aid 
of Divine grace, most wiiely and haf>pily improved it He lived long enoi^ 
to monifeat, in an eminent d^ree, Ibe temper and conduct of a Chtiatian, and 
the virtne* and quolificationi of a true miniater of the goipet.'' 

BARCLAY, WiLuut, an eminent civilian, and Other of the ttill mom oele- 
braled author of the Argtnit, waa deicended from one of the beat fiuniliea in 
Scotland under tbe rank of nobility, and wat bom in Aberdeendiva, in 1541, 
He tpent hit early yeart in the court of Queen Mary, with irtiom he wat in high 
favour. AfUr her captivity in Ei^land, diiguated with the turbulent ttate of hia 
native country, which prmniied no advantage to a man of learning, ha removed 
t« France (1573), and began to ttudy the law at Bourgea. Having in lime 
qualified himself to teacb tbe civil law, he wat appointed by the Duke of Loitain, 
through the reoommendation of hii rdadon Edmund Hay. the Jeauit, to be a pro- 
fettco- of that tdence in the univenity of Pontamouaton, being at tha same time 
oouosellor of state and omaler of requesta to his princely patron. In 1591, he 
tnanried Anne de Afoleville, a young lady of Lorrain, by whom be had hit son 
TidiD, the subject of the following article. Thit youth ihowad tokens of genhit at 
an early period, and waa sought from his fhther by the Jetuita, that he might «nter 
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lh«ir fociety. The father, tlunldng proper to lefuM the requeil, becnme an ob> 
ject of fuch wrath to that learned and luuanipulou* fVatemity, tlut he mu torn. 
pelled to abandoQ all hii prefennenla, and wek reftige in England. Thii wai 
in 1603, juit at the time when hii imUTe torerei^ had acMilsd to the throne of 
England. Jamei I. offered him a peniion, and a place in hii coundli, on con- 
dition that he would embrace the proteitant faith ; but though indignant at the 
iutriguM of the Jeiuita, he would not deaert their religion. In 1604, 1m return- 
ed to France, and became profeuor of ciril law at Angen, where he taught fora 
caniiderabte time iiilii high reputation. It 'a taii that lie enteriained a rerj 
high leme of the dignity of hli lituation. He med to "go to wdiool ererf day. 
Attended by a lerrant who went before him, himself baring a ridi robe lined with 
ermine, the train of which waa lupported by two lerTBnt^ and hit fon upon bit 
right band ; and there hung about hit neck m great chain of gold, with a medal 
of gold, with hu own picture." Such wat, in tboie dayi, the pomp and circum. 
Mance of the profeaiian of civil law. He did not long enjoy tbii tituation, dy- 
ing toward* the dote of 1605. He ia allowed to liare been very learned, not 
only in the ciril and canon law, but in die danical languages, and in eecleeifw- 
tical biilory. But hii prejudice! were of to riolent a nature ai to obicure both 
his geniua and erudition. He lealouily maintained the abiolute power of mon- 
arch!, and bad an ilUberal antipathy to tbe proteatant religion. Hii worlu are, 
1, a controrenial'treatiie on tbe royal power, t^od Buchanan and other king- 
killen, Farii, 1600 ; 8, a treatiie on the power of the Pope, showing that he 
hai no right of rule orer aecular princes, 1S09 ; 3, a commentary on the title 
of the pandecta de rebii cTtditit, &i:; 1, a commentary on Tacitin'i life of 
Agricola. All these worlu, ai nell as their titles, are in L«tln. 

BiRCLiT, John, ion of William Barclay, was born at PonliunousMn in 
FVtince, January 3*4, 1592, and wai educated under the care of Jeiuits. 
When only nineteen yean old, he publiihed notei on tbe Thebaia of Statiu& He 
was, ai abore itat«d, the innocent cause of a quarrel between bis father and the 
Jeauita, in consequence of which tbe family removed to England, in 1603. At 
the beginning of 1604, young Barclay presented a poetical panegyric to the 
king, under the title of Kaienda Jamiarim. To Ihii monarch he soon after 
dedicated tbe fint part of his celebrated Latin satire entitled, Euphormion. Johi. 
Barclay, like many young men of genius, was anxious for distinction, quocunqtu 
■modo, and, having an abundant conceit of bis own abilitiei, and looking upon 
all othermen as only fit to furnish him with matter of ridicule, he launched at the 
very fint into the dangerous field of general satire. He confeisei in the apoli^y 
which he afterwardi published for hja Euphormion, that, "ai soon as he left 
•nhool, a juvenile desire of fame indted him to allaeH the whole uxtrld, rather 
with a view of promoting bii own reputation, than of dishonouring indtriduali.'' 
We must confess that thii grievous early fault of Barclay was only the transgres- 
(ion of a very spirited character. He says, in hit dedication of Euphormion to 
King James, written when be wa« two-and-twenty, that he wai ready, in the seii- 
rice of hii Majesty, to conved hii pen into a iword, or hii iword into a pen. 
His prospects at tbii court were unfortunately blighted, like those of his fo- 
tlier, by tha religious contests of the time; and m 1604 tbe fanilly returned 
lo Prance. John, howerer, appears to hare spent the next year dtiefly In ^g- 
laiid, probably upon lome renewal of his prospects at the court of King James. 
In 1606, after the death of his father, lie returned to I<Vttnce, and at Paris mar- 
ried LouiHt Debonnaire, with whom he soon after lettled nt London. Here be pub- 
lished the second part of his Eaphormian, dedicating it to the Earl of Salisbury, 
' lister in whom he could find no fnult but his exceww of virlm. Lord Hnilea 
rks, ai a lurpriiing circumstance, that the writer who could diicover no faults 
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in Salirixiry, aiDwd tha ihalU of ridicolo at SuUy ; but nothing con be Ian wr- 
privng in fodli ft penon ■■ Barclay. A tnaa who latirizad only for the lahe 
ot'penonal eelat, would H«BiilyflaUer in gratitude for the least notice. It should 
abo be raooUaclad, that many mindi do not, till the approach of middle life, ac- 
quire the power of judging accurately regarding viitue and rioa, or merit and 
demerit: all prisdplaa, In locb mindi, are jumbled like tha element! of the 
earth In chaoa, and are only at length reilused fo order by tha overmaitering 
influence of the uodeistsndlng. In the di^oation whidi aeeina to hare cliara^ 
leriMd Barclay, for flaUering Iboae who patronised him, he endenroured to please 
King Jamea, in the second part of the Euphormion, by latirizing tobacco and 
the puritano. In tbit year he also published an account of the gun-powder plot, 
a walk remarked to be singularly imparlial, coaaiilermg the religion of the writer. 
During the course of three years' residence in England, Barclay receired no 
token of the royal liberality. Sunk in indigence, with an increasing fiunily 
cilling for support, he only wished to be indemnified for his English Joutneys, 
and to hare his charges defrayed into France. At length he was reliered from 
hi* disQ'esses by his patron Salisbury. Of these circumstances, so Guniljar and 
so discouraging lo men of letlen, we are Informed by soma allegorical and ob- 
kcui« rersea written by Barclay at that sad senson, Haring remored to France 
in IGOU, be next year published his Apology for the Euphormion. This denotes 
that he coma to see the folly of a geneml contempt for mankind at the age of 
t.tenty-eigbL How he supported himself at this time, doe* not appear; but he 
i« found, in 16L1, publishing his Icon AlUmaivm, which is declared by a com- 
petent critic to be the best, tboi^h not the most celebrated of his worki It is 
a delineation of the genius and nuuiners of the European Dations, with remarks, 
moral and philosoi^iical, on the rarious tempers of mon. It is pleasant to ob- 
serre that in this work be does justice to the Scottish people. In 1613, Barcby 
is said to have been inrited by Pope Paul V. to liome. He hod preriously 
Inshed the holy court in no measured terms ; but so marked a homage from 
this quarter to his distincdon in letters, ni usual, softened his feelings, and he 
now accordingly shifted his iamily thither, and lired the regt of his life under the 
protection of the pontilE In 1617, he published at Rome his " Parttneiia ad 
Sectarioa, Libri Duo ;" a work in which he seenu to bare aimed at atoning for 
hU fbrmer larcasnu at the Pope, by attacking Aose whom his holiness called 
heretics. Barclay seem* to hare been honoured with many marks uf kindnesi^ 
not only from Ae Pope, but also from Cardinal Baiberini ; yet it does not appear 
that he obttuned mnit enH^ument. Incumbered with a wife and family, and 
bariDg a spirit abore his fortune, he was left at full leisure to pursue his studies 
It was at that dme that be compoaed his Latin romance called Argenit. He 
employed his vacant hours in cultivating a flower garden ; and Boati relates, inbii 
turgid Italian style, that Barclay cared not for those bulbous root* which jnndiice 
flowen of a sweet soeut, but cultivated sudi as produced flowers void of smell, 
but hanng variety of colours. Hence we may conclude that he was among the 
first of those who were infected with that strange disease, a passion for tuUpa, 
wfaicb soon after overspread Europe, and i* ocmimemorated under the name of the 
Ttdipo-mania, Barclay might truly hare said with Vii^l, " Tantiu amorfia- 
Ivm !" He had two mastilli placed as sentinels to protect his garden ; and ra- 
ther than abandon his favourite flowers, chose to continue his residence in an ill- 
tiired and unwholesome situation. 

Tlii* oKtraordinary genius, who seems to have combined the perfarvidum I'n- 
yeniun of hi* father'* country, with the mercurial vivacity of his mother'*, died 
rit Rome on the 13th of August, 1631, in the thirty-ninth year of his age. He 
left a wife, who had tormented him nuich with jealousy, (through the ardour of 
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her anection, h be ezplKined it ), beiidei three c^draD, of wliom two wen boyi. 
He alio left, in th« hwiiboftbe printer, hi* celebnlad Argtnit, «nd alu an um- 
pubUibed hirtory of the ocmquMt of Jeruialem, and *onM fragmanla of a general 
hitliory of Bioopo. He wm buried in Hie cburcb of St Onupliriui, and hit widow 
erected a monument to him, with fai« biNt in oMU^Ie, at the churcb of St Li 
renco, on the mad to Uroli. A ilrange circumitance cauied the deitniction of 
thii trophy. Cardinal Barberini chanced to erect a moniaaeat, exactly limilar, 
V the *anie place, to fail preceptm^ Bemardui Giditim* a mtnUe Saneti Sabini. 
When the widow of Barclay heard of thii, ihe aaid, " My huiliand waa a nuui ot 
birth, and fnmaui in the literary world ; I will not auAer hita to ramain on a 
lerel with a baae and i^acare pedagogue" She therefore cauwd the butt to b« 
lenMred, and the inicription to be obliterated. The aooount pna of the Ax- 
gm'it, by Lord Hailc^ who wrote a life of Ji^n Barclay aa a tpecimen of a Bio- 
gropkia Seoliea,' it ai f<^owi : " Argaui It generally aippoaed to be a hittwy 
under feigned naioet, aa)d not a romance. Barclay himtelf conbibuted to eetab. 
liah thia o^nion, by iutrodudng loraa nti diaracten Into the woik. But that 
wat merely to coniidinMnt certain dignitariei of the (Aurdi, whoae good offioei 
be courted, or wfaote power he dreaded. The key prefixed to ArgaiU hai pe» 
petoated the error. Iliere ore, no doubt, many incidenti in it that allude to t)M 
itat« of France during the ciril wart in the terenleenth century ; but it re^irirae 
a itrong imaginadon indeed to diaoorer Queen EUzabalh in Uyanitbe, er Hcairy 
lll.of b'ranoe in Meleander." On the whole, Argenii appeart to be a poetical &bte, 
repleta with nxval and political reflectioBi. Of thit work three Eolith tranilatioot 
haTia a[4»eared, the laM in 1773 ; but it now only enjoyithe reflect! n reputation 
of a work that wm <Hioe in high repute. We may quote, bowerer, the opinion 
which Cowper wat pleaaed t* nifmm regarding Ihii «ngular production. " It 
if," iayi the poet of Olney, " the moat amiaing nunaace that erec wat HTitten. 
It U the oidy one, indeed, of an old date, that I had erer the paticuce to go 
througfa with. It ii intei'cating' in a high degree, richer in incident than can be 
imagined, fiill of turpriiet, which the reader nerer forettalk, and yet free from 
entanglement and confuuon, lie ityle loo, appeart to nw lo be tudi at would 
not didiooour Tadtua himtelf" 

BASSANl'IN, or BASSANTOUN, Jihu, Htroncmcr and mathematician, wat 
the ton of the Laird of Baaaanlin, in Borwiduhire, and probably bom in the 
aariy part of the aixlMiitb century. Being tent to itudy at the Unifanity 4rf 
Glai^vr, be a[^itied himtelf afanoit exchaively to madMrnadci, to Ae neglect ot 
Innguagci aad phUoet^y, wUdi ware tbeo the moit coamMi ttudy. In order 
lo proiecute aaathenuUict nare elftctually than it waa pottible to do in hit own 
country, be went abroad, and titiTeUed Ouwigh the Netberiandt, Switurland, 
Italy, and Oennany; fixing himaalf at laat ia Frsoca, when for a coDaideniUa 
time be tai^ht hii &raurite tdence with high reputation in the Unitardty ot 
Faria. In that age, the rtudy of ailroaoniy wm inteparsble firam aUrology, and 
BatHUitin became a celebrated proficieot in Ihii protended tctence, idiich wat 
then hi)^y cultiraled in France, intomuch that it entered m«we at leti into 
ahnoat all public allaiia, and neaily eiery court in Eun^ had iti attnilager. 
Bamntin, beaidet bit attainmenta in aitrolDgy, uadentood the laws of the 
beateni to an extant which excited (be wonder of the age — itpecially, when it 
wat conndered that be had icasoely any knnwiedge of the 6ro^ or Ladn lut- 
guagee. In which all that wat fiirmerly known of thii ideoce had been embodied. 
But, at may be eatlly conceiTcd, artroaomy wat at yet a meat imperfect toiance; 
the Copomican ayitam, irtiicfa forma the groandwcric vi modem ailnMiomy, 
«M not yet diacoverad w acknowledged ; and all that wat reaHy known had 
■ Prinled In tto. In lT3t, and the grannd-work of lb« prennl tkelch. 
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io time becmne to inextricably iHOciat«d with Uia dreanu of anrolof^, m to be 
entitled to little itepetL Bauantln returned to liii natiTe country in 1669, 
and in piudng thnx^ England, lost with Sir Hobert HelriUe of Mordecairny, 
Hiio WB4 then engaged in a diplomatic miauoa from Mary to Elizabeth, for the 
purpow of bringing about a meeting between the two queena. A curiout acco 
3f this rencontre ii preMrred by Sir Jamei Melrille in hia Memoirs, and, ai 
h highly illiutratii^ of Ihe chonuiter and preleosiona of Bowandn, -we ihall lay 
it before the reader. " Ane Bamintin, a Scottii man, that had been txavelit, 
and mu leamit in hich icyences, cam to him \S'a Robert Melnlle] and laid, 
' Gud gentilman, I hear aa gud report of you that I lore you bartly, and thare- 
fore canot forbear to ihair you, how all your upriebt dealing and your honeat 
traTell will be in rain, where ye belieTe to obtein a weall for our Quen at 
Quen of Englandii handia. You bot tyne your tyine j for, firtt, they will ne 
■neit togither, and neit, there will nerir be bot discemblii^ and Mcret hatlimt 
for a wbyle, and at length captivity and utter wr»k for our Quen by England.' 
My brother's answer again was, tliat be lyked not to heir of sic denliicb newe*, 
nor yet wald he credit them in any sort, ai flilie, ungodly, and unlswfuU for 
Christiant to medio them with. Baasantin an«wet«d again, ' Gud Merter Mel- 
Till, tak not that hard opinion of me ; 1 am a Christian of your teli^on, and 
fean God, and purpoaes nerer to cost myself in any of the unlawful artia that 
yt mean of, hot «a far as Melanthon, wha was a Godly theoh^ue, hai declared 
and written anent the uatuiall scyencw, that ore lawfUU and daily red in dyrei* 
Christian UniTarsities; in the quhilkis, as in all oUiir artu, God geiea to aome 
leas, to sorao mair and dear^ knawledge than till others ; be the quhilk knaw 
ledge I bare alto that at length, that the kingdom of England sail of rycht 
fall to the crown of Scotland, and that ther at« Mane bom at thii inaiant, that 
sail bruik lands and herilagee in England. Bot alace it will coat many dieir 
lyres, and many blUdy battaika wilbo fouchten first, or [ere] it tak a aattled 
eHect; and be my knawledge,' said he, ' the Spaniartis will be hdpen, and 
will tak a part to themselTes for Iher labours, quhilk they wilbe loidi to lera 
again.'" If the report of this conference be quite f^thfiil, we must certiunly 
do Bassantin the joslice to say, that the most material part i^ his prophecy 
came to pasa ; though it might be easy fw him to see that, aa the aorereign ol 
Scotland was heireas-presumptire to the crown of England, she or her heirs hod 
a near prospect of fucceeding. How Bassantin spent his time in Scotland does 
not appear ; but, aa a good protMtant, he became a warm suppmter of the Earl 
of Murray, then struggling for the ascendancy. He died in 15B3. Hia works 
are, I, A System of Astrtmomy, publi^ed for the third Ume in 1693, by John 
Tomnaiua, 9, A Tieatiie of Ihe Astrolabe, publidted at Lyons in 1S55, and 
reprinl»d at Paris in 1617. 3, A Pamphlet on the Calculation of Natiritie*. 
"4, A Treatiaa on Arilhmetio. S, Music on the Principles of the Plal^wiits. B, 
On Mathematics in general It is understood that, in the composition of these 
wfoks, he requiied conuderabk literary aasittance, being only dulled in his own 
language, which was nerer then made the rebicle of scientific discussion. 

BASSOL, John, a distinguished disciple of the fomous Duns Scotus, is stated 
by Mackenzie to hare been bom in the reign of Alexander IIL He studied 
under Duns at Oxford, and wilh him, in 1304, ivmored to Paris, where he 
resided some time in the Unirersity, and, in 1313, entered the order of the 
Minoiitea. A&er this he was sent by the general of his order to Bbeims, where 
he applied himself to the study of medicine, and taught philosophy for seren 
(w eight years. In 13S3, he renuired to Mechlin in Brabant, and after teach- 
ing theology in that dty for fire and twenty yean, died in 1347. 

BaMol's only wwk was one entitled, " Conunentaria Seu Lecturie in Quatuor 
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Librot Sentenliorum," lo which w«ro attAchcd tome miieeUaneaui papan on 
FhilMophy and MedldM. The book m» publiihed in folio at Pari^ in 1SL7. 
Baml wBi knomi by the title, Doctor OrdiaaiiiMutm; or the mort Methodical 
Doctor, on account of the clear and aconite method in which he lectured and 
compowd. The fashion of ginnf nich tillei to the great nuHan of (he ecboida 
nai then in it* prime. Thus, Duni Scotu* hinuelf nai rtyled Doctor SttdliUt, 
or the SvitU Doctor. St Fisncii of Aaia vraa called the Seraphic Doctor ; 
Alexander Hales the Irrefragable Doctor; TtunoMAquinrntht Angelieal Doc- 
tor ; Hendiiou Bonioolliiii the Soleimt Doctor ; Bidiard Middlelon the Solid 
Doctor ; Fnuicii Mayron the Acute Doctor ; Durandm d S, Poitiano the tnott 
tUioiate Doctor; llioniai Bredmirdin the Profound Doctor; Joanne* Ruy*> 
brokiui the Divine Doctor, and m> forth ; the title being in every can fotmded 
upon lome extravagant conception of the nerit of the particular indiridual, 
adopted by bia contenip<»ariei and diictplet. In thii extraordinary daa* of 
literati, John Baaol, aa implied by his eoabriquet, shine* conspicuous for Mder 
and method ; yet ne are told that his works contain most of the faults which 
are ^nerally laid to the chai^ of the schoolmen. The diief of thece ia an 
inrational devotion to the philosophy of Aristotle, as expounded by Tbomaa Aqui- 
nas. In the early age* of modem philosophy, this most splendid exertion of 
the hmnan mind was believed to be ineconcileable to the Christian doctrines ; 
and at the very time when the Angelical Doctor wrote bis commentary, it stood 
prohibited by a deoree of Pope Gr^^ory IX. The illustrious Thoma* not only 
restored Aristotle to favour, but inspired his followers with an admiration of his 
[«ecepts, which, as already mentioned, wo* not rational Not less was their ad- 
miration of the " angelical" commentator, to whom it was long the fashion 
among them to offer an incense little short of blasphemy. A conunentator upon 
an original work of Thomas Aquinas, endeavoun, in a prefatory diacouive, to 
prove, in so many chapters, that he wrote his books not without the (pedal in- 
fiaion of the spirit of God Almighty ; that, in writing thesi, he received many 
thing* by revelation ; and, that Christ had given antidpatiny testimony to his 
writings. By way of bringing the worhs of St Thomas into direct CMOparison 
with the Holy Scriptures, the same writor vemariu, " that, aa in the tint Uenend 
Council* of the churdi, it was oommon to have the Bible unfolded upon lbs 
Altar, so, in the Ust General Council (that of Trent), St Thomas' 'Sum' was 
placed beside the Bible, as an inferior rule of Christian doctrine." Peter laMik, 
a learned Je*uit, with scarcely less daring flattery, styles 8t Thomis an angel, 
and says that, as be learned many thing* fVom the angels, so he taught the an- 
gels some things; that St Thomas had said what 8t Paul was not permitted to 
utter ; and that he speak* of God a* if be had seen him, and of Chritt aa if he 
bad been his voice. One might alnvMt tuppoae diat these learned gentlemen, 
disregarding tlie sentiment afterwards embodied by Gray, that flattery soothe* 
not the cold ear of death, endeavoured by their praises to make interest witli 
the " angelical" shade, not doubting that be wa* able to obtain for them a largei 
■haie of paradise than they could otherwise h<^ for. In the words of the au 
tbor of the Reflediona on Learning, " the sunled llmmas, if capable of hearing 
these inordinate flatteries, must have blushed to receive them." 

Basgol tvas also characterised, in common Hith all the rust of the sdioolmen. 
bj a ridiculous nicety in starting questions and objection*. Overlooking the 
^at moral aim of what they were expounding, he and bis fellows lost them- 
selves in minute and subtle inquiries after physical exactness, started at every 
straw which lay upon their path, and measured the powen of the mind by graini 
and scruplea. It muit be acknowledged, in favour of this singular claas of men, 
tbat Ihef improved natural reason to a great lieiglit, and that mudi of what 
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li oioit adinired la luodei'n philowphy ii only borrowed frun) thenx At the 
lanM time, their curiosity in raising and prosecuting friTolous objection! to the 
Chriitinn lystem is to be regretted m the lource of much •cepUcUro and irreli- 
gion. To Duny of Iheii srgumentB, ridicule only is due ; and it would peitiapa 
be impossible for the gTHrest to restrain a smile at the iUustrissimo mentioned 
by Cat^An, one of whose arguioeiila wm declared to be enough to pumle all 
poAterity, and who himself wept in his old age, because he had become unable 
to undentand his own books. 

Hie woriu of Baastd hare been long forgotten, like those of his brethren ; 
but it Is not too much U> say rq^arding tliis great nun of a former day, that the 
same powers of mind which be spent upon the endless intricacies of the school 
philosophy, would certainly, in anotlier age and sphere, hare tended to the 
jienoanent advantage of hit fellow creatures. He was to much admired by his 
iDustrious preceptor, that that great man used to say, " If only Joannes Basuo- 
lis be present, I have a luflicient auditory." 

BAXTER, Asiraaw, on ingenious uioral and natural philosopher, was (he 
son of a merchant in Old Aberdeen, and of Mn Eliiahelh Fraser, a lady 
ciHinected with some «f the considerable famiUes <rf that name in the north of 
Scotland. He was bora at Old Aberdeen, in- 1680 or IGST, and educated at 
the King's College, in his natiTO city. His employment in early life was that of 
■i preceptor to young gentlemen ; and among others of his pupils were Lord Gray, 
Lord Blantyn, and Mr Hay of Drummehder. In 1723, while i««ident atDunse 
Castle, as preceptor to the last-mentioned gentleman, he is luiown, from letters which 
passed between him and Henry Home, aflerurardi Lwd Kaimes, to have been 
deeply engaged in both physirail and metaphysical disquisitions. As Mr Home's 
paternal seat of Kaimes was dtuated ivithio a few miles of Dunse Ca«tle, the si- 
milarity of their pursuits appean to have brought them into an intimate friend- 
diip and comepondence. This, hoire>«r, was soon afterword* broken off! Mr 
Home, who wa« a mere novice in physics, cratended with Mr Baxter diat mo- 
titm was necessarily the result of a succession of causes. The latter endeaToured, 
at Gnt with much patience and good temper, to point out the error of this ar- 
gument; but, (eased at length with wliat he conceiTod to be sophistry purposely 
employed by his oatagonist to show his ingenuity in throwing doubts on princi- 
plea to whidi ha himself annexed the greatest importance, and on wliich be had 
founded what he heliered to be a demonstration of those doctrines moat material 
to the happiness of mankind, he finally interrupted the ranrespoodence, saying, 
" I riuUl return yon all your lettera ; mine, if not already destroyed, ywi may 
likewise return ; we shall bunt them and our philosophical heats tt^tlier" 
About this time, Mr Baxter married Alice Mabane, daughter of a respectable 
clergyman in Berwii^kshire. A few years aAerwardi he published hii great 
woi'k, entitled, " An Enquiry into the nature of the Human Soul, wherein its 
immateriality is erinced from the principles of Reason and Philosophy." Hiis 
»oric was originally without date ; but a second edition appeared in 1737, and 
a third in 1743. It has been characterised in the highest terms of panegyric 
by Bishop Woihurton. " He who would see," says this euiinent prelate, " ' 
juslest atid preciseat notions of God and the soul, may r«ad this book ; one 
the most flnidted of the kind, in my humble opinion, that the present times, 
greatly adranced in true philosophy, have prodiwed." The abject of the ti«a- 
tise is to prore the immateriality, and oonsequently the immortality of the soul, 
from the acknowledged principle of the ui« imrtim of matter. His argument, 
according to the learned Lord WoodhouMlee, is as follows : ' ' There is a resii 
tanoe to any change of ila present stole, either of rest or motion, essential t 
matter, which is inocm^tent with its poesesung any octiTt power. Those, there- 
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fore, nhidi lure been called the natural powen of matter, a* grarity, attmctiatt, 
«tBsUdty, i«fHilnon, are not powen iinplMiied in matter, or poMible to b« 
ma^ i]ibsi«nt in it, but are impulaea or forcei impreited upon it ab extra. The 
contequence of tbe want of actire power in matter is, lliat all thoM eRecta com- 
monly aicribed to its actiTe power*, muit be produced upon it by an immaterial 
being. Hence ne ditcoTer the nece«rity for the agency of a coiutant and uni- 
Terial Prorideuce in the material world, who ii God ; and hence we muct kdmit 
the neceHity of an immaterial moTer in all ipontaneoui motioni, which i« tbe 
Soul ; for that which can arbitrarily efftct a change in tlie pretent Mate of 
matter, cannot be nutter itaeli^ which reaiiti all change of ita pieaent ttale : and 
•ince Ihti change ii effected by willing, that thing which willi in ui ii not mat- 
ter, but an imnjaterial (ubtlsnce. Prom theie fundamental propoaitioni, the 
author deditcei oa coraequencei, the neceeaary immortality tit the (oul, at bolng 
a limple uncompounded mbslance, and thence incapable of decay, and iti capa- 
city o( editing, and being conacioui when leparated trom the body." In 1741, 
learing hii family in Berwick, he went abroad with bia pupil Mr Hay, and 
reiided for aereral yean at Utreclit. In the coune of TSrioui excunioni whidi 
be made through Holland, France, and Germany, he woa generally well nc^ired 
by the literati He returned to Scotland in 1747, and, till hii death in 1T50, 
redded constantly at Whittingluun in EoA Lothian, a seat of his pupil Mr Hay. 
His latler woriu were, " Matho, sin CoBnotheoria puerilii, Dialogui,' a piece 
designed for the use trf'his pupil, and, '' An Appendix to his Enquiry into the 
nature of the human soul," whenin be endearourcd to remove some difficulties, 
which IukI been started against fais notions c^ the vii inertia of matter by 
Madouriu, in his " Account of Sir Isaac Newton's Philosophical Discoreriei " 
In 1779, the Her. Dr Duncan of South Wamborough published, "Tbe endence 
of i«a«on in proof of the Immortality of the Soul, independent on the more 
abstnue enquiry into the nature of matter and spirit — collected Irom the HSS. 
of tbe late Mr Baxter." 

Tbe learning and abilitiei of Mr Baxter are lulftciently displayed in his 
writings, which, howerer, were of more note in the literary world during hii own 
time than now. He was rery itudioui, and sometimes sat up whole nights read- 
ing and writing. His temper wa« cheerful ; he was a friend to innocent merri- 
ment, and of a disposition truly benevolent In conieTiation he wai modest, 
and not apt to make much diow of the extenure knowledge he pcesesied. In 
the disdimge of the seteral Mcia) and relative dutiet of life, his conduct was 
exemplary. Ho had the most reverential «entimenta of the Deity, of whoae 
preMitce and inunediate support, he had always a strong impresaion upon his 
mind. He paid a strict attention to economy, thou^ he drened elegantly, and 
was not panimonioui in his other expensei; It ii hnown also that there were 
MTOral occasions on which he acted with remarkable disinteiestedneis ; and so 
far was he from courting preferment, that he repeatedly declined offers of that 
kind that were made to him, on the condition of his taking oriert in the Churdi 
(tf England. Tbe Frendi, German, and Dutch languages were spoken by hitn 
with mud) ease, and Ihe Italian tolerably ; and he read and wrote them alt, 
together with the Spanith. His friends and correspondenli were numerwis and 
respectable ; among ihem are particuiBrly mentioned, Mr Points, preceptor to 
the Duke of Cumberland, and Bithop Warburton. While travelling on the Con- 
tinent, he bad f<:n-med an intimate friendship with the celebrated John Wilkes ; 
and he accordingly dedicated to this gentleman his Appendix to tbe Enquiry, 
After the death of Mr Baxter, Mr Wilkes published a remariiably interesting 
letter, the last but one which he had received fWm his friend, exhibiting in a 
very striking manner tbe deep impression which the excellent piindples of Mr 
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Usxisr bad made upoD hii nwn mind, and nliicli irere only the more deeply and 
confidently dwridwd M life approadied iti cloM. " Aa to the lUte of my di>- 
enae," «syi the dying philoiopher, " unlen I would make auppotitioni ccnOrsry 
to All probability, 1 hsTe no reaionable hopei of recorery, the iwelLng' wliidi 
began at my legi, being now got up to my belly and head. I am a trouble to 
all about me, e«p«dally to my poor wife, who haa the life of a ilara nigfat and 
day, helping me to take cars of my diaeaaed frame. Yet I may linger on a 
while, aa I can atill walk a little thraugb the room, and dinrt myaelf now and 
tlien widi reading, nfty, in writing down my remariui on what 1 read. But I 
can with linoerity nasure you, my moat dear Mr Wilkea, death haa nothing ter- 
rible to me; (w rather I lo<A upon it with pleaaure. I have long and often 
conndered and written down tbe adraDtagea of a aepsrate atalo. 1 aball aoon 
know mmre than all the men I leate behind me ; wonden in material natun 
and the worid of apirita, iriiidi neter entered into the thoughia of phlloaopher^ 
'Hie end of knowledge then, ia not to get a name, or f<H-m a new aect, but to 
adore tbe power and wiadom of the Deity. Thia killa pride, but heigbtena hap' 
pinen and pleaaure. All our rational dedrea, becnuae rational, muat be aatiafied 
by a being, bimaelf infinitely rtttionaL I hsTO been long aware that nothing 
can go beyond tbe grare, but tuibita of virtue and innocence. There ia no dU> 
tinction in that world, but what proceeda from virtue or Tice. TiCtea and ricliei 
are laid off when the ihroud goes on." [Mr Baxter then goea on to expren hia 
coOTlctian that ereo the puniihmenla which may be awarded in a future alale 
will only be " to correct and nmke better."] " Bealdei, what ia It to be free 
from the paini and infirmitjsa of the body — though I an aatislied juit now, 
that the weaknen of my diatresaed limbi ia aa much (he immediate eflect of tbe 
aame power and goodneaa, oa their growth and atc^nglh waa alxty yean ago ! 
Dare I add a word without being thought vain ? Thia is owing to my baring 
reaaoned honeatly on the nature of that dead aubatance, maiter. It ia aa utterly 
inert when the tree flouriihea, ai irtien the leaf withen. And it ia the aante 
dirine power, diflerently applied, that directa the laat parting throb, and the 
luat drawing breath. O the bllndneaa of those who think matter can do any 
tiling pf itaelf, or perform an effect without impulae or direction firom auperior 

BAYNE, [or Buna] Jambs, A. M. a dirine of aome note, waa the aon (^ the 
Rat. MrBayne, miniater of BonhiU in Dumbartouahire, and waa bom In 1710. 
Ilia education commenced at the pariih school, waa completed at the unirenity 
of Glaagow, and in due time be become a licensed preacher of the eatabliabed 
diradi of Scotland. In consequence of the respectability of hia fatlier, and his 
oini talents aa a preacher, he wai presented by the Duke ofMontroce to tin church 
of KiUeam, the paridi adjoining that in which hia father had long miniatered 
the gospel, and memorable ss tbe birth-place of Buebaiisn. In this sequester- 
ed and tranquil scene, he spent many yeara, whidi he often referred to in after 
life aa the happiest he had eier known. He here married Miss Potter, dau^iei 
of Dr Michael Potter, proteaM>r of diiinity in the Glaagow unirersity, by iriiom 
he had a large family. His son, the Bev. JamM Bayne, waa licensed in the Scot- 
tish sitablisbmeDt, hut afterwards received episcopal ordination, and died in the 
exerciae of that proression offaitb at Allan. 

The reputation of Mr Bayns as a preacher soon traTelled far beyond the rural 
acene to which his ministrations were confined. Hia people, in alluaion to the 
musical sweetness of hia voice, honoured him with the poetical epithet of " the swan 
oftheweit." He waa appointed to acollegiatechargein tbe High Church of Paisley, 
where his partner in duty was the celebrated Mr Wotherspoon, afterward* president 
of the Nassau Hall College, Princetown, New Jersey. The two colleagues, however. 
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did not co-openite barmoniouily, although both anjojed • high degre« of popoltrity. 
Hr BsfM diipUfed great public ipirit dnriDg hit connection with tbs EibkbUihed 
church, defending htr ipiritual libertlei and independence in the church conrti, and 
offering a determined oppoiition to the policy of the moderate or ruling partf. The 
depoiition of Mr Thomai Gilleipie, of Camock, the founder of the Belief church, 
nude a powerful impreiiion on hie mind, and nndoubtedlf had a etrong influence Is 
inducing him to reiign hii paitoral charge in Paiilcf. But the Immediate cauie of 
that Tciolution was a keen diipute which took place in the kirk-ieedon of hii parieh, 
reepecting the appointment of a Kiiion-clerk. The eeinon contetted the right of 
appointment with the town-council; the whole community took an intereit in the 
dlipute; and the cue came at lut to be litigated in the Court of Seuion, which decided 
in favour of the tawn-coundl. Unhappily, Hr Bay ne and hii colleague took opposit« 
(idei in this petty co'nteit, and a painful mieundeiatanding waa produced betwixt 
tbem, followed by coniequenMa probably affecting the future deitinie* of both. Hr 
Bayne refbr* to these difffreneea in hia letter of reiignation, addreiBcd to the Prea- 
bytery, dated lOtb February, 1766 : — " They (the Preibytery) know not how fur I 
am advanced in life, who lee not that a houie of worihip, k very large ai the High 
Church, and commonly lO crowded too, muit be very unequal to my itrength; and 
thii burden waa made more heavy by denying me a lenion to auiat me in the com- 
mon eoncerni of the pariah, which I certainly had a title to. But the load became 
quite intolerable, when, by a late unhappy proceii, the juit and natural right of the 
common acHion wa* wreited from ui, which drove away from acting in it twelve men 
of eicellent cbaracter." Hr Bayne joined the Belief church, then in it> infancy, 
having, even whllitintbcEitablisbment, held miniiteriol eoinmunion with HrSimpion, 
miniiter of Bellahill congregation, the first Belief church in tbe weat of ScotUnd. 
Id bis letter of resignation, already quoted. Ur Bayne assured hit former brethren 
that tbe change of hi* condition, and tbe charge be had accepted, would make no 
change in bii creed, nor in his principles of Christian and ministerial communion — 
" Nay (he adds), none in my cordial regard to tbe constitution and interests of the 
Cburch of Scotland, which I aolemnly engaged to support some more than thirty 
years ago, and hope to do lo while I live. At tbe same time I abhor persecution in 
every form, and that abuse of church power of late, which to me appears inconsistent 
with bomanity. with tbe civil interests of the nation, and destructive nf tbe ends of 
our office as ministers of Cbriit." Ou tbe 91th December, Hr Bayne accepted a 
call to become minister of tbe College Street Relief Cburch, Edinburgh, and his 
induction took place on the I3th February, 1766, three day* after his resignation of 
bis charge in Paisley. As bis demission fell to be adjudicated upon by tbe General 
Assembly, in May of that year, bis name remained for the present upon the roll of the 
Establish ment, and so little did he yet consider himself separated from the communion 
of that church, that when the half-yearly sacrament of tbe Lord's Supper came round 
in Edinburgh, soon after his settlement, after preaching in bis own ehureb in the 
forenoon, he went over in the afternoon, at the head of his congregation, to tbe 
New Greyfriars' church, and joined in the ordinance with the congregation of the 
Rev. Dr Erskine. At tbe Aisembly in Hay, Hr Bayne, in obedience to a citation, 
appeared at the bar, and was declared to be no longer a minister of the Cburch of 
Scotland, and all clergymen of that body were prohibited from holding ministerial 
communion with him. Ur Bsyne defended the course he had taken in a review of 
the proceedings of the AMembly, entitled, " Hemoirs of Uodem Church Reforma- 
tion, or tbe History of tbe General Assembly, 1766, and occasional reflections upon the 
proceedings of said Assembly ; with a brief account and vindication of tbe Presbytery 
of Relief, by James Bayne, A.U., miniicer of the gospel at Edinbargb." He 
denounces, with indignant severity, the iiyustice of his having been condemned by 
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the AMcnbl; witbout a libel, ncrel; for baving scecpf ed a ebarge In inotber charcfi, 
" in wbieb (miji ba), I preauned, tb«f could And nothlDf criminal ; for afteo bad 
minitten reiignad their cbarge upon different accounts, and justifiable; oay, uune 
hare ginu it up for the more entertuuing and elegant emploj of the itage, who were 
not called in qneitioa or found delinquent!. Thii was a palpable hit at Home, the 
author of " Uouglai," who ut in the Aueinbl; ai a ruling elder, to aid Dr Robertson 
In punishing Baj>ne. After a ministry of 00 years, Hr Bajne died at Edinburgh, on 
tb« tTth January, 1T90, in bii eightieth year. He wai 24 years minister of the 
College Street Belief congregation, Edinburgh. Oil popularly as a preacher, bis 
talenta for eccleiiaitical affairs, hia acquirements as a scholar and a theologian, 
and his sound judgment and weight of character, gave him great influencei and it 

IS mainly to bia large and enlightened news tbat the Relief church was indebted 
for the poution to which it attained, even during his lifetime, as well aa for 
refining, till it was finally merged in the United Preibyterian church, the catho- 
lic constitution on which it had been founded by Qilleapie and Boston. Mr Bajna 
waa an uncompromiaing opponent of whatever he eonaidered to be a Tiolation of 
public morality. In 1770 he published a diacoune, entitled, ■• The Theatre Licen. 
tioua and Perverted," adminiatering a stern rebuke to Mr Samuel Foote for hie 
Uinor: a drama, in which the characters of Whitelield, and other aealous minis- 
ters were held ap to probne ridicule. The dnunatist considered it necessary to reply 
to Mr Bayne's itricturea, in an " Apology for ih« Minor, in a letter to the Rev. 
Mr Bayne," reaUng his defence upon the plea tbat be only aatiriied the vices and 
folllea of religioua pretendera. A volume of Ur Bayne's diicouraes was publiahed 
ia \11B, 

BEATON, or BEATOUIT {Cabmhii.) Divnt, who held the rectory of Camprio, 
the abbacy of Aberbrotbick, the biaboprie of Mirepoia in France, the eardinalihip of 
St Stephen in Monte Cslio, and the chancelloiabip of Scotland, and who wm tha 
chief of the Roman Catholic party in Scotland in the earlier age of the refomution. 
waa descended from an ancient family in Fife, poueaeed of the barony of Balfour, 
and was born in the year 1491. He waa educated at the college of St Andrewa, 
where he completed hia couraes of polite literature and philosophy, but was sent 
afterwards to the university of Paris, where be studied divinity for several years. 
Entering Into holy orders, be had the rectory of Campsie and tiia abbacy of Aber< 
brothick bestowed upon bim, by his uncle, James Beaton, Archbiahop of St Andrew's, 
who retained ona-h^f of the renta of the abbacy to bit own uae. Poseeadng good 
abilities and a lively fancy, David Beaton became a great fiirourita with James T., 
wbo, in 1519, aent bim to reaide as hia unhaasador at the court of France. He 
returned to Scotland in 1(28, and, atill growing In the King's favour, was, in I52S, 
made lord privy seal. 

In the year 1SS3, be waa again aent on a mlaaion to the French court. 
Beaton on tbia oceaiion waa charged to refute certain calumniei which it waa 
•upposed the English had circulated againit hia countrymen, to study the preaerva- 
tion of the ancient league between the two nations, and to conclude a treaty of 
marriage between Junes and Magdalene, the daughter of Franeia I. If unaucccssful 
in any of theae points, be was furnished with letters which he was to deliver to 
the parLament at Paris, and depart immediately for Flanders, for the purpose of 
forming an alliance with the emperor. In every part of bis embasay, Beaton seema 
to have succeeded to the utmost extent of hia wiihes, the marriage excepted, which 
waa delayed on account of the declining atate of health in which Magdalene then 
waa. How long Beaton remained at the French court at this time has not been 
oseertmned ; but it is certain that he was exceedingly agreeable to Frandi, who, 
peroeiving hia great abilitiea, and aware of the influence be posaeised over the mind 
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of tlie Seottlih Kirg, uied everj eipedient to attach bim to the intsrcits of Pranw, 
■wing ftfirud of tba predilBction of Junei toimtrd* hi> uncle, Henrj VIII., who ■!■», 
he wu Bwan, wm itren^hBiiiiig, bj all tbe influence he poueued, bU InterMt at 
tbe Scottiih court. 

In 1636, findinf a Mcoad embuuy alio uniucoMtful, king JamM act nil for 
Ftanoa, and prooMded to the court, when be irai mort ccndially mloooMd ; 
and, uoable to deny fail tuit, espeeiaUy ai it wai exceedingly agreeable ta 
Magdalene herteUl I^Vandi ooDMoted to their uoioo, wfaich «ra« «eletKBted 
with gnat rejoicing! on tbe let of January, 1537. On I]m 981fa of May 
following, the royal pair landed in Scotland, being eonreyed by a FVeni^ 
fleeL Magdalene wu received by tlie Scottiih nation vrith the uCmoit cop- 
diality ; but jhe wa« already far gone in a decline, and died on the 7lh of 
July following, to the ioexpreMible grief of the whole natiMi. It wai on the 
death of Ihil quean that nuNimingi were iirM worn in Scotland. James, how 
erer, in expectation of thii erent, had fixed hia attention apmi Mary of 
Quite, widow of the Duke of LongueTille ; and BeUon, who by Ibi* time had 
returned to Scotland, wat diipatdied inunediately to bring ber OTer. On thii 
occauon he wot appointed by the king of France biAop of Mirepoix, to which 
■ee ha wai oonae<Tated, December 6th, 1537. The following yew, he waa, at 
the recommendation of the I^nch king, elerated to the cudinalihip by the 
I'ope, which wa« followed by a grant on the part of the French king fi» lerTieei 
already done and for thoee which he might aAerwaida do to hi* majeety, aUowing 
hit hein to nioceed him to hii eitate in France, though the laid hein ihould be 
bom and lire within the kingdom of Scotland, and though they tbould have no 
particular letter or act of naturaliiatioii in that country. Notwithttanding of the 
obligationi he wu thui laid under by the king of France, he returned to Scot- 
land with Mary of Guiae, and ihortly after obtained the entire management of 
the dioceie and primacy of St Andrewi, under hit undo Jamet Beaton, whom he 
erentually ucoeeded in that ofBca. 

A lerere penecution wai commenced at thii time by the cardinal againit 
all who weretuipectedof farouring the reformed doctrinea. Many were forced tu 
recant, and two penon^ Norman Oouiiay and Darid SIraiton, were burnt at the 
Bood of Gireemide, near Edinbu^. llie pope, at a further mark of hi* t»< 
•pect, aud to quicken hli leal, declared Beaton Legabtt a laltre i and h^ 
to manifeat bia gratitude, brought to St Andrevn the earli of Huntley, Arran, 
Marischal, and Montroea, the lordi of flemiog, Lindiay, Ekikine, and Seaton, 
Gavin andibiihop of tilaigow (chancellor), William biihop of Aberdeen, Henry 
biihop of Galloway, John bithop of Brechin, and William biihop of Dumblane, 
the abbot! of Melroae, Ihinfermline, Lindorei, and KinloM, with a multitude of 
prion, deani, doctoii of dirinity, &». , all of whom being eaiembled in the cathe- 
dral church, he harangued them frooL bis chair of date on the danger* that hung 
orerthe true cstholicchurdi from the proceeding! of king Henry in England, and 
particularly from the great inowMe of heresy in Scotland, where it had long been 
■preading, and fouad encoun^ment eren in the court of tbe king. At he pro- 
ceeded, hedenouncedSir JohnBorthwick,pronMtof LinUthgow, Bioneofthemoft 
induitrioua incendiariei, and cauwd him to be rated before them for maintaining 
that the Pope bad no greater authority otbt Chriitiani than any otber biibop 
or prelate — that indulgence! granted by the pofo were of no force or eR^ buE 
denied to amuie the people and deceire poor ignorant aouli — that btihope, 
priatfa, and other clergymen, may IswAdly marry — that the heretie* commonly 
called the hereuei of EngUml and their new liturgy were to be commended by 
all good Chriitiani, and to be embraced by them — that the people of Scotland 
ate blinded by their clergy, and profew not the true faith — that churdunan 
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ought not to enjoy any temponlitiei — that th« king ouglit to oonTeil tha mipw- 
duoui reranuei of the chundi unto other pioui ii«ei — that llie dmidi of Scotland 
ought to be refbmied aAer the inme manner b> that of England trai — thM the 
Canon lanr was of no force, being contrary to the law of God — that the orden 
of frion and monki ihould be aboliihed, aa bed been dtrne in England — that hp 
had openly called the pope a Simoniac, becaute he had lold ipiritual thing* — 
that be bad read heretical books and the New Tertament in Engliih, with treatfiee 
written by Melanchthon, (Ecolainpadiui, and other heretics, and that ha not only 
read them lumielf but dtiiiibuted them among others — and lastly, that be openly 
Jiiowned the authority of tlia Roman see. These articles being read, and Sir 
John neither appearing himself nor any person T<a him, he was set down ai ■ 
oonfwsed heretic, and condemned a« an hereiiaicfa. His goods wen ordered to 
be confiscated and himself burnt in effigy, if he could not be apprriiended, and 
all manner of persons forbidden io entertun or conreise with him, under the 
pain of excommunication or forfeiture. This sentence was paMod against him 
on the 98lh of May, and executed the same day so &r ai wa* in the power of 
the.coint, his effigy being burnt in the market pUoeof St Andrews and twodayt 
after at Edinburgh. This was supposed by many to be intended as a grati^ring 
spectacle to Mary of Guise, the new queen, who had only a short time before 
arrived from li^anoe. 

Sir John Borthwtck, in the meantime, being Infonoed of these riolent 
proceedings, fied into England, where he was reeei*«d with open anas by 
Menry VIII., by whom he was sent on an embassy to the protectant princes 
of Oermaay, for the purpose of forming with them a defensire league against 
the pope. Johnston, in his Heroes of Sootland, says, that "John Borth- 
wick, a noble knight, was as modi esteemed by king James V. fen' his exem- 
plar and amiable qualities, as he was detested by the order of the priesthood 
on account of bis true piety, for hi* unfeigned profession of which he was con- 
demned ; and though absent, his eflbcts confiscated, and his effigy, aAer being 
subjected to various marks of ignominy, burnt," as we hare abore related. " This 
condemnation," Johnston adda, " he answered by a most learned apology, which 
may yet be seen in the records of the martyn, [Fox,] and haring lurriTed many 
years, at last died in peace in a good old age." 

While these atftin were transacted, Henry, anxious to destroy that inter- 
est which the Frecdi goremment had so long maintained in Scotland to 
the [«ejadice of Ei^taad, sent Into that kingdom tbe bishop of St Oarid* 
with tome books written in the nilgar tongue upon the doctoinea of Chris- 
tianity, which hs recomoiBnded to liis ncpbew carefully to peruse, and to 
weigh well their contents. James, who was more ad^cted to his amusements, 
thui to the study of the doctrines and duties of Christianity, gare the books 
to be perused by some of bii courtiers, who, being attadied to the clerical 
order, condemned them as hentical, and congratulated the king upon hav- 
ing so fortunately escaped the contamination of his royal eyes by such pesCi- 
ftsroos writings. There were, however, other matlen proposed to the king 
by tUs embassy than the books, though it was attempted by the clerical faction 
to persuade the people that the boi^ were all (haVwas intended ; for, ihortly arter, 
the same bidiop. accompanied by William Howard, brother of the Duke of Nor- 
folk, came to the king at Stirling so suddenly, that he was not aware trf their 
coming till they were annouDoed as arrived in the town. This no doubt was 
planned by Henry to prevent the intriguing of the priesia and the French faction 
beforehand. Ilis offers were of a nature so advanlsgeous, that James acceded 
to them mthout any scruple, and readily agreed to meet with his uncle Henry 
on an appointed day, when they weie to settle all matten in dependence be* 
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tween Oiem for dw mlfiu* <it 'bolli MngdonK, Nothiiv eould ba imnw tmrtbb 
M tb* clergy, of which Beaton wu now coniMMdly the hMd in Seotkod, thui 
th« ^TceoMnt of th* two Uog* ; ihaf nw In it ^thinf ihori of the lou of all 
Hut wM dear to ttwm, tiieii situs, tbeir rafenuea, and of coune their inSuenoe, 
uid they hMtoned bi court btaa all ^uutAia to weep orar tbeir religion about to 
be betrayed by an unholy conforence, which, beioK impiout in iti purpona, 
could not fail, diey nid, to end in the niin of the Idtigdom. Haring by tfaaee 
reproeenlationa made a atrong impr«*ioa upon ttM king, who waa ignorant and 
guperititiouf , they tiien bribed, by the pwniie of lai^^ KUUf of money, the cour- 
tien who had the moat powarftd influenca orer him, to duwade bim from the 
journey be had promUed to make into England, wfaich they MKoea&iUy did, and 
10 laid the foundation of a quarrel whidi ended in a'war, the diiaitroui iiwa o{ 
which, praying iqion the mind of Jamei, brought bim to an untimely end. 

In Iba whole of thew traniactiona, Beaton, a lealoiu chunJuuan and Iba hii«d 
tool of Piiance, hm the dtief actor, and iuowing that die king wm both core- 
toui and needy, heorei'caroehiiacruplai.by perauading the clergy to promiee him 
a yearly tubtidy of Ibiity thowand gold ciowni, and aran their whole fortunM, if 
tbit ibould be thought nacenary. Ai ba had bo deMgn, however, to be at any unaa- 
ceuary expeuM himMlf, nor meant to be burdeoiome to hii brathraii, be poiolad 
out the ertatea of tboee who rebelled against the authority itf tha Pope and the m»- 
jeaty of the king m proper xubjectafoiconfiacation, whereby there might be railed 
annually the mm of ooe huodivd thouiand <xown« of gold. In order to attain 
this object, ha requeMed (hat, for bisiielf and hij brethren, they might tmly be 
allowed to name, a* they were pivcludad thenuelrea from sitting in judgment in 
criminal caiet, a lord chief juitica, bofore whom, were he twee appcHnted, there 
could be neither difiiculty in managing the proceai, nor delay in pnxuring judg- 
ment, since «o many men hesitated not to read (ha books of the New aodOldXeata- 
roenta, to discoM and diaown tha power of the F<^, to contemn the ancient rites 
of tha church, and, instead of ret«nuicii)g and obeying, dared to treat with deri- 
sive contempt thoia individuals that had been conseccated to God, and whose 
business it was to guide them in their apirituol concerns. Tliii wicked counsel, 
aa it suited both the indinationt and the necesaitiea of the king, wu quickly 
complied with, and they nominated for this new court of inquisitiim a judge every 
way aoooiding to their own hearts, James Hamilton, (a natural brother of the 
Earl of Amn,} nfacon they had attached to their intereata by laiga gifts, and 
who was willing to be lecoudlad to (he king, whom he had lately offbnded, by 
any service, however cruel. 

The suspicions whidi the king entertained against hia nobility Irom this 
time forwud wera such ai to panlyM his eflbrta whether for good or evil. 
Tlie Inroads of the KngliJi, loo, ocoupiad his niiola attention, and the shame- 
ful overthrow <d hi* army which had antared England by tlie Bolwsy, thi«w 
him into such a slate of raga and distraction, that his health auak undar It, 
end ha died at Falkland on the 13th of December, 1643, leaving the king- 
dom, twn by bdion, and utterly defenceless, to his tmly surviving l^timala 
child, Mary, then no mon than Sve dayi oU. The auddan demlta of the 
king, a4iile it quadted tha old projects of the Cardinal, only sat him upon 
forming new one* itill more daring and dangcioua Formerly he had laboured 
to direct the moventants of tha king by hmnouring hi* passions, flattering his 
vanity, and administering to his vidous propensities Now, from the infancy c^, 
the succemor, the death, the ca^vity, or the exile of the mod influential part 
of the nobility, and the difOrscted stale of the na^Mi in general, he conceived 
that it would be easy for him to seize upon die government, whidi he might now 
administer tor the infant queen, solely to hia own mind. Accordingly, with tha 



.y Google 



GAKQINAL BSATON. 171 

aarittanM «t oas Henry Balfour, « vtenxnarj priett, whom he wbomed, b« )■ 
Mid lohAT* forged a, willfbr the king, in nhichke wm himaelf nominated agent, 
wilh tfana (tf the nobility u hia ammKot or awiitMiti. Aococding Ut Knox, theM 
were Argyle, Huntley, snd Murray ; but Budumui , whora ire think a rery m^ 
Acient authority in thia com, layt that Iw abo ■■rnned h an amamar his eouiin 
by the moAer^ tide, the Earl of Amn, who hbi, after Hsry, the next heir to 
die cremi, but wai betiered to be pocriy quahfied by the hmobler nMues for 
diadui^ng 0ie dutie* of a priTste lifc, and Kill lev fiUed either by oouiage or 
o^iacity for diraotiiig the goTemmenl ef a kingdoBL Amm of the danger Ihnt 
might ariae fron delay, die canliBal left not a moment in idle deUbeistion. The 
will which he had forged he cauMd to be prodaiiosd at the ctom of Edinburgh 
OB the Monday immediately mceeeding the kiiig*i death. 

Anan, the unambideua preaomptire beir ta the throne, mold, had he 
been left to himaelf, hare peaceably aoimened in the caidinal'i anaage- 
menti, for he had the approbatioB ot die ^ueen modter, and, by preaanu 
and pnanim, bad made no ineofieidanible patty among the nebility. Bm 
hie friends, the Hamilton*, nya BuAanan, nMM« aiudoua for their own 
aggiudinnMnt dian for hii hvoour, incemandy urged him not to kt fueh 
an oecadon ilip out of hU hands, tat tbey woold rather hare wen the ttholt 
tdngdom I> flaiM* than have been obliged to lead obscnre Uvn in prifate Bta< 
tiooa. Hatred, too, to die Car^nal, who, from his peraecnting and salfid 
^irtt, was rery geiMially detested, and the disgrace of tiring ja bandage U 
a prieet, proenmd them many sModataa. The near proapact irttidi Amu now 
bad of aucoeediiig t« the crown, naut alM hare odbted a number of the hm 
wary and criculadng pditieiaaa upon his iide> Bot what was of still more tn 
Mqoeoce to him. Hairy of England who had carried alt the principal joiionert 
taken in die late battle to Lond^, marched Aam in triumph through that nie> 
trcpolia, and giT«n thoM bicfaarge to hi* priadpal ndtili^, no sooBer heard of the 
daadi <^ the king dwn he reeaJlad die captina to oowt, ent«>tained them ta die 
moat fiiendly DMnner, and haling taken a ^onuse from eadi ^ them that they 
would promote a* £ur as pMuUe, without detrinNot to the pubU« intereMl, or 
diagrace to themselTM, a marriage batwean hiaaonand the young quean, heient 
them back to Seothuid, where they actired on die Irt trf' January, IfiiS. Alcmg 
with the prisonenthe Earlof Angin andhiabiMkar were VMlerad to their coun- 
try, afier an exile of fifteon ye*M, and all were lecelred by die nation with the 
moet jtqrAd gralulationa. 

It wa* in rain dmt the Cardinal had already taken peaHasion at the 
regency. Atran, by the adnce of the laird of Grange, called an wen^- 
bly of the nobility, which finding die wiH open (Aid the Cardinal btd aa- 
nssinnarl Ae regency forged, sat him aaid* and aleeted Anan In hi* fAaet. T' 
wa« peculiarly gret^ t« a great pmpiMiMi <rf the ncM**, Area hundred of 
wfatHD, uith Arran at their head, weae liNBd in a |«o*cripthM> Urt ameng the 
king's papen, furnished to him by the CardianL Aitan, it wa* well known, 
WM friwidly (e the nComen, and his imbecility of mind being unknown, the 
greate«t expectatiena were formed from the medwradon of his fhaiacter. lathe 
parliament that net in the month of March ftdlowing, p<Mic a&b* put on a 
much mare prmniaii^ a^eaiaaoe than oould hare bean axpectad. Tha king of 
En^aaA, instead of an army to waste <n to anbjugata the ceontry, atnt an am- 
bassador to negociate a masriaga between the young qneMi and hi* asn, ami a 
bating peace upon the moat adtanti^naona tnma Ilw Cardinal, lAo turn in this 
alliance widi frataj^nt inland the dawnfallofhiaAnrdtbftMland, opposed 
hJnaalf, with tbe^riioie wei|^t of the dergy at hi* bad^ and all die influence 
of th» Queeo-dowagw, to ereiy ihtiy like jmcific maaauie*, and diat with to 
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macfa TicdeuM, tlist ha wai by Ifae genaial coiuent of, the bouie iliut up in a 
«eputtta chamber, while th« rotei were takea ; a^er which erery tiling was 
Mttled in the most amicable manner, and it wa« agreed that boilagei ihould 
be Knt into England for the fulfilment of the itipulated articlei. 

The Cardinal in Qie meantime wm committed ai a prisoner into the hands of 
Lwd Seton, who kept him fint in Dalkeilh, allentard* in Beton, and by and 
bye, Mmething being beitowed on Lord Seton and the old Laird of LethingtAn, 
by way of compensation, he was suflared to resume his own castle at St Andrews. 
In the great confusion and uncertainty in public afftin that bad prentiled for a 
Dumber of yean, trade had been at an entire stand, and now that a lasting peace 
seemed to be established, the mendiants began to bestir IhemselTes in all quai^ 
(en, and a number of ressels mre sent to sea laden wiUi the moM valuable mer- 
ehaadise. Edinbu^ itself fitted out twelre, and the other towns on the eas- 
tern coast in proportion to their wealth, all of them coosting the English ihorea, 
and enleiing their haibom with the most undoubting confidence. Kestcred, 
Qowerer, to Uberty, the Cardinal, enraged at the opposition he had encountered, 
and wTithing under the disgrace of detected fraud, strained erery nerre to bieak 
up the azrangemenls that had been so happily concluded. Seconded by the 
Queen-dowager, who, like him, hated the DcNiglaoes, and tmmbled for the 
established raligiw, any change in whidi would neoewarily inrolTe a rapture of 
the ancient treaty with France, he conroked, at St Andrews, soon bAmt his re- 
turn to that place, an assembly of the clergy, to determine upon, a certain sum 
of money to be giren by them in case thdr meaaui«s for the pr es eri a tioo of the 
catholic church diould inroln the country in a war with ^gland. The whole 
of the bishops not being present, the meeting was adjourned to the month of 
June ; hut the Cardinal bad the address to prerail on those that were pieteni 
to giro all their oiwn money, their tilier plate, and the plate belonging to their 
diurches, for the maJntainance of such a war, beiidei engaging to enter them- 
MtlTe* into the army as rolunteers, should such a measure be thought necessary. 

Aided by this money, with whtdi he wrought upon the aTarice and the porerty 
of tlse nobles snd excited the clamours of the vulgsr, wbo bsted the very name 
of SB English alliance, the Cardinst soon found himself at the head of a for- 
midable pwtf , which treated the English ambassador with the greatest haughti- 
ness, in the hope of foning him out of the country before the arriTal of the day 
stipulated by the treaty with the regent for the delirery of the hostages, The 
ambassador, howerer, brared every insult till the day arrived, when he waited en 
the regent, and ccMnplained in strong term* of the manner in which be had been 
used, and the aftrrails that had beoi put, not upon himself imly, but upon hi* 
master, in contempt of the law of nntum and (rf' nations, but at the same time 
demanded the fulfilment of the treaty and the immediate delivery of the hostagee 
that had been agreed upon. With respect to the afGronta complained of, the re- 
gent apologiaed, stating them to have been oommitted without hit knowledge, and 
he promised to make strict enquiry aller, and to punish the otTendera With 
regard to the hostages, however, he was obliged to confess, lliat, through the in- 
trigue* of the Cardinal, it was impossible for him to furnish them. Ilie treaty 
being thus brt^en olf, the noblemen who had been captives only a few months 
before, ought, according to agreement, to have gone back into England, having 
left hostage* to that effect. Wrought upon, hoirever, by the Cardinal and the 
clergy, they refused to mdeem the faith they had pledged, and abandtmed the 
friend* they had left behind them to their fat& The only exception to tiiisbaa 
neas was die Bai4 of Casailis, who had left two brothers as hostages. Henry 
was so much plesasd wiA this solitary instance of good faith, that he set him 
free along with his brothen, and sent him home loaded with gif^ He at the 
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•ame time idzed upon aD the ScottUb Teueh,.a grwl niunber of which had been 
lately fitted cut, a* we have itated, and wen at thii time in the Engliih harbour* 
and road-atesdj, conGiealed ttie merchandin, and made the nteitfaanta and the 
marinen priionen of war. Iliii, while it added to the domeetjc miaeriet 
Scotiand, nrred also to fan the flames of diMen«ion, which burned mora fierce); 
than erer. The faction of the Cardinal and die Queen-dowag«r, entiraly de- 
rated to France, now lent ambanadOTi thither to itate their cbm as utterly det- 
perale, unlea Uiey were (uppoited from that country. In particular, ihey ri 
quested that Matthew Earl of Lennox might be Mdei«d home, in order that they 
minht set him up as a riTsl to the Hamiltona, who were already the object* of 
his hatnd, on account of their hariiig waylaid and killed his &ther at Linlithgow. 
Arran labotned to strengthen his party in the best manner he could ; and for 
this end resolved to pc**e« faimself of the in&nt Queen, who had hitherto re- 
mained at Linlithgow in the charge (^ her mother the Queen-dowager. T 
Cardinal, howerer, was too wary to be thus circumrented, and nwrmhlinf 
faction, toc^ pa«e**ion of Linlithgow, where he lived at free quarters upon die 
inlubitanta, cm pretence of being a guard to the Queen. Lennox, in the mean- 
time, arrimd from France, a«d was receiied by the regent with great kindneM, 
each oi them dissembling the hatred he bore to the other, and hanDg inf<miied 
hi* friends of the expectations he had been led to fonn he proceeded to join the 
Queen at Linlithgow, accompanied by upwards of four thousand men. Arran, 
who hud uembled all his friends in and about Edinburgh for the purpose ot 
breaking through to the Queen, now fbund himself completely in the back 
ground, haring, by the imbecility of his diaracter, entirely lost the confidence 
of the people, and being threatened with « law-suit by dte friends of Lennox to 
deprlre him of his eetales, hi* father haTiag married bis mother, Janet Beaton, 
an aunt <^ the Cardinal, while his firrt jrife, irtiom he bad dirwced, was stiU 
alire. He now Aought oT nothing but making hi* peace with the Cardinal To 
this die Cardinal was not at all arene, aa be wished to make Arran his tool ra- 
ther than to crudi him entirely. Del^alea of course were appointed by botii 
parties, who met at Kirkliston, a ?il]s^ about midway between Edinburgh and 
LinUtbgow, and sgreed that tbe Queen should be carried to Stirling; the Esrl of 
Montrose, with the Lord* Erskine, Lindwj.uid Livingilone, being nominated t 
take the superintend a nee of her education. Hiving been put in potietiion of the 
infant Queen, these noblemen proceeded with her direct to Stirling Castle, 
wliera ibe was solemnly inaugurated with thevsuaIceiem(mie«on the 9th irfSept 
1543. The feeble ngent soon followed, and before the Queen^nother and the 
principal nobility in the church of the liVandscan* at Stirling, solemnly abjured 
Ibe protestant doctrine*, by the profession of which alone he bad obtained the 
brour of so large a portion of the nation, and for the protectitm of which he 
had been especially called to the regency. In Ibis manner the Cardinal, dirough 
the cowardice of the regent, and the ararice of hi* friends, obtained all that lie 
intended by the forged will, and enjoyed all the advantages of ruling, while all 
the odium that attended it attached to tbe imbecile Arran, who was now as mui4i 
hated and despised by bis own party aa he had formerly been venerated by them. 
There was yet, bowever, one thing wanting to eslabliih the power of the Cardi- 
nal — the fUsmiwd of Lennox, who, thou^ he had been gmotly useful to Ihein 
In humbling Arran, was now a serious obstacle in the way of both the Cardinal 
and the Queen-mother, They accordingly wrote to the king of France, entieat- 
ing diat, as Scotland had been restored to tranquillity by his liberality and aut- 
Unce, he would secure bis own good woric and Reserve tbe peace which he 
bad procured, by recalling Lennox, widiout irtiich it was imposdble It could 
be laMing. 
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Thougfa tbey vera thui wcratly labouring to imd«rauBe iti'm 
QuMD-iDatlwr and the Carduud ■Mined to itudy nothing ki much ai bow they 
mi|^t put honour upon him befora Qi« pe<^ile, and in dw mMt eflectire naoner 
coDtnbute to bii Mtiofwt. By a conOant niocevion of gvnw and fettinli,' the 
court pnaented on* unbroken icoiie of gaiety and plea«iire> Day nfler day wa« 
(pent in touniamenla, and night after night in msiquenidea. In then feftiriliet, 
of wbkii he wu naturally fwid, Lennox found a keen rival in Janea Uepbun, 
Earl of Botbwell, who had boon banithod by Jane* V., but had returned aftor 
hii decanee, and wai now Ubouring to obtain the Queen-dowager in marriage 
by the mne artt that Lennox faocied hinualf to be n tuooeMfliUy employing. 
Both these noUemen were temaikable for natuial endowmenti, and in the gilb 
ot foitun* they were neaily iqran a level landing himealf inferior, howeier, 
in the tfortm rtrife of una, Bolhwell withdrew from the court in dagrin, LeaT- 
ing the field to hit riral nndiiputed. Lonnox, noir fancying that he had no- 
thing more to do than to reap the harrect of fair proniie* that had been lo 
Lberally held forth to hin, prMted hia wit upoi the Queen, but learned with 
aatcmidunent that ihe had no Intention of taking him for a huiband, and ao far 
from granting lum the regency, die had agreed widi the Caidinal to preMtre it 
in the pomeiiion of hii mwtjd enemy Arran, iriiom dioy expected to be a more 
pliant toed to Mrre their own penraial riewi and purpoeea. Kxaipemted to the 
liigheit degree, Lennox iwore to be amply rarenged, but uncertain ai yet what 
plan to punue, depaitsd tor Dunbarton, where he wai in the midst of hli vaaiali 
and fiienda. Here he received thirty thouiaad erowni, leat to isercaiB the 
strength irf' his party by the king of Franee, who had not yet been informed <tf the 
real itate of Scotland. Being ordered to cooault with the Queen-dowager and the 
Cardinal in the diitribution of this money, Lennox divided part of tt among hla 
friends, and part he sent to iia Queen. The Cardinal, who had expected to 
hare been intrusted with the greatest ibara of (be money, under the influence of 
rage and disappointment, persuaded the vacillating r^ent to raise an army and 
march to Glasgow, where he mi|^t seise upon Lennox and the money at the 
Kune time^ Lennox, however, warned of their intentions, raised on the instant 
among his vassals and friends upwards of ten thousand men, with whidi he 
loarched to Leith, and sent a message to the Cardinal at Edinburgh, that he do- 
sired to save him the trouble of cmning to fight him at Glasgow, and would give 
him tliat pleasure any day in the fields between Edinburgh and Leith. 

This was a new and unexpected mortification to Ihe Cardinal, who, having gained 
the regent, imagined he should have gained the whole party that adhered to him ; 
but the fact was, be had guned only the regent and his immediate dependant!, 
the great body of the people, who had originally given him wei^t and influence, 
being now so thoroughly di^^usted with his conduct, that they had joined the 
standard, and now swelled the ranks cf his rival The Cardinal, howevor, 
though tNTofeNing the utmost wiilinguets to accept the diallenge, delayed coming 
to a^oo from day to day under various pretexts, but in reality that he mig^t 
have tJme to seduce die odherants of his rival, and weary out the patience of hii 
foUowen, «Hto, without pay and without mogaiines, be wa« well aware could not 
be kept fee any length of dme together. Lennox, -finding the irar thui 
protracted, and himself so completely unfurnished for undwtaking a siege, 
at the urgent entreaty of his friends, who for the taoat part had [otmded se- 
cretly for themselvea, made an agrennant with Ihe regent, and, proceeding to 
Edinburgh, the two visited backwards and forwards, as if all their ancient ani- 
mosity Imd been forgotten. Lennox, however, being adviied of li«adiery, with- 
drew in tbe ujght tKretly to Gla^ow, where he fortified, provisioned, and garri- 
soned the Bishop's castie, but retired himself to Dunbarton. Here be learned 
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that tb« Dw^MW* had sgrmd with dM Hunilton*, and that, through the influ- 
«iic« of hk MtenuM, the FRodi king wh totally Mtzaogsd from him. ArdiibaM 
DoiiglM Ead <f Augw, and Robert Hoxwall, in the meaalirae, came to Glaigow 
with the TteiT of mediatiBg between Lennox and the Begent The B^ent, 
howenr, eeiwd than both in a clanderiine maooer by the wa^ and made them 
dote priaonen in the caitle of Cadeow. While the two faction* were thn« 
KmrarMng ooe another to the ruin of their common country, Henry wat demand- 
ing by letter* latiifactioa fwthe braach of treatiea and the iniulls that had been 
he^ed upon him in the penon of hi« late ambaMador. No notice being taken 
of tbeie letten, Henry erdeied a lai^ anujunent, whidi he bod pMpared to lend 
againit the coait of France, to proceed directly to Leith, and to viiit Edinburgh 
and tfaa adjaeeut oountry with all the miierie* of war ; aad with lo much lecrecy 
and ceJsiity did thii armament proceed, that the fint tiding* beard of it in Scot- 
land waa ila appearance in Leith road*. Ten thouiand men wera diaembsriied oi 
the 4th May, 1 5H, a Uttle abore Leith, who took jMxienion of that place with- 
out the imallest oppoiition, the inbi^tanta being moMty abroad in the proaecu- 
tion of their buainea. The Regent and the Cardinal were both at the t^ne in 
Edinburgh, and, panio-ctiidcen at the appearance of the enemy, and *till more at 
the haO«d of the dtiseni, fled with the utmoat precipitation towarda Stirling. 
The Engliih, in the meantime, baring landed their baggage and artillery, mardi- 
ed in order of hatlie toward* Edinbingh, which they tacked and >et on lire ; then 
di^teraing themwlTe* orer the neighbouring country, thej burnt towna, rillagN, 
and gendemen't teati to the ground, and returning by Edinburgh to Leith, em- 
barked aboard their ihipa and let «il with a fair wind, carrying with them ai 
immente booty, and with the loai on their part of only a few indiriduali. 

The Cardinal and hit puppet the Regent, in the meantime, railed a tmal 
body of forcet in the north, with which, finding the Engliah gone, theytnardied 
agaiut Lennox in the wett, and laid liege to the cattle of Glaigow, which tlwy 
battered with bran cannon for a number of daya. Atiuee waaat laat conduded ftnr 
otM day, during which the garriion were tampered with, and, on aptomiM of safety, 
ntrrendered. They were, howerer, put to death, with the exception of one or 
two indiriduali. Lennox, now totally deterted by the French, and unable l 
t»f« with the Cardinal, had no fcaource hot to Ay into England, where, through 
the medium of hi* friend*, he had been aimred of a cordial reception. Before 
learing the country, howerer, he waa determined to inflict lignal vengeance upon 
the Hamilton!. Hsring communicated with William Earl of Glencaim upon the 
wibject, a day wat appointed on which they thould attemble with their vaNal* 
at Glaigow, whence they might make an imiptiim into the territory of the Ham- 
illoai, which lay in the immediate neighbourhood. The Regent, Informed of 
thit deaign, with the adrice of the Cardinal, reaolred to preoccupy Glaigow. 
Glencaim, howerer, did not wait the apptunted day, but wat already in the town, 
and learning the approach of the Hamiltoni marched out to gire tbembsttle, 
aided by the dtiient, who do not appear to hare been friendly to the Regent. 
The battle wat iloutly conteated, and for some time the Hamiltont teemed to 
hare the wont of it. In the end, howerer, they gained a complete rictmy, the 
greater part of the Cuninghamce being ilain, and among the reft two of the 
Earl't iont. Nor wat it a bloodleai rictory to the Hamilton!, tereral of theii 
diieflaxnt being ihdn ; but the lererest Ion fell upon the dtizent of Glaigow, 
whoae houtea were <a:uelly plundered, and eren their doon and window thutten 
dettroyed. The friendi of Lennox refiiaed to ritk another engagement, but they 
inaltted that he thould keep the imjaegnahle fortiect of Dumbarton, where he 
might in aafety await another rerohition in the ttate of partiet, which they prog- 
' would take place In a very tbort time. Nothing, howerer, could di- 
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TBit Um from hit purpoM ; and, committing' the <jhaige of the ctutle of Dumbar- 
ton to Oeorgfl Slirliag, be Mil«d for Sn^uid, vhne fa« ma bonounbly enter- 
tuned by king Heniy, who Mttled a penmon upon him, and gare bim to wife 
hU niece, Margaret Dougbu, » prinoeu in tbe flower of her age, and celebrated 
(oi erery Accompliihment b^nming the ftmale character. The Queen-dowager, 
aware that tbe Action Lennox had thus left without a leader could not be brought 
to lubmit to Arran, whole leritj and imbecility of charwAer they were now per- 
fectly acquainted with, nor to the Cardinal, whou cruelty they both hated and 
feared, and dreading they might bmak out into aooie more desperate inanreo- 
tioD, condMcended to aoothe them and to take them under her particular proleo' 
tioQ. Arran wa< delighted to be deUvered from auch a formidable rifal upon 
any terms ; and in tbe next parliament, wbidi met at Linlithgow, be nioceeded 
in cauaing Lennox to be declai«d a traitor, and in baring hi* eriatea and those 
of bi* frienda confiscated, by which he reaUzed considerable sums of money. 

. The English, during these domestic broils, made a furious inroad into Borland, 
buraedJedburgbandKelso.andlaid wastelhewboledrcumjacentoountry. Thenes 
proceeding to Coldingfasm, they fortified the liurcb and Ibe churdi tower, in 
which they placed a garrisoD on retiring to tbeir own country. This ganlKKi, 
from tbe lore of plunder as well as to prerent supplies for a besieging army, 
wasted the neighbouring district to a wide eitODt Turning their attention at 
last to general interests, the Scottish goremment, at tbe bead of whid was tbe Car. 
dinal, tbe Queen-dowager, and tbe nominal Regent Arran, issued a proclamation 
for tbe nobles and tbe more respectable of the commons to assemble armed, aod with 
prorisionB for eigfat daya, to attend the Regent. Eigbt thowund men were speed- 
ily assembled, and though it was the depth of winter, Ibey prooeeded against 
the diurcb and tower of Coldinghsm without delay. When they had been b» 
foie the place only one day and one night, the R^;ent, infonned that the Eng- 
lish were advancing from Berwick, todt hww, and with a few attendants 
galloped in the utmost haste to Duobar. This inezpliGaUe conduct threw 
the whole army into confusion, and, but for tbe bravery of one man, Archi- 
bald Douglas Earl of Angus, the whole of their tents, baggage, and artillery 
would bare been abandoned to the enemy. But althoi^h Angus and a lew of 
bis friends, at tbe imminent hazard of tbeir lirei, aaved the artillery and brou^l 
it in safety to Dunbar, the conduct of tbe army in general, and of the R^^nt in 
particular, wns putillanimous in tbe extreme. Tbe spirit of tbe eatioti sunk and 
tbe courage of the enemy rose in proportioD. Ralph Ireia, and Brian Latoun, tbe 
English commanders, orerran, without meeting with any oppoaition, tbe districts 
of Merse, Teriotdale, and Lauderdale, and the Forth only seemed to limit their 
rictorious arma, Angus, who alone of all the Scoltiib nobility at this time gave 
any indication of public spirit, indignant at the nation's disgrace and deeply itt- 
fecled with his own losses, for he bad extensire estates both in Mene and Teribl- 
dale, made a vebement re[a«sentatioa to tbe Regent upon the folly of his conduct 
in allowing himself to be the dupe <tf an ambitious but cowardly ^est, who, like 
tbe reet of his brethren, unwailike abroad, was seditious at home, and, exempt from 
danger, wished only the power of wasting tbe fruit irf other men's labour* upon 
bis own Toluptuouinesi. Always feeble and always ractllating, tbe Regent was 
rouaed by theae remonstrances to a momentary exertion. An order was iaoed 
through the neighbouring counties for all tbe nobles to attend bim, whererer be 
should be, without loss of time, and in company with Angus, he set out the 
very next day for the borders, their whole retinue not exceeding tht«e hundred 
horse. Arrired at HelroM, they determined to wtSt fOT their reinforcements, 
baring yet been joined only by a few indiriduali frmn the MerssL The English, 
who vivn at, Jedburgh, to tbe number of five thousand men, baring hy tbeir 
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MMHiU BaoertaiiMd the ntiutioii and inMll number irf' th«ir fotcu, nundted on tiie 
bftaot to ntrpriM them, befon theii expected fupplies thouM eoa» Dp. The 
Scoti, faowerer, spprited of tbeir inteotioiii, withdrew to tlie nei^bouring hilli, 
irfienee, in poiftct iBcurity, they watched the movementa of their enemiea, who, 
diwppointwl in not finding them, wandered about during the night in qtieit oi 
tuch ipoib M a Ulely ranged town coidd lupply, and with tlie returning dawn 
inarched back to Jedburgh. Hw Scot* now joined by Norman Lealy, a youth of 
. p«at promiaa, ion to the Earl of Rothea, and three hundred men frooi Fife, with- 
draw to the bill* whidi oreriodc the Tillage of Aaenun, where they were jirined 
by the Laird of fialcleudi, an active and experienced commander, with a few irf 
hii Taanli, who SBiired him that the remainder would follow immediately, ~ 
the adrice of Baldeugfa, the trot^ were ditmoant«d, and the horsea under the 
care trf' wrranti aent to an adjoining hilL The army waa formed in the hollow 
in the order of battle. Hm Engliih, a« had been anticipated, leeing the bonea 
going orer the bill, tujFpoaed the Sooti to be in full retreat, and eager to prerent 
their eicape, ruabed liter them, and ere they were aware, fell upon the Scottiab 
«peaii. Token by nirprue, the Engliih Oroopi, though they fouf^t with great 
Inarery, were thrown into disorder, and tuatained a dgnal defeat, lodng in killed 
and captured upward* of thirteen hundred men. 11m loaa on the part of the 
Scot* wa« two Bten killed and a few wounded. 

In ccwueqnanoe iit tliii rictory, the Soot* were freed from the incurrioai of the 
t'^gii'i' tar the enudng jTinmi- ; but it waa principally improved by the lU^nt, 
with the adiice of the Ceidinal, for drawing closer the cordi of connexion with 
FWioe. An ambanador wa* Immediately despatched to that country with the 
tiding* — to report in itrraig tenni the treachery of Lennox, bjmI to requeit n 
inforcementa of men and money. Tbeae could not at thi* time indeed well be 
spared, as an iounediate descent of the English was expected ; yet, in the ho_ 
of somewhat distracting the nwaaures of Henry, an auidliary force of three thou- 
sand foot and fire bundled horse was ordered, under tbe command of James Mont- 
gomery of l«rgo, who wa* also empowered to inquire into the differences between 
Lennox and the Kegent and CardlnaL Hontgomery arrired In Scotland mi the 
3d day of July, 1546, and baring exhibited hi* conmiusion, and explained the 
purpoaes of his master, the king of licence, to tbe Scottish cound), they wen 
induced to Issue an rarder fw an army of the bettM' claa*, who might be able to 
support the expenaes of a campaign, to aasemble on an early day, Thi* ordei 
was punctually complied with, and on tbe day appointed, fifteen thousand Scots- 
men assembled at Haddingtou, who were marcbed directly to tbe English bor- 
der, and encamped in the neiglibouriiood of Wark castle. From this oamp, they 
carried on their incursioni into the neighbouring country for about a day's 
journey, cairying off every filing that they could lay bold oC Having wasted 
in tbe coune of tea days the country that lay within their readi, and being des- 
titute of artillery for carrying on siege*, the anny diabanded, and every man 
went to bis own hooie. Montgomery repaiiwd to cuurt, to inquire into the dis- 
putes wilfa Lennox ; the Engliah, in the meantime, by way of reprisals, wasting 
the Scotti^ borders in every quarter. Hontgomery, in the beginning of winter, 
returned home, leaving the Cardinal, thoi^ he blaaad him as the sole author 
of the distentiwu between Lennox and the R^«nt, in the fiitt pa«e**ion of all 
bia authority. 

Beaton now auppoied himaelf fldly established in the dvil as well a* the eo 
clesiailic management of the kingdom, and proceeded m a progn* through 
the different province* for tbe pnrpoee of qtueting the aedltiona, which, aa he 
alleged, had arisen in variom places, but in i«ality to lepvM* the protestants, 
who, notwithstanding hi* having so artfiilly identified the cause of tbe catholic 
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rdiglon iritb At of uatiMiU ftali^, had (till bMn npfdly incmadig. C^rtw 
ing hit pDpp«t Amn abiig irith Um, m a]«» tbs Eari of Ai^Is, Lord JHtk»- 
6«iwnl, Lord BojrOwidc, Am Hihop* of Oitany uid nmbUiia, Ac he caow 
to Pe*A, er, m It mi Ibeii mon ectnnnnlj aJhi, 81 Jahart o n, idMM Mranl 
IMnaiit wer* HtnaMed before kin fbr diepnting mpm tk« eeiwe of tk« Soiptwei 
which, anmig all ti«e csdMlJci, ma a crim* to !»• ponlAed by tta jadga. Fo«r 
mtbappy men, actued ot baring eatm a gowe apon « Pridar, wei* cwtdiwiil 
to b« lung«d, wU(A rigorooB Mattnca wai pot InM «x«eution. A ttmaan. 
Helm Sttifa, for hariag ntaad to oUl opaa tte Vii^ lor anatSMe Id Wt 
Inbour, waa drowned, aMiM^ agaia [wagnant. A nanbai of the Ixvgeaaa «f 
the <i^, coarteted w Riipeeled (for in dioas daya tbey wan Ae mum tUu^ of 
■nailer pMcadflloea, were banUted fron «m dty. He aba depoaed dw Lord 
RndiTen from dw prorMtry of dw city, for bel^ aemeiwbat atttithed to die new 
opinlMM, and beatowed the office upon Ae Labd rf Ein&ima, a vefaOlaB to die 
Laid Gray, wbo wai neidwr aappoaed t« be a^na t« the new rehgion, nor 
friendly to the Cardina) ; but be hoped by thi> anangeaeBt to lay a founda- 
tion fbr ■ qoanal between Aew noUemen, by wUA at kaat otm of tfaam would 
be cut ofC TfaU act of tyranny, by which the dtiwna wen daprired of Ibeir 
tg i ril^a «i (feooib^ their own goremev, waa MgUy reMvtad by ttem, at well 
a« by the Lord RuthTon, whoae ftadly had held the place aa hi^g diat dwy al- 
no«t eo^derad it to be beieditar; in their faadly. The new proriMt KinfkimR 
waa urged by the Cardinal and hli adrieera to mIm tipen die gornnaieiit ef die 
dty by force, bat dw Lord Rndtren, with dia airiitanoa rf die dtiMne, put him 
to die route, and dew lixty of Mi foUow«i& That Ritftren waa Tictoriani murt 
hai« been a little nortirjFing to die CordinBl ; but aa the riettaH were aneniea 
of the dniTCh, the defeat wai die leei to be lamenlBd. 
FMra 8t Johnttod the Cardinal proeeedad to Dundee, in Older to bring to punidi- 

Ihem in the orlglnsl Oreek, of whidi the Soetdrii prieadwod knew w Hide dut dwy 
held it fordiBi a new hook written in a new language^ Inrented by Haatin Lodier, 
andoffnehpemideuBqiuditieadiat, wfaoerer had die miifertune to look into it be- 
came tnfidlibly tainted widi deadly hereey. Here, howerer, their procaedingi 
wtm tntaiRipted by tbe approadi of Lord Patr<dc Gray and die Eari of Rotbea, 
Hieae noblenwn bdng botb fHendly to the RafonnatlMi, the Cardinal dmrt not 
admit diem with their foDow«n into a town that was notoriam fsr attndnBent to 
diat cauM abora all the dde« <f the kfngdom ; hedierefi^refenttbeRegmtbadi 
to Perth, whither he hfauelf also accompanied him. ETert in Perth, howerer, 
he dinnt not meet them openly, and tlte Regent laquiring them to enter aepa- 
ralely, Aey emnplied, and were )mA cramnltted to priwHi. Rodief wu Moa 
dianimed, bol Gray, whom the Cardinal waa chiefly afraid erf', remained in con- 
flnemcBt a etmrideisble time; The Cardinal baring gme over aa mu^ of 
Angui aa he fixnid eonrenient at tha time, rstunnd to St Andrewi, earrytng 
along widi him a black friar named John Rogtn, who had be<n pleading the 
tefbrmad doctrine in Angui. lliig Indlridual be ce wniltt ed to the ■sa'towaT o ~ 
8t Andrewi, wtiere, It !i alleged, he canaed him to be privately murdered and 
thrown orer die wall, giring out dtat he had attempted to eacape over It, and 
In the attompt frfl and broke Ma neck. He alao broi^t along with him die 
R«f;ent Arran, of whom, tboi^ he held hit ion aa a boatage, he wu not wldw 
out doubta, espadally niten be radeetod npon die inconMancy of hii diarscter, 
the natii* fiMcoiem of the noUlity, and the number of them dtat were adll un^ 
friendly to hii own mesanrei. He dierefore entertained hhn, for tmnty dayi 
tt^^ether, with all manner of diowi and fplendid enlartaininenti, made him 
nMny preeenti, and, promHlng him many more, ant out with him to Edinburgh, 
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whvn he oout— wl aa ntniMy «f th« dargy to dariae mean* for putting a ik^ 
M tbe diewAen tfcat raa ao hMrilf eoM^kiaad o£, and iriiidi ttueataned Uk 
total rain «f Ae dmn^ In diia meetiB; it waa fnftmti to alkj tha public 
duaowi bjr taUag naaauraa tot lefanai^ ttw i^en prodigacj of Iba pieiti, 
nhkh «ai tha <bitf Hurca of oamplaiot llMir daliberalioiii, howenr, ware 
cut diort by iBla%eDc« duu Oeoiga Wiifaart, the mMt eminaat pnader «f Uw 
lefmiaeddoctrinaarfliliJay, WMwaiding with Cockbura of Onniaton, only about 
seven nilti fioai Ediuburgfa. Tbay calculrtad that, if tbay could cut off thi« 
IndiTMual, tbay Aould p^fotia an actioB man aarrioeable to the cuue of the 
chunli, aaA alia aaa erf' moA aaaier aooompliiliBant, than rafonaing the lire* 
of tha friiHa. A bot^ (rf bona wen Inwediately laiit off to aacun him ; but 
CodAun, nfotiBf to delivar him, the (Cardinal himaalf and the B^ent fol- 
lowed, blackiBg Dp erary nenoe to the houia, so aa to lender the eicape of tha 
refbrHer impoMible. To praTsat the eAwion sf bleed, bowem, tb* Eail of 
Bothnall waa aent £ar, who pkdgad hii lailh to CocUmm, thftt he would Hand 
by Wiahart, and that a* haim dwuld be&U Un ; iqion lAlch ha wa* peaceably 
awnDdaved. Bodiw^, howerar, wiw^t opon by the Cazdinal, and eapeclally 
by tha QoeeK-OMitter, wiA lAon, Enox ebaarrei, " ha waa than iu the g^au- 
dwa," after aoaia Anffliag to laM B^eaiaBoea, daliveied hia priioner up to tha 
Cardinal, who inqriaoned liim, fint in tha Caatk of Edinbargb, and lotm after 
canM Uaa to 8t Andrcwa, wbwa be waa bm^fbt before the eoi^siaatical tri- 
biHal, ctatdaiMad far beieay, and meat cruelly fvt to death, aa the roadar will 
find mlatad in aMttar part of Uiia woric, under the artick Wubut. Wiaharl 
wa* a man mi|^tty in the Soriftnaa, and Aw e««n of tha martyr* have du^ysd 
oMre <rf tha w wa h Maw and htHtility that ought to chancteme the foUower of 
laaw Chriat ; bat bia knowledge «i the Soxipbms anUed him nothing, and the 
Hieik gmoea of hi* <^anciar, like ml thrown «^Mm flame, only heigfatenad tbe 
vage and trfaiaad the Asy tiUt pene«utoi& Aaan, pceaaed by bia frienda, 
and periiapa by Ua own conadMoa, wrofa to tbe Cardinal to itay tha ^oeeed- 
ing* till be ahonld ba«a tiiM t» inqtdn tste Aa natter, and tbnetenad him with 
■ha gnih of innocent bkwd. B«« Ae waning waa in Tain, and the innooent 
riotlm waa only the moM r^Uly hurried to hia end for foBr of a reacue. 

TUi act «f tyranny and mnrdtr waa tztoOed by the obtrgy and their depeodanla 
aa highly ghx^ttg t» Ood and honomnUe to tbe aetor, who waa now mgttied 
by dhm aa oM of the prima pillan of heaven, latder whcae auapicM tbe moat 
glorioaa daya might be oxpeoted. Tim people in feBMol feU &r odierwiae, 
and, irritated rather (ban letrified, v^ardad tbe Ga^Unal aa a mentet «f cntnl- 
ty wtd loat, wbma it would b« a mwiterioaa action to daatroy. Beaton waa not 
Ignorant «f the batnd and acntempt in «lrfch be waa held, n«r ef tbe dericee 
fonainf againat him ; but b« a^^oeed hia power to be now aa flimly 
to be beyoad tbe leach of factjon, and b« wa* datenniDad by the 
meat prompt and dadrire BMaw M * l» bo baflpi«-hand with hi* emaniai. In the 
mean tima, be dMNigfat it foudent to aMngttien bia inlerert, which wae already 
great, by giring bia daogbtar in nuuvi^^ to die Haatw of Cnw&td. For thia 
porpoee be prooaedodto Angoa, wfaera Aa aiarriage wa* celabiatod with abnoat 
voyal aplMidonr, the bride leceiring from her fitther die Catdisa], no ka* ^Um 
four diouaand marin of dowry. Pttaa tbaae featiTilie* he waa aoddenly rarnllrd 
by IntaDigelice diat Henry of &igland wae ctdleating a great naral foiM, with 
wfakh be intended to annoy Scotland, and eapemally the ooatt of SWa. To 
proride againat audi aa exigency, die Caidinal lummoned tha nobility to attend 
him in a lour roimd dw coMt, wheie ha ocdeied fiwtificatioaa to bo made, and 
gairiaon* placed in the moat adTantageoua poaitiDBa. In thia tow ho waa at- 
tended by dM Manor at Rothee, Nonoan Lealie, who bad fbnnerly been one cf 
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Iiii fHenda, but had of lal«, frooi lonie priTato grudge, beoonw cold loimnb 
him. Some Altercation of coune eniued, and the; parted in nrattil enmity; 
the CardiiiiL] deleimiDed wovtly to t«k« oi^ or to impriaon Normoti, witli hi* 
Mend* lbs Lainii of GiMige, elder and ywiagm. Sir Jamei Leannont, ptoriNt 
of St Andrew*, and tbe Lurd of Raitli, all whom he feared, and Norman r 
suited to day the Cardinal, be the conM<|uencca irhat they would. 

Tbe Cardinal wai in tbe meantima in great haste to rapair and «ti«ngtben hii 
cattle, Dpon wbich a larga number of men were employed almost ni^t and day. 
Hm conapiraton baring lodged tbemaelTta secretly in St Andrews on tbe nigbt < f 
May the twenty-eigfalh, 1 546, were, ere the dawn of tbe next nHtraing, assembled to 
die nmnbo' of ten or twelre persons In the neigbboiurbood of tbe castle, and tbe 
gates being opened to let in tbe wotlanen with tbeir building materials, Kircaldy 
of Orange entered, and with him nx peisoai, who held a parley with tbe porter. 
Norman Leslie aiid his oconpany haring then entered, pswod to tbe middle of 
the court Lastly came Jritn Leslie and four men with him, at whose appear 
ance tiie porter, suspecting some dedgn, attempted to lilt tbe drawbridge, but 
was prerented by Leslie, who leaped upon it, seised the keys, and threw the 
janitor himself headlong into tbe dildi. Tbe plaos thus secwed, tbe workmen, 
to the number of a hundred, ran off tbe walls, and were put forth at the wkket 
gate unhurt Kircaldy then UxHc charge of tbe priry postern, die olhms going 
through the different diambers, from which they eje<«ed upwards of fifty penmis, 
who were quietly permitted to escape. Tbe Cardinal, ronsed from his moming 
•lumbers by the noise, threw up his window and adied what it meant. Being 
answered that Nonnan Leslie bad taken his castle, he ran to the poatsni, but, 
finding h secured, returned to bis diamber, drew his two-handed rwcri, and 
ordered his chamberlun to barricade the door. In the meantime, Jcbn Leslie 
demanded ado^ttanee, but did not gain it till a chimn«;ful of bundng coals 
was brought to bum the door, when the Cardinal or his diamberiain (it is not 
known which) threw it open. Beaton, who had in Ae mean time hidden a box 
of gold under sonte coals in a comer of the room, now sat down in a chair, oy- 
iug, " I am a priest, I am a priert; you will not ilay me." But he was now in 
tbe taaods of men to wbam bis priestly diaracter wa( no recommendation. John 
Leslie, Bocotdiug to his tow, siiudc biro twice with his dagger, and so did Peter 
Cannichael; but Jamea Melrille, peroeiTiDg them to be in a passion, withdrew 
dwm, saytng, " This work and judgment of Ood, although it be secret, ought to 
be gone about with gravity." Then admonishing the Cardinal of hit widced 
life, particularly his iheddlny the blood of that eminent preacher, Mr George 
Wishart, UelTille struck bin thrice tbrangh with a slag sword, and be All, 
exdahning, "FSe, fie, lam a priest, aU'a gone [ " Before this time the inhabitanb 
of St Andrews wora appriaed ot vdiat was going on, and b^n to throng around 
tbe cMle, exdaiaiing, " Hare ye slain my Lord Cardinal F What bare ye done 
with my I<wd Cardinal r* As they reAiied to depait tiU tbey saw him, hitdud 
body was shmg out by the ssssMiiiB at the same window from which he bad but 
a ihott time before wibieawd Ibe huming of Hr George Wishart. Haring no 
bury tbe body, tbey afterward* salted it, wrapped it in lead, and 
I tbe ground floor of the sea tower, die very place where be mw 
•aid to hare caused Rogers the preaching friar to be matdared. 

In tbl* manner fell Cardinal Darid Beaton, in tbe height of prosperity, and 
in the prime of life, for he bad only reached die fifty-second year of hi* age. 
His death wa* deeply lamented by his own party, to whcsn it proved an iirepo- 
rable loss, and the authors of it irem regarded by them as saorilegioM assassins, 
but by numben, who, on aooount of difference in religion, wera in drand of 
their lives from bis cnielty, end by other* who were diagurted by b 
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», Ihey w«i« regBrd«d at the restoran of their oountry'i libeithn, and 
Buuiy did not henUlc to haMrd thsir Utw and fortunei along willi them. What- 
•rer opinion ma; b« foimed ragarding lh« manner of fail death, there can be 
only one ragarding iu effbcU i the ProteAant faith, vhich had quailed before 
hii perKcuting arm, fiom tbi* moment began to prosper in the land. It i« probable, 
ai bii encmiea alone bare been hii hiitotEan*, that the traiti of hii ebaracter, and 
even the tone and bearing cf many of bit aetioni, bave been to lome degree exag- 
gerated ; yet tfaere leemi abundant proof of hli leniuality, hii cruelty, and hii total 
diu-egard of principle in bii eiertioni for the preierTation of the Romiah faith. 
Nothing, on the other band, but that barbariim of the timai, which cbaracteriiei all 
Beatou'a policy, a* welt ai hii actions, could extenuate the foul deed by which be 
wai ramored &am the world, or the unitemlj lympatfay which tha reforming party 
la general manifeiled toward! iti perpetrator*. Ai a favourable view of bii charac- 
ter, and at tha Mme time a fine ipeoimen of old Gngliah conipoaitioii, we extract the 
following from the luppleiiient to Dempiter : — 

"It frequently happena that the lama great qiialitle* of mind whidi enable a 
man to diitinguijh himulf by the aplendour of bia rirtuei, ara ao crentrained 
or cornipted aa to render him no leaa notorioui for hii ricei. Of this we hare 
many inataDce* in ancient writen, but none by which it ii mor« clearly displayed 
than in the character of Ihe Cardinal Archbishop of St Andrews, David Beaton, 
who, from his very dnldhood, ws« extremely remarkable, and whose violent death 
had tliii in it singiUar, (hat hii enemies knew no way to remove faini from his 
absolulo authority but that [of asaaaination). When he waa but tan yean of 
■ge, ha spoke with lo mudi ease and gravity, with ao mudi good senae, and 
freedom Crtan atftctation, it surprised all who heard him. When he was little 
■uiw« than twenty, be became known to the Duke of Albany, and to the court 
ot fVaoce, wfaera he transacted aAkirs of the greatest importance, at on ago 
when othen b^n to become acquainted with them only in bookf. Before he 
wa* thirty, be had merited the confidence of the Regent, the attention of the 
Frendi King, and the favour of hit master, so that they were all niitort to the 
court of Rome in hia behalf. He was soon after mode Lord Privy-Seal, and 
appointed by act of parliament to attend the young king, at bis nk^jesty's own 
desire. Before he attained the forty-fifth year of his age, he was Bishop of 
Mirepoix in France, Cardinal of Ihe Boman Church, Archbiihop of St Andivwi, 
and Primate of Scotland, lo which high dignitJM be added, beure be wai fifty, 
those of Lord High Chancellor, and legate d ItUert. Hia behaviour was so 
taking, that he never addicted himself to the service of any prince or perton, 
but he abeolutely obtained their confidence, and this power he had over the 
minds of othen, he managed with to much disrcetion, that his intenet never 
weakened or decayed. He was the &vourite of the Hegent, Duke of Albany, 
and of his pujul James V. as long a« they lived ; and the P(en<:h king and the 
governor of Scotland equally r^cetted his km. He wu indefrtigable in buai- 

. nea, and yet managed it with great eaae. He undentood the interesla of the 
courts of Ronie, Ftsnce, and Scotland, belter than any man of hit time, and he 
was pe>feclly acquainted with Ihe temper, influence, and weight of all the nohl- 
lity in his own country. In time of danger, he showed great prudence and 
Bteadinea of mind, and in his high^at pmiaperity, discovered nothing of vanity 
or giddineiB. He was a nalous diurohman, and thought severity Ihe only wea- 
pon that oould coMbal hereay. He loved to live munificently, though not pro- 
fusely, for at Um time of his death he was rich, and yet had provided plentifblly 
for hit baiily. But hii ncee were many, and his vice* fcandalouiL He quar- 
relled with the old Aichblibop of Gla^^ in hii own city, and pudied ' 

quanel ao br that their men fought In the v«ry church. '" 
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bcMiudleM, for be took into hii lunds the ttutii* maugemeiU of tb* aAin of dw 
Idofdora, dril ud vedariaMkal, and treated the Englub •nbHwdor m if b« 
had been B loranien princa. HsBatde no tvn^ of MwingdiiMvdBMmgliU 
wwmiee, tbat be night i«sp eMoiitr (nn their diipatab Hli JMkiwf of Iha 
gDT«inDr [Amn] mi radi, that be ke^ hie eldeit ww M« boftaga inUshMM, 
itnler pttrteirae of takuif «kb of hia odneatint. Ib point of d ua lity be mv 
fV7 deficient; for, though «• Aoold a«t add* aacabmniwMiaMr«f dMaatUngi 
whidi bU onaaiat have raported of hit intriguea, yet tba pMtariiy be left be- 
hind Um plainly provea that he *i4dal«d tboea Tom to gMitf hii paadcoa, 
whidi he eU^ed ethas to hidd vaed on tba penalty of Ibeir Um*. In a wari, 
had Ui praUty baan ofaal to hie part*, had hk virtaM ooM np to hii aibilitiM. Ua 
and had been laai li()d, and hi* menuy wUbont hkMidL Ai it ia, we oughtto 
conaidar him *■ an evutent inatauM «f tbe ftailtj of Iha bii^tMt human &cid- 
de^ and the intebility of nbat die wmd call* fiwtuna." 

He moto, aecmding to Demprter, " MeB<Hn of bU own Enbawi^'* " A Tn»^ 
tit cf Petard Primacy," and " LeUan to fereral Panoni." 

BEATON, Juoa, unole to the preceding, and hiniadf an enunent pMlata and 
Mnteman, wai a younger wm of John Bestoa of Balfour, in Fife, and of Mary 
BonMlI, daughter of the Lnird of fiahnauto. Haring been educated for the 
church, be became, in 1603, pmroat af the oollegiale dwidk of Bothnell, by 
iha fnour, it bai bean abneat iwceMarily fuppoaed, of tbe houae <rf' Dcqgla*, lAo 
were patrou of the eftaliliibiaeDt. Uii ^oraotion vaa vary npiiL In 1501, 
he wai made Abbot of tbe rid) and imp<ntant abbacy of Dunfannline, wfaidi 
had prericinly bean held by a brotbM <tf the king; and in l&CU, on the death 
of hii unda. Sir Darid Beaton, who had hitherto bean hi* chief patron, he r»- 
oeired hi* offloe of High Tieaairer, and became, of ooinna, one of (be prindpal 
miniiler* of itate. On the death of Vam, Biihop «f Galloway, in 1508, Jamei 
Beaton wai placed in that lae, aad next year b« wm tianilatad to the acohi- 
epiicajnte of Olaifow. H* now rangoti tha Treaaur^'a atai^ in ordai that he 
might derote 'I'-trlf antiraly to hii dtitiai ai a dwrduuan. Wtula AtdibidMn 
of Glaigow, be buaied himielf in what wwa then conaiderBd tha moit pious and 
rirtuou* of (ffioea, namely, founding new altarage* in tba cathedral, and ia^ 
proring the acconunodaUoM of the e^copal palMe. Ha alao entided hinMslf 
to more laiting and lalicnal pniae, by Mcb public act* at tha building and re- 
pairing of bridgaa within tba regality of Glaagow; Upon idl tbe buildings, 
both mcred and profane, aiected by bin, wen oaiafully UaMiwd his annorial 
boaringi. During all tbe earlier part of hk caMer, tlu* gvaat prdate wvsa to 
hare Urad on the beat tenM with tba family rfDoi^M to lAkh ha nwat hare 
bean indebted for bis fint pi^erment In 1616, when it became bit duty to coo- 
■ecnta tbe cdabiatad Garin Don^ as Bidiop of Dunknld,lia testifiad hi* tatpaot 
for ifaa family by antertainli^; die poet and all hli toain an the aM*t magnificant 
manner at Glaq[ow, B)td dafrayii^ tba whole exp*M«a «f bb conseoatien. 
Ard)biAop Bealim was daMined to figine rary ptoodnenlly fa tba diatraclad 
period whidi ensued upon the death of Janw* IV, Aa too often h^pana in the 
political scene, the riolance of facUon brake up hi* <dd attachment to the 
DeuglasseSi The Earl of Angus, diiaf of that houaa, baring mairiad Oe widow 
of the king, endearoured, agauMt the general sense of tbe nation, to obtain tht 
ntprema power. BealMi, who wa* eloratad by the Begent Albany, to the high 
(rfBce of Lord Chancelliv, and appointed one of the goremon *f the kingdom 
during his absence in France, attadied binaelf to tha t^iposiw faction of the 
Uaniltnnt under tbe Earl of Arran. On the iStfa of April, I S90, a omtantko 
haring bean called to compose tba difierences of tbe two pHtics, the H«n.ilti«.| 
appeared in military guise, and seamad prepared to Tindlcata their s^ramacy 
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«1th flw unmL BMtton, their duef comuellor, lot ia hii hooM at die bottom 
rfihe NaddMur Wyitd,* mOt aimour nndsr hii roba, ready appanntly to 
ban jcdiMd lh« fbroe* of tbe Haaiiltoni, in the event of a qiiarreL In Ail crini, 
Clttrin Doo^M waa deputed by Ma nephew the Esrl of Angni, to renunutiate 
wilfa Am Aiddiirirap againtt the hoatile piepanttioiu of hii party. Beaton en. 
^eawored to gloa* OT«r tlis natter, md concluded widi a Mdenm aHeTeration 
npoB Ui conaedence, that he knew not of it. Ai he apoke, he rtnidc hfa lumd- 
opwi hii breaat, and earned the mail to rattle under his gown. Dou^laa renlied, 
irflfa a cntting eqaJToqne, " Hediiiiki; vaj lord, your oonadenoe datteri,— aa 
antdt aa to lay, yoor comrienne ii unaound, at the aame time diat die woid 
Bight mean the andiie diaeloenre of a aaoet. In Ae emoii^ conflict, which 
took pkee upon the atrseta, the Hamlltem* were worited, and Anhbiifaop Beston 
had to take lefi^ in the Bladdiiair Chuich. Being found there by the 
Dougtaaaei, be had his rodiet torn ftom hia bade, and would hare been ilain on 
Am spot, but for die Interpocidon of die Biahop of Dnnkeld. HaTinj with 
•eme diffiodty escaped, he lived for lome time in an obaoire way, till the return 
of tbe Dtdce of Albany, by wboie interaat be waa appcrfttted in 1 &33, to tbe 
nwtoopolitan see of St Andrewi. On the rsriral of the potter of the Douglaiaea 
in tbe aame year, he waa again obliged to retire. It la «ud tl>at tbe infoireo- 
tioB of tbe Eail of Lennox in ISSS, which ended in the triumph ig the Doug- 
haaei and tbe deadi of die E^l at Linlithgow Bridge, waa idrred np by Ardi- 
bidiop Beston, aa a mean* of enuracipating die King. Afler diii unhappy 
event, the Doui^anea peraecuted him with audi keenneta, that, to nre hta life, 
be aMiimed the literal guise and garti of a shepherd, and tended an actual flodt 
upon Bogrian-Knowe in Fife. At lengdi, wiien Jamea V. immrted his indepen< 
dMiee of dttae powerAil tutors, and banJAed them from die kingdom, Beaton 
was ninstated In all his dignities, except that of Chancellor, which waa eon- 
fcrred upon Gavin Dunbar, die King^ preceptor. He faenoefinirard reaided 
chiefly at 8t Andrews, where, in ISil, he waa induced by the perauanons of 
edter churdnoen leu mild than himaelf, to ctnuent to tbe proaecndoD and death 
of Patrick Hamilton, the pnito-martyr of the Scottidi Reformation, He waa 
Hibaequently led on to various aeferities againat the reformers, but radier dirou)^i 
a wont of power to redst the clamours of his brethren, than any diipoettitm to 
MTverity in his own nature. It would appear that he latterly entrusted mu$h of 
die adioinlatratiMi of his aflUrs to his lass anriable nephew. Tbe chief employ, 
ment of hia fetter yean waa to found and endow die New C<dlegnof St Andrewa, 
in wMch deaign, however, he was thwarted in a great measure by hia ezecnton, 
who ndiap^ed the greater part of hia fiinda. He died in 1639, 

BEATON, Jawd, AK^biihop of Glasgnw, was the second of the seven sons of 
John Beaton, or BeAune of BaXoar, elder brother of Cardinal Beaton. He 
received die chief part of hia education at Paris, under the care of hia celebrated 
uncl^ who was dien rending in die Frendi capital as ambassador firom James 
V, Hia first preferment In the church was to be dianter of the cathedral of 
Glaagow, under Ardibidiop Dunbar. Wbeti hia undo attained to nearly lupreme 
power, he waa employed by him tn many important matteia, and in lSt9, suc- 
ceeded hhn M Abbot of Abeibtothidi. Tlw death t^ the Cardinal does not 
i^pear to have materially retarded the advancement of Ui nephew ; for w» And 
that, 1ft lSfi9, he had snflclent Interest with the exiiting government, to receive 
the second plooe in tbe Scottish dmtA, tbe Archbishopric of Glasgow, to 
whtdi he waa comeixated at Rtmm. He was now one of die moat imporlant 
peiBOnagee in the kingdom ; tie enjoyed the eonfidenfie of the governor, the 
Gnri ofArrau; bis nleoe, Hary Beaton, one of tba "Four IHariea," waa the 
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fnvourite of the youag tjueen Mary, now randing in pTMioe ; mi he wh •!•• 
eueenmd Terjr bighly by the Queeo Dowager, Mary of Lomin, wbo ma now 
■spiring to the Regancy. During the lubMquent amy of th« Qii««ii B^;«Dt, 
the ArchBisbop of St Andrawi enjoyed her higbwt conHdonM. It waa to h\m 
Uud iha handed the celebrated letter addreawd to her by John Hnox, Mying 
uith a careloM air, "Pleaae you, my lord, to read a paaquiL" In 1SS7, wbe* 
the marriage of the youUiful Mary to the Dauphin of Prsnce waa about to talw 
place, JonuM Beaton, Archbiihop of St AndreHi, itood the Juat of the pariiamen- 
tory commiMionera appointed to be preaent at Uie ceremony, and to conduct the 
difficult buiinOB nhich wai to precede iU Me and hii componiona exeeulod 
thii duty in a most lotiifactory uuuiner. Ailer bia return in 1SG8, be acted ai 
a Privy CouDcUlor to the Queen Regent, till ihe nai unable any longer to ooo- 
lend with the advancing tide of the Reframation. In November, 1 659, hii 
former friend, the Earl of Airan, who had now become a leading refonuer, 
came nith a powerful retinue to Glasgow, and, to use a debcale pbraae of the 
lime, " took order*' with the Cathedral, wUch he cleared of all the imagea, 
placing a garrison at the same time in die Archbishop's palace. Beaton loon aflet 
lecoveied his house by means of a few Franch aoldiers ; but he speedily found that 
neither he nor his religion could malnt&ia a permanent footing in the country. 

In June, ISfiO, the Queen Regent expired, almoet at the very montent 
nhen her authority became extinct Her French troops, in terma of a 
treaty with the Reformeia, soiled next mmith fw their native country, and in 
the same shipa waa the Archbishop of Glasgow, along with all the plate and 
records of the calhedml, which he md he would ncTer return till the Catholic 
faith ihould again be triumphant in Scotland. Some of these articlea were of 
great value. Among the pkto, which was very extendve and rich, wu a g<ddeti 
image of Christ, with silver images at his twelve aposllet. Among the lecorda, 
which were also very valuable, were two chartulariet, one of which had been 
written in the reign of Robert IIL, and was called, "The Red Bocdc of Gla» 
gow." Alt these objects weie depodted by the Ardibidiop in the Scots C<:dl^ 
at Pniii, where the mauusaipta continued to be of use to Scottish antiquariea up 
to the period of the French Revolu^on, «hen,it is believed, they were destroyed 
or dispersed. Beaton was received by Queen Mary at Paris, with the distino- 
fioa due to a virtuous and able counaellor ot her late mother. On her depotw 
ture next year, to aaume the reins of government in Scotland, she left him in 
charge of her aflkir* in France. He spent the whole of the subsequent pint of 
liis life as ambaasador from the Scottish court to his matt Cfariitian Majesty. 
This duty wns one of extreme delicacy during the brief reign of Queen Mary, 
when the relation of the two courts was of the most important iJuracter. Mary 
addressed him frequently in her own hand, and a letter in wfaidi she details to him 
tlie circumstances of her husband's death, is a well known historical document. 

It is not probable that Beaton's duty as an ambassador during the nu- 
rority of James VI. was any thing but a titular honour; but that psince, on 
taking the government into his own hands, did not hewtats, notwihttanding the 
dilTerence of religion, to employ a statesman who had olteady done fftithful ser- 
vice to the two preceding generations. James also, in 1SB7, was able to restore 
lo him both his title and estates as Archbishop <^ Glasgow ; b proceeding quite 
anomalous, when we ctmsider that the piesbyterian rehgion was now established 
in Scotland. The Andibishop died, April 34, 1G03, in the eighty-aizlh year of 
his age, and a full jubilee tii years from his consecration. He liad been arabaa- 
sodor to three generations of the Scottish royal family, and had seen in France 
n luccesrioa of six kinge, and transacted public aAhin under five of tiiem. He 
also hod the satislaction of teeing his sovereign accede to the English throne. 
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Juoai lejLFned the intelligence of hii deUli nliile on hii jouniey to London, si 
inuoediaUly appointed the hittorian SpottJiwoode to be hii fuccenor in the c 
thedial duUr of Giugow, Archbiibop SpottilHoode charactariaea him as '' 
nuui hoDOurablf diiposod, faithful to the Queen while ihe lived, and to the King 
her ion ; a lorer of hii country, and liberal, according- to hii meani, to all hit 
oounlrymen.'' Hi* reputation, indeed, u Bingularly pure, wlien it ii con<idei«d 
irith what rigiour he opposed the reibrnuition. He appsara to hare been 
garded b; the op'poute party aa a contcientioui, howerer mi*tak«n man, and 
tiSTe been ipared aoctndingly oil Ibeae caliimniea and aarcainia with nhidi party 
rage is apt to beipatler its opponenta Having enjoyed wrerol livings in 
Franoe, betidei the leas ceitun levenuea «f Glaigoif, he died in pownsion of a 
fortune amminting to SO.OOO liviM, all of nhich he left to the Scots CoUege, 
fo> the benefit of poor tcbolan of Scotland ; a gift so munificent, that he tvas 
aftertfaids considered as the aecond founder of the institution, the fint baring 
been a bidiep of Moray, in llip year 1895. Besides all tbis ymaHii, he left 
an Immense quantity of diplomatic papen, accumulated during the course of his 
legstiMi at Paris ; whidi, if they had been presened to the present time, would 
unquestionably have throM-n a itrong light upon the events of hit time. 

BEAT90N, RoBBiT, LUIX an ingenious and useful miibor, was a native of 
Dywrt, where be was born iu 1749. Beingeducated with a view to Oe military 
pTofeadon, ha obtained an enaigncy in IT SB, at the commencement of the seven 
yean' war. He served next year in the expedition to Ae coast of franco, and at- 
terwards, as lieutonant, in the attack oa Martinique, and the talcing of Guadaloupe. 
la 176G, he retired on b^-pay, and did not again seek to enter into active 
life till the breaking out of die American war. Having failed on this occaiion 
to iri>taia an appointment suitable to his former services, he i«iolved to apply 
himself to another profesaon — that of literature — for whidi he had all along 
had considerable toate. His publications were, 1, " A Political Index to the 
Hiatories of Great Britain and Ireland," 1 toL Sto. 1786, of whidi a diiid 
edition in 3 volumes was published at a lata period of hii life. Hiia woric con- 
sists diiefly of accurate and moat uaeGil lists of all the ministers and other prin- 
dpal officers of the state , frwn the earliest time to the period of its publication. 
8, " Naval and IVIilitary Memoirs of Great Britain, fitmi 17S7 to the present 
time," 3 vols. Svo. 1790; 2nd edition, 6 vols. 1804. 3, " View of the Me- 
morable Action of die 9Tlfa of July, 1778," 8vd. 1791. i, " Essay on the 
Comparatire Advantages of Verticat and Horizontal Windmills," 9vo. 1798, 
5, " Chronological Begister of both Houses of Faiiiament, from 1706 to IBO?," 
3 rols. 8vo. 1907. Besidaasome conmunications to the board of agrioultupa, 
of which he woi ad honwaty member. This laboriooa author enjoyed iu his 
latter yean the situation of barrack-master at Aberdeen, where, if we are not 
mistaben, be received his d^iree ^LL-D. He died at Edinburgh, January ^4, 
1818. 

BEATTIB, JsHD, poet and moral phjlosophv, was bom on the 3Sth October, 
1735, at Lwoencekirk, then an obscure bamlet in Kincardinedure. His father, 
James Beattie, was a small shop-keeper in the rillage, and at the amne time 
rented a little fann in the nei^bouibood. His mother's name was Jean Wat- 
son, and they had six children, of whom the subject of this article was the 
youngesL The father was a man of information, and of diameter superior to 
his condition, and die mollier was also a person of abililiaai on the early death 
of ber hfMband, she carried on the business of hit diop and form, with the as- 
tittauee of her eldest son, and thua was able to rear her family in a comfortable 

Young Seattle, who, from bis earliest yean, was ooniidered a diild of pro^ 
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iniw, receired the radimenta of r clauical education at the psriih icbDol, whidf 
li»d been taught forty yean before by Huddiman, and n» at this time a temi- 
iiBTy of coDiiderabla reputation. His aridity for bookt, vbich, in such a icene 
might have otherwise remained imiatiified, wai obaerred by the minister, nho 
kindly admitted him to the use of hi* library. From a copy of Ogilyy's Virgil, 
oblained in this way, he dorir«d his ftnt notions of English TenificBtion. Even 
at thii eoriy period, hii turn for poetry began to manifeit itself, and lunong bt* 
schootfellows he went by the name of the Poet. In 1749, being fourteen years 
of age, be commenced an academical <»uTse at Mareschal College, Aberdeen, 
and was distinguished by Professnr Blackwell as the best stdiolar in the Greek 
class. Having entitled himself by this superiority to a bursary, he continued at 
the college for tht«e years more, studying philoaophy under the distinguished 
Gerard, and divinity under Dr Pollock. His originid destinntJon being for the 
diuich, he read a discoune in tlie Hall, which met with nt'ich commendation, 
was at the same time renmrked to be poelrif in proH. Before the period 
when he should have taken hii trials before the presbytery, he ralinquiihed all 
thou^ts of this profession, and settled as school-master of the parish of Foidoun, 
near his nadre village. 

In this humble aituation, Beattie spent the yean betireen 1753 and 1759. 
In the almoet total want of society, be devoted himself alternately to useful study 
and t« poetical recreation. It was at this period of life his supreme delight t 
saunter in the fields the livelong night, contemplating the sky, and marking the 
approadi of day. At a small distance from the place of his residence, a deep 
and extensive glen, finely clothed with wood, runs u]) into the moimlaina 
Thither he frequently repaired ; and ther« several <rf his earliest pieces wew 
written. From that wild and roniantic spot, he drew, as from die life, some ol 
the finest descriptions, and most beautiful pictures of nntiire, that occur in hii 
poetical compositions. It is related thnt, on one occasion, having lain dowr 
early in the morning on the bank of his favourite rivulet, adjoining to hii 
mother^ house, he hod fallen asleep ; on awaking, it was not without artonidi- 
ment that he found he had been nalkinjr in his sleep, and that he was then at 
a considerable distance (about a mile and a half} irnm the place where he had 
lain down. On his way back to that spot, he passed some laboureie, and i 
quiring of them if they had seen him walking along, they told him that they 
hid, with his head hanging down, as if looking for •omelhing he had lott Sudi 
an incident, though by no means unexampled, shows to what a d^ree Beatlie 
was now the creature of impuiss and ima^nntlon. He was, indeed, exactly the 
fanciful being whom he has described in " The MiiutreL" Fortunately for 
Seattle, Mr tiarden, advocate, (afterwards Lord Gardenstone) who at that time 
resided in the neighbourhood, found him one day sitting in one of his favourite 
haunts, employed in wriUng with a pencil On discovering tliat he was engaged 
in the composition of poetry, Mr Garden became interested, and soon found oc 
canon to honour the young bard with his friendship and patronai;e. Beattie a 
the same time became acquainted with Lord Monboddo, whose family seat wai 
within the parish. 

In 17ST, iHien a rocancy occurred in the place of usher to the grammar- 
fcbocd of Aberdeen, Beattie applied for it, and stood an examination, without 
fuccess. On the place becoming again vacant next year, he had what he con- 
ftdered the good fortune to be elected. This step was of some importance to 
aim, at it brought him into contact with a circle of eminmt literary and profes- 
AaaiH diaractora, who then adorned the colleges of Aberdeen, and to irtiom li 
MMHi made himself farourably known. 

In 17Ga, one of the chiun in the Marischal College became vacant by Ae 
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death of Dr Duncan, profeaor of NuuraJ Philorapby. Beattie, whoM ambition 
had o«rer pre«uined t« coar to wtb an object, happanod to mention th« cireum- 
ttance in conrenation, m one of the occurrencea of the day, to hit Iriend, Mi 
Aifauthaot, merchant in Abeideen ;' who oirpriied him with h proposal that he 
■hould apply for the vacant rituation. With a reluctant permiaaion from Beattie, 
he eseiWd hU influence with the Earl of Etiol to apply, by meani of Lord Mil- 
ton, to the Duke of Argyll, who then diapenud the crown patrono^ of Scot- 
land; and to the aatoni«hment of the subject of the application, he receired tho 
appointment. By an acconunodation, howerer, with the nominee to anotlier 
vacant chair, he became profeuor of Morsl, inctead of Natural Philosophy ; an 
arong«iaeDt suitable to the genius and quaJiflcationi of both the persons con- 
By this honourable appointment, Be,-)ttie found himself, through an extraor- 
dinary dispensation of fortjme, elevated in the course of two years from the 
humble And obscun tituatioa of a country parish scbooL-maiter, to a place of 
very high dignity in one of the principal seats of learning in the country, where 
he could gire AiU scope to hii talents, and indulge, in the greatest extent, his 
favourite propensity of communicating knowledge. His first business was to 
prepare a course of lecture*, whi<A he began to deliver to his pupils during the 
session of 1760-1, and which, during subsequent years, he greatly improved. 
In the disdia^e of his duties, he was quite indefatigable ; not only delivering 
the usual lectures, but taking care, by frei]uent recapitulations and public ok- 
aminatiODs, to impress upon the minds of his auditors the groat and important 
doctrines which he taught 

So early as the year 1750, Dr Beattie had occasionally sent poetical contri- 
butions to the Scots Magazine from hit retirement at Fordoun. Some of these, 
along with others, he now arranged in a small volume, which was published at 
London, 1760, and dedicated to the Earl of Errol, hia recent benefactor. His 
" Original Poemi and Translations," — such was the title of the volume — made 
him favonrably known to the public as a poet, and encourag«d him to further 
exertions in that branch of composition. He also studied verse-making as an 
art, and in 17G9, wrote his " Essay on Poetry," whidi was pubhshed in 1776, 
along with die quarto edition of his " Essay on Truth." in I7G3, he visited 
London from curiosity, and in 176 S, he published a poem of conndeiable length, 
but unfortunate design, under the title of " Tbe Judgment of Psris." which 
threatened to be ss btil to bii poetical career, as its autgect had been to the 
Trojan state. In 176S, he publiifaed an enlarged edition of his poems, con- 
taining, among other eompositions, "Tbe Judgment of Paris;" but this poem 
he never afterwards reprinted. Hit object was to maks tbs classical fable 
subaervieni to the cause of rirtue, by persunifying wisdom, ambition, and plea- 
sure, in the charaden of three goddeuee, an idea too metaphysical to be gene-, 
rally liked, and nhidi could scarcely be compensated by the graces of even 
Beattie's muse. 

Gray, the author of the " Elegy in a Country Churcb-yaid," visited Scotland 
in the autumn of 176S, and lived for a short time at Glammis Castle with the 
Earl of Strathmore. Beattie, whose poetical geniua was strongly akin to that of 
Gray, wrote to him, intreating the honour of an inlerriew; and this was speedi- 
ly accomplished, by an invitation for Dr Beattie to Glammis Casde, nhere the 
two poeta laid the foundation of a (tiendihjp that was only interrupted by the 
death irf* Gray in 177 1. In a letter to Sir William Forbes, Beattie thus speaks 
of the distinguished author of the Elegy : 

< Father to Sir William Arbuthnot, Bait who was Lord Provost at Edinburgh al lh« 
dsit of Oeo^s IV. in IfSt. 
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" Vou would liBTS been mudi plaued with Mr Giay. fietthig nude fail nwHt 
M a pMt, whii^, tMw«T«r, ii graater in ny (^inioa tfam any of hi* OMiMiiq>ft- 
nkriw ccui boait, in (hi* «r any otker nation, I fonnd htm pooeaad of the nwMt 
exact Inite, the •oundwt judgmaot, and die nuMt exteoain learning. H* i* hap- 
pf in a ungiUsr fkcilitj' of oiprcwion. Hi* conTenadon abounds in original 
obMnrationi, ddiTsred witii no appearsnoe of «ententiou« fonnality, and leeniog 
to ariae ipoatjuioouily, iritliwit itudy or premeditation. I pnwnd two very 
agreoable dayi with bom at Glammit, and found him ai easy in hii Manntn, and 
ai conumuiieatiTQ and ftsnk, m I could hnre wiibed." 

It ii doiou* to find that, during Ifaii trip to Scotland, Graytluit expreaed 
hiiirlf to Dr Gregory of Kdinburgli regarding the iDnnartal poem (o irhiA fail 
name i« lo endearingly attached ; " he told me," layi Dr Gregory, " nilA a yoom 
deal of aermcng, it owed iti popularity entirely to dw lubject, and that the 
public would bBi« leceiTed it ■■ well if it had been written in proB^'' ' 

Beattie wai at thii period in a low itate of health, being afllioted inlh a 
kind of giddineM, which defied all hi* efibrti to banuh it, and eT«a threatened 
to interrupt hi* profenontit dutiea. In a letter to (he hoaouraUe Qiarle* B«yd, 
brctfher of the £ail of Eirol, he tbua {dayfully aUodet to (hi*, a* weil a* ■ereiil 
other penona] peculiaritiM : 

" I Oattw myielf that 1 ihall ere long be in the way of beGcmlng o gnat 
man. For have I not headache* like Pope? vertigo Klie SwiftF grey hain like 
llomerP* Do I not wear Urge cfaoea (&ir fear of coru] like Vir^P and lome. 
tintea mmpbuB of lore eye* (though not of lippitude) like Hranoi? Am I oM, 
at thi* preient writing, inreited with a garment not leu isgged than that of 
Sowatas? Iiike Joaeph the paSrinrch, I am a nughty dreamer of dreama ; Uke 
Nimjtod the buDter, J am an eminent builder of caatle* (in the air). 1 proonu- 
tinate like Juliu* CHomr ; aad very lately in imitation of Don Qwizole, I rode a 
bone, lean, old, and laay, like Hoiinante. Sometimea, like Cioen), I >rrite bad 
renai ; and •ometimei bad pnae like VirgiL This last initance 1 have on the 
aulhotity of Seneca. I am irf Bnoll ttntute like Alesander the Great ; somewfaat 
inclined to fatneaa like Dr Arhuthnot and Ariitotle ; and I drink brandy and 
water like Mr Boyd. I might compare myaeU^ in relation to many ether infir- 
mitiea, to many other greal men ; but If fortune ii not inflnenoed in my faroir 
by the particular* already enumerated, I ihall dwpair of erer rcoommeDding 
myaelf to her good grace*," 

Some time prenou* to September 176S, Benllie oommenned a po«n in the 
Spenierian (tanza ; a deiaiptioB of rerte to wbidi he wai much attached, on 
account of its harmony, and its admitting of so many fine pause* u>d diTnaified 
terminations. The wibject was suggested to him by the diisertatien on the old 
minstrels, whii^ wa* prefixed to Dr Percy'* *' Bellques of Ancieai EogUih 
Poetry," then juit published. In May, 1767, be iafoimi hi* Mend Blacklock 
at Edinbui^h, that be wrote ime hundred and fifty line* of this poem Kmie 
months before, and had not *ince added a single stanza. His her* was net then 
even bom, though in the fair way of being so ; hi* parenta beii^ desnribed and 
married. He propoaed (o coatinue the poem at but leisure, with a deecriptian 
of the character and ^t^mion of hi* ideal minstrel ; but he was wofully eut 
('own by the icantine** ot the poetical taste of the age. 

On the 39th of June, 1707, Dr Beattie wm married at Aberdeen, lo Mim 
Mary Duzi, die only daughter of Dr Jame* I>in, rector of the gTammar.«diool of 
that city. The heart of the poet bad pierinuriy been engaged in tioneumble 
aiibction to a Miss Mary Lindsay, whom, so late ai (he year 1683, the writer of 
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thii nMBOir beard reciM ft po«m wiitMn by B«aU>« in bsr preiw, the linei of 
whidi comnunoMl with tbe lettan of her name in luoceiuon. llw TMerable 
laAf tRM 6» widow «f a dtiwn of Hontrow, and in «in>«iae, diou^ iwaltby 

At ihit poiiod, infidellt)' had become &ubioiuibl« to a great extent in Scot- 
land, in ooBM^uenoe of the telal which »tMnded the publication of Hume's me- 
laphytknl trsatiMa. AUempt* hod been made by Dn H«jd and Campbell, in 
MHpectire publications, to meet the argunienta of tile illustiious aceptic; but it 
was justly remftriied by the friend* of religion, that the treBti«ea of these two 
JodiTiduals assumed too mudi of that deferential («oe towards the majesty of 
Mr Uume'l intellect apd i«putation, which was to be complained of in lociiiiy 
It large, and no doubt waa one of tbe caiisea why his soeptieal notion* bad b»- 
sme so fashionable. It occurred to Dr Beattie, aud he was encoureged in the 
idea by fail friends Dr Gregory, Sir Willism Forbea, and other zealous adhereula 
of Cbrjstianily, that a worlc treating Hume a littk moiv roughly, and not onlj 
aniwering him with ai^giunent, but assailing him and his follo»«n with ridicule, 
might meet tbe eril more exleasiKly, and be moie auecenful in bringing back 
ibt public to a due senw of religion, Such was the origin of his " Essay on 
TVuth," which wa« finished for the pna* in autuilin 1769. 

It is cucious that tliis eway, *o powerful as a defence of religion, was only 
brought into the worid by meani of a kind of pia fraut. The mwiusoipt waa 
cammitled to Sir William Porbea and Mr Arbuthoet, at Edinburgh, with an in- 
jonctton to dispose «f it to any booksriler who would pay a price for it, w u t« 
insure its baring the penonal interest of ■ tradeemnn in pu^ng it forwud in 
the world. Unrcnuaately, however, the publisher to whom Ibeee gentlemen ap- 
plied, saw ta little prospect of profit in a work on the unfa^ionable tide of the 
argument, tltat he poaitively refused to bring it forth anlesa at Uie risk of (he 
author; a nkode t« whidi it waa certain that Dr Seattle would nerer agree. 
" Thus," says Sir William Poriwe, " diere waa some daoger of a work being lost, 
the publication of which, we Aaltered eunehee, wouM. do much good in tbe 

" In Ais dilemma it occurred to me," continues Beattie's excellent biogra^ier, 
" that we BUght, withoat muiji Rrtifice, bring the business to an easy conduaion 
by our own interposition. We tberefoie reaolted that we oorselTea tbould be 
the puithaaen, at a sum with which we knew Dr Beotue would be well satisiied, 
18 the price tS the first ediUon. But it was abeolutely neoeeaary ihatthe buuoesi 
should be gloMed over a* much m possible ; otherwise, we had reason to fear 
tluU be would not ooosent to our taking on us a riA wbidi he hlmadf bad re- 
fiaedtorun. 

" I Iherefan wrote hkn (nothing surely bat the tnilh, although, I conftas, not 
the whole truth,) that tbe manuampt waa sold for fifty guineas, whiiji I remitted 
to bim by a bank-bill ; and 1 added that we had stipulated with the bookaetler 
who was to print the book, that we ritould be partneit in the publication. On 
suoh tririal cautei do thing* of oonsiderable moment often depend ; for had it 
not been f«r this ieterfwenoe c^ oui* in this somewhat ambiguous manner, per- 
hsp« the 'Essay on Truth,' on whidi all Ot Beattie's fiilore fortunes hinged, 
might nem hare seen tbe light" 

In tbe prosecution tA his design, Dr Seattle has treated hi* subject in the 
fallowing manner: he first endeavours to trace tbe dilTerent kinds of evidence 
and reasonii^ up to their fint prindple* ; with a view to ascertain the standard 
of truth, and explain it* immutability. He show*, in the second place, that hii 
Benlimenls on this head, how inconsistent soever with the genius of scepticism, 
and Hilh the pdndples and practice of sceptical writer*, are yet perfectly con- 
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•istent with tJie geniut of truA pbilotophy, and with the pntctics and prindplei 
of Uioce whom all scknowledge to hftre been the moit ricceuful in the ioreiti- 
gntion of tnith; coocluding with tome inferencM or nilei, by which the moit 
important fidlAcie* uf the Kcpticol philosophers may be detected by every per- 
■ori of conuDon sense, even thouj^h he should not possess acutenen of metaphysi. 
cal knowledge sufficient to qualify him for a logical confutation of them. In 
the third place he answen s«»ne objections, and makes some remarics, by way 
of estimate of scepticism and sceptical writen- 

The Essay appeared in May 1770, and met with the most s^endid succesK 
It immediately became a shield in the hand* of the frieDdt of religion, where- 
with to intercept and turn aside the hitherto resistloM shafts of the sceptics. A 
modem metaphysician may peifaapi find many flaws in the work ; hut, at the 
time of ita publication, it was raceired as a complete and triumphant refutation 
of all that had been advanced on tbe other side. Under fsrour of the eclat 
which attended the publieMion, religion again raised its head, and for a time 
infidelity was not nearly so fashionable a* it bad been. 

After getting this arduous busineM off his mind, Beattie returned to hi* long 
Spenaerisn poem, and, in 1771, appeared the lint part of "The Minstrel," 
without his name. It was so higldy successful, that he was encouraged to re- 
publish this, along with a second part, in 1774; when his name appeared 
in the title-p^^ "Of all his poetical works, ' the Minstrel ' is, beyond all 
question, the best, whether w« consider the plan or the execution. The language 
is extremely elegant, the TeniAcalion harmonious, it exhibits the riclieit poetic 
imagery with a debghtful flow of the most sublime, delicate, and pathetic senti- 
ment. It breathes the spirit of the purest virtue, the soundest philosophy, and 
the most exquisite taste. In a word, it is at once higiily conceived and ad- 
mirably finished."' Lord Lyttleton thus exjiressed his approbation of the 
poem ; ime of the most warmly conceived compliments that was #»er petfiaps 
paid by a poet to his fellow : " 1 read tbe Minsbel with as much raptui« as 
poetry, in her sweetest, noblest chanta, ever raised in my mind. It seemed to 
me, that ray once most beloved minstrel, Thomson, was come down from hearen, 
refined by the convene of purer spirits than those he lived with here, to let me 
bear him sing again the beauties of nature and finest feelings of virtue, not with 
human but with angehc strains!" it ig to be regretted that Beattie never com- 
pleted this poem. He originally designed that Uie hero should be employed in 
the third canto in rousing hii countrymen to arms for defence against a foreign 
invasion, and that, overpowered and banished by this host, he should go fortli 
to other lands in his proper character of a wandering niin«treL It must al- 
ways be ivcollected, in favour of this poem, that it was the first of any length, 
in pure English, which had been publislied by a Scottish writer in his own 
country — so late has been the commenc«nent of this department of our literature. 

Beattie visited London a second time in 1771, and, as mi^t be expected 
from bis increased reputation, entered more largely into literary society than 
on the former occasion. Among those who honoured him with their notice, was 
Dr Johnson, who had been one of the warmest admi>«rs of the Essay on Truth. 
In 1773, he paid another visit to the metropolis, along with hi* wife, and was 
received into a still wider and more eminent drcle than before. On this occa. 
sion, the university of Oxford conferred upon him an honorary degree of Doctor 

The chief object of this tour waa to secure a provision whidi lus Eriends had 
led him to expect from the government, in consideration of his services in the 
cause of religion. Many plant were proposed by his Mends for obtaining this 
> Forbes' l,rfe of BuUle. 
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object A biiliop ii b«lieTed to hare tuggetted to the king, that tlis author of 
the Eswy on Truth might be iatroduced to Ibe Eugliib church, uid adranoed 
according to hit merits ; to which the king, however, ii lud (o have ilily replied, 
ihat, as Scotland abounded meet in infideb, it would be beat for Uie general in- 
tereiti of religion that he ihouid be kept there. George 111., who had read and 
admired Be*ttie'l book, and whose whole mind ran in favour of lirtue and reli- 
gion, n^geited himself the more direct plan of granting him a peiiuon of two 
hundred pound* a year, irtiich was accordingly carried into eJfect The king 
alto honoured Dr Beattie with hii particular notice at a levee, and, fiirtliar, 
granted him the faTour of an interview in hit prirate apartment! at Kew for up. 
wards of an hour. The agreeable conTersaUon and unassuming numneri of Dr 
Seattle appear to bare not only made a most faTOurable impression upon the 
king and queen — tor her majesty also was pre«ent at this inl«iTiew — but upon 
every member of that lofty circle of society to which he was introduced. 

Even after he had been Ihiu provided for, several digniiied clergymen of the 
(iiurdi of England continued to solicit him to take orders ; and one biabop went 
so ikr as directly to tempt him with the oRer of a rectomte wortli fiTe hundred 
n-year. He had no disinclination to the otGce of a clergyman, and he decid- 
edly prefeired the government and worship of the English church to the 
preabylerian system of hit own country. But he could not be induced to take 
such a reward for bis elTorls In behalf of religion, lest bis enemies might say that 
he had never contemplated any loftier principle than that of bettering his own 
uircunutancefc Nearly about the same time, he further proved the total absence 
of a mercenary tinge in his character, by refuting to be promoted to the chair 
nf Moral Philosophy in the university of Edinburgh. Hit habits of life were 
now, indeed, so completely associated with Abttdeen, and ila society, that be 
seems to have cont«mplatedHny change, however tempting, with a degree of pain. 
About this time, some letters passed between him and Dr Priestley, on occasion 
of an attack made by the latter on the Essay on Truth. In his correspondence 
with this ingenious but petulant adversary, Dr Beattie tbowi a great deal of can- 
dour and dignity. He had at fiist intended to reply, but tbis intention he ap- 
pears afterwards to have dropped : " Dr Priestley," say* he, " having declared 
that he will answer whatever 1 may publish in my own vindication, and being a 
man who loves bustle and book-mnking, he wiihea above all things that 1 should 
give him a pretext fcr continuing the dispute. To alienee him by force of argu- 
ment, ia, I know, impossible." 

In the year 178(1, Beattie look a keen interest in favour of a scheme then 
agitated, not for the first time, to unil« the two colleges of Aberdeen. It was 
found impossible to enrry this project into ellect, though it is certainly one of 
those obvious improvements which must sooner or later be accomplished, In the 
same year, Dr Beattie projected a new edition of Addison's proee worka, with a 
biographical and (xitical preface to the eitent of half a volume, in which he 
meant to show the pecuLar merits of the style of Addison, as well aa to point out 
historically tbe changes which the Kngliah language has undergone from time to 
time, and the hazard to which it is exposed of being debased and corrupted by 
jnodem innovations. He was reluctantly compelled by the state of his health to 
retrench the bettor part of this scheme. The works of Addison were published 
under hit care, in 1790, by Messrs Creech andSibbald, booksellers, EdiabiiTgh, 
but he could only give Tickell^sLife, together with some extracts from Dr Johnson's 
" Remarks on Addison's Prose," adding a few notes of his own, to make up any 
material deficiency in TickelL's narrative, and Ulustrating Johnson's critique by a 
few occasional annotations. ' lliough these additions to his original stock of ma- 
torials, are very slight, the admirer of Addison is much gratified by some new 
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Inftmiatloii which he ww iirnoiBiit of befim, and to iriiich Ik BeaUi« hu glnn a 
degree ef nuthentidtr, by adhering, «mB in Ihu inMuiM, to hU gmaral prao 
tice of putting hii naaie tm ervry thing he mate. 

In 17S7, Or BeUtJe made spplication t« the MnriK^al cMegn, while tib« 
pioject ot the anioDwai itill pending, desiring thiU hia ddM mn, Jame* Hny 
Beattie, then in hi* twentietii year, ihould be reconuncnded to the oowa aa hia 
aniatant and nocoMor in the chair of Mwal Philoso^y. Tht letter in which 
thii api^tcation wm made, Mti forth the aztntordinBiy ^oalifioatioDB of hii ion, 
with a delightful mixture of delicacy apd warmth. The young mao waa an ex. 
cellent Greek sod I«lin icholar ; wrote and talked beautifullT in Ae latter Ian. 
guage, aa well aa in EngUih, and, to on the language ot hia fttfaer, the beat 
of hii geniua lay entirely toww^ theology, claiaical learning, morria, poetry, 
and oritidam. The college nceived the applicatitni wiA much rapect, and, 
after a ihort delay on account of the buaineM of the UDton, g«re a oonUal aane- 
ion to Ae proposal 

Unlbrtunately Ar the peace of Dr Beattie'i lalMr yean^ hia fan, while in the 
^KMBSMion of the highert intellectoal ^aliflcationa, and (ftarsotwriaed by erery 
virtne that could be expected fVom bw yean, waa deatined by the inbMent infini. 
ity of hii constitiition for an early death. After hie demiie, which happened 
on the 19th of Ntnember, 1790, when be had juat tinned two-and-twenty, Dr 
Beattie published a small collection of hia writings, along with an elaborate pre- 
fiMx, entering largely into the character mtd qualilicationi of the deceased. In 
this, hs wai Justified by the admintion which be heard averywhere expreswd, 
of the character and intellect of hii son; but, as posterity ^^an to hare re- 
duced the prodigy to ill proper limits, which wei« nothing wonderful, it m 
unnecessary to bring it further into notice. The following is the more unatlbcted 
and toudijng account whidi the afflicted parent has given of hia Ion, in a letter 
to the Duchesi of Glordon ; a lady with whom, ft« many yean, he cultivated the 
warmest friendahip, and whose society he largely eiyoyed, along with hia son, 
during repeated riaits to Gordon Castle : 

" Knowing with what kindness and condesoenaion your Grace takes an inter- 
est in erery thing that concema me and my little family, 1 take the liberty to 
inform you that my son Jaraea ia dead ; that the last duties an now paid ; and 
that I am endeavouring to return, with the Utile ability that ie left me, uid with 
entire submission to the will of Frovidenoe, to the ordinary business of life. I 
have lost one who was always a pleasing companion ; but who, tar the last fire 
(V nz yean, was one of the most entertaining and instxvcUve friends that ever 
man was bleat with : fbr bit mind comprehended dmost every sdence ; be was 
a moil atten^TO obserrer of life and mannen : a nuister of clsarionl learning ; 
and he possessed an exuberance of wit and humoor, a fmne of Dnderstanding, 
and a covrectneH and delicacy of taste, beyond any other pmson of his age I 
have ever known. 

" He wai taken ill on dM night of the SOtii of Nfframber, 1799 ; and fhm 
that time his decline connnenced. It waa k>ng what physicians calls a nervoat 
atrophy ; but towards the end of JVine, symptoms b^an lo appear of the lunga 
being atlbcted. Goal's milk, and afterwards aasea' milk, were procured for him 
in abundance ; and such exerdse a* he could bear he regularly took : these 
meant lengthened hit days, no donbt, and alleviated his sufferings, which indeed 
were very often severe ; but in spite of all that could be done, he grew weaker 
and weaker, and died the 19th ^ November, 171)0, trithout complnint or pain, 
without even a groan or sigh ; retaining to hit last moment the use of hi* rational 
focultiesi indeed, fnnn ftrsl lo last, not one delirious word escnped him. He 
lived tvrenty4wo yean and thirteen day& Many weeks before it came, he saw 
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i — th ippwdiiiig ; and Im mat it with mch 
M nwy ■*> Aoobt 1m vquallod, but cannot be m _ 

" * * * Mj dtirf cranfort ariaei finjm r«Bectijig upon the puv 

lkMl«i(«f tab life; wfaidi «» one muntennipted exeraM of piety, benendeDOe, 
filial iflbetioii, and indeed every nrtue irtiidi it was in hia power to piactiie, 
I Aalt aoti niOi reepeet t» him, adopt a aiade of ipaedi iriiich hat becrane too 
OMHBen, and call bin my |>oor (on, for 1 mwt beliare that be ii infinitely haray, 
and will U ao for aTer." 

Dr Beattie bera the loei of hia ton widi an a^aannce of fiMtituda and re- 
^nation. Vet, although hii griaf waa not loud, it wai deep. He i^, la a 
wibiequant letter, alluding to a meniniMnt which be had ejected for bii iob : 
** I wtim diaam of the gnve diat ia eoder it : I aaw, with aoaa Mtjitaction, «n 
Hiw, that it ii rery deep, and capaUe of holding my coffin laid on 
I ii already in It ;" iradi diat ^eafc mace eloqwody of the grief 
BUi arant had fixed in the heart of the writer, dian a Tolinae oould have 
Ihe faUowing is a oc^ of the a^t^ wtaieb ha compoaed for hia mwi^ 



Ea. ModMtia. 

Ea, Mutitad. morsni. 

EtL banarolantib wga. oniua. 

£r^ Dmun. pietUa. 
Ut. Hiuoinuin. nihil. lupnb 
In. bonis. Ulerli. 
In. llwalogls. 
In> omnl. PhlloaopUa. 
EisTddsrinKk 
Postn buapsr. 
n, l*Tl«lbia. ftcalo. 




Another exe^plificatiMi of the MMtad I 
MJiJ tf Baattie, oeean in a leUar written during a ririt in En|^and, in the wb- 
„i|iMa| aD^Bar. Speaki^ of the c^nnaiatmtlen mudc, lAudt waa perfocmed 
in Wai^iMl^ A»ey, « by tha greatmt band <rf muBdana that etar wwe broi^ 
together in tUi ooim^," ha tdk that the tfato of hta heaUi oould not pennit 
him to be pnant Tb« iwwUactiag hU son's aooam^iatament as a pl^ m 
'* P^apa this was no lorn to me. Eren tha oagan of Dor- 
tao mwA for my fiMlingii for it braoght too powerfully to 
A BuJIer indeed, but more Interesting, 
irtikli I oan Dorer hear any nure." 

In 1790, Dr Beatlaa pidtlUiad the fint Tolume of hii " Elemeaia of Moral 
BGiMMM," tha aeeend rdume of whidk did not make Itti^aannce till 17&3. Ha 
kd,iB 1776, pidtUdiad a aeriai ofOaays on poetry and mmie, on laughable 
and JttdiowN conapoation, and on the otility of olairical laaming. In 1763, 
bad mpeaied " D^nitaHnns, Moaal and Critical," and, in 1786; a imall tiact 
•ntitl*^" The Eridanoas of the Chriatiao JUligian, briefly and ^ainly stated." 
All of fliaae miner piodiKliona criginally fanned part ef tha oouna <tf prelectiona 
whiiA be i«ad btm hia chair in Ihe unireiwty ; hia aim in their poblication b^ 
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ing " to inure Toung' mindi to habiti of Utentin obMrvation; to giuti dm* 
' « influenee of b«id principlea ; mod la wt bafova ttem mub fiom of ■■»• 



ture, ud nidi pUin end pnustical tnitlN, h might at ootm imjavrs the heart and 
the undflntaudiDg, and unwe and ekTota the fancy." Hii '' El^neiiti of Honl 
Science," wu a Kimiiiary of tlie whok of that eatnM <tf Ueturea, a little enlaig«d 
in the doctrinal partis irilli the addition (tf a few Ulaatrative ezantplea. lo a 
certain decree, thii woA may be ooniiderBd a« a textirack ; it li one, homrar, 
•0 copioui in iti extent, ao luminoua in ili an«ng«meut and langnafo, and ao 
excellent in the lentimenti it eTCrynbere inculcata, that if the profound m>t»- 
phyiidan and kgidan do not find in it that depth of adenoe yrblA they may ex- 
pect to meet with in other worica of greater eniditiini, the amdid enquiier after 
truth may reA latiafied, that, if he baa rtudiad theae " Elenienti " widi dua atten- 
tion, he will baie laid a aolid foundation, on which to build all Iha knowledge 
of the aohject aeoeaary for the oomnon purpoaea of life. Of audi of tbe lectUMs 
aa bad already appeared in an extended thape, under die name of " Enay*," 
partiodariy thoee on tbe theory of language, and on tnemcry and imaginatioB, 
Dr BeatUe haa made tbia abridgment aa brief aa waa coniiatent with any d^t«e 
of perqiicuity ; while be beatowed no Icaa than Mienty pagea cm hi* IsTOurite 
lApic, the Abolitiim of the Slare Trade, and the aibject of akmry connected 
with it. 

While deligfallng tbe world with ihequidc aucceaaion aadTariaty of hia prodiw- 
tiona,IlT Beatde waa hinmlf nearly all the while aprey totiienreraatpriTata nif- 
feringa. Bin Beattie had unfortunatsly inherited from ber raodier a tendency 
to madneas. Though tfait did not for a conddeiable time break out into open 
inianity, yet in a-few yean aflar their marriage, it diowed ilaelf in capricea and 
folUea, whid) embittered erery hour of her huiband'i life. Eh' Beattie tried tor 
a long time to cramal her diaorder from the world, and, if poaribla, oa he haa 
been heard to lay, from himaelf ; but at laat, from iriilm, caprice, and mehui- 
idioly, it broke out into downright phrensy, which render«d her lecluiioii from 
aodety abaolutely neceaary. Duriifg erery itaga of her iUneaa, be watdied and 
dieririied her with the utmoM tandemeai and care ; uiing erery meana at fint 
that mediciDe could fiiniidi for herreoorery, and aiWwarda, when her condition 
traa found to be perfectly ht^kaa, procuring for her, in an aaylum at Mu*m1- 
buigfa, erery accommodation and cooafbrt that could tend to alleriate her iulfer- 
inga, " Whoi I reflect," My* Sir William F(«bea, " on the many ileepleaa 
nighta, and anxioue dayi, whidi he experienced from Hrt Beattie'i malady, and 
think ol tbe unwearied and unremitting attention he paid to her, during ao great 
a, number of yean in that and lituatitm, hii character ii exnlted in my mind to a 
degree which may be equalled, but I am aura naror can be excelled, and makM 
ttie &me of the poet and the ^ulowtAier fade from my remembrance." 

The preimire of tbii calamity — ilow but oertain — tbe death of bit eUeet aon, 
and tbe ocwtinued dedine of tail health, made it nnrrwarj. in the taaion of 
17&S-4, that he ifaould be awlated^in tbe dutie* of hia daM. From that period 
till 1797, when he finally relinquidied hii pnrfemerial dutiM, be waa aided by 
Mr Ueoige Glennie, hia relation and pupil. He experienced aa additional ca- 
lamity in 1796, by the luddan death of bii only ramainii^ aon, Montague, a 
youth of sixteen, iMa learned than hia brother, but of atill more amiable ma 
nert, and whinn ha had dedgned for the Englidi diurcfa. Thia latter erent u 
hinged the mind of Beattie, who, it may be remariied, had always been greatly 
dependent on the aodety, and eren on the aadatance, of hit diildren. The cam of 
their educatum, in which be waauppoaed to be only orer indulgent, bad bien hia 
diief employment for many yean. Thia lost erent, by rendering him dildleoa, 
diuoUed nearly the lait remaining tie whi<i bound Um to the worid ; and Ut 
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bin » muerable wreck upon the ihoret of life. Many daji had not el^iaed 
*Rm the death ot Montague Beattie, ere lie b^an to diiplay lymptonu of a de- 
cayed intellect, in an almaet total 1mb of roemory reapecting his son. Ha would 
■earcli tlirough the whole houie for lum, and then lay to his niece and houie- 
keepw, Mr* tllemue, " You may think it ttnage, but I muat aik you, if 1 haTe 
a ion, and where fae ia." Thii lady would feel henelf underthe painful neoewty 
of bringiiig to hia recoUoctioa the death-bed lulleringi of hii iod, which alwayi 
rMtored him to reaaoo. And he would then, with many t«an, expreia hii Ihank- 
fulneM that he had no child, laying, with alluuon to the malady they night hare 
derived from their mother, " How could I hare borne to tee their elegant minda 
mangled with madnem f When he looked for the lait tinta on the dead body of 
hii wn, and though of the separation about to take place between himielf and 
the iut being that connected him with thii aublunary acene, he laid, " Mow, 
1 haTe done with the world T' AfMr thia, he never bent hii mind again to (Audy, 
nerer toudwd the violincello on whidi be wed to be an exceUent and a frequent 
player, nor anawei«d the letlert of his friend*, except, peifaapa, a very few> Ha 
vonunanded his mind, bowerer, to compose the following epitaph on hi* aon ; il 
wa* the last efTort of the Minatnl, and bas all hi* usual bj^pineM in thU peculiar 
branch of oonipwitiMi : 

MONTAGU. BEATTIE. 
JaoobL Hay. Beattls. Fraler. 
^uiqu& Tirtutnm. 



Sapulchrlquo, censors 

Varlarum. Peiitui. Aitiaab 

Plngvndi. Impiimit. 

KsbU. OcUTO. Julil. HDCCLIXTin. 

Multum. BettetuE. obUL 
DedmD. quaito. Macdl. MDCCiCT. 
Hie phrase " ttpiUchrbpu cotuart " was literally true. That space in the 
roomy grare of hi* eldeet *on, which he had calculated on as HifBdenl for him- 
self, was deroted to ivceire this second and final hope of his old age. 

In March 1797, Dr BeatUe became completely rrippled with rheumatism, and 
in the l>eginning of 17B9, he experience a Uroke of palsy, which for eight days 
BO aJftcled his speech Ihst he could not make himself understood, and eren for- 
g<ot sereral of the most material word* of every sentence. At diAisrent periods 
after this, he had several return* of the same afflictiDg malady ; the last, in Octo- 
ber L808, deprived him altogether of the power of Sution. He Unjpered for ten 
months in this bmmtiating situation, but was at length relieved from all hia suf- 
fering* by the more kindly *tn>ke of death, Augu*t 1 8, 1 603. He expired without 
the kast appearance of sulTeriog. Hia remain* were deposited close to thoae of 
his two son* in the andeot oemelery of St Nicolas, and were marked soon after 
by a monument, for which Dr Jams* Gregory of Edinburgh, Hq^plied an elegant 
inaniption. 

The eminent rank which Dr Seattle holds as a Chrisdon moral philosopher i* 
a sufficient testimony of the public approbation of hia larger literary effitrt*. It 
may, however, be safely predicted, that hi* reputalioo will, aAer all, centre in 
his " Minstrel," wfai<^ is certainly bj* most finished work, and, every thing con- 
sidered, the most pleasing spednten of hi* intellect If we conuder how mudi 
original talent, and how much cultivated taste muat have been necessary to the 
cmnposition of this beautiful poem, we will wonder tliat auch should have been 
found in a profMSor of a ScoCtidi provlndal university, at a time when scarcely 
any veaUge of the same qualifications was to b« found out of Lundon, "Bsst- 
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^e.^Myi Ca>irp«i^-« klndi«d mind, mil qnalifiedlo jodgsoThkBariti, "bllw 
mart afi«Mbl« mbA amU>le tnittr I hsM eTer met irilb ; dM <mty uitbar I hna 
Men wtarae ctittcsl ud philoaophical ntjifcliei am divairified M»d a^MlbiMA 
by a poetical imagfinatioii, lltat makw «fai Ae driett Nbjwi, aid the ImumI, a 
featt for an epienre in harUa ; one lo dkkA at hi* aaae, too, that Ua ««ia cfan^ 
ter appean in every pag«, and, whldi la nry nn, not only Om mttw tot Am 
man ; and tlw man to gentle, wwell tvmpowd, ao happy In Ui reHghm, aad a« 
btnoane in hia phlkwopfay, that h ia nen aa iaiy to loto him, if odo haa any atBaa 
of ufaat fa Imely.'* 

Tbs mind of Beattie ia ao exacdy identified with U* woriu^ and la aoanAa- 
fniiedly depicted in Oiem, that when hia mika an deKribed, ao alao ia Ui dwr- 
acter. Hii whole Ufa waa apent in one contionad aeriaa of tiitaeM d rtfa i. Bia 
piety waa pure and ferreat ; hii afftction tat M* Mwda oidMMUatk ; hia bene- 
volence unwearying, and the whole oouiaa of Ua lift biiijnUMludile. Hie enly 
fwilt which hia biagr^thar. Sir William Forikea, could find in the wh<rie ecan- 
poaitioa of hia duiacter, wa« one of a contingent and tamporary natun : ha be- 
^ towarda Ae end of hia life, a Kttie iiriUbla by continued ^pMoUaa to 



Although hia oonnectiona in early life had been of the hnnAlait Beat, yet ht 
mowed no aaftwardnem of btliaiiour in the moat ptdulted dicle* to wbidi hii 
eminent litoaiy reputaden afterwatda introduoad him. On the other haod, 
though, in the coune of hia frequent rlnta lo Ekiglaad, be wm ca iaaaad by the 
Tery highett petaonag«i in the reahn, he nerer waa in the bait degree ipwlt, 
but returned to hii country with at humble and ■■"PirT'irg mannen aa be had 
carried away fr<mi it. To a rery correct and rrfned taile in poeby, he added 
the rare accompliihment of an acquuntance to a coniiderablB extent with both 
the liater aria of p»inting gnd music : hia pnctiee in drawing never went, !»• 
deed, beyond an occaaiooal grotsHiue tketd at aoote Mend, for tiie amuaement 
af a todal hour. Id muiic he waa more deeply ddlled, being not ooly able to 
lake part in priTtite wmcerta on Ibe TiolonceOo, hut capable of i^i«daii^ Ae 
nuiic of die TCry hig^Nat maatera for every other inabvBienfc In hia peiaon, be 
waa of the middle height, Aongh not elegantly, yet not awinnrdiy fwnwd, but 
with aomedking of a doodi in bia galL Hit eyea were bladi and ^endng, with 
in exprcaaiim of aenfibility aamewhat bordering on mehncholy, aseept whan en- 
;aged in dieerAd coSTenatlon, and aodalintwooune irilh hia fHmda, iriiendiay 
were eaceedli^ly animated. Sodi was "the Minilrel" 

BELL, Avaaaw, D.D., author of the " Bbdrai Syitem of Edueation," waa bom 
at St Andrew!, in 1W3, and educated at the uniretiity of that plaea. The drcum- 
ataneei of fait early Ule, and even tbe date of hit entering into hoty orden, are not 
known ; but it i> itatcd that he waa reanrkabla in youth for the exemplary man 
in which he fulfilled crery public and private duty. After baring (pant aome ti 
In America, we find him, In ITSC, officiatiogai one of tbe mlnliten of St Hary% at 
Madrai, and one of the chaplaini of Fort St Oeotge. 

In tbat year, tba Dircctora of the Eaat India Company lent out ordera to Madraa, 
that a leminary ahould be catabliihed there, for the education and muntcninct 
the orpbani and dlitreued mala children of tbe Euiopean military. The propoaed 
inititutton waa at first limited lotbe lupport of a hundred orpbans : half the aipe 
was defrayed by the Company, and half by voluntary subscriptiona i and tbe Uadrai 
GoTemment appropriated Eginore Redoubt for the use of the eatabliihmanl Tbe 
lupeiintendenee of this ayslnm waa undertaken by Be Bell, who, baring no oViecl 
in view but the gratification of bis beneTolence, lefuaed tbi aalary of 1300 pagodas 
(flBO) which was attached to it. " Here," be reaaoncd with himself, ■•is a fi " 
for a dergymao, to animate bis ezartion, and encourage hia diligence. Bert hia 
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necMa ii Mrtitn, mi will b« ht proportiM to the abilit; be iball diwwm, tha 
labour k« ihaU beiMwv and Iba neaai ha ibdl unfAcj. It ii b; ioitilliag prindplai 
«f raXgiOD and aonUtj Into (be mlndi of tba foung, tb«t ke can beat accoBpliah 
tbe cuda of bli Buniatr; i it i) bj fornmif tbev to baUta of diliftoco, indiutrf, 
Tondt;, and bimtttf, and hf inttraetiDg tbam in ucbil knowlcdga, tbat ba can 
bait promota tbeh Indlfidaal fnteieat, and mtto the itate (e which tbe; balooff, — 
two pnrpOMi wUeh casnot, io looiid polier> or ercn in rtallt;, exirt apart." 

Witb thtM fMllngt, and with thii nnaa irf dvty, Dr BaU bqpn bia talk. He bad 
to work BpOD tba molt unpromiaing materiab, birt the diScnltiei ha had to eiMonptfr 
lad to that iBprovcmcnt-ln education with which bia b^h ia Mnntctcd. Failing 
to retain tba ler ri u e i of properi; qualified inbert, be reaorted to the expedient of 
conducting bia idod throui^ the nicditiai of tha icbolai* tbcBwdrea, It ii in tba 
tnodo of eenduetlng a ichool bj meani of nutoal instruction, tbat the diaeoTer; d 
Dr Ball snuiit* ; and it* nine, ai an abbreviatioD of the medanlcal part tS teaching, 
and where larga unmbera were to be taught cconomieall;, could not be eaeil; orer- 
cetimatad at tba time, although later eduotionaUatt bare Improred apon tha plan, 
and the Madma (fttetn it now leal in use than tWauxlj, Tbe fint new pnetiee 
which Dr BcQ Introduced into bii icbool, wai that of teaching the letferi, b; making 
tbe pnpili trace them in Mnd, ai he had teen children do in a IJriabar tchooL The 
next Imprarenient wm the practice of tjrllabie reading. The child, after be bad 
learned to read and ipeH monoirnablei, waa not allowed to pronounce two lyltablei 
tillba aeqairedbj long-practice* perfect predrion. From the eonmencement of hi* 
experiment, be made tbe ichalan, ai lar *« poaiible, do ererytUng for tbemaelrei :, 
tbe; ruled their own paper, made tbeirown pen*, Ac, with tbe direction only of their 
teader. The maxim of tbe lehool waa, that no boy could do anjthiog right tbe 
Scat tine, but be mutt learn when he Sr*t eet about it, bj mean* of hii teacher, lO 
a* to be able to do it bimidf ivet afterward*. Everj boy kept a register of the 
unount of work which be perfDmed, to tbat hia diligence at diStorent time* might 
be compared. There waa aln a black book, in which all oObnee* arere recorded : 
tbb waa examined once a-week ; and Dr Bell'e cuitMO, in alnoit every ease of ilL 
babariour, era* to make tha boya themaelTes judge* of the offender. He neTer had 
reaion, be tayi, to think thwr dcddon impartial, biaawd, or nnjuit, or to interfere 
with thnr award, olberwiae than to mitigate or remit the poniihment, when he 
thought tbe formality of the trial, and of the aentence, waa aulfieient to produce 
the effect required. But tbe buiinen of the teachen wai to preclude puniihiiteDt, 
by preventing E*ult« ; and lo well waa tbi* otgect attained that for monthi together, 
't waa not found neceiaary to inflict a ibgle punlaboient. 

An annual MTrng of not leu than £960, npon the edncation and iupprat of two 
hundred boya, wat produced in the inititution *t Uadraa, by Dr Bell'i regulatioD* 
and improTCuenti. Thit, however, he jmtly regarded aa an incidental adraBtage; 
hi* giBiid um waa to redeem tbe children A-om the ■tlgm* nnder whidi they Uioured, 
and the latal effect which that itigma produced ; aiid to render them good aubijecta, 
good men, end good Chrittiant. After luperlntending tbe adiool for wren yean, 
ha found it uece«*ry for bia health, to return to Europe. The director* of the 
charity pasted a resolution for proriding him a paaiage in an; ship which be night 
wish to Nul in, declaring, at the Mme time, tfa*t, under "tbe wise and judicious 
regulation* which be had eetsblbhed, tbe inititution bad been brought to a degree 
of perfection and promising utility, far exceeding what the most sanguine hope* could 
bare aoggeited at tbe time of its establishment t and that he was entitled to their 
fullest approbation, for hia aealoua and disinterested conduct." ne langaaga in 
which Dr Bell spoke of tbe institution on leevlng it, will not he read without 
cmotioa, by thote who *tt capable of appreciaUng what la truly excellent in humaB 
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nktnro. Daiiog mved jeui wbich he hid daroted to thi* oHee, he had " Men the 
*icM ineidmt to the former lituttion of thcM orphuii gnduallf ndlihing; thw 
monU uid eoDdoct ■pproadung neuar and nearet everr jmi to what ha wiahed 
tbem to be, aod tha character of a raee of children in ■ muBCr changed," ■• TliJa 
numerana ttnulj," *ud be, " 1 hare long regarded a* mj own. Tbeae children are, 
indeed, mine bf t, thouaand tie* I I hare for tbem a parental affection, which haa 
grown npon dm every year. For (hen I bare made tuch ncrificea aa parenta haTo 
not alwaji occaiion to naka for their children ; and the naarer the period approadca 
when I muat eepMrate tnficlf from them, the more I feel the pai^ I aball n ~ 
tearing mjaalf from tbia charge, and tbe aniiotil tbongbta I aball throw back npon 
tbeae ebildren, when I aball ccue to bi tbcir ptotcctor, their guide, and their iDatruo. 
tor." Elefen jtan after he had left India, Dr B«U recdTed a htter, iigned by 
fortj-fonr of tbeae pupil*, expreifing, in the ■trongeit tcrma, their gratitude for tha 
ioatnction and care which be bad beatowed upon them in childhood. 

On bia artinl in Europe, Dr Bell publiahed, in ITBf, a punphlet, entitled " An 
Eiperimant in Education, made at the Uale Aiylum of Madrai : (oggeatingaSTatein 
bj which a School or Fanilji may teach iticlf, under (he auperintendence of the 
Haeter or Parent." The fint place in England where tbe ifatem wm adopted, « 
the charitjr ichool of 8t Botolph'i, Aldgate. Dr Btiggi, then of E.BDdal, the leeood 
who profited bjDr Bell'idiaeoTcry, introduced it into the Eendal lehooli of induatrj. 
Tbeie occurreneei took ptaee in 1T98. In 1801, the ejstem wai fullj and aueeeeahUy 
acted upon in the aehoola of tha Sodetjr for bettering the condition of the poor. 

In 1803, Hr Joaeph Laocaater fint appeared before the public Be publiahed a 
pamphlet with the foLowing title — " Imptofamenta in Education, aa it reapecti the 
Induitrioua Claiaea of tha Community ; containing a ihort Account of ite Preaent 
Etate, Hint! towards ita Improrement, and a detail of aome Prartleal Eipenmenta 
conducive to that End." " Tha bttitution," be My), " which a benevolent Provi- 
dence bat been pleaied to make me tbe bappy inttrument of bringing Into uiefulneei, 
waa begun in the year IfSS. The intention waa to afford tbe children of nechanici, 
die., initruction in reading, writing, and arithmetic, at about half tha uiual price. The 
peeuliaritj of bia plan leemi to have coneiated, chieflr> >° introducing piiiee and 
badgei of nerit, together with a mode of teaching spelling, which waa laid to 
eeonomin time and trouble : be alio called in the aialatance of boya, aa moniton. 
In hi* pamphlet of 1603, be freely accord* to Bell tbe priority of tbe mutual ayitem, 
acknowledging alio that tbe puUiabed account of it bad fumiabed hin with aeveral 
ueeful binti. Eventually, Hr Laneaiter put forward a claim, obviouilj unfounded, 
to be coniidered tbe lole inventor of the *y*tem. One of hi* advertiaemcnti in tbe 
newipapen wat tbua introduced : — "Joiepb Laneaiter, of the Free School, Borough 
Iload, London, having invented, under tbe bletiing of Divine Providence, a new 
and mechanical lyatem of education far the uie of ichooli, feeli anxioui to diaieminate 
the knowledge of it* advantage* through tbe united kingdom. By thii lyatem, pat*. 
dozical aa it may appear, above 1000 children may be taught and governed by one 

iter only." And OD another occaiion be write* : — " I itand forward before the 
public, at the bar of mankind, to tbe preaent, and for tbe future agea, avowing 
myeelf tbe inventor of tbe Britiih or Boyal Lancastarian Syiten." (Uontmg Pott, 
Stpttmbtr,^ Again ; " I lubmit the plan, original *i it ie, to the country. The 
eame cannot be found in any other work, onleaa copied or [Htated," (Prebce t« 
edition of 1808.) 

But however unfounded Lancaiter'i claim to originality may be, there can be no 
doubt that, tbrongh hie exertione chiefly, the ayitem waa exteniively reduced to practice 
In England. Belonging to the lect of Quaker*, a body wboie exertion* in tbe eaoaa 
of philanthropy are nnirertally known, be did not apply to tbem in vaii 
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•upport and penond exertion. LaneBiteritii Khool* were iipidlj eitabliihed in ill 
put! of tha kingdom. 

Dr Bell Ured long enoDKh to witnen tke introdnetion of Iiii lyitem Into 1S,9T9 
imtianal ■cbooli, edacating 900,000 of tha cbildreo of hii Gngliah coantrjmcD, and 
to know that it wu emplojed eiteniiTely in almoit vrtrj other ciTiliied conntrf. 
H« acquired Id later life the dignitjr of a prebendar; of Weitminitar, and wa> 
naiterof 8herbornbo*pit*l,Dnrbain. HewtialM) a member of tfae Atistie Bodety, 
and of tbe Royal Bodety of Edinborgb. Ba employed himielf during hit latter yean 
in writing lereral works on edn«ation, among which the moat Taluable were, " The 
Element! of Tuition," "Tbe Englitb School, " and. a "Brief Manud of Mutual 
Invtruetion and Diidpline." Tbe evening of hii pioos and naeful life wai ipent at 
Cheltenham, In tbe practice of every lodd and domeitic nrtue. Previotuly to bia 
death he beitowed £130,000, three per cent itock, for tbe purpoae of founding an 
academy on an extenure and liberal acsle in hie native dty. He alio bequeathed a 
eonildcrable sum for purpoaee of education in Edinburgh; which, howeTer,ta the 
everlaiting diegrtee of the indiridiua* tntniited witb tha public afiain of tlMt dty 
at the time, wia compromised among the general funds of that eorporatkm, • few 
months before its bankruptcy. 

DrBell died on th«3Tthof January, 1633, In tbe eightieth year of bis age, and wu 
buried Id Westminster Abbey, the archlnshop of Canterbury and tbe bishop of London 
acting as chief moamera. 

Bell, Biriuhh, a distinguished surgical author, was bom in DunFHei in I?49. 
He received an sscellent clauLcal education at the grammar-school of that town, 
under Dr Chapman, the rector. The property of Blackett Houie, in Dumfriesshire, 
having devolved to him on tbe death of bis grandfather, be gave a remarkable instance 
of generosity by disponngof it, and applying the proceeds in educating himtelf and 
the younger branches of ths family, fourteen in number. 

Hr Bell had early made choice of medldne as a profeatlon, and accordingly he waa 
bound apprentice to Mr Bill, surgeon to Dumfries, whose practica was in that qoarter 
very extensive. It waa a dlstingnishing feature in Ur Bell's i^aracter, that what. 
ever he had once engaged in wai prosecuted with extreme ardour and assiduity. 
Ha therefore went through tbe drudgery and fatigue necessarily connected with tbe 
det^l of a surgeon-^Mitbecary's shop, with tbe greatest spirit. Be, by degrees, 
outerially assiflted bi* master, by attending his patients ; to whom his correct beha- 
viour, nnfUling good humour, and agreeable mannen recommended bim in tbe most 
powerfU manner. He repidred to Edinburgh In 1T66, entered himself as a member 
of the nniveraity, and set himself, with the moet serious application, to tbe pre 
cution of his medical stndiea. Tbe Edinburgh medical school had Just sprung into 
notice, and was beginning to make very rapid stridea to its present eminence. The 
firat and aaeond Monro had already given evident tokens of the most distinguished 
genius, '^e Brst had now relinquished. In favour of bis equally skilful son, the 
bmincM of tbe anatomical theatre, and only oeeaaionally delivered clinical lectures 
in th« infirmary. Mr Bell's ardour in tbe study of anatomy, in all Its branches, wm 
unabated. As he proposed to practise surgery, he WM well aware that eminence in 
that department of the profession could only ba arrived at by persevering industry. 
He was appointed house-surgeon to the royal infirmary, which afTorded bim every 
opportunity of improvement. It was here that he laid the foundation of tbat superior 
adroitness and dexterity which so peculiarly characterised bim in the many baiardona 
but tueeeufnl operations which he was called to perform. 

Though Hr Bell was more particularly designed for the protlMdon of a surgeon, 
there wu no department of nndicine neglected by him. Dr Black, whose dli- 
coveries formed a new era in the sdence of chemistry, had been removed from 
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01mb«w to Edinburgli daring tfaa jtn in wbieh Mr Bdl intorcd tlis aniTtrMty. 
Ilia UctarM and expcrinMBta proved gcngmll; attractive, and powerfuU; iatntiUi 
tlMiriBdoflfr B«U. Dr CuUaa mi praf^wr rf tha lMtit4at«i of Hedleraa, a>d 
Ua arigisal geiiiiii andtad Iha gnUatt ardMU tmmpt tba itudaoU Th« pnctio 
of BediciM waa taoght b; Dr Jolin Oragot^, and Botanf bf Dr Joba Bopa. Thoa 
wen tbe profaMon wbom Mr Bell attended, a«d it mint be confaeHd. that thay 
were taea of diatingoUhad taleati, lAoaa lactorea b« dUlgant atudant eoold liataa 
to without derirlng rirj great adTantaga- 

Ml Ball had raiolred. Id 1770, to rint Parii and Lendon, tba two gmt aehooU 
fortnii^eal practica, Btbn daii^ u, bowanr, be paaaed tba eaamlaatliuM at 
Smgaoii'a Ball, and wai admitted a maMbar of the B«>rd Colkga of SHrgaona, 
Edmburgh. la thoae gnat oliai ha ramaiaed uarly two ;ean, Maidimil; ian- 
proiiog Uauelf la inrferj. Batuning to hla nadra ooaatrj la 1113, be eonnaaeed 
bniinaw ia Edinbur^. Few caoN better prepared than he did Cor tba piaetiea tJ 
aargwy. Hi* adncation wa* liberal and extanHT«. Hia appaanuea wai nach im 
hia fiiVDBi. Hi* addi«M waa good, hie BaoMr aawpoaad and aa da ta. Mr BeU bad 
eaii; AmMd tba plan of eowpoiiag a ^itam of iiugary— and tbii h* at iHt irrw 
pliibed. He did not public tba whola work at once ; but ia tba jear ITT^ about 
aix jmn after ha had flaidlr Httlad la Ediabai^, and baeeoa T-t-hiiibad ta 
pnetioe, tba fint toIddm wai giTaa to tbeworUL The riMalniag rnlii^aa appaaiaj 
from Uma to time tmdl the work wai completed ia lis valiuat SvOb ia 1788. Ia 
17M, appeared bU "Treatlae on Oiuorrbai^'' and tn ITH.aBothar "Tiiillw oa 
Hydrocele," which b nndarttood to be tba laaat popalar of hia worki. 

Mr B«U BMrried, ia 1778,Hiii HimiltMi, daugbterofDr Robert HamUtoa, pro&Mor 
«f diriaity in the Univerdty of fidinbuigh, by wbow ha bad a iiunmiiia bmily. 
Be died, Apnl 4, 1606. 

BELL, EiiiaT, the Artt ■u ecearf al appUarof iteam tothe imrpoaet of aarigatioa 
in Enrope, wai bora at Taridiicban la UaUthgowdifa, April 7, IW. Ha wat 
■praag from a race of macbaoici, being the Iflh bob of Patiieb Ball and Margarat 
Eaitoa, whoea anceatori, tbrongh atrmi deieenti, wcce alike wall-bowa ia the 
mi^bourhood aa ingenioiu mill-wrighta and bnilden ; aoBH of tbam baring alao 
diitii^uiihed themialTei in ths ereetioa of public watk% nch la barboaia, brUgai^ 
Ac, net only in Scotland, but alio ia the other diviaiona of the United Wiirgitf 
Benry Bell, after recelTing a plain edncatioa at the paiiib aalMwl, bepa, ia IfBD, to 
letm tbe handicraft of a itone-maaoa. Three yean after, ha changed Ui riewa ia 
iavDor of tbe other craft of tbe bmily, and waa appteatioad to Ua andik who 
piaetiaed the art of a nill-wright. At the tanainatioa of Ua vigigetMa%, be west 
to BorrowitooiDaa, for tba pnrpoee of being inatanetad in lUp-modeniag, and, ia 
17S7, be angnged with Mr Jamea Inglii^ engiaeer at BaU'a HIU, with tba view of . 
eoBpletfaig hii knowledge of necbado. Ba aftarwardt want ta Loadoa, where he 
wa* employed by the celebrated Mr Baanie ; ao that bii oppottualtiea of aequirii^ 
a practical acqiuiatanee with tba higfaer brancbm of hi* art, i 



About the year ITSO, BeU returned to Scotland, and it ii (ud that he praetiaad 
for fCTeral yean, at Gla«gow, the unambitiont cnft of a booMMmrpanter. He wa* 
aatared October 90, 17S7, a* a meaaber of tba corporation of wrighta in that ct^. 
It wai bii wiib to become an andartakar of pnbllo worki in Gla^owi bat either 
from a de&dtncy of oqiitil, or ftom want of ateadj application, ha sorer enceoaded 
to any citant ia that walk. " Tbe truth ia," ai we have been informed, " BeU had 
■nany of tbe faatwe* of the entboilaitic prcgeetor i nerer ealcolated meana to end^ or 
looked mneh farther than tbefiretatageeormovementiof anyicbema. Hiinind wa* 
project*, the moat of which, from hii want of aoeaiata 
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■dcDtifle uJcultUoD, he naraf mdM cirrj into practiea. Owing to in imperfection 
fD eTcn hu >ii«chHiic«l ikiU, be Msrcelj CTer made ona part of a model suit the real, 
Mt that mauj it^gnt, aftar a great deal of puna and expenge, wen uiceeniTely 
abandoBed. Ha wai, in gbort, the bero of a thouaand blunderi and one aucceia." 
It may aaall; be eonceired that & tnechsnlclui open to tbii deicitptlon could not 
anceeed, to an; great extent, aa aither a deiigner or executor of what are eslted publie 
worli*. The idea of propelling Tcneli by meane of iteam early took potaeiuiHi of 
bii mind. ■■ In 1800 (be writei) I applied to Lord MeWille, on purpow to ibotr 
hia lordihip and the other mambera of tba Admiralty, the praetieabiUty and great 
utility of applying steam to the propelling of veuela ^ainat wind* and tidea, ■ 
•rery obitruction on rlrara and aeai, where there waa dspth of water. After duly 
thinking OTer the plan, the lorda of that great establiibnent were of opinion that 
the plan propoaed would be of no Talue in promoting transmarine naTigation." He 
repeated the attempt, in 1803, with the aame remit, notwithitanding the emphade 
declaration of the celebrated Lord Kelaon, who, addrniing their lordahipa on the 
ocoaNon, taid, "My Lord*, if you do not adopt Hr Bell'a icheme, other nation* will, 
and in the and tci erery rein of this empire. It will succeed (be added), and you 
•hould cncouiage Mr Bell." Having obtwned no support in tbi* country. Bell 
forwarded copies of the prospectua of hi* *chemB to the different nations of Europe, 
and to the United States of America. " The Americans," be w>ite*, " were tho 
llrat who put my plan into practice, and were quickly followed by other natiooa." 
Mr Watt bimaelF had no &ilh in the practicability of applying bis own great discofcry 
to tbe purpose of naTig«tion. In a letter addressed to Mr Bell, he said, '< How 
many noblemen, gentlemen, and engineers, hare puisled their brain*, and spent 
their tbouMndi of pounds, and none of all these, nor yourself, have been able 
bring the power of steam, in naTigation, to a succesaful issue." The rariou* attempta 
which preceded that of Bell are briefly noticed in the following extract from the 
" Fifth Report of the Select Committee of the House of Common* on Steam-Boale, 
June, 1833, Sir Henry Pamell, chairoian," Mentioning the following as experimenter*, 
namely, Mr Jonathan Hulls, in ITUS ; tbe Duke of Bridgewater, on the Manebester 
■nd Buneom canal ; Mr Miller of Daliwinton; the Marquis de Jouffroy (a French 
nobleman), in 17BI ; Lord Stanhope, in ITOS ; and Mr Symington, and Mr Taylor, 
on tbe Forth and Clyde canal, in 1801-2 ; the Report proceeds — ■' These ingenious 
men made raluable cKperioientt, and tested well tbe mighty power of steam. Still 
MO practical asea resulted from tny of these attempts. It wu not till tbe year ISO}, 
when the Amerieana began to uae steam-boats on their rirers, that their safety and 
utility waa first ptored. Bat the merit of constructing these boats i* due to natives 
of Great Britain. Mr Henry Bell of Gla^ow gave the first model of them to Out 
late Hr Fulton of America, and corresponded regularly with Fulton on the subject- 
Mr Bell continued to turn his talents to the Improving of steam apparatus, snd its 
application to variona manafaeturee about Olasgow; and in 1811, constructed 
Ihe Comet *t«aiD-boat, the first of the kind in Europe, to navigate tbe Clyde, team 
Glaigow to Port-Gla*gow, .Greenock, Helenatnirgh, and Inverneu." An interesting 
recollection of Mr HiUer's experiment* oa Dalawioton lake ha* been preserved 
by Mr Jame* Nasmytb, the eminent engineer, on the authority of hi* tather, who 
was present on the occasion. " Tbe parties in tbe boat on that memorable oecfc 
aion," writes Hr Naamyth to Mr D. O- Hill, the landscape painter, who baa 
Introduced the lake into his pctare of the Valley of tbe Nith, » were Miller (of 
Daliwinton), Taylor (the engineer), Robert Bums (the poet), Henry Brougham 
(the future Lord Cbaneellor), and Alexander Nasmyth (the father of landseapa 
punting in Scotland): a fit and worth; crew to celebrate so great an event. Many a 
I. 2o 
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time (add* fha writer) I bbre heard aj ftther daaerlbe the deligbt whicb thli flnt 
and Bueeeaaful eaaay at ateaiiMiaT^tioii jielded the partj In qocatica. I obIj with 
Bumi had ionncirteliied it in rhyme, for iadeed it waa a aahjeet worthy of hi* 

la 1608, Bell remored to the modern Wllege of Beleeabargb, en the Krth of 
Clyde, where hia wife undertoek the inpertnteadenoe of the puhlic hatha, end at the 
tame time kept the priodpal ien, whilst he eoatinned to proiemte hia iannirite 
Khene, without nncb regard to the ordiMry effi^ri of tb« world. In ISlt he pro- 
duced hia atewn-boet, the Comet, of SO toai hurtheo, with ae engine of tbne horae- 
power. The Comet, to csUad from the calebnted comet which appeared at that time, 
waa built by Uetwa John Wood and Co., at Port-Glaigow, and made her trial trip 
on the 18th of Jannary, when aha lailid from Olaagvir to Greenock, making Bre 
miltt an hour againal a heed-wind. Id Auguit of the aema year «re And Bell 
edrertiaing thg Comet to ply upon the Clyde three timee a-week tma Glaafow, 
"to nil by the power of eir, wind, and atnun." In Beptemher the voyage ww 
extended to Oban and Fort-WilUam, and wm to be accompliahed to and from the 
latter place in four dayi. Mr Ball lived to aee hia iuTention univeraally adopted. 
The Clyde, which drat CTUoyed the tdvantageB of iteun- navigation, became the 
principal aeat of thi* dateription of ibip-huildiiigt and, at the prcMnt time, Clyde- 
bnilt itcamera muntain fhair auperiority in ercry port ia the world. Bttam-ahipa 
ate now launched It'oDi tbe bailding-yarda of Qlaaguw and Greenock of 9000 tonnage 
and 800 horae-power ; and Clyde-built abipe, with Glaagow anginea, make tbe 
Toyage betwixt Lirerpool and New Tork in ten daya. Steem-boat building and 
marine-cDgine-making ceceited tbeir fitat poirerful impulee (Tom the eolDtioo of the 
problem of ocean ateam-Barigation. From tablea, eonstrueted by Dr Strang from 
ratumt fumiihad to bim by tbe rarioua abip.biiilden and engineera in Glaigow, Dum- 
barton, Greenock, and Port-Olaigow, it appeva that, during the uren yeara from 
1846 to IB63, there were eonatructed et Glaagow and in iU neighbourhood, ISa 
TMMlt, of which 1 wu oT «rood, 1S9 of iron, 80 paddle, and 48 acrew ; eooiiating of 
900 wooden tonnage i 70,441 iron toanege ; flOlO horae-power eagiaea fbr wooden 
bulla, 33,SSS hone-power enginea for iron bulla, and 4730 horse-power enginea for 
Ten*)* not boilt on the Clyda. During the aame period there were ewulrueted In 
Dumbarton,58TeaatIa,allof iron, 90 being lt»r paddlea and 88 for terewi, and bating 
a tannage of 30.TB1 1 and daring the laat three yean of tbe tame period S61B boree- 
powir engine! were made there for iron hulls, and 900 hone-power engines for 
TCaael* not built on the Clyde. DuriiiK the same period, bmn 1840 to 1809, there 
were eonatrnetad at Greenock and Port-Olaagow, AA iteun-reaaela, of whidi IS were 
of wood, and 63of iron, 41 paddle, andSftaotew; consistingof IS,181 wood tonnage, 
and 99,071 Iron tonnage, 199 horse-power engines fbr wooden bulls, S4S0 horse- 
power engines for iron bulla, and 4C14 horae-power engines for >esaels not bailt on 
the Clyde. For the whole porta in tbe ^yde, the steam-vestela built and the marine 
engines mada, from 1840 to 18S9, were aa follows : — Number of steam Tetaela boilt 
—Wood bulls, 14 i iron bulla, 933 ; in ell, 947: of these 141 were paddles, and 100 
screw*. The tonnage of the wooden steainira amount* to 18,381, of the iron to 
199,378. Theenpnee'borte-powerin wood bulla was tlTSO, the engines' horae-power 
in iron hulls waa 81,598 1 while there ws« of enginea' horse-pewer for Teasel* not 
constructed on tbe Clyde, HS4, making a grand total of 947 steamers, amounting 
to 147,004 tons, and of engines 47,700 horse-power. Tbe steam communication 
which has, for seTcral years, existed betwixt our West Indian and North Anteriean 
colonies and tbe mother oountrj, has recently been extended to Australia and tbe 
Cape of Good Hope, thus uniting Great Britain to her most diitant dependandea by 
new and powerful tiea, and literally realising tba rivid description of George Cut- 
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nin^, wbo, diUtiiv on th« bisaAta of ■tmn-uavigmtion, Mvanl jean herora tbe 
deatb of Bell, daacrib«d it ai "that new ud nigbtr power, naw at leait in tbe 
applitition of ita might, which walka the water like a giaot, rtjudng ia iti count, 
ttcmninf alike the tampait and the tide — acealerating intareoura* — ■borteniog 
diatancei — creating, aa it were, anazpacted ndghbourhoodl, and new combination! 
of tocial and oamnMrdal relationa, and giving to the Gcklenaai of wlnda. and tbe 
&ltblet«ieM of w>VM, the aert^tj and ateadlDcu of a faighwaj npon the land." 
Whll*t comoNree and utilisation were thn« naUng rapid progreie bj meana of hii 
Innotion, Hanrj Ball reaped no paraonal advantage froin it He ctbd approached 
the conGnei of dM age in Terr itraitaned draamitancai. Touched bj bi* condition, 
tba late Dr Cleland, and a number of other benevolent Indiriduala, commenced a 
anbecriptian on hii behalf, hf which a eondderable turn wm raJMd. The truateet 
oo the river Clyde graoted him an annoitj of £100, which hai been eontinned to 
hie widow. Thii wai but a becoming acknowledgment of the value of hii great 
invention on the part of tba tmeteea-of a river whoae annual revenue wai increaiad, 
mainlj by the impnlw given to iti trade b; ■team-navigation, from /6BfS in )8I0, 
the year before Bell commenced the eonitraetion of the Comet, to £30,SH in ISSO, 
the year in which be died ; and whicb baa been more than tripled during the laat 
twenty-two yean, being, in 1B«3, £T«,000. Within the Mme apace of time, Ue 
channel of the river baa undergone t r-orreaponding Improvement, beii^ rendered 
navigable by ibipa of TOO and 800 ton* burthen i whereaa, little mora than half a 
century ago, it waa navigable only by coal gabbarda and venelt of SO to M tone. 
The average available depth of the Clyde at high water of neap-tide*, ie 18 feet, 
with an additional depth of two or three feet at epring-tldei. At the Broomielaw, 
the harbour of Glaigow, Ibera ere now 10,000 lineal feet of quayage, giving accom- 
modation to handredi of the largeet ahipa belonging to the mercantile marine of tbit 
and foreign countriei. Ur Bell died at Heleniburgh, Uarcb 11, 1830. aged dity- 
tbree, and liei buried In the Row churchyard. An obcliik to hia memory waa 
erected on the rock of Dnnglai^ a promontory on tbe Clyde, about 3) mile* ahove 
Dumbarton. 

BELL. Job*, of Aatermony, a traveller of the eighteenth century, waa the 
aoD of Patrick Bell, the repretentative of that old and reipeclable funUy, and 
of- Anabel Sdrling, daughter of Hungo Stirling of Craigbarnet. He wai bom 
in 1091, and, after receiving a elaincal education, tamed hie attention to the. 
study of medidne. On paasing ai phy^dan, he determined to viiit foreign eonntriet, 
but we ehall inaert tbie part of hi) blitory in Ur Bell't own word*. " In my 
youtb," Biyi he, " I had a (trong deiire of teeing foreign parti; to aatiify which 
inclination, after having obtained, from tome penoni of worth, recommendatory 
letter! to Dr Areikine, ehief phyaidan and privy couniellor to the Czar Peter 
the Fint, I embarked at London, id tbe month of July, 1111, on hoard 
Pioaperity of RanugBtc, Captain Emenon, for St Peteriburg. On my arrival 
there, I waa received by Dr Areskioe in a very friendly manner, to whom 1 c( 
municated my intantiona of teeking an opportunity of viiiting tome parti of Alia, 
at leait thou part* whid border on Ruiiia. Bnch an opportunity uon preiented 
itielf, on oeeaaion of an embauy tben preparing, from bii Ciariih Majeity to 
S^hy of PerMa."— fVyoM to hi* Travdt. The ambaeudor fortunately applied 
to Dr Aretkiot to recouBend tome ona tkilled in phyiie and lurgery to go in 
hit aaite, and Mr Bell wai aoon aftarwardi engaged in the aerviee of the Runiau 
Emperor, Ea aceordinglj left 8t Petenbnrg on the Ifith of July, 1116, and 
proceeded to Hoacow, &Mn thenoe to Caian, and down the Volga to Aitracan. 
Tbe embaaiy then nuled down the Caipian &aa to Derbend. and journeyed by 
Hougan, Taniit, and Saba, to bpaban, where they aiiived on the Uth of Hareb. 
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1717. Tbey Mt Hut city un the Irt of SeptemlMr, and rMurned to St Petm* 
burgh on the 30lh of December, 1718, after hmng tiareiled aanm Ibe oountrjr 
from SjuralofE On bia amTal in the opital, Mr Bell found that bii friend and 
patron Dr Areikine had died about «x weeki before, but be bad noir leoured 
Ihe fri«ndihip of the ambnMador, and upon bearing tiiat an ouibaMy to Cbina 
wBi preparing he eauly obtained an ^pointntent in it through hii influenoe. 
The account of hU journey to Casu, and through Siberia to China, ii by &i 
the moat complete and intareating part of bia trareli. Hia deaariptiou of the m 
nen, cuitonia, and tupentition* of the inhabitanta, and of the Delajr-lama a 
Chinese wall, deaerre particularly to be noticed. They arrired at Pekin " an«i 
a tedious journey of exactly sixteen months." Mr Bell has left a rery full 
account of occuirencea during his reaidence in the capital of Quna. The < 
bassy left that city on the Snd of Marcfa, 1791, and arrired at Moscow on thf 
Sth of January, 1793. 

The war between Russia and Sweden wm now ccmcluded, and the Cor had do 
tetmined to undertake on expedition into Persia, at the requeat of the Sophy, to 
asaiM that prince igainit tbe AQghans, his suhjicls, who bad seised upon Kand- 
ahar, and poasessed themselies of aereral {vorioces on the frontien towards India. 
Mr Bell's formw jomvey to Persia gave him peculiar adrantagea, and b« was 
accordingly engaged to acccHupnny the army to Dert>ent, from whidi he returned 
in December, 17^9. Soon afterwards he rerisiled his natire country, and re- 
turned to St Petersburgh in 1734. In 1737, he wa* sent to Constantinople by 
the Bussiaa Chancellm-, and Mr Rondeau Ihe British nuuister at the Runiaa 
court.' He weoM now to bare abandoned the pulilie aerrice, and to hare settled 
at Constantinople as a merehant. About 1746, be married Mary Peten, a Rus- 
sian lady, and determined to return to Scotland. He spent the latter part of 
"bit life on his estate, and in the enjoyment of the society of his friends At 
length, after a long life spent in actire beneficence, and exertions for the good 
of mankind, he died nt Antermony on the 1st of July, 1780, at the adranced 
age of 89. 

The only work written by Mr Bell is hi* " Travels from St Fetersbui^ in ' 
Hussia, to various parts of Asia," to which referance has already been made. It 
was ^inted in 9 volume* quarto by Robert and Andrew Foulit, in 1763, and 
published by subecription. " The history of this book," says the Quarterly 
Review, " is somewhat curious, and not generally known. Pw many year* after 
Mr Bell returned from his travels, he used to amuse his friends with accounts of 
what he had seen, refreshing hi* i«collection from a simple diary of occurrenoea 
and observation*. The Earl Granville, then preudent of the council, on hearing 
some of his adventure*, prevailed on him to throw hi* note* together into the 
. form of a nairatire, which, when done, pleased turn so mud) that be sent the 
manuscnpt to Dr Robertson, with a particular request that he would rerise and 
put it into a lit state for the presc The literary avocations of the Scottish 
histtman at that time not allowing him to undertake the task, be reoommeaded 
Mr Barron, a profescor in tile University of Aberdeen, and on thi* gentleuuui 
consulting Dr Robertson a* to the style and the "book of travels which be would 
recommend him to adopt for his guide, the historian replied, ' Take Gulliver's 
'travel* for your model, and you cannot go wrong.' He did so, and ' Bell's 
Travels' have all the simplicity of UuUiTer, with the advantage which truth 
always carries over fiction.*'* 

BEUi, John, ao eminent surgeon in Edinburgh, and of distinguished literary 
qoalification*, waa bom in 17G3. He wa* the second son of the Rev. William 
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fi«ll, a dsigynum of the Scottiih Epiicopal Church, esbibliihed nt EdinburghL 
Hii mother wai the daughter of Mr Moirice, alio a meniber of the Scottish Epi^ 
Gop&l Church. Mr John Bell, Hfler recemng a libeial educatioii, became Iha 
pupil of Mr Alexinder Wood, lurgeon, who wu long celebrated in Ediih 
burgh sa a medical practitioner. Frcm tlie firft, Mr Bell deroted himaelf to hii 
pmfeaional itudiei irith that enthuiiaalic ardour «o dtaracteriitic of geniui, and 
almoit alirayi the precurwir of diitinctioi]. Ail«r completing his profeMicoal 
education he ferelled for s ihort time in Russia, and the nortL of Europe; 
and on his r«tum commenced his professional duties by detirering lecturea on 
Surgery and Midwifery, llieae lectures, which he delivered between the yean 
ITSS and 17^6, n'ere rery highly esteemed, and speedily brought him into 
practice as a consulting and operating surgeon. Tlie increue of bis priyste 
practice, indeed, tendered it neoawary fwr him, in 1796, to discontinue his 
lectw«s, and frtmi that time forward lie deioted himself to his patients, and to 
the preparation of the several publications of which he was the author. 

For upwards of twenty years Mr Bell may be said to hsve stood at the head 
of hii profession in Edinburgh as an operaltH-. Patients came to him from all 
quarters, both of Scotland and England, and eien from the continent; and 
during that interral he performed some of the moat delicate and difficult opera- 
tions in surgery. Nor was his celebrity confined to Edinburgh. He was gene- 
rally knoirn both in this country and throughout the world, as one of the must 
distinguished men in his profosion ; and bis works show that his reputation was 
\iell founded. 

Early in l!il6, be was tlirown by a spirited hone; and a^ipeors nerer to 
have entirely recoreied from the effects of the accidenL. In the autumn of that 
year he made an excursion, partly on account of bis health, to London ; thence 
be proceeded to Paris, and afterwards pursued bis journey southwards, Tislting 
the most distinguished cities of Italy. During his residence on the Continent, he 
was treated in the most flattering manner by the members of his own profeaion ; 
and bis countrymen, who, after the peace of 1815, bad gone to the Continent 
In great numbers, gladly took bis professional sisistance. In Paris, Naples, and 
Rome in particular, bis numerous patients occupied him perhaps too exdusirely ; 
for bis health continued to decline, and be died at Borne, April 15, 1830, in 
the tifty-aeTentb year of bis age. 

Mr Bell rery early in life became impressed with a bigfa notion of the ad- 
vantage of combining general accompliibmenls with professional (kill ; he lher& 
fore spared no pains to qualify himself in every way to assume a favourable po- 
sition in society. He was a good cla«ical scholar, and so general a reader Aat 
there were few works of any note in literature, either ancient or modem, with 
which he was not familiar. This was remoricably shown in his Ubrory, in whicli 
there was hardly a volume on any subject which did not bear traces of having 
been corefiilly perused and noted by him. His practice was to make annota- 
tions on (be margin as be read ; and considering the engrossing nature of bis 
professional labours, and the several works in which be was himself engaged, 
nothing is more extraordinary than the evidence which is still in existence ft 
the extent and variety of bis miscellaneous reading. 

The informatiDn which he thus acquired was not lost upon him ; he was po- 
lidied and easy in his manners — bis perception of the ludicrous waa keen — and 
the lad with wbidi be availed himself of his extensive reading and general 
knowledge of all the interesting topics of the day, will be long rentembered by 
IImmo who had the pleasure of bis acquaintance. His converaational powen, 
indeed, were (rf the very bi|^teat order ; and as he had great urbanity and kind- 
ness of nuumer, and was happily free from that afibctation by wbicfa good lolkeii 



.y Google 



206 JOHN UELL. 

Rra KHiietiiDM diitiDgnidiMl, than were fen of hu cot«nipaiariM *rboM wcietj 
wai more gmerally courted by the upper pi mm in Ediabuifh ; and mmm who 
nere belter fitted to adoni and enliren the ciccle in wbicli be mored. 

Mr Bell'* notiom of the dignity of hii pnrfecuon were very higfa ; and 
no man periiapt erer diidiarged hij profeoional dutiai with more diiinlaiwled 
humanity, and hcnourable independence. Hii generoaity to tboee whoae dr- 
cumetsncee required pecuniAiy aid wai well knotm, and hii contsmpt fer any 
thing approaching to what he thought mean or narrow minded, trai boundleea, 
and frequenlly expreMed in no rery meawired terma. The waimth of hii Um- 
per, hou-erer, inTolred him Id tfnral raiiuiidentandingt with hii profeMouil 
brethren ; the moit remarkable of which wai that which brought him and the 
LUe Dr Gregory into colliuon. The ^ueition on whidi theie two diNinguithed 
men todi opposite (idei, related to the ri^ of the junior memben of the Col- 
lege of Surgeoni of Edinburgh, to perform operatiom in the Royal Jnfinnary. 
Thli diipi^e divided the medical men of Edinburgh towardi the clow of the laal 
ceulury ; and Dr Gregory and Air Bell wrote leTeral Toluisea about iL But, 
although great wit and much happy iarcum were diiplayed on bolh lidei, it if 
impoMible to lode back to (hii diHGniion without feeling regiet Ibat two of the 
looit eminent medical men of their day ifaould hare waited their ingenuity and 
high talenti in acrimanioui and unprofitable controreny, on a topic of epheme- 
ral inlaieat and oomparatiTely minw importance. Air Bell'i principal publica- 
tion in thii controreny wai entitled, " Letten on Proleauonal Character and 
Manner! ; on the education of a Surgeon, and the duliei and qualificatioat of a 
Phyaidan ; addreMed to Jamei Gregory, M.D." Edinbugfa, 1810. It Ii a 
large octaro volume, and ii charaderiied by exinuadinary acrimony. 

In the fine art*, Mr Bell^ taale waa very correct. Aa a painter and draug^la- 
man bit talenti were far abore mediooity ; and the anatomical drawing! by 
which hii woriu are illintrated hare been much admired. He wai alio a profi- 
cient in muiic, with more taite, howerer, than eieculiwi ; and, ai Mn Bell wai 
abo a highly aooompliihed muiician, hii mmical partin, although conducted on 
a Kale of expenie which hii drcumitancei hardly warranted, aoemblcd at hii 
bouM the elite of Edinburgh Ktdety. He had no family, and hii whole boun 

I laid out for thii ipeciei of diiplay — a foilile whidi thoae who were inclined 

laug^ at hii expenie, did not orerlook ; and whidi wa« to a certain extent 
oamunble, iince bii income, although very large, wai never equal to hii ex- 
penditure. 

Mr Bell'i peraonal appearance wai good. Although coniiderably under llie 
middle liM, he wai exceedingly w*ll jvoportioned, very active, and atudiouily 
elegant in hi* morementi. Hii bead wai well formed, bii featurei tegular, hii 
eyei keen and penetrating, and hii whole exprewon intellectual and inteUigwit 
in no ordinary degree, he wai alio remarkable Cist the good taile whidi he 
exhibited in hii dren ; and wai altogether a pen^n whom even a tMuga could 
not have paned without recognizing ai no ordinary man. 

The limiti of thii woil( do not admit of in aiialjiii ot Mr Bell'i wiitingi. The 
leit ii hii trealiae on " Gunshot woundi," to enable him to prepai* whiidi, be 
pnned lome week* amuigtt the wounded men of Lord Duncan'i fle^ after the 
battle of Camperdown. 

llie following i* a complete lut of hii profeoional woiki ' — 1. The Anatomy 
of the Human Body, voL i 8va 1793, containing the Bonea, Huadee, aitd 
Joinia; toL iL 1797, containing the Heart and Arteriei; vol iii. ISOS, oon- 
toining the Anatomy of the Brain, DeMription of the coune of Ibe oervei , and 
the Anatomy of the Eye and Ear ; with platai by Charki Bell, third edition, S 
vola 8ro. 1911, 2, Eograringi of the Bonei, Muiclei, and Joioti, illiMiBtiue 
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the fiM TDlmue of the Anfttomy of Uw Hummn Body, drawn and mgraicd by 
binnaU; ray«l ite. 1701, third edition. 3. ^pttring* of ibe Arteri«(, llliis- 
tntiDf tha ncond volume of die Anstoiny (rfthe Human Body, royal 4te. 1801, 
third edition, Sjo. 1810. i. IKacaunei on the nature and core of wound*, 
8*0. 1796; third edition, 1813. 6. Anrwer for the Junior Memben of the 
Royal CoU^|« of SurgMni to the Hemoiial of Dr June* Orefory, to the Mana- 
fm <rftlM Royal InGimary, Bra. 1600. G. The Piindples of Surgery, 3 rok 
'- . 1801-1809. 7. Latten on ProfeirionBl Character, &c. Hia Obeerra- 
M wk Italy la a porthumoDa trade, which xn» edited by hii respected friend, 
the lata Bidiop Saadford of Edinbar^ 

Mr Bell Burled Miw Con^eton, daushter of Dr Congleton of Edlnhurgb. 
Bii eldsM blether wai the late Bobert Bell, AdTOcate, Profenor of Gonveyancing 
to the Society of Writer* to the Signet ; author of tbe " Seotcb Law Dietioniry," 
and of several other work* on the law of Srotland; wbo died lo 181S. John 
Ball'! fminediatetj yoan^r brotheri were, the late George Joieph Bell, AdTOcsie, 
Pror*«M)r of the Law of Scotland In tba Unireriity of Edinburgh, «nd author 
of " Commentariei on the Law of Scotland," ■ work of high authorily; and 
the lata Sir Cbtrlea Bell, F.R.S. of London, the di*(ingtii>bed anatouiiit and 
phy«o)ogj)t. It ii r«re to End ao many member* of the lame faoiilj «o farourably 
knowa to the pablie. 

BELLENDEN, Wnjju, more commonly known by hii Latin nnme of Guliel- 
■ua BellendeniH, ii one of Ihoee learned ond ing^entou* Beotamen of a former 
ago, who are edeemed in the general literary world as an honour to their coun- 
ty, but with whom that country itaelf ii fcarcely at all acquainted. A« there 

r» numy great but unrecorded beroea before Agtunenuaon, m may It be (aid 

it then hare flouriahed, out of ScolUatd, many illuatrioua Scotimed, wboae 

me* han not been celebrated in that eonntry. It ia time, howerer, that this 
•bonld OMw to be the caie, at leart in refwence to William Bellenden, whoae 
intellect appean to hara been one of meet extraordinary diaracler, and whoee 
iotaUectnal effinta, if in a shape to conmund mora extenaire appredation, would 
certainly be conaidered a gre«t addition to thaw productions which raflect hon- 
oar upon his natira country. 

WUliain Bellenden was unquestionably a member of that family whoee name 
haa been rarioosty spelled Ballenden, Ballantyn, and latterly Billantyne, and 
which haa produced leveral men eminent in Scottiih literature. He Ured in 
Ibe nign of Jaioee VL, to wbcva he was MagiHer Sttppliaan TAbellorum, <a 
reader of printe petition*, an office probably oonfened upon him in considera. 
tkm of hi* eminent learning. King Jamea, whoee many ngnl fault* wen re- 
deemed in no «aaU meMure by hi* uncera lote of literature, and bis extensive 
patronage of literary men, provided Bellenden with the means of leading b life 
of stndiow retirmnent at the Fnnd> capital, iriiere he ii *aid to have afterward* 
become Proftasor of Humanity, and an advocate in the parliament of Pari*. A* 
he ia laid to hare enjoyed hi* office of profeasor in IOCS, it would of conne appear 
that Jamea had fUniiidMd the necessary aUowoncei for the retirement i^ hi* 
learned protegee out of the dender ravenuei whidi he enjoyed in hi* native 
kingdom; a dicilnMauoe which enhance* the praiae due to him for hia munifi- 
cenoe in • rary high d^r«e. 

B«Deii4en>* iint wotk, entitled, " Cicbronia Princeps," and publidied, appa- 
rontly widMMit hi* name, in 1C08, i« a treatise on the duties of a prince, formed 
oat nf |iia**^n* of the WMbofCiceroveferring to that subject In this work, "he 
abttw* that, whoever denres to exercise anthoiity over othen, ihould fint of all 
leam die gnvemment of himself; should nmember and be obedient to every 
thing whidi the laws mmnund ; should on all oocMion* be raady to bear the 
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«eii(iiDenU of the uise ; dlMLuning ivhnMrer benn affinity to comiption, nod 
nbhoiring the delmioiu of flattery : be ihould be Ictuuaoui id preMTving hii 
dignity, nnd c<iutiou* how he nlteinptf to «xt«nd it; he ihould be retnukaUe 
for the purity of hii mornli, nnd the moderation of hii conduct, nnd nev«r diiMt 
hii hnnd, hia eye, or his imagination, to that which ii the property of nnothw."' 
To the " Ciceronii Princepe," in iihich fiell«nd«n hu only ihe meiit of an in- 
geiiioui collector, was prefixed ui original eoay, ityled, "Tractatu* de Frocean 
et Scrjptoribua Hei Politicie," in which then !i a rich rein of maaculina aente 
nnd ferrent piety, ivhile the origin of our eiron in religion, and of out defect! 
in policy and lenming, ii traced out with coniidenible occumcy and erudition. 
In Ihii treatiie, the nuthor, while be condenini the monitroua t«neU of andeni 
idolatry, and the groti comiptloni of philoaophy, bcatona many jurt encomiuma 
on the iviadoin and pntriotiiin of loiiie ancient legialatora. He infomia lu that 
fiiiiong the Greek theoriiti, there ii no lyitematic worii on the tcience of poli- 
lica, nt once comprehenaiTo in ita principle*, and applicable to real life ; but 
ncknowledgei that much uaeful information may be gathered fhim th« writings 
of Xenophon, and the fragments of Solon, Chnrondaa, and Zaleucut. On the 
authority of Cioero, he repreienta Demeb-iua Fhalereut na the firtt peraon who 
united the practius of politici with a correct and profound knowledge of hia art. 
He allowa, however, great merit to Plato, to Ariilotle, to Theophraitui, and other 
imitaton of Hippodoiiiua, who, it leenii, waa the first miter on the lubject of 
goTemment, mthout being pertooally concerned in the admin iitration of it. 
He then ipenka with Itecoming and wonn admiration of Cicero, and enumeratea 
the political worka of that writer whidi hare come down to u* — thoae whidi 
were written by him, but are now loit — and thote which he intended to draw 
up at the request of Atticui. 

Bellenden next publiihed a treatiie, formed like the foregoing from detached 
pouagei in Cicero, regarding the duties of the coniut, lenalor, find senate among 
the Romans. It waa entitled, " Ciceronis Consul, Senator, Populuique Romanus : 
illuatrntua public! obserratione juris, gnTissimi usus diadpljui, administiandi 
tenipernta rotione ; notatis inctinationibus temponun in Hep. et actis rerum in 
Senatu : qua a Ciceroniana nondum edita profluxere meinoria, nnnorum nccx. 
congetta in libros sn, De statu rerum Homsnonun undo jam manavit Ciceronis 
Princeps, dignus habitus suiomonim lectione principum." Bellenden has here 
■boHD, not only the duties of a senator, or statesman, but upon what basis the 
ri^ta of a free but jealoua people are erected, and the hallowed care those in. 
ttitutions demand, which hare descended to us from our ancestors. Thli work 
wns published at Paris, in I6I2, and like the iVvmer, was dedicated to Henry, 
Prince of Wales. On the title page, the author is termed " Magister Supplicum 
Libell<»wn nugusU Regii Magna Britannia;" from which it would appear that 
either there ii a mistake in destribing him as Master of Requests to the King of 
Scotland, or he must have been subsequently preferred Ut the same office for 
Great Britain. The office, since he resided at Fori*, must hnTe been a sinecure, 
and was probably giren to him as n means of sustaining him in lilernry leisure. 

Tlie next work of Bellenden was entitled, " De Statu Prisci Oibis, jn Reli- 
gione. Be Folitica, et Literis, liber unus." It was printed, but may scarcely be 
described as published, in 1G16. Ttiis is Die most original of Bellenden's wmks. 
The expresdont and seutinienls ore all his own, excepting the quotations which 
lie take* occasion to introduce from his fnTourite Cicero. In this work he has 
" brought to light, from the most remote antiquity, many fads which hnd been 
buried in oblivion. Whatever relate* to Ihe discipline of the Persians and 
K^gyplinns, whidi wns obacure in itselt; and very variously dispersed, he hn* care- 
1 Far;^ Frefkce lo Billcndeiiiu. 
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fully collected, placed in oue uiiifomi point or Tiew, and poliihed mth dilig^ent 
MUtanoL In n luaoner tin nuM plaio nnd tntiifactory, he ha* described the 
tint origin of itnte*, tbeir progreaive poLtical mdnmues, and how tltey diflbred 
from uwh other. Tboee fiibuloui inreotioni with which Greece hai encumbered 
hiitory, he explnins and refiitei. Philoeophy own him much. He hu confuted 
All thoM BytteDM whidi were wild and extrBTOgant, and ranaored Ihe difficultie* 
From Huji u were in their operation fubserrieiit to religioui ^uety. But he bu 
in particular confinned and dignified with every anittance of aolid argument 
vrhaterer tended to cerre the great truthi vt rerelation. Much, howerer, m he 
ba* been involred in the gloom of andent time*, he in no uie initance awumet 
the (Jtzimctar of a odd unfeeling antiquary j he nerer employi hii talenti upon 
those intricate Mid melen queftioni in endearouring to explain which many 
hickleN and idle theologMla tonmenl thcoeaelrei and lose their labour. The style 
of Balleiidenui, in thie pertmaaooe, i« peiepicuoui, and elegant without aAeiia- 
tion. The dilArent parlt of the worii are so well and so judidously dupoeed, 
tliat we meet with nothing hanh and dlMonant, no awkward interval or inter- 
ruption, nothing placed where it oi^t not to reoudn."' 

All then three worlu — namely, the " Princep^" the " ConMil," and flie " De 
Statu Pr)*ci Orbii," were republi^ied in 1616, la a united form, nndei Ihe ge- 
neral title, " Dm Statu, Lpbu Tbm." Prince Henry being now dead, die whole 
wofk was dedicated anew to his lorTinng brother Chorlea ; a circumstance which 
afibrded the (uithor an oppoftunity of paying an ingenioua conipliinent to Ihe 
lattn {vinoe: 

- — Una anilsD mm dsfliiit altar, 
Aanwi, flt limill frondeecit virga metoDe. 
Of the jwtneM of Ihla eulogy the politidan may hare some douU, but Ihe man 
of fseling will be cnptirated by ita elegance and patboo. 

The lost work which Betlenden himself publithed ii of rery smtill extent, coD- 
■iithig merely of two abort poems : " Caroli Primi et Henricai MariK, Begii et 
U^me Magnte Britannin," tie. " Epithalamium ; et in Ipsas augustiaiiiuw 
DUptioi, Panegyricmn Carmen et Ellt^a." Paris, 16711, 4ta It would appear 
ttuit Bellenden did not foon forget the kind patronage wbii^ he had experienced 
fnan King James, but tranArred hit gratitude, with his loyalty, to the descen- 
dants of that prince. This is the only known apedmen of Belienden's efToHs in 
poetry. 

llie "De 8latti,Lltni Trss," which perhape were nerer very extensively di£ 
fuwd, hod latterly become w extronely scarce, as only to be known by name to 
the meet of tdMlim. From this obscurity, the work wm rescued in 17ST, by 
Dr Samuel Parr, the most eminent British Latiniit of modem times. Dr Parr 
repabUdied It in an elegant form, with a preface, which, though embracing 
a aii^ulor jumble of subjects, and not free from the diarge of pedantry, Is justly 
looked upon as one of the most admirable specimens of modem Latin which we 
posnsL lailatiRg the example of Bellendenus, who pi«(ized a dedication to 
each of his three books, the loomed editor insaibed them anew to three great 
men of ntodem times, Edward Burke, Lmd Nmth, and Charies James Fox, who 
were then the leaden of his own party in British politics. In the preface, he 
introduced a high olleginicBl eulogy upon these statesmen, which was admired 
as a eingularty nemMie piece of cMiipoeition, though there were, of coutM, diffe- 
rent opinloni n* to the justness of the pnn^yric He also expoeed Ihe plagiary 
whidi Uiddleton, in cinnposing his "life of Cicero," had committed upon the 
^lendid s((H«a of Bellenden. 

While BeUenden was employed In writing his tripartite woric, " De Stetu," be 
, * Parr^ Prelace ,„ 
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ial Cicero cooniuitly before hfm. " His irumeBt aUadiment, and increa«iaK 
■dminUioD," to quote the vrordi of Dr Parr, "nere necenuily attracted to the 
character whoM writiagi irare the object of faia unremitdQg attention ; whow 
exprMaioni wera ai familiar to him u poaiible ; and nhoee Taiioui and profound 
learning occupied all the facultiei of hia louL" He now eotamenoed ■ (till mora 
extaniire and laborious cento of the writings of the Roman orator, which he 
concluded in sixteen books, and irtiich, with the addition of similar centoes of 
the writings of Seneca and Pliny the Elder, was lo bear the name, " De Tribua 
Luminibiu Romanonim." The Ciceronian cento, the only one he lired to con»- 
plete, ii justly considered a moat extraordinary perfonnance. By an exertion 
of fictitious machinery, akin to the modem historical romance, Cicero is Intro- 
duced as if he had apoken or written the whole from beginning to end. The 
first (eren book* gire a lery concise abilract of the Roman history, from the 
romdMion of the city, to the 64Tth year, in which he wa« bom. Then he be- 
comea more particular in the account of hia own times, and enlarges rery fully 
on all that happened after hia fint appearance in public buainen. He giree an 
account of the OHNt remaritable of his orations and epiKlea, and the occssiDni on 
which Ibey were written, at obo of nidi of his philosophicat works as hare come 
down to us, and of some other piece* that are now lost, ending with a letter he 
Is suppoaad to hare written to Octarianu*, afterwards named Auguatus, whidi let- 
ter, bowarer, it luppoeed to be spurioua. There cannot be a mot* complete 
hiitory of the lifo of Qcero, or of the tumultuous time* in which he lived, than 
Ihi* woric, all of which, by an exquiuU ingenuity, is so laithMly compiled front 
the known woriu of the orator, that probably there is not in the whole book a 
single exprenlon, periiaps not a single word, which is not to be found in that 
great storehouse of philoaophical eloquence. Nor is there any iucoberenoe or 
Bwkwardneaa in thi* le-arrangement of Cicero's language ; but, on the contrary, 
the matter flows a* gracefully as in the original " Whsterer we find," says 
Parr, in the diflerent writiogs of Cicero, elegantly expr««ed, or acutely con- 
ceived, Bellendenui ha* not only collectod in one view, but elucidated in the 
dearest manner. He, therefore, who peruses this perfwrnance with the altontion 
which it merits, will poetei* all the Ireasurea of antiquity, all the energy of the 
mightiest examples. He will obtain on adequate knowledge of the Roman law, 
and (yitem of juriiprudence, and may draw, as from an inexhauatible source, an 
abundance of expresajona, the most exquisite in their kind." In the opinion of 
another critic,' it ii inconceivable that Bellenden could have nmipoted thi* sin- 
gular work, without baring the whole of the writing* of Cicero, and all the col- 
lateral authorities, in his mind at once, as it must have been quite impowble to 
perform such a task by turning over the leaves of the hooka, in «rdet to find the 
different expiea*ions *uited to the varioua occaaiona where they were required. 

After the death of Dellenden, the date of which it only known to have been 
potteriOT to 1 6S5, the manuao-ipt of his great woik fell into the hands of one 
Touasaint du Bray, who printed it at Pari* in 1631, or 1634, and dedicated it 
to King Charies I, of Great Britain. It is alleged tbot the principal part of 
the imprsMion, about a thousand copies, was shipped for tale in Britain, and 
was loit on the passage, $o that only a few copies survived. The work therefwe 
fell Bt once into obscurity, and in a few years was scarcely known to exist. One 
copy baring found its way to the Cambridge University lihrarj-, foU into the 
hands of Conyen Middleton, the keeper of that institution, who seems to have 
adopted the idea of making it the ground-work for a Life of Cicero under fait 

< The late Eatl of Buchan, who bad the sitraordlniry fortune to waaat ■ oopy of this 
rare book. " 
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plagium whidi modsni tinea hare witnaued. The mnk of Middletan at once 
attained to great repubtion, and diiefly (hrang^ that ikUfiil arrangeinent of the 
inidngi of the orator himwl^ which Bellenden had prorided to hii band^ The 
Uieft wM Gnt denounced by Warton, and nibaequeotly made clear by Dr Pur, 
in hii preface to the •' De Statu.*' Aa the latter gentleman was pepoMOMed in 
fsTOUT of both the literary and political chanOer of Middleton, the temii in 
which be ipealu of the theft are entitled to the more wei^L He commence! 
hij ezpouze in the following- itrsio of tender apology, which we quote in the 
original, on account of its extraordiBary beauty ; for we know not Uiat e»en (he 
writdnga of Tully exhibit periods moi« bannoiitou*, or that the human ear hai 
hitherto been gratified with a mora enchanting iweetueu of language : 

" Littem fueiunt Middletono, non ralgaiot has et quotidians, led uberrimn et 
msxinie exquifita, Fuit judidum nibtile limalunique. Teretea et i«ligiiwB fuer- 
unt auna. Stylui eat ejiu ita puius ac niaTii, ita lalebrii line ullii profluena 
quiddam at canonun habet, numeroi ut rideatur complecd, qaale* in alio quopiam, 
prater Additonum, fiuitra quKsiverii. Animum fuine ejiudem parum candidum 
— -=--- id ....... ... 



'* Hiddleton wai a man of no common atlainmento ; hii learning wm elegant 
and profound, hii judgment acute and polithed ; he had a fine and correct taste ; 
and hii ityle wm so pure and lo hanooiuoai, ao Tigwouily flowing without being 
inflated, that, Addiaon alone excepted, he uenu to be without a riroL Ai to 
hi* nuud, I am compelled with grief and reluctance to coufHi, it wai neither in- 
genuoua nor MthfiiL 

"Of the faJth of any man, in matter* of religion,' I preaunu not to fpeak 
with asperity or anger: yet I am rehemently ditpleaaed that a man poe- 
aemn d of an elegant and enlightened mind, ihould depriTe Bellenden of the &ine 
he nerilod. For 1 astert, in the moat unqualified terms, that Middleton is not 
only ijidebted to Bellenden for many uieM and splendid materials, hut that, 
whererar it answered bis purpose, be has made a mere tranaoript of hia woric 
He redded at Cambridge, where he ponessed all the adranlages which that uni* 
renity and all its raluable libraries aiToid, to make collections fw bis undertak- 
ing. Yet did the man who proposed a system for the regulation of a unirertity 
library, posuss the writings of Bellenden, Bnticipating all that he profened to 
accomplish. I cannot deny but that be make* some allusion to thia particular 
woik of Bellendenus in hJi preface, although in a very dark and myiterioui 
mannur; particularly where he speaks of the histtoy of those times, which, who- 
erer wishee to undentaud minutely, bos only to peruse Cicero's Epistle* with at- 
tention i of the tedioumess of being obliged to peruse Cicero^ works two or 
{ three timea orer ; of the care and trouble of consorting for future use variout 
; paMagea scattered diroi^ the different rolumes ; and, above all, of the Tcry 
I woida of Cicero, iriiidi give a lustre and authority to a sentiment, when woren 

originally into the text 
! " To conclude tbe phole — whaterer Middleton ostentstiouily dedarea it to 
I be his wish and his duty to do, had been already done to his hands, faithfully 
I and skilfully by Bellendenus, from the beginning to the end of the woik I» 
I It is impoadble to dismiss the life and singular writings of William Bellenden, 
without a paaing expicvion of regret, that so much ingenuity, so much learning, 
I so much labour, may be expended, without producing even the remuneration of 
I a name — fcr Bellenden, to use a phrase of Buchanan, is a UgfU rather than a 
! tuaae, Hislait wok extended to 834 pages in folio, and he contemplated oOier 
two of sinular size, and equal labour. Yet all this was so flitile, that the rery 
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■text ipenvBtioa of hii own oountrymen do not appear to biM known that wdi 
B nun ever exuted. Etmi after aU the can of bibUogmphen and othen, trfaidi 
has Mudted out tlie few ftcU embnoed by thit imperfoct nanatiTe, the mhm of 
Bellenden u only known in connexion with certain worica, whiiii an, it ii Inie, 
reimttd to be admirable of Ibtii kind, but, fv erery practical purpoae, an 
almoW a« entiTely lort to the wcrid at large, a* Ihoaa libri ptrditi at Cioera, 
wbick be hu fainvelf alluded to widi bd mudi i^fret Nor can BdhndaB be ; 
deainbed ai a man defrauded by draraMtaiicaa of Hurt fiune wfaidi fonm ai 
the beet motire and the beat rewaid 4rf Utentora. He muit have writtai 
but rery tlei»der bopM «f lopntatioa dmagh the Mediui of the prea. 1 
become! a onriiMM aubject of ipecolation, that ao mudt pain* riiould baia been 
beitowed lAera tfaera waa lo little proepect of its B^eotinf oredit or profit upon 
the Ubourar. And yet this leom to be ndier in coiwequeitae oC than in defi- 
anoe to the want of each Umplation. Hie wori<a of the ai ' ' ' 
(en when tbera waa do lehicle but maouKoipta for tfaeur cu 
■mall drde in wbidi they oould be appreciated, are, of all li 
the nHMt carefully elaborated : tboae of tbe age when printiug waa in ita inbncy, 
ancfa ai tbe works of Bellenden Bod other great Tatinirti, are only a degree in- 
ferior in aocuraey aod Gniih ; wbile tbew latter time*, m remariuble for tbe & 
cility with wfaidi tbe worin of men of geoiua are diftiued, have ^oduoed hardly 
a aing-le w(^, whidi can be pointed to aa a perfect ipedoMn of caiefiil work* 
manihip and fnnltleei taite. Tben ia ■ometiiiiif not ungratiiying in this reflao- 
tioD ; it aeemt to atone to tbe great nemoriea of the pait, for tbe imperfect re- 
warda wfaidi they enjoyed in liiit or in fame. If we could luppcaB that the lofty 
^irila wfao onoa brightened tbe luMi« ol knowledge and literature, and died 
without any conlamporary praiae, itill lode down frca Iheir ipberaa upon the 
prennt WM4d, it would gratify the mtaal faoultiei le think of tbe pleaaure vrtikb 
they muit hare, in oontempl^ng their half-EorgoUan but uaaurpMMd laboun, 
and in knowing that men yet loA bade to them aa the gianti of old who hare 
■eft no deeoendHitf in tbe Und. Tbua «*«n die aipirate " name " of Bellenden, 
wfaidi almoat teemt oa if ft hod nerer had a mortal man attadied to it, miglH 
reap a rtiadowy joy bvat Ibe pwaant humble effoR to render it die jiMtice iriudi 
haa been lo long withheld. 

BERNARD, made abbot of Abetbrothirk in 1303, and the fint dtanoeUw ot 
king Robert Biuoe after liia aaumpticD of tbe ctowd in tJOe, dinaiM a place 
in thia work, aa tbe uppoeed writer of that ipiriled remonitnuwa whidi the Soot- 
tiifa nobility and barona Iraiiaaittnd, in 1318, to tbe Boman pontUT, aMarting 
tbe Independency of their oounffy. He held the great aeal till bii deaA in 
1997. Crawford wppoae* that hia «nmame waa Untoo. 

BERRY, WiLUui, ta ingenioiM nr^t, waa b«»n about the yMr 1730, and 
bied to the buiinem of a aeol-eagTftTer. After aerring an appiwitiMdiip mder 
a Mr Proctw at Edinbui^h, be oDnnnenoed buiineai tint himaelf in that dty, and 
loon became diadnguiihed for the eleganee of lui deaigna, and ibe cleameei and 
■harpnem of hia mode of cutting. At tfaii time the bunneai of a atoD»«ngrai«r 
in the Seottiih capital waa confined to the cutting of ordinary leab, and the moat 
elaborate woik of thi» kind which they undertoc^, waa tliat of engrnTing the 
ormraial bearingi of the nobility. Mr Beirya riewa were for aereial ywua ooo- 
fined to thit coounon drudgery of fall art ; but, byftndyingaome ancient enta^oi, 
he at length conceired the deaign of renturing into that higher walk, which 
might be taid to bear die eame relation to Mal-engraiing, irtuch hiatoiifuJ paint- 
ing doea to portniit.painting. The Mbjectbeduwe for hii fint eaay w*f ahead 
of Sir liano Newton, wfaich he execnted with ludi [weciaion and delicacy, at 
atfonidied all lAm had an opportunii; of obMrring it Hie modeity of Mr 
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B«iTy psnnitted him to ciiiui|;ii dti* gem to 0te haiMh at ft fti«nd In a mdnd 
fitiiati<m of lifa, lAo had hw opporttmitiM of ihowing it to otho*. Ho roumeil 
hii wcmted diudger;, ntiified, w« may wppow, wiA that lecret c<niicioUHiM3 
<rf triumphant exortion, iriiich, to lonm abftractod mindi, ii not to be fncreaMd, 
bnt rather ipoilt, by the applante of the munitisted multitode. For many yean 
thii ingeniou* man " narromd hij mind " to the euttrng- of heraldic Malt, while 
in reaUty, be nuut baie known that hii geniu* fitted him fiv a competition witi 
dM higfaeit trirnnj^ vll Italian §rti When he wai occanonaDy aiked to under- 
take aomewfaat Oner wcric, he generally fotmd that, thoi^ he only demanded 
periiapi half die money whldi he could haTO earned in humbler woric during the 
nme vpaco of time, yet eren tiiat wai gmdged by hii employeia ; and he there- 
fere found that mei« coniideraticma of wtuidly prudence demanded hit almoat 
exdudre attention to fite ordinary walk of hii profenion. 

NevertheleM, in the oourte of a few yean, the Inqpulae of geniui n far oi«r>> 
canM hii Kiuplei, diat he executed Tsrioui headi, any one of which would haro 
been (ufficient to enaure him fame among jndgei ot excaOenoe in thii depart- 
ment of ait Among ihsM were headi ot Thcmuon, author of " the Seaioniin 
Hary Queen of Scoti, Oliver Cromwell, Jnlini Csaar, a young Herculei, and Mr 
HamiltcH) gf Bangour, the well-known poet Of tbete only two were copie* from 
the antique ; and they weie axecated in the lineetityle of ihoae celebrated ento- 
glioa. lite young Herculea, in particular, ponened an unaffected plain umpU- 
city, a union of youthful innocence with otrength and dignity, which ilzuc'c 
erery beholder aa meet appropriate to that mythological pertona^, while it wai, 
at the lame time, the most difficult of all exprenioni to be hit offby the faithful 
imitator (rf nature. Aa an actor findi it much len difficult to imitate any extis- 
Tagant violence of character, than to represent, wiA trutli and penpicuity, the 
elegant ean of Qie gentleman ; so the painter can mucli more easily delineate 
the most violent contortioni of coontenanoe, than that pladd lerenity, to exprea 
which require* a nice diicriminatlon of sudi infinitely mull degrees i^ variation 
in certain llneMtieDta. at totally elude the observation of men, on whose mindt 
nature hai not ImpreMod, with her irreustible hand, that exquiiite perceptive 
faculty, which conidtutei the esienoe of genius in the fine arte. 

Berry posweied thii perceptive faculty to a degree which almoat proved an 
obitrucdon, rather than a help, in hit professional career. In hii beit perfram- 
ances, he himielf remarked defects whidi no one else perceived, and which be 
believed might have been overcome by greater exertion, if for that greater exer- 
tion he could have spared the neoe«ary time. Thus, while othen applauded his 
entaglios, he looked upon them with a moibid fbeling of vexation, arinng from 
the sense of tJiat single which hi* immolate penmial wonla ccmttantly main- 
tained with the nobler impulses of ait, and to whidi his ntuation in the world 
promised no ipeedy oowition. This gave him an aversion to the higlier depart- 
ment of hia art, which, though Indulged to hii own temporary comfort, and the 
advantage of his family, wat most uufoitnnato finr Ibe world. 

In spite of every disadvantage, die wc^u of Mr Berry, few at they were in 
number, beesme gradually known in society at large ; and some of his pieces 
were even brought into CMnpetition, by some distinguislied cognoscenti, with 
those of Piocler at Rome, who had hitherto been the unapproadied aoverelgn at 
this department of ttie arts. Although the experience of Piccler was that of a 
constant prnctitioDer, while Hr Berry had only attempted a few pieces at long 
intervals in the conisB of a laborious life ; although ttie former lived in a country 
where every artificial object was attuned to the prindples of art, while Mr Berry 
was reared in a soil remarkable fhr die abaeoce of all such advantages ; the Infr 
ter was by many good judges placed above his Italian oontempwary. The r^ 
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tp«ctiT« worid of itw two artim wen mil known to eadi othn ; knd eacfa do- 
clared, with that manly ingenuoutneM, whicb iwj high ganiui alone can coo- 
(m on the human mind, that tlie other was greatljr fait tuporior. 

Mr Berry poMeewd not tnerely Ihs ait oT imitating burta n figum let bafbre 
him, in whicb he could obaerre and copy iha prominonce or depremion of the 
poita : but he pomoMed a faculty which pieiuppoaea a mudi nicer dimimination - 
that of being ^le to eiecul« a figure in relievo, with i>erfect jiutue« in all ita 
part*, which wai copied from a painting or drawing upon a flat lurfaoe. Thii 
wai biriy put to the teat in the bead be executed of Hamilton of Bai^our, 
lliat gentleman had been dead lereral yeu«, when bis relation* wiabed to hare 
a bead of him ez«cul«d by Berry. The aitiit had himMlf nerer leen Mr Ham- 
ilton, and there remained no picture of him but an imperfect iketch, whidi wsa 
by no meana a ttriking likeneu Thia waa put into dbe hand« of Mr Beiry, by 
a peiaon who bad known the deoented poet, and who pointed out the defecta of 
the letemblance in the beat way that wordi can be made to correct thingi of thu 
nature ; and from Ihii picture, with the ideai that Mr Beny bod imbibed from 
the MHTecUona, ho made a head, which erery one iriio knew Mr Hamilton, al- 
lowed to be one of the matt perfect likenene* that could be wiihed for. In 
thii, aa in all hii woilu, there wai a convctneu iu the outline, and a Kuth and 
delicacy in the exprenion of the featurea, highly emuloua of the beat antiquea ; 
which were, indeed, the modeli on which he formed bU taite. 

Ihe whole number of head) executed by Mr Berry did not exceed a donn; 
but, beaidet theie, he executed lome full-length figures of both men and animala, 
in hii cuilomary atyle of elegance. That attention, liowerer, to the interest* of 
a numeroua family, which a man of lound prindptei, ai Mr Berry waa, could 
nerer allow himaelf to loae light of, made him forego dioaa agreeable exertiona, 
for the more lucratire, though lea pleailng employment, of cutting heraldic aeali, 
whidi may be laid to bate been hia conatant employment &om morning to night, 
for forty yean together, with an aiuduity that almoat aurpanea belief In thii 
department, he waa, without diipute, the Snt artist of hii time ; but sren here, 
that modetty which waa lO peculiarly hia own, and that invariable deiire of gir- 
ing perfectian to erery thing be put out of hia band, preTBOted him &om drawing 
auch emolumenta frMn hia laboun ai they deaerred. Of thii the following aueo- 
dute will terre ai an illuitration, and si an additional loitimany ctf hia rery great 
ikill. Henry, Duke of Bticcleiieh, on wcceedlng to bit title and ettatea, waa 
denroDi of baring a leal cut, with hia armt properly blazoued upon it But, ai 
there wer« no fewer than thiriy'two compaitmenta in the ihield, which nsa of 
neceaity conlined to a very imall ipace, lo ai to leave room for the lupporten 
and other omamenla, within the compaa of a wai of ordinary aize, he found it 
a matter of great difficulty to get it executed. Though a native <^ Scotland 
himself, the noble Duke bad no idea that there waa a man of Gnt-rate eminence 
in thii art in Edinburgh ; and accordingly he had applied to (he l>eit leal-en' 
graven in London and Parii, all of whom declared it to be beyond (heir power. 
At thii tune, Berry wai mentioned to him, with such powerful recoouaendationi, 
that he waa induced to pay hint a Ti«t, and found him, as uiual, seated at hii 
wheel The gentleman who had mentioned Mr Berry'i name to the Duke, 
acoompanied him on his visit. This penon, without introducing the Duke, 
ibowed Mr Berry the impression of a seal uhich the Duchess-dowager had got 
cut« good many yean betbre by a Jew in Londcoi, now dead, and whidi bad 
been shown (o othen aa a pattern ; asking him if he irould cut a seal the same 
as that. After examining it a little, Mr Barry answered readily, that he would. 
Itie Duke, at once pleased and astonished, exclaimed, "Will you, indeedr' 
Hr Berry, who thouf;ht that this implied some doubt of bis ability to perfotm 
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what hn undeitoi)^ wu ■ little piqued, sad tUTDing round l« the Dake, nlioni 
he had Derer before eeea, be uid, ** Ym, Sir ; if I jo not make a better leal 
than thii, I will durge no pajrntent for it.*' The Duke, hi^ly pleaMd, left: the 
pattern with Mr B«ny, aod weot away. The original contained, indeed, tbe 
varioui dericee of tbe thirty-two cotopartmenti diatinctly enougli ta be leen ; but 
none of the ooloon wen ezpreMed. Mr Berry, in proper time, finldied the 
•eal ; on whicii the figurta were not only done wiOi (uperior elegance, but the 
coloun on erery part lo dittinctly ntarited that a painter could delineate the 
whole, oi a herald blaMn it, with perfect accuracy. For thit extnwrdinary and 
mart ingenioua labour, he chai|^ no mora than thirty-two gnineai, thou^ the 
pattern leal hod ooit '■erenty-liTe. Tlnn it waa, that, though ponened of talent! 
unequalled in their kind, at leait in Britain, and aiiiduity not to be futpaMed, — 
obaerring at tbe mum time the ttiicteet economy in hii domeatic arrangements- 
Mr Betry died at laM, in cireumatanoea far from affluent, June 3d, 1783, in the 
fifty-third year of bii age, lesring a numeroni faintly of children. It had been 
the lot of thii ing;eniont man, to toil unceoaingly for a whole life, without obtain- 
ing any other raword than the common boon of mem MibaiMence, while hit abili- 
tiea, in another iphere, or in an age more qualified to appreciate and employ 
them, might hare enisled him to Utain at once to fiune and fortane in a rery 
few yeara. Hii art, it may be remariced, hai made no particular pn^ien jn 
Scotland, in conaequence of hi* example. The geniui ^ Berry waa lolitary, 
both in reepect of place and time, and hat nerer been riralled by any other of 
hii eoanbymeiL It ouut be recorded, to the honour of Ihi* unrequited geniui, 
that hi* diaracter in priratc life wai ai andable and tmanuming aa Ua talent* 
were great ; and (hat hia conduct on all oocadoni wai ruled by tbe ibricteat prin- 
ciple* of honour and integrity. 

BINNING, HuaH, an extraordinary initsnce of prvoocioaa learning and genuu^ 
wai the Mw of John Binning of DalTcnnan, a landed gentkman of Aynhire. 
He appear* to hare been bom about the year 1647. In.hia earileat year* he 
eutib^pped all hi* •euiori in Ae acquivtion of Latin. At Gloigow college, which 
he entered in hi* fourteenth year, he diitingtudied himielf rery highly in philo- 
aophy. What waa to otfaen only gained by hard *ludy, wemed to be intuitirely 
known by Binning. Afler takiDg the degree of Mscter of Aria, he began to 
atudy for the church. When Mr Jam«a Dalrjmple, afterward* Lord Stair, racated 
the chair of philoaophy so, Glaagow, Binning, though not yet nineteen, stood n 
competitor with lome men of gnT«r year* and jery respectable acquiiement*, 
and gained the object of hi* ambidon by the pure force of merit. Iliough un- 
prepared for enleringupon hi* jlutie*, no deficiency na* remarked. He wai one 
of die fint in Scotland to reform phiioiophy from the borbarou* jargon of the 
*chool*. 'A'hile fulfilling the dutie* of hit <^air in the moit aatisfactory manner, 
he cotUinned hi* study <f theology, and a Tacancy occurring in the church of 
Goran, near Glaagow, be receired a call to be it* mini*ter. Here he married 
Barbara SimpioD, the daughter of a preabyterian clergyman in Ireland. A* a 
preacher, Mr Binning>s fame was very great : hii knowledge «a* eztenuTe, and 
there wa* a ferrour in hit eloquence which bore away the heart* of hi* c(»igr<^a- 
tion, B* it were, to hearen. At the diiiaion of the church into Resolutlonen 
and Proteriere, he took the latter and more sealou* tide, but yet was too full oi 
rirtuoua and benerolent feeling to be a liolent partjsm. In order to heal the 
difterence a* mudi at pouible, he wrote a Ireatlie on Christian lore. When 
Olirer CnmweU came to Glaigow, he earned a dispute to be held between hia 
own independent clergymen, and the Scottiih preibyterian miniaten. Binning 
haring nonplussed hit opponent*, Cromwell asked the name of " that bold young 
man." On being told that he waa called Mr Hugh Binning, the sectarian gene- 
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ral »id, " Ho hath bound inU, iodmd, but •' (clapping hia hand upon hli nniid,) 
" ihia will looM all (gain." lliia exoeUent young pnacbar died of onaMuaftioit, 
IS S3, in hii twAOty-iixlli fear, l«a¥ing b«hind him a nputaliaD for piety, tip- 
UM, and kaming, audi aa hai rarely been attained by any indiridual undK that 
Bga, Heaidea bii treadK on Chriitian love, he «toU many miaceUaiwoui pieeM^ 
of a pioui nature, which were publiibed, in 1733, io oae rolune quartOb A 
(election &om tbeee, under the title of " Erangelical Beauliea of Hugh Bianiaf ," 
appeared in 1S39, with a memoir of the author by the Be* John Brown of 
WhitbunL 

BISSAT, OB B1S3ART, Pnw, pmbmae of the Canon Law ia the UniTeiwIf 
of BoDoois, waa bam in Fife in the reign <rf' Jama* V., bein^ a deaoandMit of 
Thomaa Biawt, w Biuait, who waa Earl of Fife in the reign of Darid IL He 
reoeired iutruction* in grammar, ^lUoaophy, and the lawa, at the Uftinnity of 
St Andrawa, and afterward* perfected hia education at that of Faria. Maring 
then trsTetled into Italy, ha wa* honoured by the UniTenity of Bononia with 
the degree of Doctor of Law*, and ahortly after became profMior of the Cantm 
Law in that aeminary, in which aituation he oontiniwd for (eTeral yean, " widi 
great applauMu" 

BiMat appear* to hare been a man of g«iMMl aocompliihment— « poet, an 
orat4w, and a phUoaopher ; but hia forte lay in the Canon Law. Hi* varioiB 
writing* were pubUahed at Venice In L5S5, in quarto, under the titla, " Pattieii 
Bi**arti Opera Omnia;, pit, Poemata, Ontionaa, Leetiwiea Farialea, et Liber da 
Irregularitate." The laat of thaae oonipoaitMni wa* a commantary na that part 
of the Canon Law which give* the reaiont aaugned by the Churdi «f Rome Um 
exdudiniT certain laymaa from the clergy.' filiaat died in the latter part of iha 
year ISSa. 

BISSET, Qualm, an ingeoion* )>hy*idan and writer on Fortification, waa 
bom at GlenalbeH, near Donkeld, in the year 1717. It Ii alone known, re. 
garding hi* parantag*, that hia father waa a lawyer of aome eminenoe, and a 
diitingtdihed I^ti"irt, After a eoune of nwdicnl ahidie* at Edinburgh, be waa 
appointed. In 1740, (aoond nirgeon o£ the Military Hoqiilat in Jamaica, and 
apent aereral yaara in the We*t India lalanda, and in Admiral Vemoni fleet, In 

. may b« Intarvtlng to tha BriUili rsad«r, 

., , _. ^ ja or the CathoHG Cbereh. Tba prlmltJra 

ChiiHian^ In admitting tk» dargy, gtMTTH] exactly Ifaa rulo MA Aura by 81 Paol In the 
fint qdMie to Timothy. Yet •onuOm^ a* we 1mm from St Cyprian, at the pitmiiig In- 
ttaDceortliapaopla,per*oiiaaf noted in*rit, who TofHMdthRHiglibunilllty, wtra cam^itd 
to enter. By the onoiM^ howerer, a mas requlrod Is ba a daeeon befttra he cMld be ■ print, 
and a priM before he eoald be a bWbop. It waa a geneial principle of the ehorcb, that tha 
denyahould be cinawi from the rooM boly of tba laity, aiuL durefonL all llablg ti 

L ,- .L-,. „ J . idudftd: Agr^""-' ■-'- --'—'-' 

/■houMI 

the fim coundl of Nioa Bxdadsd ell tboae, ipMiaadly, . _ ...., „___^ 

'* rt of cilnia, inch ai barmy, homidda, or adultery ; nor waa penance any |wllie. 



prHch In thalr Urea and conTanaltona, ware aiduded. Agreeably to lU* prindpla, wblch 
Hgrnwl with tha li^anotion of 8t Faai, tluA they ahould ba Uamalem and wlttaoot npnwch, 
"-e firR coundl of Nioa axdadad ell tboaa^ apadfiolly, who^ afler bapdiM, had bean (uilly 
any aort of cilnia, inch aa barmy, homidda, or adultery ; nor waa panenea any |wllie. 
.. ra,aeriDg that the memory of the oOencaalwan ramolnadi while It waa to be npeded 
Uiai thoae who** llTaa ware wHhaat ataln aboold ha preftrrad to thoaa who had Mien. Thua 
■Upanona whahadpertbrmadpenaneewBNexdndad. Thaea aim were doomed inmter, 
and not entiUod Io admittance who bad klUad any param, by aeddent or In aaU-dafwio^ 
orwhobadbamaaimiarenlnajaal war; who had twice nwrriad, or nurrfed a widow j 
or who engaged niDch In w^ridlyaOUn; aU of whldi drcnmatancaa ware held aadanaadng 
Id Bomo degree from the necaamry partly ef Ike bdlTiduaL The only other maid aaqea- 
Ufieation waa Ignonuwa i the pfaydml diaqualtfieationa were almoat equally uaaMioaa. All 
deaf, dumb, ar UInd paraona ware oKdndad, aa aoablo lc parfbrm their fundJona In a pro- 
per manner. All penon* who wara lame, or had any defoiml^ caknlatad to oratfe an 
nardon In Itae people, wore dedared nnflt for ordeia. Mailne** and aalf-mnlUBtton were 
diaqnallficallona. All panon* bom out of wedlodi were excluded, becaua^ howerer Inno- 
cent the IndlTldnal in Eia own pereon, the aaaodatlom whldi the dght of them waa alcn- 
laled to awaken, were not ItaraaraUe to viitne. SkToa, aaiTBiile, children, and BeaaMIe 
daigy without tha omaant of ihtlr aapariora^ were aadided. 
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ord«r to beomna aofuainlad with the diwaMa «f the totrid aone. The |ihysiciaii 
who itudles new and iocil fonni of diwMe, wiUi Ihoir sjinptomi, and natural 
«nd ao r i dtin tel tenBiaationi, whatSTOr nuy be hU iuccom ai a medical practt 
tionor, nwj jiutly b« laid to perfwm good Mrrice to hU kind. Hia obferrationa 
afe BOl of leM ralue tluw tboee of the cautioua and ezimrt nuTigator, who i 
•aarchea and daKribaa ifaomi hitbmo unknowiL But, while tbw leekiiig (o arert < 
diw*M froBi otben, O: Bi«et bewme himaelf liable to iU raTagea. Having, in | 
1715, imMraeted ill health at Greenwidi in Jaawica, ha wai under the necaacitr j 
of rangtiing hii litiuUiaa aa aaoond mrgean, in order to tatom to Britain. In | 
May, 1746, ha puidiaMd as eneigDcy in the 49nd (Highland) raiment, lo wall 
known for a long Oain of military gloriei; and irtiiiji waa then oommaiided by : 
ImwA John Humj. By thi* tranaition, hii attention wac turned £rom the medi- i 
cal to the military profeadon, and fortification became hii farourita rtudy, AAac | 
a foiitlaM deaoant on the ooatt of Brittany in September, 1748, and pMung a . 
wintar at Limarick in Inland, tiie lagiraent wai, in the bc^nning of naxl cam- 
paign, brou^t into action at Sandberg, near Hulpt, in Dutch Flandan, wbwa I 
WW Dutch and two EDgtkk lagimanta luflbrad rery aaTeialy. Here Dr Bivet ! 
employed Umidf in drawing ■ dceteh oTtbe enewy'i approM^ua, and acme titaa j 
after, in another of Beigan^^-ZooDi, with the penaanent linea, the enriron^ 
md the e w aM y la fint panUel ; whidi wan preeenlad by hii clonal to the Duka 



of Cumberiand, die oon 



ndw 



i-cfaieC Hm Duka wai ao much plaaied with 



theM ipadmaN of Dr ffiMeC* nililary knoiriadga, that ha ordered him 
the tiaga of Bargen-op-ZMMB, and gire due attmtion daily lo the pn^reai of 
both the altadt and the daftoca, in order to form a journal of the wbola pn>< 
oeedingA Thia diatinguUted duty Dr BiMet imdartook with a modeat reluo- 
lanoa, tha laanlt nihar af inexperienca than of any oonadouniem of want of 
knowla^ia, The teault, howaToi, waa UgUy honomable to hioL Hii journal*, 
duly illuitiatad with plana, ware daily daliTCcad to Lord John Murray, who foe- 
wafdad them afwy aeeond or third ixj, to tha Duke, who wai then at Maeitricht, 
at tha head af tfaa allied army, ofaaarring the tootion* of the French army mtdar 
Manhal Ssia Hit royal higfanea wai plain d to exptaai hia approbation, by 
rwmmnainding Dr Buaet to tha Dnke of Montagu, then marter-general of the 
Mdnanoe, w^ bonomed him with a warrant ai engineer extraordinary lo tbe 
brigade tf angiDeeii ; he waa at the nme tiaa pMoKiled to a liaotanancy in 
tbe any. 

At the end of tbe war, being placed on haltpay, ha had full letMira to punue 
hii ftudiei in fortification, and ako to riait tha piiacipal ipecimani ot Aa .ait 
upon Aa CwitiiienL Tha reault wai hia " EHay on tbe Theory and Conatnto- 
tion of FortiGcationa," wtiidi appeared in 1761, in Sro. 

Hti attention being now diaei^agad frcon thii purauit, he reaumed hii wi^nal 
profMUOU, and, for the mka of a lalubrioui air, whidi wai neceMary to hii 
wealdy oonttitution, retired to practiie at the Tillage ot fikelton, in CJereland, 
Tt^uhire, where be ipent all tbe remainder of hia life. In 175S, when the 
Sevan Yaarv War waa impending, be publiihed a " Tiaatiae on the Scurry, with 
Bamariti on tbe Cure ot Scorbulie Ulcert," which he dadkatad to Viacount An- 
aon, and the other Lmda irftbe Admindty. In 1763, appeared liii "Eiuy on 
the Medical CoMtitution of Graat BritaiD," whidi he inicribed to hi« friend Sir 
Jobn Piingk. In thia work be ibowi the effecti of the diange of weather, and 
of tha aeaaoni, on tbe diaeaiei <^ Great Britain ; and at tbe oonduHon ia an 
inteiaating paper on tba rirtuea of tha beib Bear'i^oot, in the cure of worma. 
In 176S, the (JniTwaity of St Androwi conAired upon him the degree of H.D. 
In 1766, be publidied, at Neweartle, a Tolnme of " Medical Eaiayi andObaerrs- 
liana," in whi<li are vpwaida of twenty pi^eti on the climate and diaeaaea of the 
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West Indiea, which fail «zperianca in that oouotry bod «iishlad him 1 
in a most iBtiifactory nunoer ; besides sovte otben on ^mi diranio diMaae* of 
Great Britain, ptuticularly tho hooplng-cougli aod the scoibutic itch, b« well si 
many chiniigicsl remark*, wluch ihow a mind bent on tbe improTOment itt hii 
profewion. A few yean befoia hii deatb, he depouted, Jn tba Library of the 
Infirmary at Leedi, a manuKript of msdJcal obaerrotioni, in octavo, and axtend* 
ing to nearly leren hundzed pagei ; for trtiidi the phyiidani of that inititutioD 
honoured him with a formal Tote of thauki. Dr Himnf alio preaanted a manu- 
•cnpt treatiie on fortification to the Prinoe of Wolea (afterwaid* Gwagu IV.) ; 
which wai depoiitad in hii Royal Hi^aea'a prirate library. llieM, with a 
anall publiibad treatiie on oaral tacttca, and a few political papen, ooniUtiited 
the whole of the intellectual exertioni of thii diitiiiguiihed man ; who died at 
Knayton, near Think, in May 1791, aged wrenty^re yean. 

BLACK, JoaiFK, M.D. " the illuitrioui Nedor (ai he bai been termed by 
LaToiuer) ot the diemical rerolution,'' — wai not a natiTe of SkoUand, baling 
been bom on the banki of the Garonne, in Franoe ; but a* hii bther wai of 
Scottiih extraction, iriiile hia motfaer wai a natiTe of that country, and aa Soot* 
land, further, waa the fcene not only of the better part of hi* life, but t)t all 
thoM exertion* in idence whidi will tranimit hia name to poaterity, it ieema pro- 
per that he ihould obtain a place in Ihi* worfc, eren at the expeue ot a ilight 
nolation of iti leading principle- 
John Black, the father of the iUuMrioui subject of diii memoir, wsf a natiTe 
of Belfiat, deacended, as already mentioned, from a Soottiih family, which bad 
for wnne Ume been leltled there. For the purpoie of canying on llie profeBon 
of a wine-merchant, ha reiided diiefly at Bourd«aux, wheie he married a daugh- 
ter of Air Robert Gordon of Hillhead in Aberdeenihire ; a gentleman who abo 
r elided at Bourdeaui, and wa* engaged in the mme trade. Hie *i*ter of Mr* 
Block wBa mother to Mr RtMwl, ptofeawr of natural pbilowphy in the unii«iwty 
of Edinburgh, and their aunt wm mother to Dr Adam Ferguaon, [wtrfesMM' of 
mimd philoiophy in the lama college, and author of the Hiitory of the Roman 
Republic While Mr John Black reuded at Bourd«aux, he wai honoured wiOi 
tbe friendihip of Monteiquieu, who waa pnddent of the parliament or court ol 
jiMtiea in that prorince. " My father," layi Dr Black, " waa honoured with 
President Moateiquieu'i friendihip, on account of bii good dianuter and rirtUM. 
He had no ambition to be rery rii^ ; but wni cheerful and oontanted, benerolent 
and libend-anlnded. He wa* iaduttrioui and prudent in buwneM, of tbe itrietest 
probity and honour, Tery temperate and r^nlar in bl* manner of Mtt. He and 
my mother, who wai equally domestic, educated thirlsen of dieii children, tigbt 
son* and fire daughlen, who all grew up to men and women, and were Mttled in 
dilftreut place*. My mother taught her children to read English, there being 
no ichool for that purpose at Bourdeaux." The regard nhidi Monteequiea en- 
tertained for Jdr Black wai testified in tbe warmetf t«mi^ when tbe latter wai 
proposing to return to hi* natire oountry. " 1 cannot," said be, on that ooca^on, 
" be reconciled to the thou|^ of your learing Bourdeaux. I less the moil 
agreeable pleasure I had, that of seeing you often, and forgetting myself with 
you.** 

Dr Blade was bom in the year 173B. In 1740, a few yean before ht* fktta« 
retired from business, he was sent home. In order to hare the education of a 
Biitiih subjecL After spending S4»ie time at the schools of Bd&st, he was sent. 
In 1746, to complete his studies at tbe college of Glasgow. Here hij attention 
became decidedly fixed upon physical science; inaomucii that, on being desired 
to select a profesaon, he diose that of medidne, on account of it* aUowing be 
gr«ateit scope for such itudie*. It was about this time that Dr Cullen had been 
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Rppqinted Iccbirer on chemlibry In Glaigow luiiTenity. Hitherto thii ideiice 
]mA been only treated u ft curioui, and, in Mmie rMpecH, m umIcm art TbU 
great mao, conadoua orbii own itreugfth, and taking a wide and comprehenalTe 
new, law the unoccupied field of philosophical chemiitry open before him. Ha 
WH iBtiiSed Out it wai KucepUble of gieat improTcment, by meant of liberal 
inquiry and rational inrettigation. It was perhapi th« good fortune of Dr Blade, 
in falling under itidi a matter, that gare hig mind a pectdiar bent in fnTOur of 
Ifaia department of pbyiical icience. Hii prerious acquiremente and extraordin- 
ary aptitude ipeedily became known to Dr Cullen, who wsi at all timea remark- 
able for the perianal attention! he paid to hit pupik. Black became a raluable 
•Mitant to Dr Cullen in hi« chemical opeistions, and hit experiments were wHns- 
timea publicly adduced in the lecture, u a tuffident authority for Tarioiu new 
facti. Thui commenced a friendahip between two great men, which waa nerer 
afterwardi inlempted, except by the Great Dirider of kindred minda and loring 
taearta, and which wai of ooniiderable larvice to mankind. 

In 1751, Black was lent to Edinburgh to mmplete (lie coune of hii medical 
itudie*. At this time, the mode of action of lilhotriptic medicines, but parti- 
culariy lime water, in alleTiating the pains of ilone and grarel, divided the opin. 
ion* of piofesMTs and practitionen. This subject attracted the attention of Black, 
and it appears from some of bis menMrandums, that he at first held the opinion, 
that the causticity of alkaUs was owing to the igneous matter which they derire 
from quick lime. Having prosecuted his experimeots on magnesia, the grand 
secret of nature, wfaidi for ever will be OMocinted with his nsme, was laid open 
to him. He peroeired that the acrimony of these substances was not owing to 
their combination with igneous particles ; that it was their peculiar property ; 
and that they lost this property, and becune nild, by combining with a certain 
portion of air, to which he gare the name ^ fixed uh ; because it was fixed or 
become solid in the substances, into the compoution of whidi it entered. He 
discorered, for instance, that a cubic indi of marble consisted of half its weight 
of pure lime, and a quantity of air equal to six gallons measure. This grand 
disoorery, which forms one of the moat important eras of chemical science, was 
the subject of his inaugural essay, on obtiuning lus degree as doctor of medicine ; 
and the reputation it acquired for him, was the means, in 1756, of pladng him 
in the chair of chemistry at Glasgow, then racated by Dr Cullen, who was trans- 
ferred to the same chair in the college of Edinbu^^ The theory of fixed air 
(now termed by chemists, carbonic acid gat,) was speedily propagated on the con- 
tinent, where at this time chemistry was occupying the attention <^ many great 
men. In Germany, Dr Black's opinions, though placed on the firmest basis by 
experiments, met with much oppotititm, which, it appears, gare him an uueul- 
nett not to bave been expected from his philosophical, and rather indolent char- 
acter. In France, howSTer, he was very differently treated. lAroisier, in send- 
jng him a copy of his treatise on respiration, thus expressed himself : "It is but 
jnst you dioidd be one of the first to receire information of the ptogresi made 
in a career whidi you yourself hare opened, and in nhidi all of us here consider 
uurselTet your disciptes." To this Black replied, with a juit admiration of what 
the Frendi diemisti were dung, and without reference to any merit of his own. 

On hii p— ""i-g the chair of chemistry at Glasgow, that MT anatomy was also 
impoted upon him; but this latter he soon eichanged for that of medicine, for 
iihirh, it wouM appear, he was better qualified. He gave great satisfaction by 
the peitpiiuity and simplicity, the caution and moderation, which be discorered 
in hit medical lecturea. At the same time, he become a larourite practitioner in 
the dty, iriiere his engaging appearance and manners, and the benevolent 
and uuafiected interest which be look in all the caaet entrusted la his care, ren- 
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dered him a mott welcome niitor in every haiilj. Hit pnnripal iriend at 
Glaigow yrtm bii UMCJate Dr AiUm Smith, profeaor of moral fbilotagbj, with 
whom he had becomo intimate, idten attendiDg the nniieniljr aa a HudenL A 
peculiar limplicity and leniibility, an inconuptible integrity, the atrideit deli- 
cacy and carrec(ae« of mannen, marked the character of «ach ef (he philoeo- 
phen, and firmly bound them in the cloeeat union. 

" It teema to hare been between the year 1TS9 and 17S3,' diat hii ipecuU- 
tion* ccuceniiiig out, which had long occupied hii thoughti, were broi^t to 
maturity. And wban it ia coniidered by what tunple experiment!, by what 
familiar obearratioa*. Or Black illiMralad die lawa of- fluidity and eraporation, 
it appeal* wonderful that they had not long befoie been obMrred aod deuoO' 
•trated. They are, bow^rer, len obrioui than night at fint li^t be imagined, 
and to have a diatinct and dear conception of dioae leemingly limple proceaea ot' 
nature, required coniideratioa and reflection. If a piece of wood, a piece of lead, 
sad a piece of ice, aie placed in a temperatine much ioferiiv lo that of tin body; 
and if we toudiihe piece of wood with the hand, it feela cold; if we touch the piece 
of lend, it feeli colder (till; but die piece of ice feeli colder than either. Now, 
the fiiat PtggeatioD of feuie it, that we receire cold froni the wood ; that we le- 
ceite more from the lead ; and moat of all from the ice ; and that the ice con- 
tinue* to be a (ouroe of cold till the whole be melted. But aa inference pre- 
ritely the contrary to alt this ia made by him, wfaote attention and leflectico hai 
been occupied with Ihia lubjecL He infen that the wood takei a little heat fran 
the hand, but i* loon healed ao much at to take no more. The lead takei more 
beat beflwe it be oa miKh tatioied ; and the ice condnuet to feel equally cold, 
and to carry oft beat aa faat at in die firA moment, till the whole be melted. 
Hit, then, waa the inference made by Dr Black. 

" Boerhaare hat recorded an interertiiig obeerra^on by Fahrenheit, namely, 
that water would tometimei grow cohuderobly colder than melting mow without 
fjreezing, and would freeze in a moment when ihaken or disturbed ; and in the 
act of freezing gire out many degrees of heat Founded on thii obaerration, it 
appean tliat Dr Black entertained tome rague notion or conjecture, that the 
l^at which waa received by the ice, during ill conveieion into water, wat not 
loat, but wat ttitl contained in the water. And be hoped to rerify thia conjec- 
tuie, by making a ctHupariton of the time required to raiae a pound of water one 
d^ree in its temperature, with the Ume required to melt a pound of ice, both 
being (uppoaed to receive the heat equally fa«L And that he might ascertain 
bow much heat was extricated during congelation, he thought of comparing the 
lime required to depreit the temperabue of a pound of water one degree, with 
the time required for freezing it entirely. The plan of Ihii aeriea of experimenia 
oooUTed to him during the summer season. But for want of ice, which he could 
net then procure, he had no opportunity of putting them to the test. He there- 
fore waited impatiently for the winter. The winter airired, and the decisive 
experiment wo* performed in the month of December 1761. From this experi- 
ment it appeared that at mudi heat was taken up by the ice, during its liquefac* 
lion, as would hare raited the water 140 degrees in its temperature, and on the 
ether hand, that exactly the iame quantity of heat wot given out during the 
congelation of the water. But Ihia experunent, the remit of which Dr Black 
eagerly longed for, only informed him how mudi beat waa abtwbed by the ice 
during liquefaction, wai retained by tike vralei while It remained fluid, and was 
again emitted by it in the prooeM c^ freenng. But hii mind waa deeply im- 
pre«ed with the truth of the doctrine, by reflecting on the obaerralions that 
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praMnttd tbeoBBlNi iriwn s frtMt or thaw faappeii«d to preridL Ilia bitU are 
aot Mt ODoa clearwl of mow diBing di« MMhuie of dta brigtUMt winter day, noi 
MPVO tha pond* Mtddeoly oarand with ke during a dnglo &twC; night. Much 
bmt U lAMrbad and fiz«d in Um water during the melting of tbe mow ; and 
on dw olber band, while tlM water !■ tiluoged into ioe, much liaat ii extricated. 
During a thaw, (he dNrmoaMter dnki when it U reaiarad from the air, and 
placed in tbe netting anow ; and during levere fraat, it riaei wlieu plunged into 
freeiiag water. In the fint can, Hie anow raceirea beat ; and in the lost, the 
water allowa the beat to ea^e again. Theae were &ir and unqueMionable in- 
ferenoM, and now tbejr appear obrioua and aaty. But although many ingenioua 
and aoute philoaophen bad bean engaged in the aame inrertigationa, and had 
eD^loyed the lame facta in their diaquiaition*, thoae obrioua infevenosi were en- 
Uiely orejctotriied. It wai reaerred for Dr Black to temora the reil which hid 
thii mystery of nature, and by diia important diacorery, to eatabliJi an era in 
tbe ptogreaa of diemical Knenoe, one of the brighteat, periutpi, wbi<di baa yet 
oocunad in iti hiatory." 

Dr Blade explained hia theory of laltrd J b a d - m cfa waa the name he bimielf 
gare to it — to tbe memlien of a literary aodety, April 93, 1768, and afierward* 
laid before hia itudapla a detailed new of tbe extenalre and beneficial efftdi of 
Ihi* habitude in the grand aeoacMBy of nature. Fron obierring Ae analogy 
between the oenation of expansion by tbe diermometer, during tbe liquefaction 
of the ice, and during the conrenion of water into (team, Dr Black, baring 
explained tbt one, tbau|^ that the [Jienumena of boiling and eraporation would 
admit of a linular explanation. Ha wai lO eoiiTinced of tiie tnilh of tfaii theory, 
that be tau|^t it in hia lectuna in 1761, before be had made a (ingle experi- 
ment on the aubjecL At thi« period, hii prelecdona on die lubject of erapora- 
tion were of great adrantagq to Mr Jamea Walt, afterwarda ao diatinguiahed for 
bia i^^kation of iteam power. Hia dJacorcry, indeed, may be aaid to have laid 
(be fotuKlalioo of that groat practical uae of iteam, which baa oonfMred ao im- 
menae a blewng upiHi tbe present agCL 

In 17S6, on Dr Cullen being remorad from the diair of diamislry at Edin- 
buii^ t« that of Qwdidne, Dr Black, oa fonaeriy, supplied tbe racant place. In 
Ihii new scene, he saw Uiat bia talenta wvuld become more conapicuoua, and 
of more Bxtenaira atiUty. He waa therefore encouraged to derote himself, with 
atill more enthuiiaitic zeal, to bis duties as a diemical l«aidier. In this he waa 
ao far succeasfcl, that diemlilry at length beoune a foihionable study in tbe Scot- 
tish ci^ital, and a neoessary pari of the education of erery gentleman. After 
diis period, bowarer, ha retired frton the field of chemical rsaearch, wbich now 
began to be occupied by a great numbn- of diitinguiahad philosophers. The 
cause of this wm the delicate state of hia health, aided, perhaps a little by that 
indtdeitce, or rather perhaps abaenoe of ambitioui motire, wfaidi has been abready 
alluded to. It ia to be n^^retted that, for the same reason, be can scarcely 
be aaid to hare published any thing to tbe world, by which bis discoieries 
might be permanently secured to tha hoDonr of his own name. FWn the period 
of his acoeMion to the diemical chair at Edinboigh, he waa, for Airty yeaia, a 
moat distinguished member of the piofeaaionBl sodety, which then adorned the 
cflpital, and has dnce giren audi an Angostan edat to the latter age of the eigh- 
teenth century. Whaterer obstrucUon hi* health prored in the way of publiah- 
ing, it narer marred the actire disdiarge of hia dude*. His courae* became 
every year plainer and more familiar, and were attended by a larger number of 
pupils, "nie umplidty and elegance of hi* experiment* were'always mudi ad- 
mired. His manner and appearance were peculiarly pleaaing. Hii voice in 
lecturiqf waa low and fine, and lii* articulation lO diktnct that it was perfectly 
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Well baud b j a lai^ audianca. Hii ducounB wai nmaikabl* for pUinnMi i 
panpicuity ; oil hii iUuitntioiii, ifliether by oxpariment, or by wferanw to 
proMMN of nature, wen quiM appotita ; hU bMren rerted with the moit entire 
Hdenea on hit concluuoiu, and eren the moit iUitente could not mlitnlift hii 
■entimenti. 

Dr Black'! winduct in private life wa« marked by ■ Mriklng degrett of dsoo- 
rum, without the di^iteit approadi to fonoality. Hi* habit of itndying physteal 
Kience rendered him Tery much a man of facta and demoutiationi ; ha i« taid 
to hare been lo entirely deititute of fancy, or to hare ao alftctually rep«a 
that faculty, that he never wai Icnom to utter a joke. In hia domaitic affU 
he wBi ri^dly Cnigal and methodical ; yet hii boun MU open to an enlightened 
hoipitality, in wfaidi he enjoyed ai much of the *odety of hia frienda ai hii deli- 
cate beald) would permit, Hiidiief Menda were Smith, Hume, Carlyla, Home, 
and Hutton. The lart wai doaely aonnected with him in philraopbieal punoita, 
M well ai in the banda of priTate friandthip — notwithalandiny that thwe were 
some ttriking point! of diflerence between the two men. In the latter daya of 
Dr Blat^, he lunk into a low itate of health, and only preaanned faimaelf from 
' le ihodu of the waatber in thi* raiiable climate by a d^;ree of can almoat ba- 
tastic. Thui he ipun out the thread of life to the laat fibre. It wa* hii gen*> 
la and manly with that be mi^ nenr Utc to be a burden to bit friendi ; and 
rer wai the wiib mora oomplMely gnOified. On the SSth of Noramber, 1799, 
and in the taranty-^int year irf hii age, be expired, without any oonniUon, ihock, 
or itupor, to announce at retard die approach of death. Bein^ at table with 
uMial fare — tome bread, a few prunei, and a meaaund quantity of milk, 
diluted with water, and baring tbe cup in bii band when the laat ttroke of the 
pulaa wai to be giren, be had iM it down upon bli kneea, whidi were joined 
together, and kept it atendy with hii band in the manner of a psncMi perfectly 
at eiae, and in thia altitude expired, without ipilling a drop, and without a 
writhe in hii oounteoance ; ai if an trperimtnt had beea required, to abow to 
' 'i! friends the fadlity with whidi he departed Hia lerrant opened the door to 
tell him that aome one had left hli name, but getting no amwer, stepped about 
half-nay towardihim, andieeing him ailtiiigin that eaty postuie, luppoitingbis 
baiin of milk with one hand, he thought that be bad dropped aileep, which be 
1 MMietimei laen happen after hii meaU The man went back and shut the 
door, but before be got down itaira, lome anxiety that he could not account for, 
made him return, and look again at hia maitar. Eren then, be wai latiified, 
after coming pretty near, and turned to go away, but again retunted, and cc 
ing quite cloae, found hi* maiter without life. Dr Black, who had nerar been mar* 
ried, left more money than any one had thought be oould bare acquired in the 
ouree of hi* career. It wai diipoaed of by hia will in a manner highly charao- 
eriatic. Being dirided into ten tbouiand abarea, it wai parcelled out to a nu- 
oeroua liit of relalioDa in *harei, in numbeit, or fractiona of aharei, acouding 
o the degree in which they were proper objacta of hia care or lolicitude. 

BLACKADDER, Join, a diitlnguidied preadier of the time of the perMCuf ton, 
wa* the repreaentati*e vS an ancient but decayed family — Bladcadder of 'ndlial- 
— and wai bom in the year 1615. He wai nephew to principal Strang of 
Glaigow, and grand-aepbew to the famoui chorogiapher Timothy Font 
theoiogii^al education took place under the eye of the former of theie eminent 
men, and baring been duly licenaed by the praibyterian diurch, dieniniti high- 
eat purity and moat triumphant domination, he receiTod a call, in 16S9, to tlie 
pariib-duirdi of-Troqueer, in tbe neighbouriiood of Dumfries Prarioua to thii 
period, he had married the daughter of a wealthy merdiant of that town, nauted 
Haning« Mr Blackadder coounonced hi* miniitiYrial laboun with a leal wbitJi 
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•Mhu b) hsTB be«ii (ingtilar aim in Uiom tin)M He, lu the Gnt place, gathered 
BToond him A Terj actiTe body of olden, whooi he Mt to work id orery diteo- 
tioo,upoDtb«Ud(ofoiMTatiiigtheieligiou(iiimdDfthepariih. He ftbo inrtituted 
a T«rj itrict rfrteiQ of monti dudplino among hii flodc Not Mntent with the 
weekly lermonj on Sunday, be uutituted lecture* on tlw ordinary dayi,iriiidi were 
Bttended by many penoni bom a '*'*tnT'^ He al«o projected a plan for oocadon* 
ally interchanging doty with the nei^booiing parochial clergy, i^d) wsi carried 
Into effbct irilhin the entire limiti of the prabytery, and it (aid to haTO been 
attended withtfae bert re«ilt& The church at thii tima ntted undlitarbed uoder 
the ■wayofCromwelli'iriiogtiTe it toleration in erei7 respect excepts! a collectiTO 
body ; Mr Blackadder, Aerefore, found no bar to hii progren, vtueti wu m 
exceedingly rapid, that in let* than two jean he had the tatiifietion of «eeing a 
thorough reftmnalion in the derotional habib of hi* pariihionerK EtU dayi^ 
howerer, came at hut In 16SS, ttie epiicopal fonn of diurdi-goTemnient wu 
fbroed by the re et orad houn of Stuart upon ■ people who were generally repug- 
nant to it Mr Blackadder, ao lar from complying with the new lyitem, employed 
himelf for aerersl aiirmMiTO Sunday! in expodng what he oDoiidered ite un- 
lawfiilneM, and, in hia own word*, " entered hi* ^iMnt in hearen " againit it 
The pieibytery of Dumfiiea, upon whidi the influence of *o Maloua a mind wa« 
probably rery great, gare a poudre refuiol to an order of the parliament to 
oelebratfl the antUTBnary of the reSoralion at a feetiTaL A paity of fifty hone 
WM according'ly Mnt to bring the whole of thit refractory bond of durchmen ta 
Edinbur^ On the day of their arriTBl at Dum&iei, Mr Blackadder wa* engagad 
to preach in the town diordL He wai entreated not to appear in the pulpit, 
le*t he ihould exaiperate the loldier* agaiut him ; but inatead of taking this 
•drioe, he detired die gsUery to be cleared, in order that the military might 
attend hi* (ermon. They did lo, and listened decorously to the donundstion* 
iritldi be coohl not help uttering against all who had been concerned in the late 
religioo* defections. He, and «»ne of his brethren, were next day conducted in an 
bMoumUe captirity to the capital, where he underwent iome examinations, but 
WM tpeedUy released, by the intareM of hi* friends He wa* now, howeTor, 
obliged to demit his Aiagt, in farour of an e^scopol incumbent On the last 
Sunday of October, he preached • farewell •ermon to hi* attadied flock. 

" liis," we are informed, " wa* a day of anxiou* expectation Aroughout the 
country, and made an imprettion on the minds of thoee who witneesed it nerer to 
befoigotteub Tlte diuicfa of Troqueer *tood(a«it now doe*) upon a gentle emi- 
nence on the bank* al tbe Nith, cranmandingan extenaire riew of the surround, 
ing country, which, in the neighbomhood of Dumfries, preeenU a deUgfatfid 
rariaty of kcal aoenery. On the morning of that memorable Sabbath, Mr Black- 
adder had ri*en early from prayer and priTate communion. He Hepped forth 
to meditate en the *id)ject of the day. There wa* a gloom and heaTinest in the 
atanosphere that seemed to correspond with the general melandioly. A fog, or 
thick haie, that oorered the &ce of the earth, a* with a gray mantle, had retired 
from the Tale of Nith towards the mountain*. As he paoed his little garden 
with a slow and pendre step, hi* contemplation* were tuddenly intampted by 
the tolling of the morning bells, seieral of irUch, in the adjacent parishes, were 
diatinally andible from the uncooniKin itillne** of die air. Theae hallowed 
diimes, once the welcome summtm* to the houte of prayer, now founded like 
the knell of their ex^ring liberties, reminding him how many of his brethren 
were, like himself, preparing to bid their last adieu, asudtt the tear* and blest* 
iagi of their people. At this ngnal of retirement, he betook himself to the dn. 



with beaTen, and fortify himself for 
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" The pMtpk, at an oarly hour, bad bMO ttnggliiif on Uw hei^t, but kapt 
aloof frmn the diurdi, imwUling to pat dwic miniMw to haisid bf c«o*eBii^ in 
muteitude*, whidi had been dudiargod ai a braadi nt peaoe and good inder. 
'fbej collMled by degreef in tmall icatlered groupa about the dimdi-yard, occu- 
piod in daik ooojectura, and wailing' the ininialer'i approach with extreme 
anxiety. Hr Blackadder made hii appeaianoe with bii wonted fimuuH and 
compoeure, and with the lame placid leienity of oountwianca for which he waa 
remariubla. The audience wai not nunuroua, but erery feature appeared aet- 
tled into a deep and eameat ooncem. Hoft of thorn were diMolreid in teait, 
and at many parti at the diacount^ there were loud and inroluittary hunta of 

"Toward! the middle of the tarmon, an alam wai giren that a party of Md- 
dien tnwi Dumfriea were mi their mai«h to lein him, and bed croawd the 
bridge. Upon this he doaed haAiljr, pronounced the biasing, and retired to 
hit duun)>er. Tlie military Murounded the diunb-yatd, and, aa the peo^ de- 
parted, they toA down tbe namae of all thoae lAo beUi^^ed to Dwnfriei^ or any 
of the other pariibea, at the law had affixed a penalty of twenty dulling* Seota 
on erery panon abunt from hi* own duircb. Tbey oAred riotenca to ncme, 
and went away without entering tbe manM, being BMured that no itrangen were 
thereL When they wtn gone, the miniUer aMembled tbe remaina of the confi«- 
gation in hii own houae, and finidied tlM lenoon, ' itaDdii^ on the «taii4ioad, 
both the upper and lower fiat being crowded to the fuU.> 

'* He peo^ aeemed rery loath to depart, Ungering in wapanie about tibe 
door, expreaii^ their eoocera for hia ufaty, and theb wiUingneM te Aed tbeir 
blood in hli defence. Mr Bladcadder conjured them to hare regard to tbe 
peace of the oeunby, and give no handle to tbeir adTonariaa by any diaturbame. 
' Go,' eaid he, and fend [provid*1 for ymmelrae : the bonr ia come when the 
ahepbeid ii (mitteti, and the flock ihall be acatteted. Many are this day mourn- 
ing for the deaolationi of laael, and woeiong, like the pn^het, between tbe 
porch and tbe altar. God*! heritage baa become the prey of tbe ipoiler; tbe 
mountain of the houae of the Lord aa the high place* of the foreat When the 
foitbfhl patton are reraored, hiretii^ ehall intrude, wb«a tbe great Shepherd 
iierer lent, who will derour the flodc, and tread down the reaidoe with their 
feet. Ai f<v me, I hare done my dtKy, and now there ii ne liae to erade. I 
recommend yoa to Him, who i« able to keep yon £r«m bUing, and mn ready, 
through grace, to b« diipoaed of a« the Lord plWMa.' '' ' 

After thii MlHim and aObeiiDg icene, Mr Blackadder went, wiA bii wife and 
oumeroui family, to lesde at Caidoch in the parith of OlencHrn, a wiUor and 
ntom central [Hirt of the itewntoy of KiikcudbrighL Here he toon attracted 
the attention of the authoritiea by the trowda itfaidi he ccdlected to hear hii oo- 
caaional preachingi, and he waa thersfore obliged to remare. For lome yean 
after thli period, he appean to hara wandered through tbe country, («eaching 
whenerer he could find a proper opportuinty. In 1S70, hanng p^onnad won. 
diip at a f«nTenticle near Dunfermline, where the poople had armed themaeWei 
for •elf-defence, he waa fummoned before tbe ptity council, but oontrtred to 
elude their power. When tbe aearch wai a little dackened, be renewed hi* 
practice of itinerant preadiing, fdiioA be not only conceired to be no oflence 
againit human law*, but a duty lolenmly enjoined by the word of Qod. On one 
occBiion, he preadwd at Kinkell, near 8t Andrew* : the people flodted from 
that metiopolitan dty to bear him, notwithitanding all tbe injunction* and tar- 
veiUance of Archbiihop Sharpe, It it laid, tba^ on Bharpe daaiiiag tbe pmroat 
te tend out the militia to ditpeiee the congregation, be wa* informed that it waa 
> CrichlDa'i Llls of John Blwlwldar, Umo, ISESL 
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tmpoHible — Ibe militU hut fone alrendy m wMddppen. In 1671, faemu out 
Itiired, (uid B rewBrd of s Ihouund merio wai «ftte«d for hu ^tpraheniion ; but 
hs DeT^rtlieleH continued to pnsch occsiionaUy to lai^ anemblacei in dia 
field*. WhEt may appear mrprMug, he often mided in tlie capital, without 
undergoing any annoyance, and Gonnired, notwithrtanding the migratory natiiM 
of hii life, to rear a Iwge and well-inmucted amily. It doei not ^pear that ha 
BpproT«d of the inwnectioa of hi* fiienda, which wat supprested at BothweU. 
Though engi^ed in duty innaediately before thii erent, he fortunately wai con- 
fined during the whole period of ita continuance, hy a riieumatino, and therefon 
eicaped all blame on that account In 1690, he made a voyage to Holland, and 
■ettled hii ion at Leyden, ai a itudent of medicine ; a dicunutonce whid) prorei 
that the pcneeulioD to which th»a clei^ymen were lubjected wai not nnifonnly 
attended by pecuniary destitution. After spending lereral monthi in Holland, 
he returned to Scotland, and, in the nicceeding year, wat apprehendod, and m>i»- 
6ned in the atate-priion upon the Ban. He remained here for four years, when 
at length hii health declined bo much, on account of the inialubrioui natura of 
his priion, that hii frienda made intei«it to procure hit liberation upon the plea 
that he must othenviie link under bis malady, llie gOTOmment at first mocked 
him with a propoeal to tmnifar him to Haddington or Dunbar jail, but at length, 
on a more earaeit and better atleated reaumstrance, olferad to give him liberty to 
reaide in Edinburgh, under a bond for An thousand merks. Ere this tender 
meicy could be made anulable, he died in hii iilet prison, December, 1686, haT< 
log nearly completed his seventieth year. John Blackadder lies inteired in 
North Berwick diurch-yttrd, where there is an epitaph to his memory, containing, 
among others, die following diaracteriitic lines : — 

One* Toimed him in ths CbiiUlan haro'a mould ; 

Hsek In his own concerns— <ii'9 Maitei'a bold ; 

Pardons to reuon chained, prudence did Iwd, 

Zeal warmed hli breast, and prudence cooled hii liaad. 

F(tS years on this lone reck, yet sweet abode , 

He EDocb-UicB enjoyed and walked with Cod ; 

Till by long-liTing on his heavenly food, 

BLACKLOCK, TaoMU, an ingenious blind poet, was bom, November 10th, 
17S1, at Annan ; hii parents were nativei of Cumberland, hii &ther a brick- 
layer, and hii mother the dauj^ter of Mr Richard Rae, an extensive cattle 
dealer. Before he wat six montlis cdd, he lost hU tight in the small-'pox ; 'and 
was thus rendered incapable of learning a mechanical trade, while the poor cir- 
cumstances to whidi a aeries of miifortunea had reduced his &ther, placed equally 
beyond hii reach an education for any of those professions where the exercise of 
the mental faculties is principally nquired. His ailbctionate parent seems to 
have been aware, however, that the bappineii of hia ion, shut out &om lo numy 
of the enjoyment! afiofded by the external world, must mainly depend upon his 
intelkctual reeource* ; and in order to form these, he devoted part of his leisure 
hours to such instruction aa bis poor blind hoy was susceptible of — he T«ad to 
him, at Grit the books adapUid to the uodentanding of a child, and aflerwarda 
those fitted fen' a maturer capadty, sud) SB Milton, Spenser, Prior, Pope, and 
AddisraL His companitmi aim, who pitied hii want of light, and loved him for 
his gentle difpodtion, lent their a«i(tance in this taik of kindness ; and by their 
help he acquired some little knowledge of Latin. Thomson and Allan Ramsaj- 
were hia fiivourite authors ; and it was ai early as his twelfth year that he evinced 
(till more decidedly hb love of the poetical art by the compontion of an ode, ad- 
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dieiMd " To a liUk Gitl wbcm I had otftnded," — a productioa DOt remukabls 
•oleiy on account of ttw fliture cakbrity of ill autboc, but bacBUH it duplsfi at 
oaoa hii milditaa of tamper and lirely &mey. Tha ■rgumant that ihrewiilineH 
■poUt a yomif lady's loolu, and ought AsMfors to bo avoided, coniiiiK m it doM 
ttoBi a Uttla feUow of twain to a girl about hit own age, ia adioitiy managed : 

■ Should but thy lUr oompudeni Tiair 
How 111 tbu Aoim baooRiM ihj braw, 
With rear and griif In arery ejt. 
Each trould lo «ach, utontelMd, 07, 
Haarani 1 rrban ii all bar ■■uiiliioi flown ! — 
How Mranga a flgnn now iha** giDwn 1 
Run, Kaoeyi let lu nui, k*t wi 
Grow petttib awlnrard thinp u iha." 
Thut early did Bladdodc ihow, that in the ooune of i«ading dioaeu for faiv. 
Ilia father had not miitiTrTin IIh bant of hi* indlnalioik But dH|Ugli,aa we hare 
mentimed, wow of hii comrade* ddl^ted to forward hia &TOitrita itudia*, and, 
by Aeir aadduoai atteotioiu, to make him toigtt the deprivatiaa under nfaidi 
he laboured, tbve were otben who took pleaiun in renderiog him biltMiy ooo' 
ecioua of hia miafortuDa, and exulted in the inccem of fuch practical jokea, aa It 
waa aaay lo ntaka him dte (ubject o£ It Ii but loo obTioaa that hia owd experi- 
ence at diii pmod, when expoeed to tbe inaolta of iinfeoliBg htiyt, anggetted the 
nflection introdiioad in tbe article " Blind," afterward* written by him Cur the 
Encydopadia Britannica ; " Paienta of middle or of higher rank," he tbare 
reniaik*, " who ai« m nnfoitunata aa to hare blind children, ot^fat by all potai- 
ble meana to ksep Ibam odt of vulgar company. Tbe herd of mankind have • 
wanton malignity irtiich eternally impel* them to impoae upon the blind, and to 
enjoy tbe pain&l liCuation* in which theM impoaitioD* place tbem, Thi* ii a 
atricture upon the humanity of our qiecie*, whidi nothing but the Ion of truth 
and tbe dictate* of benerolenoa could hate extvted from ua But we have 
known iMoe," he add*, evidently refiwring to hlmaelf^ " who have nifTored lo 
much from thia diabolical mirth in their own peiaooa, that it ii natural for tw, by 
all the mean* in our power, to prevent otheri frwn becoming ita vicUm*." Tbe 
vary meam taken to alleviate Bladdock'i miifortune in aome tort increaaed ita 
fonM ; An- ai Ua mind expanded, it taught him to feel with greater keenne* hia 
own dependent condition: familiar with aome of the nohleat flight! of geniui, 
and himielf become a poet, he would probably hav« exdianged all hii intaUeo 
tual itorei for the ability of earning hi* bread by handioaft labour. launeating 
hii blindnem, he thua ckae* an enumeration of the miiariei it entailed Dpcm him: 
" Nor imd my aorrowa lura 1 Tha lacnd Ikne 
Of knoirisd^ Kane aneaaafbls to ms. 
With heut-oootuuilng »-§"'«>' I bahotdi 
Knowledga for which my aoul Inaatlata buna 
With aidant thlnt. Nor am th«M oialMa hind^ 
(Jntutor'd tn Mch llfa-nuCainlng art, 
NonHah thU wntched baing, tni nipplf 
Frail natura'i wanli, that ahort caeaMIon know." 
Alternately depreaaed by a lenie of hia own helple**De«*, and comfiKtad by 
chat piety with which be aeem* to have been from fiiat to last moat deeply in. 
bued, Blacklock lived at home till hianlDeleenth yaan A freah miafortuna then 
oveitodc him in die lo*» of hi* fUber, who waa cnohed to death by Iha fUl of a 
malt-kiln, with eighty huaheb of grain upon it, beknging to hi* ao(i4o4aw. 
Blacklock'i al%ction for hia parenli muat have exceeded that <tf oUier diiMnn ; 
for that anxioui aoUcttude about hi* lafety and cmnfoit whidi other boy* It^in 
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to tatgut, when the budneM of the worid remorei tbem from iu immediata influ- 
ence, had been to him extended orer thoae yean when to the helpleMnen of a 
child be added Oe eenw and ftellngi of a man. To bii keenly nueeptible 
ndnd thi« itrobe mart tberefora ban been peculiarly iMcang. And it wai at- 
tended not only with ngnt on account of Mmembered benefits, but alw by the 
antldpaldoD of fbtura erik A meani of liTelihood wai indeed niggerted by 
BladdfM^i loTC of muuc ; ai he played well on the rlolin and flute, and eran 
tMnpoeed pieoet with taite, It wu piopoeed that be ihould follow thU art ai a 
proftMlon. " But the unhappy ritnadon In which he waa then placed," tayi the 
aathMity upon irtiich thij Hateioeut It giTen,' "made him dread couiequences 
to which he could nowr recondle hij mind. Tie Tery thought that hii time 
and talents tbould be prottisted to the forwarding of loose mirth and riot in- 
■pired him with an bonett indignation." Unable to bring down hii mind to 
thi* oeeupatloD, — lh« only one wfaidi feemed within hii reach, — deprired of the 
■tay on wfaidi be had hitherto leaned, blind and feeble, no wonder that the iitte 
of a houMlcM beggar tometimea prewnted itaelf aa what mi^t poadbly happen 
to hlnuelC Bumi occanonally iadulged iu aimilar forebodinga; but when he 
depicU hit tmhappy fmiune, and doggedly exclainu, 
■Thg last 0^ the want o't, 
Ii odIj but to bag !" 
we nuut be txamd for iro^heaitedly recollectiiig that be waa an able-bodied 

man, who^ at hit brother Gilbert recocdi, nerer met with bit match in mowing 

the haidett of all ruttic labour. A man m giAed, yet to complaining, meet* with 
little tyupathy, at he it entitled to none : but with poor Bladdoc^ the dread of 
dying a houielett waoderor waa mom than a mere ihetockal flouriih or the in- 
dulgenoe of a groundloM quemloumeB, While we read the linei in which he 
unfoldi hii fean, we peraeire that angtijth wrung hia heart in writing them, and 
in know that hii lilUBtion juttifled hit appiehenn<mft 

"Dq^MUagproipectl Man the liaplMa hoar 
Uaj come— paihapi tlila moment It impemb— 
Which diim ma fintli to panucr and cold. 
Naked, and beat bj all the ilorma of hearan, 
Fkion^Me and guidel«M to explon my way i 
HD on ODid eattli tU> poor Diuheltered head 
Radlnlnf. ralnly ^m the ntlhio blast 
Rosplts I bag, md to the riuck azplra." 

AUmk^ gloomy antidpatimt like then lonietimei intruded, Blaeklock did 
not penult then to orerwhelm him, but calming bii feaM, and reatii^ with a 
^out oonfideOM in die awatda of a protecting Pmrideoce, he c«ntinu»d to lira 
with bit mother for a year after hit fatiter'a death. 

SfoM of hia pOMH had by Ihit time got abroad and mado him known beyond 
hia owB immediate drda of frienda. We shall not pretend to deny that Ae cir- 

I iiiMl t of hit bliodneM had tene efito, in addition to the intoinrio merita of 

ibeae pradnctkna, in maldng them be longht aAer and diipened among Utenuy 
penons. On aooeont of thabr btiag the venea of a blind poet, tbey were no 
dooht read by many wfto warn little able to appreciate their teal exoellendet, and 
hAw, hafing gratified thwr curiosity, did not conoam tbemeelTOi about the ton- 

■ An arUds la the Oantleman'i M«g«.iii«, which, after bolng r»d orsr to Dr Blacklocic, 
dUitly allend, and two oolia added It Idt nonsit, wh reprinted In the Scot* HigailnB fnr 
lvS«, The anlhoiity may tboefora ba oooriibied to bo that of Dr Blaeklock I 



Prom intanul erldanca It appeara ▼«., 

Urban from his fivtoant cam^oDdant Dr Johieou. 
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dition of lb* author : but iliU by Ihii mMUU Ota fame of Blacklock'i foiiui wm 
exteoded ; uid M latt it r«Bdi«d a gentleiiivi, wbo to curiouty added benero- 
lence of bearl TbJi wtt Dr John SteTenion, a physician in Edinbuigli, wbo, 
iihiJe on a profenional Tiiit In Dumfriea, law lome td our author^ piMea, and 
rewired to aAord the young inaii>« talenU the oppoitonity of expanding la btiv 
cations and amid society autn congenial to one so much mtricted to pleaauna 
of on intellectual kind. Accordingly Blacklock nas, in 1741, iitdtMed to n- 
move to the metropolis, where he attended a granunar-adiool for sooie time, and 
alUrwards enUred as a student in 6te coUege, Dr SlOTensoo supplying him with 
the meant necessary for the prosecution of his ftudiea. To the friend who thus 
so efficaciously patroniaed him, he aflerwsids inscribed an imitation of tbe ode to 
Macensa, which occupies the first place in hi* poems, as it doe* in tboss of Hoimce ; 
and that be noTer foigot the benefits bestowed upon hiioMlf is manifested by the 
ready seal which his future lift at all times displayed for tbe enoauragement of 
unnoticed genlui. 

Blacldock's studies were interrupted by the expedition of the Higfalanden, in 
1745; and during the distracdoi 



he resided in Dumfries with Mr M'Hurdo, bis brother-in-law. On tbe iii inliih 
lidmient of paaoe, be returned to college, and studied six yean mM& In this 
period he acquired a good knowledge of all those branches of education wbere 
he was not hindered by the want of sight ; and became better skilled than was 
common in the French language, from being on habits of intimacy with the 
family of provost Alexander, whose wift was a Paridan. It may well Inspire 
wonder that latterly tbete was no sdenoe with which Bladdodi had not made 
himself acquainted — no learned language which be did not master — and no mo< 
dem tongue, of any adcnowledged naa to a man of general literature, with wfaich 
be was not man or less familiar. 

Amid tbe serem studies of clawical leamiiig, philosophy, and tbeology, hii 
attadiment to poetry wis not ftagotten. In 1746, a rolume ofbis Teises in 8to. 
was published at Ulasgow. A second edition followed at Edinburgh, in 1764 ; 
and two yean afterwards, a quarto edition, witii an aocoont of hit life by Mr 
Spenoe, professcar of poetry at Oxfoid, came out by iubaeription in London, 
In the selection of pieces for the press, Blacklock was by bis friends ccmsidered 
to be orer fastidiout ; and by persisting to exclude what he bimaelf thought un- 
worthy of a place, be greatly limited the size of his bocdu. By tbe London edi- 
tion a considerable sum was realised for the authors adtantage. Betides tbeae 
editions of his poems, another in 4tOL was publidied in 1793, with a life el^ant- 
1y written by Henry Mackenzie. They have also been reprinted in the col- 
lections of Anderson and Chahnen. ' Of all theae the edititm of Dr Anderson, 
though not the latcot, is the moat c<Mnplale. 

Hume the historian was among the friends who early interested tfaemselTes En 
the fortunes of Blacklock, and was of considerable serrice in promoting the sub- 
scription to the London ediUon of bis poems ; but all intercourse between them 
was subsequently bndcen off. When at a later period Seattle submitted to our 
author's judgment his " Essay on the Immutability irf Moral Sentiment," and 
acquainted him with the more eileniiTe plan of the " Essay on Truth,'' ttating 
that, in the prosecution of that design, be should think it his duty to treat Mr 
Hume with freedom, he alluded to that eminent philoaojAer as " a friend of 
youn." This drew &«m Blacklock s long account of the intercourse betweea 
himself and Hume, from its coramencement to its close. The intorruptian al 
ibeir good understanding took place, as Sir William Fmhes, who saw the letter 
among Beattie's papers, informs us, " throi^ no fault on the part of Dr Blade- 
lock;" but the letter itself has nenr been published, — whitA is to be regietled. 



.y Google 



THOMAS BLiCKIiOCK. 220 

beeauM it nugbt afRtrd Kmie bitber iniigfat Ihan we posaen into a ctianctM 
round which Hmu« ba* drawn the warMD of an irapeaetnible autobit^nphy. It 
ii alio deairabla that the real drcumiUiices of tbe connexion ihould be known, 
ai it baa been tbe meant, in the hand* of Hardy, author of tbe Memoin of Lord 
Chariemont, of throning a meet diaagreeable reflection upon the memory of . 
Blocklod^ Thii writer affirmi that Hume conferred upon him tbe lalary which 
he deiired from an office in the unirenity — meaning, probably, the AdTOcatea* 
Library ; while, fitm the numeroui in^udbilities and obrioui eiron of tbe 
■talement, it may be pretty confidently asaunud, that the whole is dettitula of 
tnith. 

lis Gourae of itudy fidlowed by Blocklock at college was that umally gone 
through for tbe purpose of entering upon the miniitry ; but it was not till after 
the abandonment of a project, (which he began to entertain in 1757, and frran 
which he wai dlsnaded by Mr Hume, alter making conaiderablo preparation! to- 
wards it,) for deliTering lecture! on oratory, that be finally adopted tbe resolu- 
tion of beumiing a clergyman. Haring applied himself for some time exclu- 
sively to the neceasary studies, he was licensed as a preacher by the presbytery 
of Dumfries, in 1759. He soon acquired coniiderahle reputation as a pulpit 
orator, and took great deligbt in compoaing sermoni, a coniidemble number of 
which he left behind him : these it was at one time the intention of his friends 
to piibli^ ; but for some reason or other tbia has nsTer been done. 

Tbe Ber. Mr Jameson, Bladdodci intimate companion, to whom alluaion is 
more than once made in his poems, baa given the fcdlrjwing account of bis habits 
about this time : 

" His manner of life was so uniform, that the history of it during one day, or 
one week, it the history of it during the seven years that our intercourse lasted. 
Beading, music, walking, conreraing, and disputing on various topics, in theo- 
logy, eUiici, &C., employed almoat every hour of our Ume. It was pleasant to 
bear him engaged in a dispute ; for no man could keep his temper better than 
be always did on such oocavona. I have known him frequently rery warmly 
engaged for hours tt^ther, but never could observe one angry wcad to fall from 
him. Whatever his antagonist might say, ht always kept his temper, — ' sem- 
per paratus, et refellere sine pertlnacia, et refeUi sine iracundia ?' He was, how- 
ever, eztnonely sennhle to what be thought ill usage, and equally so whethei 
it n^^arded bimself or his friends But his resentment was always confined to a 
few satirical verses, wfaidi were generally burnt soon aflar. The late Mr 
Spence (iha editor of tbe 4to. edition of his poems) frequently urged btm to write 
a \ngeiy, and assured him that he possessed interest enough with UrGarrick to 
get it acted. Various subjects were proposed to him, several of which lie ap- 
^oved, yet be oevercotdd be prevailed on to b^^n any thing of that kind. It 
may seem ranaikable, but as far as I know, it was invariably the case, that be 
never oould think or write on any subject proposed to him by another. I have 
frequently admired with iriiat readinest and rapidity he could make verses. I 
have known him dictate from thirty to forty verses, and by no means bad onea, 
as fast as I could write them ; but the moment he was at a lou for a rhyme or a 
verse to bis liking, he stopt altogether, and could very seldom be induced to 
finish what he had begun with so much ardour." 

" All those who ever acted as hit amanuenses," says Mackenzie, " Bgr«« in 
this rapidity and ardour of composition which Mr Jameson ascribes to ^i^ , He 
never could dictate till he stood up ; and as his blindneos made walking about 
without. HBrislanoe inconvenient or dangerous to him, he feU insensibly into a 
ribratory sort of motion of his body, which increased as he warmed witli his 
subject, and was pleased with Ae conceptions of his mind. This motion at last 
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bwame habitual l« him ; and duN^ Jm «mld HBHtimM iMtnin It wlwn «d 
raremiMy, «c in any public appMnnca, audi aa praadunf , ba Mt a oratMn ii»- 
eaajnaaa btm tha efibrt, and alwBTi ntunad to it nfani ba ooold indulga it «!&■ 
out Impropriatr. Ibii ia the appeaauooe irtdcb ba daanlbta hi tba htdivou 
pidum hahaadnwn of hinNsU': 

* As lonis T^id toned by wind and tide 

Boondi o'ar tha ynrm, asd rocki firom ilda to dda. 
In Jnit TlbiBtlou tbm I alm^ moTe." 

Mucli of Ifae nngularity in dM gaatima ol poor BUddodc mut hare yocead 
«d frtaa hia inability to obaam the carriafe of otbeii, and to l a g w l ata hii own 
in confimnitr with ^in : a tna will aceaowwdata iia powth to tha iwUiinta 
impoaed upon it, bat vrtMM a ain^ bnuidi aacapaa from the aitifidal tninini^ 
flinging ilwU abroad in all the wild rigour of natmo, iU tuAod ha Mii a n w 1^ 
pean mora itrikiiig from the conUguity of a woltdipt and ordoily ■MgUMur- 
bood. Sudi waa Bladdock'a nuuwaz : ba oould not know with how bUlo ant- 
word diacompoaura the world baa taugiit men to aocoMpany tha axpnMiou of 
their emotion! ; and wilh him ardent feeling produced an nnitatnUnod eAd 
upon the countanance and geaturaa. The antbcc of Don^aa, in ooo of hia let- 
Iwi, baa given a cuiigaa picbira of hia dngular appaatanca when tmder itraag 
excitement : " I went to a eonpaniiml,'' layi Hone, " and aeut for the blind 
poet, who ia really a itrange creature to look at — a null weakly under thing — a 
chilly, bloodleaa animal, that duiera at OTery braem. But if nature baa cheated 
him in one reapect, by *f'r''*'g to hii ihare fwceleai dnem, aind « ragged 
fgnn, dte baa made Um ample compenaatioa cm the other, bygiTh^bim a mind 
endued with tba moat as^daila feaUnp — the nuataident, kindiecUup aflectioaa; 
a «oul, to uae a poaPi phraia, thafa tretnhUng^y alira all OTer : In diort, ba ii 
the moat flagrant enthuaiaat 1 erer aaw ; when he repaak reiaM, ha ia not able 
to keep bji aeat, but aprii^ to hia feat, and Aowi hia rage by the moat ■"'■"n*- 
ed motioDa. Ha baa promiaed to let ma baTO ceipiea of bia bert poem^ wbicfa I 
will tmncmit to you whenam ba it aa good aa hia word.** 

Thia latter, bendea the deaoription <^ BladdodL'a exterior and carriage, opana 
to ua cna aouna of hia acutait lulfiri^a : we hare abandy adrnted to the oa- 
Ihinhing inaolti to whidi hia blindnaaa axpoaed him wUk a boy, and It appaan 
but too certain that many who had anired at manhood In laapaet of their out- 
waid Irama, did not bwt him vrith greater tandem aw in bia maturar yaaia. 
llwy did not. perhapa, deooyhim to £s edge of a ditdidiat diay might hare Ak 
aatia&ction of leaiug him flounder into it, at f^lvt pricUaa to hia graap that they 
might be diverted by the contortiona rf connlonanoa wfaidi tha unexpected 
wounda accaaianed; but Aey went lo Ne Aa kUnd poet, and indnoed him to 
redie hit Tcnea, &om Iba lame kind of motive fliat taket people to witnam the 
exhibition of a learned pig. BhKkloclL't podtlon in regard to audi riaiton waa 
paculiariy painfid : he waa in a great maawre dependant upon bia talsntt for 
support; aiid to bare indignaoUy refUaed to di^lay dnm, would hare been to 
raiia up obatadea to hia own aucceaa. Hb fceUnp were at the aaine time tha 
moat nicely wrought, and aran die trinm^ ot genloi did not affiud bim pnfect 
gratification ; for ha knew that hia hearen were not carried away by hia antbu- 
siam, but liMened with a cold and critical attention, noting erary peculiarity of 
tone, look, and geataia; He haa himaelf told ui how exqnltitely pidnfld waa the 
conadooanaaa ot bttng tha object of ludi unfeeling curioiity : 

" the lapardlJDUi tja 

on, Arom tha nolw and glara of pnaperooi lib) 

On my obacuri^ dlmU lla gaaa, 
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A l«tt«r of BlaiUodc, writleD from DnmAiM mbont the tune when he re- 
cdrad his liMnca ai b preodwr, admits ub to « Teiy near view of hii lenuikable 
aeniibUit; of tenip«miient It doee not sppeir what ireie the dramutsiiOTt 
alluded to in thJi letter ; hot probably the comiexioTi mentioned bi fasiin^ jatt 
been fcvmed, was a dedantim <d mutual attachment and promiie of marriage 
between oar poet and bii future wife, whidi ha calls ill-faled, on sccoimt of hfi 
gloomy prospaete, and Ins regret for haHa^ inTolred one niiom be lored in hi* 
oifn imhappy fortuneb Tliit letter is as folloin : 

" D*t* Sm,— I teeeived your laM inclosed to Mr ; and lo far ai my 

dtnatlon wai capable of being consoled, I wai happy in the tendeneM and sym- 
pathy wliich you ezpreM lor mc^ Beneath those exalted pleanirea wfaidi we an 
taught to expect in an eternal state ; beneath the enjoyment of God himself; 1 
know no happineu which deararea the attention of a win man, but nch as w« 
deriTO from consdoue viittie, benerolenoe, or frienddiip. Ilieae alone are at 
p i ea en t the oordia] drops with whidi hearan has thoanfat proper to mix my cup 
of bitteraen. Knoe erery object of my former pursuit eludes my embrace, or 
gf owe inaipid by enjoyment, it is time to antidpste such pleasures as aie subject 
Id neither of tbeM mitfortunei, and to cultJTBta a relish for them. Fats and na- 
tnn teQ me that I must quidcly make my exit from this preaeot scene ; they nerer 
could send thli lnfoinui(ioa to a heart len intimidated by it I approach the 
T«i|g« of my present existWMe, not with the reluctimce of inexperienced youth, not 
with the horTMi of guilt and nipentition, but with die dieerfiiliie« of a wearied 
traToller, in prospect of the diambw destined for his repose. Prtaa this account 
it will be easy to judge how mudi I would prize, or how eagerly punoe any 
tMl or ecdeduthal employment were it in my power ; but far from being so, 
it is beyMid my remotest hopes ;.— all tooem to erery resource whence these od- 
rantages ore derired is denieid to ma. I hare neither power nor influence in life, 
and am cansB^Dently incapable of interetflng any who have it Heie are erih 
whidi may be suffered widiout mortification ; yet, let me eonfeea it, diete are 
ntben which I cannot think of without being melted to Infantine weakness. In 
my former 1 told you that I had projected one last resource, and made one last 
tflixrt for happinem : had I then foieseen the weakneis of my constitution, and 
the nnhappineta of my drcamstancet, sooner wotdd I have run any haard whi<A 
this er any fittnn scene can present, than hare rentured to form sndi an ill&ted 
CMMiexioa. It is true that titosa who are interested in me, penoaded either by my 
looks, cr the present degree ot strength which I seem to possess, flatter themselTes, 
cr ue willing to flatter me, that my present indisposition will not prore ded^*e ; 
toeh is the opinion of the lady formerly mentioned, I hare endeBTotned to im- 
press her with oontmy sentunenti, that the friendship between ns might he 
disnhed without tearing ; but I iaA reason to lament my aucoess ; for in pro- 
portion to her sense of my danger, whid), after my return fhnn Edinburgh, was 
pretty high, her whole manner, not to me only, but to all her other friends, 
appeared txprttdra of dejection and misery. I had not resolution to craitinue 
my f(»m«r plan, but used erery possible argument to persuade her of my return- 
ing fceallfa ; and thou^ conscious of acting a wrong part in this, I hara not suT- 
fident afaength of mind to act a right one. This is my [sesent situation of mind : 
1 know it is what I ought not to hare dinorered to one of your humanity, nor 
•an I pretend any other apok^, but that I apply to flie last and most natural 
veaoune of wretchednea, the sympathy of a friend. It is all I ask ; it is all I 
hope i and it is what I am sure to obtain. Fray, tell me whether your bro- 
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ther proMCUUs lh« UKM budoMi with you, <x (riiMber Aiend* In tile oomitT) 
may not bare it in their power to MirTe him T The pmcaiuioii in mj fomwi 
concerning the baUnce of aceoanti between ta ww not taken from any fear of 
)!■ appearing againit my nlations, but that you mi^t reooter it with greater 
eaie from myielf during mine own life. Once more I mint aik pardon for tbo 
length and lubject of thii letter- but if you continue to farour me ai a cotree- 
pDodent, my future nniwera ihuU be lea tedioua and more dieerfkil. Aa you are 
now more diiengaged from lecular buiinea, the demand* of your friendi to bear 
from you will propiMtionably increaee ; and ai you hare now long taught me to 
think myielf of that number, I can no more reugn the daim which it giTei than 
the tendemeM which ft inipiree, — a lendemeM which ihall erer be felt in Ibe 
highett degree, by your moat linoere friend, and humble aerrant, 

"Dumfriee, ISth April, 1759. Tbou* Bucuoca." 

Id 1763, the Ear] of Selkirk procured fi«m the Crown s preeentatios to tha 
parish of Kirkcudbright in &TOur of Mr Bladdock ; who, haring thui the pro*- 
pect of a competent income, married Hn Sarah Johnilon, daughter of Mr 
JoMph Johnaton, lurgeon in Dumfriei. But though not diaappointed in the 
happioen he expected to derire from thi* union, the gleam of fortune which 
Menu to have induced him to fom it, foriook him immediately after the rtep 
wa* taken. He was ordained a few dayi after hia marriage ; but the pe«9le of 
the poriih lefueed, on account of his blindneM, to adcnowledge him aa their 
pador, and a lamuit wa« commenced, which, after two yeara, wsa oompromiaed 
by Bladctodc retiring upon a moderate annuity. From the Bxtt moment of op> 
pewtion, it had been hia with to make thii arrangement, not from any conriction 
of incompetency to the duliea of a pariah minijier, but becaute he iaw it wai 
needlett to contend againtt a prejudioe so itrongly maintained. " CiTil and eccle- 
tisatical employmenta," he layi, " hare *omething either in their own nature, or 
in the iuTincible prejudice* of mankind, which render* tliem alnuMt entirely in- 
occeMible to thoie who hare lost the u*e of light No liberal and cultirated 
mind can entertain the leatt heritation in conduding that there ia nothing, either 
in the nature of thingi, or eren in the poaitire institution* of genuine religion, 
repugnant to the idea of a blind clergyman. But the norelty of the phenome- 
non, while it aitoniihea Tulgar and contracted UDder*tandings, inflames their 
leal to rage and madne*." His own experience, it ia erident, ■ugge*ted thb 
obeerration. Blindness is certainly not in itself a sulHcient reason for debaniug 
those afflicted with it from the ministerial oflioe ; it does not incapacitate a man 
for the acquirement of the raquisite knowledge, nor exclude from his bosom the 
glow of holy zeaL On the contrary, worldly cares and ambition are not so ap- 
to intrude. " The attention of the soul, confined to those avenue* of petceptioo 
whidi she can command, is neither dissipated nor oanfounded by the immenia 
multiplidty, or the rapid succestion of surrounding objects. Henoe her con- 
templation* at« mon unifomly fixed upon herself, and the reralution of be 
own internal frame," ' and hence a greater fitness in her for the growth of de- 
irotion. The want of si^t would, indeed, put inconrenience* in the way <rf' a 



easy to Gonoeire any thing mere affecting and impresuTO 
full eiyoynient of thefr faculties to hear leaaon* of submission to the dirine will, 
and of gratitude for the blessings of proridence, from the mouth of one upon 
whom the hand of God has been laid. Such were not, howerer, the opinion* of 
those with whom Blacklock had to deal ; and he acquiesced. Thia oSiirt could 
not but be painful ; the sense of exclusion ft«m aB the buiinei* of lifi had long 
oppressed him, and the moment that patronage was extended towatda him, and 
1 EDcydopaillB Britanoloi, antcle Blind, $ 10, 
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opened die provpect of public UMfiiliiesi, be wbj auailed by s perMCUtioa, whidi 
njectod him a* incoaapeMnt to tbe duUei for which other men are fit, and drore 
him bade to hia fonner «tate of dependoDoe and Mdivion. It ii probably to 
the period vrh»ii he experienced lo determined an oppotition Trom tbe people ot 
EiikciH&si^t, that we are to refer the compoiitioD of hia Faradeni ; for he 
infvma ug in the preface that hii motive for writing that work was " to alleviate 
the prenura of repeated diaappointmenta, to aootlie hia anguiah for the loaa of 
depart«d fnenda, to elude the rage of implacable and unprovoked enemiea, — Id 
word, to «ippoit hia own mind, which, for a number of yeara, bemdee ita lite- 
rary difficultiea and its natural diaadvsntagee, had maintained an incMaant con- 
flict wllh fortune." At no other period but that above refemd to, are we 
aware that BlacMock traa the object of any thing like an angry feeling. 

On the day of Sir Blocklock'a ordination woa aflbrded, in hia person, an in- 
stance of aleep-wolking, perfaape the moat remaricable and compUcatad on record. 
Aa auch the reader may bo pleaaed to aee an account of it aa it ia preserved 
In Dr Ckf^om'a tbeaii De Sonmo, which vraa publiahed in Bladclock'a own life- 
time (in 1783). The fact* were aulheolicaled by Mr* Bladdodc, Mr Gilbert 
Gordon, ' and a numerous party of friendj who dined with him at the inn <rf 
Kirkcudbright on tbe occaaion in queition. " Harasaed by the oeniurea of the 
p<^lace,>' aaya Dr Cleghoni, " whereby not only hia reputation, but hia very 
aubaiatence was endangered, and fatigued with mental exertion, Blacklock feU 
aaleep after dinner. Siane houn afterwaida be waa called by a Iriend, aniwered 
hia aalutation, roae and wont into the dining-room, where hia friendt were met 
He joined with two of them in a concert, ainging tartefiiUy aa uaual, and without 
DUHing a word. He ate an egg to iuppor, and drank «»im wine, and other 
liquwi, Hia frienda, however, obaerved him to be a little abaei^ By and bye 
he began to apeak to himaelf ; but in ao low a tone, and ao confiiaedly, aa to be 
unintelL'gible. At laat, being potty forcibly rouaed, he awtJio with a Hidden atart, 
unconacioua of all that had happened." We have no example of a penon in 
sleep peifonuing ao many of the functions of one awake, and in so exact a man- 
ner, aa Bladdock ia here atated to have dune. Ho apoke, walked, aung, took 
wine, and muat have obaerved with accuracy many of the little courteaiea of ao- 
clal life ; for hia friends did not suapect that he waa aaleep till he began to talk 
to himaelC The time, however, waa convenient for so unusual an exhibitiop ; 
and peihaps many other somnambuliatj would join in the occupation* <^ amuae- 
men^ of thoae around them, if the world were oatir when they make their rounda. 
CircumatanoM, however, are quite diilbrent in ordinary caaea ; the person geti 
up when all others are at rest, and performs one or two acts, to whidi his half- 
awakened fancy impela him, without being involved, aa it were, in any current 
of eventa extraneoua to hinaelf, which, by the habit of asaodation, might hare 
led him on to other mechanical exertiona of the mental or bodily facultiea ; thua 
the OTiginal excitement, lecelving no casual addition, soon expend* itaelf, and 
allows him to relapse into alumber. Blacklodi, on the contrary, whcm partially 
roused, found Iho buiine«s of life in progiea^ end waa drawn on from one act to 
another in the uaual coune, no exdlement occurring strong enough wholly to 
liunt the bonds of sleep. This intermediate state between sleeping and waking, 
when part of the faculties are alert and active, and the other part entirely doiv 
mant, may be approached from either confine ; and whether from sleeping we 
become half awake, or from waking fall half aaleep, tbe etiecla aie atrikingly si- 
milar. Many instances of what ia called absence, or reverie, disclose phenomena 
equally suipriaing with those of sonmambuliam ; and a compariaon between them 
■ Aulhor of tbe Short Account of tbe Ufa and Wrltinga of Blaekloc^ prefixed to the 
■eCDnd edition of his poems, 1754. ,„ 
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traukl pmbably MfTord As bwt mauw of espkining both, A contemponry of 
Bladdo4^, Ihs widMr ctf the '< WmIA ttf NatwM," wa* in tba baMt, ifhen ainlu, 
«r doiif diingi u imaoeoiiBtiUi M tba btii>d poM U aba** UMed to hsra dMM 
vben arisqk 

In 17ei, sftv the connexiaa b«tii«e& htan and the pwi* of Kirit«udlnighl 
wai di«olT«d in the mauaar wa hftva meMloMd, fflwiUadi ramoAd to E£n- 
buigh, wfcera he leoeired boardan into hit hawa,' MpeifoUnding iht (tudiaa of 
Iboae who choae t« ham mcb awiitanofci " In due occapatioti," My* Hadcaode, 
" no teacher wa* pnfaap* arer move agraaable to Ui po^li, nar xHuter of a 
family to iti inmaua, than Dr Bladdocfc. Tba geBrUeneai of hi* mumen, Ae 
benignity of hit diapodtioD, and that wana IntMcrt in the happitMM of odien 
wliich led him to ooMtantly to pmniM* it, were qnoUtiea tiurt ooaM sot fall to 
procnre hin tlie love and MgMrd of the you^ people oomndtled to hli chafga ; 
while Om aodety whidi eateem aad reapeot for hit duraeter and fait genint 
often atwi^led at his houae, allbrded IImdi an adrantage nnly to be found in 
ettabtiikBenlB ef a tinular kind. Ifee mitbr of tUi secourt hat fivqnently been 
witnen of the fkmily tcene at Dt Bladdodcl ; fata teen the good man amidtt 
tbe drde irf hit yoeng Meaia, eager to do Um tUl Ae little olHoet <rf kindneta 
which he teented to much to merit and to teeL In Miia Mdety he appeared en- 
tirely to forget the priratlon of dgfrt, and the melandioly nhicb, at dim time*. 
It rai^ produce. He entered widi tlie dieeifid playflibMti of a yomg nun in- 
to all the tprigfady nsmttWe, the ipcrtfid fhscy, the haBMroaa Jett, that roae 
armmd him. It wei a tigbt highly grati^rta^ to pUlanthropy to fee bow nnidi 
a mind endowed with knoiriadge, Idadled by gemu^ and abore all, llgfated itg 
widi innocence and ^ety, like BkcUoekfa, eouU orercome Ae weight oi iu own 
calamity, and «njey the content, the bapplneii, tbe gt^ety of othen. Setenl of 
thoae inmatei of Dr Blacklodtt Ikkm retained, in fiitun lift, aH the wannth of 
that impieaiion wliidi hito friendihip at thia eariy period had made upon tboai ; 
and in variout quartan of the world he had ftiendi and ooireapondenta from 
whom no lengdi of time, or diitsnce of place, had e'i«r eatranged falm." 

In Ibeae bouit of todal relaxation, Bladdock fbuMl one of th» greateat ple»- 
Burea of Ui exiitence. Hoaic alio sffbtded him a linly gratifiea^oo ; for be 
sung with taate, and peifbrmed tolerably weD on leteTal inttrumenta, particularly 
on the flute. He had learned to play on the flagedet in conte^oenee of a 
dream in wUdi he tappoeed hinuelf to lift«n to the moat enchanting melody, 
produced by a diepherd on a IriBmde from that inMiument ; and be alwayt caiw 
ried one In hit pocket, on wfaidi he wat by no meant arene from being adud to 
perform, — " a natural feeling,** nyt Hadunde, " frr a Uind man, niio that 
addt a acene to the drama of hii lociety.n We have already aDaded to bit tldll 
In compoahicm, ithidi wai begun early at leait, if it waa not very aariduoudy 
cuhirated. Ibere tt a ipedmen of h^ abilitiea in tfait way in the KJin hmgh 
Magazine and Beriew for 1774, under the title 4J " Abtence, a Paitoral, aet to 
mtidc, by Dr BkcklodL" 

Biacklock^ friendahlp with Beattie commenced about a year after hit relnm 
from Kitkcudtwigfat to Edinburgh. Ilie fe«t letter from ths opponent at Hume, 
dated In 1765, expreasBi tatiafaction that tbe prtte n t of a copy of our auflior'a 
poena had at lait aflbrded tbe opportunity of ettabllahing an acqaaiutancet The 
comtpondence wai for tome time kept op with great rqitilarity by Beattie, wfao, 
when the coaopoiiUon of tbe " Mhutrel " bad not adraneod beyond a few 
ttanzaa.expUinedbiiplBntotheblindbard. TheprcgreatofawcritofitillgMaiar 
importance wai confided to BlacUodc The "Easy on the Immutability of 

■ Ha occupied the two upper flata of & hona* at ths wiel end of W«tt Nloglion StntU 
louklug torrarda 8t CiUhbeit'* Chmpel of Sue buiylng greoiid. 
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UonJ SentiiMiit" bATing been peraaed snd approved by him, tbe moM esWn- 
sive pUa uid object of the " Emaj on IVulh " wsi bIm diadoaed ; and that he 
mu planed with the dengn, and encouraged the author Ut proceed, may be ua- 
dentood bom itliat afterwaid* took place : on Ibe publication of the work, it 
WB* thou^ neceaury, by Beattiel Iriendi, that an analyaia of i^ giving a brief 
and popular view of the manner in whidi the tubject vrai treated, ihould be in- 
serted in the oewpapen ; and " thii taik," Sir William Forbes layi, " Dr 
Blacklock undert4Kd[, and executed ' with much ability." On Blacklock*! put 
thia literary Intercoune waa cultirated by allowing Beattie the perusal of a 
trandation of the " Cenie " of D'H^ponoourt de Grafigny, which he had made 
auder the title of "Seraphina." Tliit play waa not intended to be either 
printed or broMj^ on the atoge ; but tho tianiUtor appean to hare been under 
wiaa appreheuuons, in oouM^uence of Ilw proc^iedingi in regard to " Douglai," 
that, if hi* baring engaged ia (uch a work ihould come to be known, it might 
draw upon him the cenaure of the dwrch court*, or at leait, of the more rigid 
eccletiaatica. We find Dr Beattie exhorting him not to be afraid of meeting 
with Mr Horae'i tieaCtDeDt ; for tbat " to traoilate a dramatic poem could nerer 
be mode to be on a footing witb mmpoiing one and bringing it on the Btage." 
Thii ii hut indiOerent logic, we are alraid, and marrelloudy leeemblea that of 
certain •choolboyi, who, ambidoiw of rendering their diacoune more emphatic by 
the admixture of oatha, yet dreading to (wear the conunon Engliah Idnd, think 
(hemaelrea aeone in adopting a few out of the learned languagea, or in apelUng If 
they do not pronounce them. Whether Blacklock waa aatisGed with hia friend'a 
reaaouiog, or if be took a dil&rent rlew of the caae, and ooniidered that, thou^ 
there might be lone riak, (here waa no hann in the dramatic ibrm of competi- 
tion, doea not appear j but he rentured tteyond trantlation, and actually wrote a 
tragedy, of which, howerer, the aubject and merita are alike unknown, aa it had 
been ^ iato the tumda of Mr Andrew Crotbie, adrocate, and could never be 
recoTwed. It ia prol^able that the auggestiou of Dr Beattie procured for our 
author &6m the collie of Aberdeen the degree of D. D, in 17S7. Afler the 
publication «f the " Eaaay on Truth" and of the " Minatrel" had introduced 
him to a literary ac(|uaintanoe much more exienaive than be prerioualy enjoyed, 
we do not find that Beattie cultivated Bladdock'a cocrespondeDce with the tame 
aaaiduity Da before ; but he never ceaoed to lore and reapect him, which ia mani- 
feated by the epitaph which tin afflictiona of hia own later yean did not prevent 
bim from writing for hia frielld. 

Finding that hia in(z«anng yeara and jnfirmitiea required repose, Dr Black- 
lock diacontiDued the keying of boardera in 1787. But though hia bodily 
vigour began to fail, he experienced no diminution of that benerolance which 
bad ever characteriaed him. Hit own geniua having been greatly indebted to 
patronage, he waa ever ready to acknowledge it in olhen, and etpedally to cul- 
tivate and bring it into reputation iriiere he found it atruggling with obtcurity. 
tioT were biaeffortf for thia pm^Mwe confined to occaiional acta of liberality — 
they were laborioua and lopg-coutinued. He hod taken a boy from a village 
near Carlitle to lead him, and perceiving in the youth a willingneaa to learn, 
taught him I^itin, Greek, and French, and having thui fitted him for a alation 
•uperior to that in which he waa tram, procured for him the aituadon of aecr»- 
tary to Lord Miltan, who waa chief active manager of atate allliin in Scotland fo« 
many yeara. Thit young man wat Richard Hewitt, known to the admirer of 
Seotlith aong aa the author of " Ratlin GaalJe." Hewitt tettified hia gratitude 
to hia inttructor by a copy of complimentary renea, in erery line of which may 
be traced the diief e'celleuoe of compoiitiona of that deacxiption — tiuceiityi 
1 EdlubuTfli Evening Couranti !d Jun«> ITTCt 
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but he did not long enjoy his diatige of fortune, harinf died in I7Si from tlia 
fatigue of the office to frbidi he had been elerated. 

But vi« (iod a itill more eminent eismple of Bbddodc'i lolicitude to pro- 
mote the inleresta of the loni of geniui, in hi* being the first mnu unong the 
literary drclei of Edinburgh nho appredated the poetry of Bumi, (perhapi, in- 
deed, because he had the earliest oppOTbiniCy of becoming acquainted with it,) 
and kindled in the author the ambition of a prize beyond that of prorindal 
fame. The Her. AIf Lawrie of Newmills had transmitted to Blacklock a copy of 
the Kihmimock edition of Bums' poems. It is not easy for a modem reader to 
understand with what wonder and dehght Blacklock must hare perused them. 
In our time, the pleasure felt from bis most perfect piecei Is damped by the re- 
c<dlection of their authors melancholy fiite. What reflecting mind can turn 
from the perusal of the " MounUtin Dusyf with any other feeling than one of 
sorrow that Bums was not a better and a happier man p But while his career 
was yet to run, with wliat enri^le anticipations mutt sudi a perusal hate inspired 
a generous heaiti Here was poetry the purest and moat genuine : he who pro- 
duced it was of no note ; but to what A high place in his country^ esteem might 
he not rise! The world was then all betbn him, and he capable of attaining 
whaterer fiune the most ardent imagination could desire. With calnnesi, yet 
with energy, the enthusiastic Bladclock indicated his own admiratiou and the 
certunty of the poet's future bme : — " many iDStancec," he wrote to Mr Lawrie, 
" have I teen of nature's force and beneficence exerted under numerous and 
formidable disadrantage* ; but none equal to that with idiich you haie been 
kind enough to present me. Tliere it a pathoi and delicacy in his serious poems, 
a rein of wit and humour in those of a more festire turn, «U<di caimot be too 
much admired nor too wannly approved, I think I shall nerer open the book 
without feeling my astonishment renewed and increased. — It were mudi to be 
wished, for the sake of the young man, that a second edition, more numerous 
than the former, could immediately be printed ; at it appears certain that its in- 
trinsic merit, and the exertion of the author's friends, might giro !t a more uni- 
TOrinl circulation than any thing of the kind which hat been published within 
my memory." — " I had taken the last iarewell of my few friends," tay* Bums ; 
" my chest wai on the road to Greenock ; I had composed tlie last song I should 
erer measure in Scotland — ' The Gloomy night i* gathering fatt ' — when a letter 
from Dr Blacklock to a friend of mine OTerlhrew all my schemes, by opening 
new prospects to my pootic ambition. The Doctor belonged to a set of critics 
for whoM applause I had not dared to hope. His opinion that I would meet 
with encouragement in Edinburgh for a second edidoo, fired me so much, that 
away 1 potted for that dty, without a tingle acquaintance, or a tingle letter at 
introduction," — " Blacklock received him," says Dr Currie, " with all the ar- 
dour of affectionate admiration ; he eagerly introduced him to the retpectahle 
circle of hit friendt ; he contulted his interest ; he emblazoned bit fame ; be 
laririied upon him all the kindness of a generous and feeling heart, into whidi 
nothing seljisb or enrioui ever found sdmittanco." — " In Dr Bladdoclt," Burnt 
himself writes to Mr Lawrie, " In Dr Blacklock, wh(»n 1 we very often, I have 
found what I would hare expected in our friend, — a dear head and an excellent 
heart." It is not our business. In this place, to trace Buna's career farther. 
Dr Bladilock's duty towards him waa performed, when be bad btttowed upon 
liim erery mark of prirate regard, and contlgned him to the care of more influ- 
ential patront. After Bums retired to the country, tome letters patted between 
them, which, on Dr Bladdodct part, diow how very poorly a remarkably tenuble 
man could write when he had little to say, and thought to compensate for the 
tneagrenest of hit nibject by elenUing it into rhymSh 
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Beddci the miaoelluMOui poem* by whidi Dr Blacklock is beat known ai an 
Buthor, bo publithed Mrersl olhur worii«. In 1766 be gare to the world an 
" E*»ay towardi UuiTenal Etymology ;" in 1760, " The Bight ImproTement of 
Time, a Sermon ;" in tlw eniuing year another (ermon, entitled " Faith, Hope, 
and Charity compBied." In 1767 appeared hi* "Faradesi*; or Coiualation* 
deduced from Nalnral and It«T«akd Beligirai," in two dinertationi, the fint 
uppoeed t« be Ciceiva, tranalated by Dr Blauklock, — the other written by him- 
•el£ Thi* work, to uae the aulhor>i own touching word*, '* wu begun and pur- 
luod by it* author, to diTSH wakeful and melancholy houn, whidi the recoUec- 
lion of past miafoitunea, and the lenae of protent inoonTenienoea, would oliier> 
wlae hare Kveidy embittered." He eodearoun, but without tucoeM, to prOTO 
the authenUdty of the ditMrtntion aiizibed to Cicero, which he bai tnnalated 
with fidelity and elegance : the object of the original difcourae i* tA prore the 
(uperiority of the conaolation* afforded by revealed religion. In 1768, he 
priated " Two IKacounei m the Spirit and Erideneei of Christianity ," trana- 
lated bom the Flench of Mr Jamea Armand, To thi* woric he pnfiiced a long 
dedication to IheiModeiator of the General Ateembly. In 1773 appeared hi* 
"Panegyric on Great Britain," which *how* him to have poiaened coniiderable 
talents for sa^re had he chowu to punue that (pedes of writing. Hi* latt pro- 
duction wa* in 1771, " The Graham, an Heroic Ballad, in Pour Cantos ;" in- 
tended to pnmote a good undentanding between the natirea of England and 
Scotland. He coubribuled to the Eacycloptedia Britannica, in 1783, the article 
Blind — B little treatise of peculiar interest, which we ham bad occaaion to 
quote in the present account of it* author. He it also said to hare written the 
Essay on Poetry, and others on rarious subjects in the same woric Dr Block- 
lock leA behind him in nianu*<iipt tome vdumes of •eruona, and a Treatiie on 

In hi* latter years our author was oceiutonally afflicted with deafness — in hit 
cate a double calamity, a* at the period* when it ritited him, be was in a nuumer 
■hut out fr<an all oommunication with the external world. In this fbrlom con- 
dilioD — old, blind, and sometimes daaf — it wa* more difficult for him than for- 
inerly to bear up against the depression of apirit* to whidi he bad olwAys been 
more or less subject; but his gentlene« of temper nerer forsook him, and 
though be could not altogether aroid o»npIaint, he was not loath to discover 
and state some alleriatiug circumstance along with it He died firmn ferer after 
a week'i illneit, on the Tth July, 1791, and was l>uried in the ground of St 
Cuthbert's Chapel of Ease, where there is a bnubstone erected, with the folbw- 
ing intcription by Dr Beattie : — " Viro Bereiendo Thorns Blacklodc, D. D.' 
Frotx^ Pio, Benertdo, Omnigenft Doctrinfi Eiudito, Poette sublimi; ab iucunabu- 
li* uaque oculi* cnpto, at hilari, faceto, amici*que semper cariiumo ; qui natus 
XXI Noremb. hdccxx. obiit vu Jiilii, mdccici : Hoc Monumentuui Vidua <yus Sail 
Ji^uuton, mc»ens P." 

It ba* been said of Dr Blacklodc that " he nerer lost a friend, nor made a 
foe;" and peifaap* no literary man ever passed through life so perfectly free 
fr<mi envious feeling, and so entirely respected and beloved. His conrenta- 
tion wo* lirely and entertaining ; his wit was acknowledged, but it had no tinge 
of majice ; his tamper was gentle, hi* feelings worm — intenae ; hi* whole cha- 
racter vra* one to which may be applied the epithet amiable, without any quali- 
fication. We do not deny hiw the merit of thi* ; but he was placed in circum- 
■tances farourable for the development of tuuh a character: bis blindness, 
together with hi* geniu*, prepaHe**ed all in hi* favour, and procured him uany 

> Thadatalea] miJcr will esilly detect a fmilt berg— Disbufolii Docturt wbich, It maybe 
Tsmwlud, iriis aba cnminlllvd en ous Dccaiiou bv Dr Admn. 
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wann Inend* ; while he ma nerer tn hazard of creatiiig eaenuoi, bacauM, Wing 
tncBpadtated for on; of the moia actire puriuiu of lifo, hi* iDteraaU did not 
oome Into coUiaon with tlioae of an; other upiraot in a aimtlar path. He wu 
thui enabled to '' Uvb pleaiant," at br sa hii intercouiM with Aa world na* co» 
cemed In hia own mind, he did not at all tinei enjoy the cbeerililneM which hia 
excellent temper and hit pietf nught eeem to pronuaa ; he laboured under a de 
preauon of ipiriti, which grew upon him, u the buoyancy of youth and tfae energy 
of manhood declined. When we coniider how much more we are liable to niper- 
adtioua fear* and alarm* of erery kind during the night'tban in the day, it doe* 
iidt appear aurpriiing, that thoie condemned to ceaMlaM darkneM ihould find il 
inipotaible to pibdue their lente of lonelinea and destitutioa. No TSriety of 
riaible object*, no beauty of colour or grace of motion, STer direrti tfae mind 
of the blind man horn brooding over il* own pliantaamata ; the ear may be aaid 
to be the only inlet by which he can receiTe dieering idea*, and hence, when 
oompanionleii, he beconwi liable to the intmaion of doubts and dreada in an 
endle** tr^n. The bodily inactirity to which the want of (ight compel* him- 
and hi* excluiion from buaine«, unhappily promote the aama morbid aentibility ; 
and though aodety may aflbrd him many gleam* of delight, the long houra of (o- 
litude bring back the prerailing gloom. From Ihii diiease of the mind, Dr 
Blaeklodc'* jaried *tore* of acquired knowledge, the natite iweetne** of hi* tem- 
per, and the tender care* of an aflbctionale wife, could not preaerve him. It 
night be the cauM of uneaiineai to himself bowCTer, but nerer inftuenced hi* 
behariour to other* ; it made him melandioly, but not moroie. Eren tbey 
who look uptm it a* being, in ordinary iiuluice*, a fantastic and blameable 
weaknei*, nuiat pity the preaent lutrerer, in whttn lO many cauae* concurred to 
render it irreiiftible. 

To Dr Blacklock a* a poet, the rank of lliit-rale eicellence haa not been as- 
signed, and Is not claimed ; but his wt^ca poisesi solid media, which will al- 
ways repay a perusal. The thought* are, for the moit part, vigorous, aeldom le«( 
than just ; and they are ccmTeyed with a certain inteotity of expressicm, whidi 
thoin them, ereo when not uncommon in IhemaelTce, to be the ofKprtng of a 
superior geniu*. A* the production* of a blind man, they pre*ent a study irf the 
rery hi^est intei«et, and hare fi^uently been liewed a* a problem in the 
■dence of mind. The authcv hinuelf leem* to have been net unwilling to inrest 
Ibam with a certain character of mystery: " It is postlble," he say*, "for the 
blind, by a retentire memory, to tell you, that the ^y ii an anue ; that die *un, 
moon, anditan, are bright; that the rose is red, the lily while or yellow, and 
the tulip rariegated. By continually hearing theae substantire* and adjecdres 
joined, he may be mechoaieally taught to join them Id the lame manner ; but as 
he nerer had any sen«atian of colour, boweier accurately he may speak of 
coloured object*, his language msst be like that of a parrot, — without meaning, 
or without idea*, Homer, Milloo, and Osuan, had been long acquainted with 
Ilia risible world before they were surrounded with cloud* and ever-during dark- 
nei*. Tbey might, therefore, still retun ttie warm and pleaaing imprestioni of 
what they had leen. llieir description* might be animated with all the rapture 
and enlhixiasm which originally fired their bosom* when tlie grand or delight- 
ful objeda which they delineated were immediately beheld. Nay, Aat enAmiacm 
might •UU. be heightened by a bitter aenae of their las*, and by that r^;ret whldi 
a situation so diimal might naturally inspire. But how shall we account for fbt 
lame energy, the same transport of description, exhibited by those on whose 
nund* Ttsible objecti were cither nerar l]npre*sed, or hare been entirely obliter- 
ated? Yet, however unaccountable thia fact may appear, It i* no le** certain 
than extraordinary. But dellcMy, and other paitionlar chrGUmslnnce*, forbid ua 
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to enter Into thii duquUition with that ounutonetB and piediiMi which It i^ 

" Mr SpenM obMrrM," asfa 0m mitW' in the Gentleman*! Maguoe,' '' that 
Bladdodcn notion «f day may ootoprebend the ideal ef wannA, Tariet; of 
mvn^ tociety, and dMerfulnen ; and hia notion «r ni^t, dM CMilmy ideas of 
ddUm*, nknee, icditade, melanbhdy, and, eocanoiiaUy, enn of b<Nm)r'. that 
he edntittttei the idea of ^arj tar that «f the nm ; and «r glory in a leai de- 
gree for thoae of die moon and itan : that )u« idea of the beanu vf dn ion may 
be compoaed of thii idea of glory, and that of npidity ; that tometbtsg of aeli- 
dity, too, may pstfaapi be admitted both into hi« idea ef hgfat and dailu>e« ; 
but that irimt his idea of glory ij, cannot be deteimined. Mr Spenoe abo re- 
mark!, that Mr filaddodi nay atCrlbula pdanem to grie^ brightnen to the eye^ 
dieeTflifaMnto gnen,aDdagli>wtogemsBDdr()eea,iiitho(itBnydetenwiiate>d«ia; 
aa boyi at edrool, when, in their dittreu for a word to lengtlran out a rent, fliey 
find jxtrparra* <dor, or purptiraai man, may atienrarda use the vpditi purpu- 
rent with propriety, thon^ they know not what it meou!, and bate norer aeen 
either a iwan or the eea, or heatd dist the fwan ia ef a light, and die aea of a 
daik coloor. But he mpposea, too, diat Vb Blacklodc may have bem able to 
diatinguidi coloun by hi! touch, and to hare made a new Tocabutary to himaelf, 
by Rilntitadng tangible for tiiihle difference*, and g^iving' thMn (he Mme nanuw ; 
io that green, widi him, may «eem something pleating or aoft to the toudi, and 
red, aomediing diapleasing w tou^ In defence of diii mppodtioB. it hai been 
•aid, with imne planribility, that the lame diqpoeition of put* In the wr&cei ol 

1 We bare already atated our bdlef that Ihli writer « 
dance wli§ch Iba paawEea oaiMcl In tlie taxt affard, then 
/ofBlaoklod" ~ 

baUUty & tlutlwr IwiRhlaBed byt — 

he *lsW ScoUand. On bdng introduced at Mr Boawell'!. the Eii^U!h moraUit'recriTed 



bal critldim In the uticle w 
laxleogTBpher: ■ Some pam 
at Un Ant *iaw, bat apon ■ 
to be wteng m tbey radett tl 



-' Dear Dr Bladilodi, I txa iStd (o ■«• na T ■■ 
Ml told by Mr B«einU,tbatDrJohiuoii,onlil> re- 
jd once u Dr Blacklock'* houn. We srtsem the ii 
liaie Jiut ipvlnn of, at equally charactariiUc of lh« IQiistrit 
se," R f! ranarind, 'appearto have aomethlngwr™ In llu 
are accunta Impaotloik are tbond Io ba rigbC, or at leait u 
&altB of othon. In tnios Terwa, 



u to ba an Impropar ccnnBiIon of [deaa ; but the ImpropriaCy Is In a grral degrsa 
;. Wa bare Joined ideas wUch Mr Blacklot^ vrltbaut any absunUEy, 



depth 
eHM 



ndodad only <.._» — e — r— > — — — n — » 

niarata good men from the lore of Qod ; nelth«) aaje Mr Bladdoek, 

conoaaf anv behig from hie diht. And that he ^ not here nppoee coDcaaliuont the 

- . _, ..._._» ^oapitbat boDndlM, which he ha* giTan to that 

liaiglit and depth, or. In ether wordi, unfteml 



diht. _„ 

, appaen {dainty inm the apilbat iHiDiidlH!, 
. Kendi" ■" 

poim, there h no proportion batweenma depth i 
■■ Tlura l! ceitalaly a DJitake In the laM line of this conplat : 



view wlilph ha nippoiea to comprehend an iMght and depth, or. In ether wonh, ut 
ipaea. It must, bove*er, ba granted, that aa bdgbt and depth are relative to a 
poloL there h no proportloD between the depth of a cara and the height of a Mar. 



andgrapi 
lalbiely 



Bttiftnlted to that ai 



1 the foK eould not readi tl 

Jcenlalnedtbti latter pewge by aayiob "that 

^ ^j of the Soiptoni ' Take ua the tata, the litUe foxai^ that fpoll the ri 

tbr our ffaM! ban trader frapea.' CaM, IL IS." 



. an Inordinate hjTe of grapee 
mA the gnpea, ha eald ibn 
" that he alluded to that waB- 
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bodiet, whidi nuluo ttiein reflect dili&rent ray* of light, may make Uieni IM h 
diHweatly to die exquiiita tuudt of a blind nun. But there ii m much differ, 
enee in tlw tangible qualitiea of Ihin^ of the lanie ooloux, eo much roi^bneM and 
smoothneM, hudiaeH and Boftnes, aiuing from other cames, that it ii oiore dif- 
ficult to conceive hew that minute degree aridng' from colour ihould be dittiii> 
guiahed, than how a blind man ihonld talk leniibly on the aubject without hanng 
made Mch dittinetion. We cannot coneeire how a piece of red TelTet, woollen 
cloth, csiublet, lilk, and painted caniraM, ihould hare Mntething in Monmon, 
which can be diitinguiahed by the touch, through the greateet differenee In all 
qualidee nhich the toudi can diicorer ; or in what mode green buckram ihould 
be more loft and plesaing to the touch than red Telret If the softneii peculiar 
to green be diitinguiihed in the bucknun, and the hanhnea peculiar to red in 
the Tclr^ it must be by mhih quaUty with which the red of mankind are ai 
littke acquainted ai the blind with colour. It may peihapt be laid, that a blind 
man ia nippoeed to diidnguiih colours by Iiii teuch, only iriien all things are equal 
But if thit be admiUed, it would at much riolate the order of hie ideai to call 
relTet red, as to call loRnaB hatih, or, indeed, to call green red ; velret being 
MKoeirtiat lofl and pleaiing to the touch, and ioD>en4ut loft and pleinng to the 
touch being hli idea of gnen.» 

"nie acuteneai of then remadci laaTOi in to regret that the author eluded the 
diKusion of the meet difficult part of the lubjeot, and fixed upon Aet concern- 
ing which there ii no diapute : Blacklodc hinuelf adoioiriedged vibat ii here 
•aid about diitinguidiing coloun by tiie toudi, to be true si far si be wa« con- 
cerned, that being a nicety of perception whid>, Ihougli reported to be pone«ed 
by othen, he in rain endearonred to attain. " We faaTe known a perswi," be 
eaya, in hii article mi BUndneM, " who loit the um of his dght at an early pe- 
riod of inikncy, who, in the nracity or delicacy of hli eeniationi, wsi not, per- 
hape, inferior to any one, and who had oAen heard irf othen in hii own iltuation 
capable of diitingujjhing coloun by touch nidi the ubnoat exactne* and promp- 
tituda Stimulated, therefiwe, partly by curicalty, to acquire a new train of 
Ideal, if that acquisition were poesible, but itill more by inoedulity wib reapect 
to the facts related, be tried repeated experimento by touching the aurfaoei of 
difierent bodies, and examining whether any such difenities could be found in 
them ai might enable him to diitinguish coloun ; but no such dlrenity could he 
erer asoertain. Sometimee, indeed, he imagined that objeda which had no co- 
lour, or, in edier word*, *udi ai were black, were aomewfaat diRbrent and 
peculiar in their nrtkeet ; but this experiment did not alwayi, nor uniTenally 
hold." 

But eren luppoaing Dr Bladdodi to hare paseaaed the power of distinguiih- 
ing coloun by the touch, and that by handling the coat which be wore be could 
have told whether it wu blue or black, the itodc of ideas that he might thereby 
hare obtained, would hare contributed little to fit him for deMiibing eztemal 
nature. He could hare formed no conception of a landscape fitom the repre- 
tentation of it on canTMi, which, at the moat, could only conrey the idea of a 
plain Mirfaoe corered with a rariety of ipott, iome of which were imoolher and 
more pleaaant to the tou<^ than others, llie pomp of grorei and gfamitura of 
fields would nerer hare been discloeed to hi* yearning fancy by ao ilow and Im- 
perfect a proceB. Nor could hia notions of scenery be mudi improred by what- 
ever other conrentional method he endearoured to form them. Granting thai 
he framed bii idea of the sun upon the model of that of glory, it was still but an 
abstract idea, and could bring him no nearer to a diitinct apprebeniion of the 
splendour with which light corera the &oe of the earth ; nor oould his idea at 
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AU diMe Mippodtiofu fail to affbid a lolutioa of tii» (liflUwlty conceniiiig die 
liaturo of hit ideu of Titible objocti: In order to anive at the proper expUn»- 
don, let m Inquve whence he deiired tbeni : that the iky ii bliie and the fields 
green, he could only leun from the deaaiplioDi of othen. What he learned 
from olben he might combine rarioudy, and by long fiunillarity with the lua (d 
wordi, he might do m correctly, but it wu tram memory alone that he diew hii 
materiah. Inugioatioii could not heighten hii pieturei by itotee of any kind 
but thoM mpplied by hi> recoUecdon of hooka. We wonder, indeed, at the ao 
omte amutgemant of the diffbreot parts in hi* deliueatioiM, and that he ihould 
ever hare boen led to pttim what be ooold not by any powbility undentand — 
bow, for uutanoe, he diould h^ve ibidied with aidour and delight nidi a worit 
he " SeaMu," the a^mdadon of wboie beautiei one would wippoM to depend 
almort eotirely on an acquaintance with the Tiiibls formi of oaation. But 
when we oooiider how deeply be muK hare revetted the want of the tnoit de- 
lightful of our aenie*, it will appear mori natural, that he ihould sbire by erery 
raeani to repair the deficiency, and to be admitted to Bonte diave of the pleaMire 
wliich he had heard that light oanreyi. FVom hia conttaat andearouis to ar< 
rite at lome knowledge of die nature ot riiibh objecti, ba obtained a full com- 
mand of the language proper to tbem ; and the correct application of what fae 
thui leanMtd, ii all that can he claimed for the deaoipdre parti of hii poeby. 
' These nerer present any picture absolutely original, howerer pleavng it may be, 
and howerer mud) it may enhance the ^ct of the lentiment it ii intooduoed to 

Besidsa die earlier notices of Mr Albert Gordon, of Spence, and, we may 
add, of Johnson, Blacklock'i life has been written by Mackenzie with great 
el^ianoe, by Chahners, and by Dr Anderson. The last biographer mentions 
Ifaat " Kane memmn of hii life, written by himself^ are now (1796) in the po»- 
sesdon of Dr Beatde." It ii not improbable that this itatement refen merely to 
the " long letter » from Blacklock to Beatde, already alluded ta If other do- 
cumenb <tf this kind were in the hands of the latter in IT9&, as he had n 
thou^it proper to communicBte them to any of Dr Blacklodi's biogiapbeis, t 
probability is, that he would hate retained Ihem dll his death, and that they would 
ham appeared among hia papen. SirWi]lism^<Kbea,howeTer, makes nomendon 
of any ludi disoorery ; although, besides frequent allusions to him in the coime 
of the life of Or B^de, be has, in the appendix to diat worii, gireo a brief 
iketdi ot that of Dr Bloddodc If sudi memoirs ai«, nerertheleM, in existence, 
and could be reoorered, they would form a most intereidng addidon to our stocb 
of autobit^raphy. 

BLACKWELL, Ai.Euia>m and Eliushh, husband and wlftt The ton 
was brother to the more celdiratsd Dr Hnnnai BladiireU, the lubject of the fol- 
lowing aitide. His father, Tbomos Bladiwell, was at fint minister of Paisley, 
iriience he wai mnored, in 1700, to be one of the ministen of Aberdeen. 
was dure appointed to be Profews of Dinnity in the Mariichal college, and 
afterwards, in 1717, raised by the cntwn to dw rank of Frindpal, which he 
held dll bis deadi in 1798. Alexander, his loa, exidbiled at an eariy period 
ludl symptoms of genius as induced his fstbn' to employ great personal care in 
his edocadon. At fifteen, he wss a perfect Greek and l«da scholar, and he 
aOerwdi disdngniJied himself nrj highly at ndlaga. It would appear that 
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kb union to EUzabelh filockwell, wlio wm the daughter of a neidisnt U Abw^ 
dMD, took place under cUndeitine drcnmitances, and wa* cooiMatod willi a iMp 
wbicfa gvn a direction to all hii future fortunea. ThU m* a aecret elopement 
to London, when he amred l>er<H« any of hii friendi kneir wheie he wah 
Blackirell appean to liare been a man of mercurial and adrsnturoui t«mp«ra- 
mant ; poaasMUig, with theaa qualiliea, «z>clly that degree of ability and boomb- 
pluhment, which haa enabled eo many <rf hU countrymen to prea o cula a iiinnrM 
All carew in London. Hii tint aniployniBnt wa* that of earreaUir <tf the jnm t* 
Mr Wilkina, an eminent printer. Aflerwarda, he waa enabled ta aet up •• a pm»< 
ter on his own account, and for thl* puq^oae ke occupied 
Strand. But be did not long punue thia buainaw befuia i 
IgaiiMt him for not haring eerred a r^ular apprentice Jitp to iL Tbe 
oeaaful defonoe of thia action rained him, and one of biaatidit«n threw Iuk inl« 
jaU, where be lenuuned two yeai& 

Hitheiio we bear nothing of bi« wlfo— and, perhapa, but for tbe nuafcutniMa 
of tbe huaband, the rirtuea of thii nobb wcnan might hare only d«aat«ted a 
prirate rtation, and nerer emerged into the light of p>d>Ua fiime JUka Iba 
flower, however, wbidi blotHoa moM by ni^, the better quality of womau'i ni^ 
ture ii chiefly deielopod undec the doiid of kotow ; and it ii only when Am 
powen of man hare been pnatnted, or found of no a*ail, that her weakneM 
ihiue* forth in iu real diamXer — latent rirength. Eliaabath BlackweU ha^ 
pened to poiMM a taato fu drawing flowen ;— a taite them ao Tery rare, that 
tbei* waa hardly any engrand week in oiiatenM, cwitainiag le p wa on telkna el 
Ihb interealing department of a«ation. Tbe adwowledged want of a food 
herbal occwred to Itwr a* aOhidii^F the meana of exertiiig thla gift in a umC*! 
way; and aome of her fint Mtsmfto being adiinitted to Sir Han* Skiaae, Dr 
Mead, and other eminent pfaynctaiia,ahe toon tooaiTedanOciantenaovaganMUt to 
proceed in her work. A document, attetting tbeir aa^Action with Mr« Blada- 
well'i ipedmena, and reoonmending bar niwitwplattd wwk (0 pohlie attention, 
wa* aigned by tix emioent phyaiciawi, including Iheae gMittaiae^ and bean 
date, "October I, 1736." By tbe adrioe of Hi Band, an MHlnant ^eteoaiy, 
demonatrator to the Company of ^otheoviaa in tbe Botanie Gaiden at Chelaaa, 
Mn Bladiwell hired a houie near that 
tunity of recelring Aa neceanry flow 
wanted tlieni ; ibe alio reoaiied great 
PhiLp HiUer, en well known for hia publicationa ooonected wiA kortieukunk 

Hn Blatdiwell not only made drawioga of Ae flowera, but 4m abo engraTed 
them on copper, and coloured tbe print* with her own baaid& Her hudMttdlenl 
bU the aid in hii power, by attarhing tbe Latin nanee <tf the planla, togetfanr 
with a Aort account ot tlieir principal idiaracten and uae*, chiefl^ taken, by pei^ 
mi«ioo, from Miller'i << Botanienm OfBcinale." The &st nihune of the weak 
appeared in 1737, in latge folio, containing two hundred and fiity-two plati^ 
eadi of wliidi i* occupied by one diitinct Sower cr plant ; and waa dedicated to 
Dr Head, with tbe following addreaa ; " Ai die wocM i* indebted to the en- 
oourageM of erery public good, if the following undertaking iheuld pron nioh, 
it ia but jurtice to declare iriio hare been the ^ef promoten of it ; and aa you 
wu the fint who adriaed ila publicatini, and hoaoared it with your naoM, give 
me leare to tell the raadw* bow mwA Itwy are in your debt for tbi* work, and 
to aduiowledge the honour irf your iUend^p." llie aecond Tolums, oeaplat- 
Ing tlie number of plate* to fire hundred, appeared in 1739, and waa inaoibad 
to Mr Band, in an addreai breathing a* ferrent aapitit of gntlluda, andadtBOw- 
tedging that, in her own ignorance of Botany, the waa entirely obliged to him 
for the oompleteDea* of the wwk, ao far aa it weuL IIm drawing! are in gen*- 
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nl bllbfid ; and if Umm U tnntiiig that atxtmej wfaldi modsm iinproTCmmti 
1mi« rMd«rMl iW CdWUj . in ddiiiMtlnjf tbe tatm minut* paita, yet, upM) th« 
whole, tlie flginwa an foffloiBiitly dirtinetiTe of tlw subjecti. Tbe rtyle of th« 
cognniigi U what would now be called hard, but it ii fUlly on a leTel with Ae 
pMralling taata of the age ; and, ai a piece (rf labour, ezecutad, it would a^ 
pear, in the ipace of four Tean, by Ae banda of one womim, the iriK^ wok i« 
entitled ^ke to our wander and admiratioD. While Mn Bladcwell waa pro- 
Medina in her taik, die attracted Qie attentim of many penona of eminmt rank 
and tbamtar, and abo a great number of •clentific penona. who -riiited her at 
Chelaea, and aAbrded her many maiki of kindnev. On die compUtion of tbe 
fint Totums, (he wai permitted in perton to preaent a copy to the College erf 
PhyiidBBa, who acknowledged her extraordinary merit by a handaonw preMuti 
aa well aa a teMimOBlal, under the handa of the preaident and cenaon of tfie io- 
itilutioD, diaracteriaiDi; her wt^ aa " moat Uiriiil," and reconmiending it to the 
public^ It aeemi to hare been at thii period of her laboun, Aat, aAer haring 
all along mppocted h«r ftmlly by her own exertiiMa, At waa enabled to redeem 



Bladnmll, after hia isleaae, lived tor some time at Chebea with hii wife, and, 
OH her account, wai much reapeoted. He attempted to perfect himaelf in the 
atndy of pltyli<^ and alae fimied aohemea for the ioipro*ement of waate land& 
lUi latter aubjeet he Mudied to audi a d^ree, n to be enabled to write an 
apkDhntal IraatiM, wtucli attracted lome attention, Amtnig hii other oecupa- 
tioBi, for iome time, waa a proaecution which he entered into against aoine 
pinMUera, for pirating hi* wife'i botanioil platea. By hla mccaaa in Aii aUUr, 
he re*engaa in aome meaaire the penecUion to which he had been aubjected for 
Ida inadTertent breadi <^ another exchirire kw. Hia agricultural hnowledge 
gndnaUy became known, and he waa often eonaiilted on difficult pconta con- 
neeted with diat acience, and received humlMMi foea fer hia tnwbla. At «m 
time be waa em^oyad by flw Dnke tf (Aaudoa in wperinleBdliig aone agriml- 
tnral opeiationa at Cannotw. Hia weric on agrleultuio, wbidt waa pobliAed at 
Aia time, renmunended him to ttie atteolion of a atill higher patronage — the 
Swediah awbaiwtHor, who, having tranindtted a copy to hii court, w&i directed 
lo engage tbe author, if poadble, to go to Stodsholm. Blackwell acoepled diia 
e^fageoMBt, and aaihd for Am Swediih capital, tearing hia wife and one child 
In England, with a promln that he would iood lend for them. He waa teeetred 
in the kindeit manner at the court of Btockhohn, waa lodged in the houw of 
the Prime Huilater, and waa allowed a pendon. "Ae king of Sweden happen- 
ing aoon after to be taken dangerouily ill, Blackwell waa pennitled to preaoribe 
for Um, and hod flie good fratime to effect a cure. He waa conaequendy ap- 
pointed one of the Idngia phyndani, and ityled Doctor, Aougfa it doea not 
appear diat he erer took a degree in medidna. While enjoying all thia good 
fbrtune, be wat not forgetful ef hia wife, but aent her aeveral aumi of money, and 
die waa on the ptnnt of tailing to jida hiia at Stockholm, when all hii propecti, 
and life ilaalf, were orerwheltoed at one blow. It 1* probable, from the cfaarao- 
ler of hii brother Thomaa, that he waa a ifcrrent admirer <a die principle* ol 
dril liberty. Nodiing, moreover, can be mote probable than that a man, ao 
cuitamed to all the freedom of speech iriiich i« m harmlealy pennitted in Bri- 
uin, might not very readily Bccommodnte himaelf to that [oiidenee of the tongut 
wliidi i* demanded from the aubjectj of an arbitrary monarcby. It ii at leait 
oeitain, that be wai apprehended on ampidon of being connected with a plot, 
wUdi had bem formed by one Count Te»n, for orertuming the conrtitutioD of 
the kingdom, and altering the line of uicoeiiion. Being put to the torture, be 
ia allaged to bara oonfeNed a ccmcem in thii conipiracjr. Every reader, how- 
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erer, will acknowledge, tlut conftMioiu under the toituie form hirtoricol doc»- 
uienli at s rary queetiMtoble nattmb Being tried for hi* mppoied oflbnce befbn 
ft royal conuninuon, lie WM •entsnced to be broken alire on the wheal, and put 
to the death of a titdtor. In the coune of hii trial, ume imputation* w 
thrown upon hii Britannic Hajeaty, for which, in conjunction with other cina 
Mancea, the Briliih ambHtador waa recalled baa Blodcholm. Hie unftntunate 
Blackwell wu executed, July 99th, 174T, but no^ it would appear, with the 
tuiturea aligned by hia lentenoe. On the acaflbtd, be protetted to the people 
his entire Innocence of the Crimea laid to hli charge, and, ai the beat proof of 
what be rtated, pointed out hia utter want of all motive fcr engaging in an at- 
tempt againit the gOTemnHtnL He prayed wilh great devotion, but happening 
to lay hit bead wrong upon the block, he lemaiked good-humouivdly, tha^ t 
thii waa hia fiiat ezperimsnl, *o wonder he required a little infraction. Tb 
date of Hi« Blafdiwell<* death ia not aaoertained.' Her wuk waa afterwarda ri 
publlthed on the continent 

BLACKWELL, Tuoau, the i«atorar irf Greek literature in tlM North of Scot- 
land, and a learned writer of the dghteenth century, wa* brother to the aubjeet 
of the preceding article^ He waa bora at Aberdeen, Auguat Ui, 1701, and 
after receiving tlie nidimenta rd hii education at the Grammar School of hia na- 
tjre city,* enterod hii academical comae at the Hariachal Collie, where he took 
the degree ofA.M.inl718. A aeparale profeaiordiip of Greek had not ex- 
i*t«d in thia aeminory preriou* to 1700, and the beat of tbe andent language* 
waa at that period very liule culliTated in Scotland. Blackwell, haring turned 
hia attention to Greeli, waa hoDonred, in 1793, when only twenty-two yean of 
age, with a crowo appointment to thia diair. He entered upon die diadiargeof 
the dudei of hia <Ace with the utmeat ardour. It perfectly auited hia inclination 
and habita. He waa an enthuMattic admirer of the language and literalura of 
Greece, and the whole bent of fait (todie* waa exduairely devoted to the cultiva- 
tion of polite teaming. He had the merit of rearing aome nry eminent Gireek 
tcholan, among wbom may be mentioned Frlodpal George Campbell, Dr Alex- 
ander Gerard, and Dr Jamea Beattiet Hm laat Itaa borne ample teaiimoay to 
the merit of hit matter, in hia "Eaaay on the Utility tA Claaaicol Learnings" 
iriiere he atylea Principal Blackwell " a nry learned author." 

Dr Blackwell fint appeared befiwe the public, aa «n author, in 1737. Hia In- 
quiry into the Lifb and Writiogt of Homer waa publidied at Lcwdon during the 
courae of that year, but without bit namcb It baa been poaitiTely afflim«d 



< Soon altar the death of Blodnreli, i 



ahlic 



In Londoi 



nl af Dr 



touD^Bt 



„ _ ._ ... „ J747, wehara 

anlirdy rejected iL Thia spurioua work li^ ncTartlulan, chiefly uaed by Hi Nlcholt, In an 
aomunt of BIscIewbU given In the Lllarary Anecdotta aflha Elglitoanth Cantary. 

a TLa tililory of tha origin of what are tachokaily. In Sootland, denominated Orammar 
Sdumli, la involvad In oonaidenble obaciirity. The proltabUilr li, that ttiey were in moat 
oiaaa founded by ganeraua Individual*, wbo nlihed wall to the cause of literatnra, and who^ 
to aecura Ihat proper eve ahouM be taken tn the menBgemtnl of the fundi by which tha 
ulabilahmant waa aappoftad, vealed the moner apptopriUed for that purpoaa In aome pnhUa 
body, or corporation. It doeanotadmitof a doub^ttiBlthii lookplaca inieveralof theprin- 
mpal ScolUth bur^ ; but It is very alnnlar, Ihat thoaa wliool* were limited to the Latin 
language alona. Thia proceeded from the dread that there waa a dtaign In tha founden of 
»aeb aamlnariea lo nperaede Unlvenltlea, when IjUIn, Oreek, and Hebrew wera laugbL 
The Oiammar School or Abenleen waa founded by Dr Patrick Dun, Frinclpal of Marl. 
tctud Collu^ who wu a uAUve of tha titj, and bad redded at Padua, where ha took Ua 
dagraa of Dootor of Medidne. 
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vrith what trulli it ii Impoidbla to uy, that ill being dnonjnioui, wai in indta- 
tioD of Lord SluAnbury, of wliora Iw wu a warm admirer, and whow woriu 
tnra publiihed afk«r that manner. The ityle, alio, ia Titiatsd by a perpetual 
effittt at tlM Shafktabarian vein, whidi if, poitu^M, the principal fault in the 
writingi of Bladcnell. A aeoond edition at Ibe w(»k appeared in I7iS, and 
•hortly aitor, "Fn>o& of the Inquiry into Hnnai^ Life and Writing!." Tbees 
pro4A chiefly ooniiried of a tranalation of the Greek, Latin, Spaniah, Italian, 
and fWnch note* aubjoiiMd to the original worlc Hie Inquiry ""f 'tt a 
L^reat deal of reieatcfa, ai well ai a di«play of miacellaiMOu* learaii^. Per- 
hape ita principal defect oonaitle in the attthor'i diioorering an orer anitety 
ngard to botli; at Uait, he ba» not been aufficiently careful to guard 
Mgoing out of hi* way to ibow what labow he 



modem, foreign and domeitiix Though the life of Homer hai been wri 
ten by Harodotu*, by PhUardi, and by Smdaa, among Ihe Greeks, and by a 
inntanerable hort of wiiten icattered through other nationi, yet dlere ii hardly 
one point in hii biitory about which they are agre e d, excepting die prodigioui 
merit of hii poem, and the lophiit Zi^ut would not eren grant thii. How 
great uncertainty prerailed leqiecting the time and place of hii birtii, abundantly 
i^ipear* fixon aevra Grecian mtiea contending in regard to tbe latter point 
When the field wat m extenaive, and ao great direraity of opinion pieraijed, it 
cannot fail to be peroeiTed how arduoue an enterpriae Dr Blackwell had under- 
taken. Hii oiticiBni on the poem tbwmalrei are alwayi eucomiaitic, ofleu 
ingeniout, and deliTeved in language that can give no reaionable ground of 
offence. The work will be read wi^ both pleaaure and profit by ill who an 
spared to enter upon luch inqniiiea. It ia generally erieemed the beit of bii 
perfonnaneec 

He published, in 1748, "Letten conoeming Mythology," without hli name 
alao. In the coune of the lame year, be waa advanced to be principal of hit 
Gcdlege, iucceedtng Dr John Oibome, who died upon tbe I9th of Augnrt. 
Dr BlackweU, howerer, wai not admitted to the exerciie of hU new ofBce till the 
iubaequent 9Ui of Noranber. Hie fint lAjeet of hii attention reipected the dii- 
eipline of the College. Great irregularitiea had crept into the inititution, not in 
bii piedeoeMor'a time only, but probably almoat from ib foundation. Through 
the porerty of the genei^ty of the itudenti in then days, their att«ndince, 
ihort a« the aemioa wai allowed to be, wai rery partial ; to correct thia, be con- 
udered to be indiapentably necenary. Accordingly, atlout the middle of Oct<^ 
her, 1719, prerioui to the commencement of the leaiion, an adjertiiemeut ia tbe 
public papers informed tbe itudenti, that a more regular attendance waa to be 
required. Hiia, it would appear, did not produce Ae intended e^ct AoeorA- 
in^y, to show that the Kincipal and Profemon were perfectly in eameit iriien 
they gave thia public notice, three of the Butaan who had not complied with the 
termi of the adiertiiemeat, were, on the 10th of Norember, expelled. Thia de<^ 
lion gave general aaliifactlon, and indeed deaerved high commendation. 

But, that die ProfeMon theoiMlTee nught be more alert and attentire to their 
duty, he rerired a practiee wtiidi, it Ii Ulcely, had at an early period been o 
non, for every Profenor in the UniTenity to deliver a disoourae in die public 
■ehool npun iome lubject connected with U* [voflMalon. He hinMelf aet the ex- 
ample, and delivered hii fint oration upon Uie 7th of February, 1719, When 
Blackwell wai prnmoted to the principality, initead of unking in indolence, be 
leema to have conridered it rather ai affording 
February, IT SO, be opened a dam for the in^ 
Urtory, geogmphy, and chronology. Prelectiona 



of the itudenti in andeot 
theM bianchei of educa^oD, 
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Iwtbciu^t nectaarf to render mwe pttifeettfaa OMITM at Mariaeha]ColI«g«. H«, 
llm«fOTB, himMlf undertook tbe lai^ Tbt design of U« opening thii cUn eri. 
dently wa* to pafe (be way for the inbvductioa of a new plan of leujiing into 
Bbriachal CdU^, which, aeoordingl]', he kkhi after acomnplithed. At tlie 
WM M ne n wroeat of the aeMlon I7S3, poblk notice wm git«n that, "the Prin- 
dpal, Fk^hwwi, and Bbden, having long hard uudei- tbetr coniideniicai the 
pieeeot method ot acadeMksl education, the plan of nUdi, originally Intro- 
dueed by dM fchohNtie di*ioea in the dariieet timet, ii mere 0Bleulat«d for di» 
putea. and wtangting dun to fit men for the dutiee of life, therefiire hare 
reeobed to introduce a new order In teaching the ■dMHM." The orde* whltii 
waa then adi^ted, ia iriiat Mill oontinuei tn force in that UniTeriity. Thrae 
yean afterward*, whan the new ftan had been put to die trial for ai many 
MMiooi, the ftcnlty of the college ordered an aceotiot of the plan of education 
which waa fallowed to be printed. Hiis fonned a pam^ilet at thiity^TO page& 
it concludea thua- — -"lliey bare afaeady begun to experience the public ap- 
probation by the inoMBM of^the nnmber of Aeir ftodenta," Bo diat be had the 
agreeable pleaam of witnew^ the auooeM of tba plan be bad propoMd, 

In 175a be took the decree of Doctdr of Lawb, and in die nilNeqiMnt 
ye0, was publidiad, in qnatto, the fint folnme ct " Memcdra of the Cotat of 
Ai^urtuh" A aeoond Tolume appeared in 1705, and a third, which wai poadnb 
aunt, and left unfiniAed by tbe anthor, waa ^epared tat the pie« by John 
Mill*, E*t|. and pnblijhed in 17B4, In thia wcsk, Ifaa anthor hai endeaT«ured te 
giro an account of Bomao literature aa it KfpttatA In tbe Augnatsn age, end he 
haa executed (he taidc with no imaU iAiare of aucoM*. Objectiona Migfat aaalybe 
■tarted to aome c^ hit theoriea and iqiiniona, but erery flaarifinl acfacdar who ia 
fond of literary hittory will peme the woHi with pleaaure aa well aa proflL 

Dr Blackwell died, at £dinbur|^, upon the Bib of Mandi, 1757. He wia 
certainly a rery eztnordinary pencm, and like erery man of atinowladged 
lalenia, fonned a very genosl nd>jeGt of convenation. He wm fcnnal, and eren 
pompoua. Hii dreea waaaftv the faahien (rf the reign of Queen Anne. 11w 
portly nian and digniied maimer in whkji h* ttepped through tbe piddio adioo), 
imprwaod all ilia atudMila with a deep aenae of hit proftaksal impoatanoa. He 
waa, nererthelea, kind and indulgent to then, and of -a beaerdait dlapoaition. 
He left a widow, but no duklren. Hn BladiweU, in ITSS, fonnded a dtemical 
proflHMtriup in Mariadial College, and a^<rfnled a pemiom often poundi (toting 
to be annually beitowwd am tbe peraon who diooM ceapOM, and delirer, in the 
Englidi famgiMge, dte beat diKcurse iqton a given Ularary anbjact 

BLACKWOOI^ AuH, a learned writer of the dxteentti century, waa bora 
at Dunfemdine, in lfi39. He waa deecended iron an ancient and respectable 
fka^ly ; hie bther, William filadtwood, waa lUin in battle ere he wai ten yean 
ot age, (probably at Finkie^ld ) ; hii mother, Helen Beid, irtio waa niece to 
Robert Beid, Bidiop of Orkney, died looa after, of grief for the lorn <rf her hu» 
band. By Ua onde, the BUiop, ha vraa wnt to the uniTeraity of Paiia, but waa 
ioon obliged la return, ca account of tbe death of hit diitingujdted relation. 
Scotland, at dda lima, waa undergcnng the agoniei of the reformation, under tbe 
regenoy of 'Hary of Loiiain. Blackwood found it no proper ^here for hit edu- 
cation ; and tbaiefcra aoon Mtuned to Farii, where, by the liberality of hi* 
youlhfld iomeign. Queen Mary, then reaiding at the court of France, ha wa« 
enabled tn complete bii atudiei, and to go through a oouraa of dril law Bt the 
uni-ranity of Thoulouae. Haring now acquired acnoe reputation for learning and 
tolen^ he wu patronind by Jamea Beaton, the expatriated Ardibiabop of 61a*- 
gow, who reoaamiendied bun very warmly to Queen Mary and her budtand, die 
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Dkuphin, by wfaow influaiin he mi duiwn a nwrntwr atOw pariianMnt of Ftd- 
Uen, and aftanraid* ^poioted to b« profeMW «t tiyiX law at that court. 

Poitien «w bencefoitli the oomtuit nudsnra <tf fitackwood, andtiw aoeiMof 
all hit literary exertioni. Uia Gnt nodi wai on« e«itl«d, " De Vinculo Rsli- 
gionu M Impaiii, Llbii Duo," Pari*, 1576, bo wbich a third book wu added in 
161S. The object of (hii woik i* to ihow Ae necMiity under which mien 
«re laidfOf preHrringthe true — i. g. the Cntbolio, religion, fhmi the Innorationt 
of beradci, at all vebeUioiu arin trom that Murca. Bladcwood, by the natite 
tone of hii mind, the nature of hi« edoestion, and the whole train of hit anoda- 
tioni, mi a foith&l adhwent 4^ the chuidi of RtMue, and of the prindplet of 
[diical gorenumenL Hii next wwfc dereloped theM profenioni ' 






T. It mi entitled, *' Apologia pro Begibua," and pnrfsHed to be 
Qeorge Budunao'i woric, " De Jure Begni apud Scotos." Both 
of tbe«e woriu aigue upcm extrrane and unfair joinciplea. Budianan leek* to 
apply to the nn^e feudal gOTenunent of Scothiud — a monardiical ariitocraey — 
all the maxinN of the Hcman repnblicana Blai^wood, oa the other hand, it a 
tbtriidy dBMUt adrocate tar Q» dirine right of kingK In replying to one of 
BnohaaaBf pouttou, tiM apologiit of kingi My*, very giATcly, that if one of 
the icholan at St Laonard*» College were to argue in that manDer, be would 
richly deeerrs to be tritipL Both of the aboTC woika are in lAtin. He next 
pablidwd, in Fnocfa, an account of the death of hii benrihctreH, Queen Mary, 
under the title, " Bfartyre de Maria Stuart, Beyne d'faeowo," Antwerp, Sro,, 
1S88. Thi* w<Bk b conceited in a tone of bitter leaeotment regarding the 
erent to which it refert. He addreMei himwl^ in a rehement itrain of paadon, 
to all the prlnoM ot Europe, to arenge her death ; declaring that they ore un- 
worthy of royalty, if they are not routed on m> Intereiting and prening an occa- 
BOB. At the end of the Tolume, ii a coUeotion of poem* in Latin, FKndi, and 
Italian, upon Alary and Elifsbeth; in whidt the former prinoew ii praiied Cor 
erery exeellenoe, while her murdereH It dianicterind by erery epithet expre>- 
■ive of indignadon and hats. An anagram wu alwaya a good weapon in thoee 
dayi <^ conceit and lain taate ; and one which we find in thii collection waa no 
doubt looked upon ai a moat poignant itab at the Queen of England : 

Vadi, Juxbil TiraA. 
In I69B, Blsdcwood pnUiihed a manual of derotioni nndei the title, "Sano- 
tamin precationmn proemia,'* whidi he dedicated to hii renerable patron, the 
Ardibidiop of Glaigow. Tlie cauie of hb writing thii book wai, that by read- 
ing mudi at ni^t be had lo weakened hii eyei, ai to be unable to dutinguiih 
his own diildren at the dlitance of two or three yards : in the Impooibility of 
employing hinmlf in ftudy, he wat prerailed upon, by tlie adrice of the Arcb- 
biihop, to betake hinuelf to a custom of nocturnal prayer, and henca the com- 
poaition of thii book. In 1606, Bladiwood publiihed a Latin poem on the 
inauguration of Janm VI., u king of Great Britain. In 1609, appeamd at 
Poitien, a oomplete collection of hii Latin poemi. He died, in 1633, ifi the 
74th year of hii age, leaving four aoaa (of whom one attained to hii own lena. 
lorial dignity in the parliament of Poitieia], and leren dai^ten. He was nkoit 
■plendidl; interredlnSt Poitiliariup church at Poitiert, where amail>lemonumen, 
wa* reared to hi* memory, chaiged with a Icng panegyrical epitaph. In 1644, 
appeared hi* " Opera Omnia,'' in one Toluma 4to., edited by the learned Naudeui, 
who prefixea an elaborate eulogium upon the author. Blackwood waa not only 
a man of oomummate learning and great geniui, but ii allowed to hare alao ful- 
filled, in lif^ all the dutiei of a gaud man. 
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BLACKWOOD, Hbut, bro4b«r lo the lobject of ths preo«ditig Bitid«, and 
hU Nnior by lonie ysan, wu educated undar neuly umilar drcuiiHtaiioei, and. 
Id ISSl, taugbt philoiophy in the luuTercity of Puii. Hann^ aAermrda ap- 
pliad himwlf to the (tudy of medicine, he rote to be dean of tliat faculty at 
Paiit, an office of the rery hifheet dignity which could then be Tesched by a 
Diember of the medical profowion. He appean to hare been one of the earliert 
modem pfayucian* who gare a lanction to the practice of letting blood. He 
publiihed Torioiu treadiei on medicine, and alio upon ptiiloeophy, of which a lift 
i« pmerred in Madcenzie'* Idrei ot Scoti Wiiten. He aMed at one time a* 
phyucian to the Diike of LongucTiUe, with a lalary of two hundred piitatei. At 
another time, when the plague preraiJed at Farii, he remaned in the dty, and 
exerted hinwelf ao Maloudy in the cure of his uumeroua pslienti, aa to gain 
unifertal applaute. He died, in 1613 or 1614, at a rery advanced age. 

BLACKWOOD, Wiluu, an emloent publiiher, and originator of the 
magailne whidi bear* hii name, WM bom in Edinburgh, Nofember SO, 1776, 
of parent* who, though in humble cinwinitano**, bore a reapectable diarseter, 
and were able to gira thii and their other childieii an exoellent elementary 
education. At the age of fourteen, he oommenoad an apprenticeahip with 
Meairf Bell and BradfUte, bookiellen in hii natin dty, with whom he coi>- 
tinued lix yean. During Ihit time, ha itored hii mind with a large fund of 
miacellaneoui reading, whidi waa fit great larTice to him in after life. It ti 
probable that he at the tame time manifeated no common talent* for budnaa, 
a«, ioon afler the expiration of hi* apprentioethip, [1797,] he wai telected by 
Metm J. Mundall and Company, then carrying <»i an exteniire puhliahing 
budnen in the 8cotti«b capital, to take the charge of a brandi of their ooneem 
which they had reaolrad to aitabliih In Glaagow. Hr Blackwood acted ai the 
Glaigow agent of Mundell and Company for a year, during which time he Im- 
prored grMtly u a man of budneH. Thrown in a great meatute upon bla own 
reaource*, he here acquired habit* of dediion, audi ai are rarely formed at to 
early an age, and whidi were aftermrdi of the greateat importance to him. 
Haring alio occaiion to write frequently to hit oonttiluentt, he formed a ttjrie 
for oommgrcial correipondence, the excellence of which wai a aubject of fre- 
^nt remarii in hit later years. 

At the end of the year, when the buuneii he had conducted at Glasgow wat 
given up, Mr Blackwood returned to Hetwe Bell and Bradfiite, with wfatnt be 
nontinued about a year longer. He then (1300) entered into partnenhip 
with Mr Robert Aom, a bookaeller of tome ttanding, who alio acted ai 
au auctioneer of bodu. Not long afUr, finding tba line of buiinaai purtued 
by Mr Rou uncongenial to hit latte, he retired from the partnerthip, and, pro- 
ceeding to London, placed hinuelf, for impravament in the antiquarian depart- 
ment of hii trade, under Mr GutliilL Beturaing once more to Edinburgh in 
1804, he tat up on hii own account in a thop in South Bridge ilreet, 
where for lereral yean he confined hit attention almoM exduiETely to 
the department juat alluded to, in which he waa allowed to hare no rival 
of luperiot intelligence in Scotland. The caldogue of old booki which 
he publiihed In 181S, being the Hnt of the kind in which the boohi 
were claiiified, and which referred to a itock of uncommon richneii and 
variety, continuei till tha preient day to be a itandard authority for tlie pricei 
of old bookt. At thii period of hu career, Mr Blackwood becaioe agent for 
teveral of the firit London publiihing houaei, and alio began to publiih axten- 
lively for himtelf, la 1S16, haring reiolved to throw a laiger ihare of hji 
energiet into the latter department of builneit, ha told o<T hit itock ol 
old booki, and removad to a ihop In the New Town, loon to become one of 
e localitiei connected with modern titenry hiitory. 
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For a eoii«Ul««»bla time, Ur Bladcirood had baao of opinion that tonuthing 
like ItM MID* refanentian iriiiofa the Edinburgh iUriew had glfon to 
pariodioal oilioinB, miglit be communicated to thet ipadai of miacellanaoue 
litoaUre iriiiidi diiafly aaaumatl the montlily form of publica^on. At thii time, 
the Scott Hagaaine of hb natiT* city, iriiich had nenr protended to any merit 
abora thai of a oorrect refiiter, nai toeroaly in any raapect moro flat and 
iiMipid than the publicationa of the lame kind in London. It waa ma'md for 
Iho an^atl and energetie mind of the lubject of thia memoir, to raise thia 
department of popular literature from the humble itate in which it had hitherto 
exiatad, or to which, when we recollect the laboun of Johnion aud Goldimilh, 
we may rather lay it had lunk, and to place it on the ominenoe for which it 
waa erideutly filt^ Tbe firtt number of Blackwood^ Magazine appeared In 
April, 1817, and, though bearing more reaemblance to preceding publioatioot 
of Um nme kind than it aflerwardi anumed, tbe work wai from the fintacknow* 
lodged by the pablio to poaaem superior merit. The publiihen of tbe elder 
magaainoa made an alnott immediate, though indirect confamion to thia eflfect, by 
alteuptt to put new and more attiactiTe facaa upon their publicationa, and atimii- 
late the lagging eneigiea of thoee who conduced them. Tbe two young men 
who ¥rei« chiefly engaged up<m the work of Hr Blackwood, baring disagreed with 
him, were employed by Mr Constable to lake the cfaaig« of the Scots Magaaine, 
whidi he, like othera in tinilar drcumstanoea, waa endeaiouring lo resoadtate 
from tbe slumbers ot a century. Hr Blackwood waa already more than Inde- 
pendent of these gentlemen, in coneequence of the aid which he was teoairing 
from other quarters ; but bitter feelings had nareribeleas been engendered, 
and Ibeae found rent, through the fancy of aome of hie new oootributon, in tbe 
oelebntad artide In the aerenth number of his magaaine, styled " Tranalatian 
of a Chatdae Uanuacript" In this ^«> d' ttprit, the circumstaDoes of the Isle 
fend, and the efrarta of Hr Constable to repair the fortunes of his andent 
■nsgarine, were tbrown into a form the most burlesque that e*er ImagluatioD 
conoeiTod, Ihoi^ certainly with rery little of the ill naluie which tbe article 
UDfortanataly oxdled in the meet of thoae who figured in it. In oonsequence 
of the painfid feelinga to whidi it gara rise, Mr Blackwood Anoallad it from 
all Ihe oopiea within hia reach ; and It is now, eonseqaently, rery rarely to be 
mel with. 

Blackwood's Hagadne, as already hinted, had not been in progress for many 
uoatha, before it obtained tbe aupport of new and unexpected talent, Mr 
John Wilson, already distinguidied by his beauUtUI poebry, and Mr Joho 
0^ Lodihart, whoae more regular, though perhaps less brilliant genius has since 
found a fitting Geld in the management of the Quarteriy Reriew, were at this 
time young men eodeaTOuring to make thoir way at tbe Bcottidi bar. Having 
forated an attachment to Mr Bladcwood, they threw into hia literary repertory 
the overflowing bounties of two minds, sudi as rarely rise singly, and much 
more nrely tt^Ihar ; and soon eDchained the attention of the public to a series 
of articles not more remarkable fw (hair ability, than for an almoet unexampled 
redtlasanest of humour and lererily of sarcasm. It Is not to be denied that much 
oltbnce waa thus oecuionally giren to the feelings of indiriduals ; but, in ex- 
tenuation of any charge which can be rested on audi grounds, it Day be pointed 
out that, while Mr Blackwood had his own causes of complaint in tbe ungen- 
ereua hortility of serosal of his commercial btethren, the whimsical genius of hia 
contrilMbMl lud unquestionably found a general provocation in the orerweenlng 
prelensiDna and ungracious deportment c^ several of their literary seniore, aone 
vS whom had. In their o' 
greater show ti taleoL To t 
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politio. Ht Bbdcwood from tba Snt took ■ ttrong; put wilh Um axliUng 
Tory gOTamnMQl, which In Edlnbargb had b«M) powarfully nippofted herato- 
foro Id erary maBiiar exospt hy Um pan, whila dM oppoailion bad h>ag paa- 
loiMrt a liUrary organ of tlM higheit •uttaority. In traatlaf , Ihwefore, of wi 
•r th« jmaaila imUaontiona of Ihti aKtraardinary naA, and tlraaa conncotod 
with it, vra mwt, if wiltiBK to preaarra impartiality, rvcoUaot tha kaa nn aw with 
which {Mriitici ajid political men war* than diaouaaai, 

In tha managMMOt of tho magaalwB, Hr Blackwood U all tinaa bora in Ua 
om poiww tba principal ihara. Tb« Nlaction of attldoo, Iho oam^oDdanoo 
with oontribaiota, and othoi dutiaa oa«nwt»d with •dilanhip, won parfomad 
by biM during a poriod of aarantooa yaan, with a dagraa of thill, on wblab it 
ia not too Much to My that no am*]) portion of tba lacoaM ct tha work A»- 
pandad. Id it* eariior yaar* bo eootribatad two or thraa aitielaa htiaaalf ; bat 
to thii, at a practiet, b* had a decidod objectioD, ai bo oould oarily paraaif* 
that an aditor, upaclaily oao iiko binwalf not tralnod to lottera, ii apt to bo 
biaMad w apoe ti ng hia own GonpoaitioM*. It awy aaMly ba eaaooirad, bowovar, 
that, io the ■aaaganMnt of tha litanry and laaiuautlle eaaoeni ot auah a worii, 
than NH auMaiont amployaat fat ovao a man of hia axbBOrdiaary on«i|^«ii 
Aad ao loiall pntN niMt it aiar ha to th« labjoot of thU briaf Maaurir, that, 
during •• long a pariod, ha awlataisad la his work lo much of tha rind apiril 
with which it nt out ; kapt ap m onftiling a aHCMauon of brillbnt aiUdaa In 
ganaral litsTBluie, alt^Mhar OKoluaira o€ tha ragnlu papaca of Mi Wilaon,< — aa 
if ho wei« axhauiting «iMl after mind among iha litaniy nsa of hia aaantry, 
Bod Mill at no )o«i t* diaooror now ; and narar, throoghoat hia wbola aaroar, 
TBriad in a ringtt page from tba political kay-oote which ha had atiudi at Ik* 
eommanoamenb To hata done thso thinga, and with ao mixdi apparent eaw 
to himaalf, and ao little <atentulon,»for thoaa wera feataiaa in Ua auatarly 
oanar— arguea in our opinion a chaiactoi of unwonted figour, a* wall «• no 
^mll ihnM of iDtaUactual power. 

Tha amganne oTantually raaohed a drculation not mnoh abort «t tan Ihoomnd 
oopie*, and, while reprinted In North Ametica, AmumI ila way from the pa^ 
Uihar't wwrebouH into arery other part of tha wflrid whara tha £ngliih langaag* 
wai (poken. Notwlthatandlnf tha great clainN it aiadi upaa hii time, Mr 
Blackwood continued till hii death to traoaaot a large ihara of buaiaem aa a 
goaara) publither. Not long before that otenl, ha completed the Edinburgh 
EDcydopadla in eightaon rolumee quarto, and, among Ma other mora Irapoitant 
pablieatlona, may be rationed KeiT^ ColleetieD of Voyagaa and Tnieli, in 
eighloon Tolumat ocUto. The chief dictioct woiluof Honn Wibon, Lockhart, 
Hogf, Hoir, Gait, aad other eminent paraona ooanactad with hia aaegaaiBe, aod 
•ome of the writinga of Sir Waller Seott, w«ra paUiabad by Hr Bladiwoad, 
Haabo continued till tba doaa of hi* career to cury on aa axttNolTa trade ta 
retail bookwUing. 

Mr Blackwood died, September IS, 1834, aAar a painful Ulaesa rf ftnr 
moDthfk Hit di t eaia, a bwKMir in the groin, had ia that time exhanMed Mi 
phytical anergiet, but itft hia temper oalm and muoAad, Bad hi* iatrilaet a»- 
tira and rigoma* aTon to tha lait. 

In the word* of hia obHuaiiat, " No man era* ooadoeted hwina** in a 
more direct and manly manneT than Mr Blackwood. Hi* opinion wi* on aU 
ocoaiioM diatinctly axpreaaed ; bit queatloDt wara enr axplidi; hi* anawen 
ODnclaaire. HI* atnoeiity might aomatlmea be conaideiad aa rough, bat no 
h um a n being erar aocoaed him either of ^altering or of ahidBing ; and thoae 
raeu of lettan who were in frequent ooMmnnication with him, aoan omeaiTed a 
reapect and oonfidanoe for him, whidi, aave in a vary Jew imttncot, Hpaned 
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BuliiN itoadinaMi and impntnr- 
■• chancter, ware imprauad on all hit piocaadinft ; and It 
will be alloirad by tboas who watchad him Uiroi^h hi* career, aa Iba publiilwr 
of a literary and political mitcallaoy, that thoaa qualitisa were more than onoa 
nwj wverely teitad. He dealt by parliet exactly aa he did by individuala 
Whether hie priaciplei were right or wrong, thay ware At*, and he nerer oom- 
frouiaad or eomplimentad away one.titUe of tbein. No changea, eilbar of men 
ot ttt Beawrea, erei dimmad hii eye, or dieckad hi* courage." 

Bb Bbwkwood wat twioa a magiitrate of hia natiT« dty, and In that capacity 
dia&^ibad himulf by an intrepid leal in the refonn of burgh nunagement, 
ringuUrly in coutnat with bii arowad aantimeali raipecUng ooHmutioual 

BLAIR, Hnoa, DlD. one of the moat emiDeiit dirinea and cultiTaloia of poUta 
literature, of the eighteenth century, waa bom at Edinbur;^, April 7, 171S. 
Hit father, John Blair, a merdiaut of Edinbur^ and who at one time iMx^upied 
a reapectable office in the magialracy, waagnuidmn to Robert Blair, an eminent 
dirine of the Berenteenth century, whoae life ia oommemorated in iti proper place 
in thia work. John Blair waa tbui couain-garman to the author of the Grare, 
whoM life follow!, in the preaent noik, that of his dlatinguiahed anoeator. John 
Blair, haring impaired hia fortune by engaging in the South Sea acheme, 
latterly held an offlce in the ezdaa. He married Martha <^^n, and the firat 
child of thia marriage waa the tubjeet of the following memoir. 

Hugh Blair waa early remarked by hia father to poawaa the aeed* of geniui. 
For tlua reaion, joined to a consideration, peibapa, of hia delicate conatituUon, be 
waa educated for the cbnrdL He commenoed hia academic career at the unirer- 
^y of Edinburgh, October, ITSO, and aa hit weakly health diaabled him firom 
enjoying the uaual iporta of boyhood, hia application to itudy waa *ery cloae. 
Among the numeroua tetUtDoniet to hit proficiency, which were paid by hia in- 
(tnictor*, one deterrei to be particularly mentionBd, aa, in hit own opinion, it 
dBtWDuned the bent of hia geniua towarda polite literature. An eatay, TItji nt 
lutXor, that it, upon Qie BunmcL,' written by him when a itudent of logic in 
the una] couraa of academical exercitet, had the good fortune to attract the 
notice of proteiaor Sterenaon, and, with drcumitancet bonourable to the author, 
waa appwnted to be read in public at the concluuon of the aewoo. lliia mark 
of diaUnctiou, which occurred in hii tixteenth year, made a deep impretdon on 
hia mind ; and the ettay which merited it, he erer after lecollected with partial 
afibction, and praterred to the day of hit death, aa Ae flrat eameat of hia fame. 

At thit time Dr Blair oommracad a meOiod of itudy, whidi contributed much 
to the accuracy and extent of hia knowledge, and which he continued to ptactiM 
occaai<raBlly ejva after hit reputation wai fidly eatabliihed. It contlried in mak- 
ing abitzacta of the moat Important woric* whuJi he read, and in digaating them 
according to the tnun of hit own thought!. Hiatory, in particular, he reiolrod 
to iludy in thii manner; and in concert with aome of hit youthfhl aaMcIataa, he 
conitmcted a rary comprehenaiTe acheme of (dirtmolof^cat table*, for r«oeifing 
Into iti proper place every important fact which diould ocour. "Ilie acheme do- 
Tiaed by thit young itudent for hit own prirate uh waa afterwEurdt improred, 
filled up, and girea to the public, hy hit learned relatire Dr John Blidr, Preben- 
dary ot Weabninater, In hit raluable woik, " The Chronology and Hiatory of 
the ff odd." 

1 A I— *■"'"-' Grade phiaiit grpTcarina the abatraet Idea of tha paitsotlon of beautf 
IndWeot* oftuta. A davotlon to the "Td lulon'' in that nation, wat rindlar to what tht 
modanu nnJaiatind by a convct tuta. 
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In 1739, on taking llw itgwte of Master of Arti, Blur priatod hll theilt, 
" De FundBinentU at Obligatioiw Legii NatuTte," whidi contoiiH s bri«f ootUiw 
at IlieM niDial piindples aftenrarda derelopod in hit wnnoiu, and diiplayi Ibe 
fint dawningi of that rirtuou* Mnaibilily, by which he wbi at all periodi of hii 
public lift 10 highly diitinguiibed. On the Slrt of October, 1741, ho wai 
liceoMd ai a presdier by the pmbytery of Edinburgh, and aoon began, In the 
ORial matinei*, to exhibit hinwelf oocaiionaUy In the piUplL Heretofore, tlie 
oaljr popular itjia of prcaebing In Scotland wai tbat of the ev«Tig«IlcaI putj, 
trhiiii GonaiAed chiefly in an impaaaioited addreM to the derotlonal feelinga of the 
audienMk The modetate party, who nere of coum leait popular, had neither 
lott the practice of indulging in ledioui theological diiquintioni, near acquired 
that of expatiating on the mtnal dotiea. The lennon* of this young licentiate, 
which presented vound practical doctrine*, in a ityle of language almott un- 
known in Scotland, itiuck the mind* of tlie nudlence ai lomething quite 
new. In the course of a very few monlha, hl> Ame had trarelled far lieyond 
the bound* of hii native city, A Bermon wliich he preadied in the WmI 
Church, produced an extraordinary impreaaion, and wai ipoken of in highly 
faTourable tenni to the Earl of Leren. Hi» lotdihip accordingly preient- 
ed the preacher to the pariih diurch of Colenie In Fife, which happened to be 
then vacant. He waa ordained to diia diarge, September 33, 17iS, but wa* 
not long permitted to labour in lo confined a icene. In a few monttii, he waa 
brought forward by hia friend* a* candidate for the aecoDd diarge of the churdi 
of Canongate, whidi may almost be oonsidered a metropolitan aituation. In the 
popular election which followed, he waa aucceaaElU agalnat « rery formidable com- 
petitor, Mr Robert Walker, then a faTOurite preacher. He waa inducted to thii 
charge, July li, 1743, when he had little more than completed hia twenty-filth 
year. On the occaalon of the inaunection of 174G, Blair preached a termon, in 
the warmeat atrain of loyalty to the exiating goremment, and whidb he after- 
warda printed. During tlie eloren yean which he (pent in the Canongate, hia 
aermona attracted large audienoea frmn the adjoining city, and were alike admir- 
ed for their eloquence and piety. They were composed with uncommon care ; 
and, occupying a middle place between the dry metaphyaical diacuaaion of one 
claa) of preachen, and the looae incoherent declamation of the other, they blend- 
ed togelher in the happiest manner the light of argument with t2ie warmth of 
exhortation, and exhibited captivating apeclmen* of uhat had hitherto been rarely 
neard in Scotland, the poliahed, well-compacted, and ragular didactic oration. 

On the Ilth of October, 1754, he waa called by the town council of Edin. 
burgh to accept of one of the city chargea, that of Lady Yeiter'a church, and on 
the ISIb of June, 1768, he waa promoted by the aaroe body to the highett 
aituation attainable by a Scottish clergymen, one of the diarges of the High 
Church. This latter temond look place, according to the records of the town- 
coundl, " because they had it fuUy ascertained, that hit translation would be 
highly acceptable l« penon* of the most diatinguiabed character and enuoenl 
rank in dii* country, who had seals in said church.)' In truth, this place of wor- 
diip might hare been styled, in the absence of an episcopal system, the metro- 
polilan cburdi of Scotland. In it sat the lorda of Seasion, uid aH the other great 
law and state officer^ besides the magistratea and council, and a lai^ congrega- 
tion of the moet respectable inhabitants of the town. It might now, therefore, 
be said, that die eloquence of Blair had at last readied a fit theatre for it* dis- 
play. In the year prerioua to this last translati<Hi, he had been honoured by 
"- oniveraity of St Andrews with the degree of D. Dl which waa then very rare 
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No productioB of hia pen bid y«t been i^tcii to the world by hinuelf, 
two MHMMM p«Bdied on putioilAT oocaii<Hu, Kune b-anilatiaDt 
Seriptme, for die pwhiody of the church, and the article oa HutdieMii'i 
Monl PhiLMophy for the Edinburgh Beoiev, a perylical work begun in 1756, 
by Hume, Boberbon, and olhon, uid nhich only extended to two numbem 
SUndittg;, ai bo now did, at the head of bit pTcdbMion, and nleaied by the )»- 
boot of fmmer yean from the dnidgery of weekly prepantion for flia pulpit, be 
began to think Miiouily on a plan fnv leaching to othen the art iriiic^ had contribute 
edio miidi to hiiown fame. Some yean before, Dr Adam Smith had deliTered in 
Edinborgh a teriM of leetum on rhetoric and elegant literatura, which had been 
well reeeiTcd. In 1759, Ur BUir commenced, with tbe approbatloo of the uni- 
Tcnft;, a coune upon tba prindplet of literary com poii lion. The mort lealoDi 
frienda to Uiia undertaking w«re Darid Hume and Lord Kamee, the latter of 
whom had deroted much attantioii to the lubject. The approbation beitowed 
upM) the lectUEOi wai ao Tery high, and tbeir fame became lo generally difliued, 
that the town-coundl reaolTed to Inatitute a ihetorical claat in the unirenity, 
tmder bit direction ', and, in L7Q3, thSi proteMordiip wai taken under the pro- 
tection of the crown, with a lalary of Mrenty pound* a year. Dr Blair conlinu- 
•d to delirer hia kcturea annually till 1783, when be publiahed them for the 
mon extenaire benefit d manldnd. They are not by any meana, nor were Ibey 
erar pretended to be, a profound or original expoutitm of Ihe lau-a of the bellw 
lettrea. They hia acknowledged to be a compilation from many diflerent Murcee, 
and only deugned to fwm a limple and intelligible code tot the iniCnction of 
yoath in thii department of kfiowledge. Begarded in this light, they ore entitled 
to Tery high praite, which baa aecoKlingly been liberally beAowed by the public 
TheM lectuiea hare been repeatedly printed, and itUl temain an indiipeniabla 
monitor in the atudy of erery Britiih acholar. 

In 1763, Dr Bbdr made hit Bxtt appearance before the world ai an author or 
critic He had, in common with hit friend John Home, taken a deep inteiett 
in the exertioDt of Mac|dienon, for the raoorery of tlie Highland traditionary 
poetry. Relying without nupicion upon the fiutb of the collector, be prefixed 
to ibe " Poemi of Onian '' a diatertation pointing out the beautiei of thoee 
compaction*. The labour mutt of coune be now pronounced In a great mea- 
anre oeeleM ; but nerertheleai it remalni a oontpiououi moiument of the taate of 
Dr Blair. 

It wa« not tiQ 1777, Qiat he could be prerailed upon to offer to die woridany 
3t thoae temtoni with which he had to long delisted a printe congr^iation. 
We ha*e hia own authority for laying that it waa hia friend Lord Kamea who 
wat chiefly Inatrumental in prompting him to take thia itep. For a long period, 
hardly any termont publitfaed either in England or Scotland, had met with tuc- 
OMi. lite public taita ae o med to hare contracted an aTenion to thia ipeciea of 
camporiUon. We are informed by Botwell In hia life of Johnaon, that when 
Blair tranimitted a rolume to Mr Sbahan, the King^ printer, that gentleman, 
after letting it lie betide him for aome time, returned a letter diaeouraging the 
publlcatioa. It it probable that Ihii opinion, which aeema to bare been given 
i^y on general grounda, might hare cauied Dr BLur to abandon bia Intention ; 
but fortunately, Mr Strahan had aent one of ib» ■eimcma to Dr Johnaon for hit 
opinion, and after bia unfamurabla letter lo Dr Blair bad been tent off, he're- 
celrad from Johnaon, on Chriatmat ere, 1776, a note, of idiidi the following It 
a pangraph : " I bare read orer Dr BlBir>t flnt aemiMi, with more than appro- 
bation ; to tay It it good it lo tay too littk.'> Mr Stnhau had rery toon aflw 
ihit lime a cimraMtion with Dr Johnaon, concerning the aermtma ; and then be 
rffj candidly wcole again to Dr Blair, encloung Jdinaoii*t not*, and agreeing 
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to purdMH Um ToluBM, widi Mr Cadell, ft* om bundnd poumU. Hm mI* tm 
•o rapid tnd ezteniiTS, and 11m approbation of iba public u Ugfa, that, lo llMir 
boniNir ba it rMorded, Iha propriflton mada Dr Blair > praaant, fint of tMa mmt, 
•ad afianfirdi of anotber, «f fifty pouadi ; thna rolmitBrilj ^ipibliiy tba ^pn. 
laled price. Feilu|M, in bo oouatry, not •ran in hia own, irara t hwa oacqwat 
tioM ao bi^y apprw^atad at in England, llwra Ihay wata raeairad with Iba 
ka«B«at relidi, not only on account of thair abrtract axoellawia, but partly fron 
a kind of wrpriaa aa to Iba tjnartor from wbidi Ihay c a m a ao darolianal wotfc, 
produoad by Scotland, baTing anr beCon been found oaiilled lo awdi attan- 
tioH in tba aoutbera aedion of tba idand. Ibe roluma apeadily fall uadw dia 
attention of GMtga IlL, and hit rirtuoua conaort, aod ma by ibaai fcry highly 
admired. Hii majeity, with that wife and aincere attention to Iha inleraati of 
religion and mtue, which hai given to fait raign a respectability alrata all that 
inllUary cr poimcal glory can purcbaM, waa gracioudy plaaaed to judge iba au- 
thor irorlby of a public reward. By a royal mandate to tba exdtaquer in Scot- 
Lud, dated July 85, 1760, a penaion of £300 a-year, wat bertowed en Dr 
Blair. It ii laid that the lermoni were fint read in Iha royal doaet, by the Xkri 
of Hanifield; and dtere ii litUe reawn to doubt that Ibey wen indebted in loma 
degree to the elocution of the " elegant Murray " for the imgnmioa wtiidi Uwy 
produced t^MO the toyal family. 

During tin wbaequent part of hit life, Dr Blair publithed three other Tolumaa 
(tf aeimoni; and it might aafely be (aid that each luccamiTe pubUcation wdy 
tended to deepen the inq>reaiau produced by the fint HieM coopoaitictt*, 
wliidi were tiuitlated into almoiteTery language in Europe, fiwnied Mily a amall 
part of the diKounea whidi be prepared for tba pulpiL lie number itf tboae 
whidi remained, waa veditabla to tiia profeanonal character, and ezhibiled a 
iwnTincing proof that bit fame at a public taacber had lieen honouiably pup- 
chaaed, by tha moat unwearied applicntioo lo the prirata and unaeea labour of 
hit office. Out of hia remaioing nununeripta, he bad prepared a fifth toIww, 
whidi appeared after hia death ; the rsit, according to an eiplidt injunctioa in 
hia will, were cammitled to the flamea. The Utt aarnuM iriiidi be compoaed 
waa one in the fifth rolume, " on a life of diMipatkn and pleaiure." T1m)i^ 
written at the age of ei|^ty4wiih it ia a dignified and eloquent diaoouna, and 
may be regaided aa ttia aolemn parting adntoniUon to a datt of men wboaa oaa- 
duct it highly important to the community, and whoae reformation and virtue be 
had long lalwured moit aealoutly lo prootote. 

The S^UKRH of Blub, are not now, parbapt, to be siliciied with that bliad 
admlntlen irtucfa ranked Uiem, in their own time, anudrt the claua of Fj ^ia 
literature The pretent ago it now genwaUy aeoaible that they are dafiniant in 
that religioui uoctiwi whidi conatitnlet the better part of aucb oompoailiena, and 
are but little calculated to atir and route the heart to a aanaa of i^ritwl dn^. 
Every thing, however, im«t tie contidered more or leai relativaly, Blairt nind 
wat fbnnedat a time iriien the fervoun of evangelical divinity ware left by the 
infecned daaei generally, to the lowly and uniulructed baartt, wfaid, afm all, 
are the great dtadeli of religion in every country. A certain order of the 
clergy, toward* the end of the eighteenth century, aeamed to find it nnniaiiij, 
tn order to prevent an ahaolule revolt of the hi^Mr ordan fran the atandarda of 
religiOB, to aeecaDBkodate ibajMalvet lo the prevniling tatia, and only admiakiar 
monl illai imitiii. with an innnnatad HMdicuni of real piety, whoe tbeir pnpw 
puipoee unqaettionably it t« maintain ^iritual graoa in the breaiti of Iba f^Oflb, 
by all the meant wUdi die gotpel ha* placed within tbair r«Mh, "Am, aa 
Blair preached to the moat refined congregation in Scotland, ha oould hardly 
have failed to fall into thit prevalent biUoo ; and he perb^pt oonddaied, with 
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perfect ilnceritf, tfaat be mi JuiUflad bj tbe precept of St F>al, wUeb torn- 
mud* the mtniiten of religion to b« "ill tbingi to all men." Religioo* feeling 
b modified b; time mi place ; wid I do not npprehend it to be imponibl* 
0Uit lb« mind at Hugh Blair, ezittiiig at the time of bit oalebntad uoeelor, 
■iglit bare exerted itaalf In mw'"tf'"'"p tbe oorenant, and liuplring die popD- 
lace widi tbe energy necewary for that purpoee ; while Sia intellect and hearf of 
hit predeoMMtr, if lnteichang«d, migfat haTo (pent their wal in bebalf of Henry 
yiacount MeljUle, and in g«ntly pleasng the mlndi of a let of moden indijfti^ 
enta, Willi <HM gnin of the goipel diMolmd [ntoa laig« eocding-dnu^bt of nonl 
diiqiiiDtion. 

Tbe remaining part of the life of Blair hardly iflbrda « an^ addititMa] inci- 
dent He had been married, in 1748, to fail ooniltt, Eatfaerina Bamatyfle, 
daughter of the R«t Jamet Banaatyne, me <rf tbe miiiiaten ^Edisbnigfa. By 
Ail lady be had a wm who died in infiincy, and a daughter, who nrnrcd to her 
twanty-fint year, the pride of her parents, and adorned wiA bH the aoeomplMi- 
menla wUdi belnig to her ag« and mx. Mn Blair, faaiaelf a woraa* «f gmU 
good Mnae and ipirit, waaabo taken Iram hims few yaan b«fat« Uadeatk, aiW 
(he had iluu«d with the tend«re(t aflbction in all hia fortune*, and c«ntr%iite«l 
nearly half a eentmy to hit hapj^en and comfort Tlie laUer part of hi* liia 
WBB (pent In the •njoymmt of a degree of pad>lic respect i^tfa falb to (be lot 
of few men, but wfaidi waa emiiMBtly deeeryed by bim, both on aooount of hi* 
high liteiKry acoemplUinMnt^ and tbe dngular purity and benerolenoe of hi* 
prirate dianeter. He latterly wa* enaUed, by dw Tariou* lonroe* of Ineoow 
whkli ha enjoyed, to tet up a carriage ; a luxury enjoyed, peifaap*, by no pn- 
dee«»nr in the Scotiiih chmdi, and by i«rf few of hi* (uccewotL He abo 
maintained as el^ant boipitalUy, both at hi* tvwn and oounlry raaidenaa, 
whid) were mudi reioited to by lUangtn cf diitiiictiaB who happened to TUt 
Edhibu^h. 

It may be ouiiou* to know in iHiat manner Iho** diiuuuiMN were delifWed 
from the {Kdpit, wfaidi have lo highly diarmed Ibe worU in pcinL Ai might be 
•Mily wppeaed, when there waa m modi merit of one kind, then oould aginely, 
wiUloat a mirada, be any hi^ degree of another and entirely diifeiMit kind. 
In tmtli, the dociMion of Dr Blair, ttioigfa accon^anied by a dignified and im- 
pnadr* manner, waa not fit to be compared with bii power* of aompodtioiL 
Hl( voice wBi deformed by a pecoliarity wbidi I know not how to axpre** by 
any other term 0un ooo ahnoat too bomefy for modem oompoaition, a burr. Ha 
alao wanted all that diarm wbidi i* lo be daa^ted inax geittculatiaa, and, upen 
A* wbde, might be chsiatterited a* a (omawhat formal preadier. 

In irtiat ia caUed ehardi poHtic*, Dr Blair waa B(tR(iDoa*Biodeiata,btit nerar 
toric an actire diare in the proaeedingi of the diurch. A coBrtitadonal dalicat^ 
af organiiBtion unfitted him for any acene when men hare to come into itronf 
and pemoDal ooUiMon. In tempMal palilia, he wa* a deToot admirer of die 
exiating oeuMfeition, aad a mlmie tupfottme of llie tory goretimieat whidi flom^ 
idled daring Ibe gieater part of Oo nign of Gemf* IIL With ViKsunt Met 
fiUo, to wboaa falbar be had dedicated hia thene in early youth, he maintained 
a cMUtant tatenbange of ctTiUUe^ At the tawklng ont of the French renlu- 
tion, he gmied hlwiJrif jm die moat enefgelic Mann«r to *iop the tide rf dJaaflbo- 
tion aad farebgion, which at one partknlar erialt aetanad to dtt«aten aQ exirtiiig 
ludtotioiiiL Ha dedaied In the pulpit that none bnt a good anbject could b* • 
good Chriiliaii ; an expnanoa ao atrongly akin to tbe ancient doctaine* of pa» 
■*• obedienee uid non-ndataaee, that it can only be axcuied by the particuhr 

ril aal * of die time- Tbe imnd of Blair wa* too fwtWoudy «xaet and 

alegaut to diaplay any ddng of die mi^tattic. PoanaalBg nmm Uale duw fodia. 
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b* nenr utooiilMd lu oonT«ivitiao bj any wiginal ramarib In nBipMy, he 
mhU a Ikr 1«M itnkiDf appeatsoM than tha hilf-imtiuctad paauBt Bunw, «bOi 
at hii Girt nut to Edinburgh, wu wunly pabviUMd by Dr Blair. In aaow 
poinli of Tiaw, his mind bora an unprepoMaaiiig aipKt Ha mi ooatont to 



ftmi in that ag« undar tlw dancnunation of nonla. Ha muld talk pvofuMly i 
of tha fimitiBa of tba mom in trUdi ba wai ■itting, criticUIng afvy ofajaet wilb 
a MDOtM and waU-ii»igbed attantion, lAich would not hara baan iU-bortomd ' 
upon th« moat aokan aubjacta. In hi* di«M, and in almoat all pointt ol nea* 
«r(*nM and owramonta] form, h« wai ininutaly fatlidiouK Ha wh abo m fond 
of lb« appMibation of bit feUow-cnaturaa — in moderation, a mort omAiI faatuia 
of tharartar ■ tliit avan Tory miAed flattory wu reoeirod by bim not only witli- 
out Japlaainiw, but widi an obriouily ke«n reljab, that aaid littla aitbar for hit 
diaorinrination or hii modaaty. Ya^ with ihaae ia« worthy pointa of dtiarao- 
tar, Blair bad no maan moral taalinga. Ha waa iixvpabla of anry; apoke 
libanlly and candid^ of man whom punuiti and opniona dilAred from bia own, 
and waa aaldoM batnyod into a aeren iwnaik upon any aubject anooBnattad ; 
with aelaal rica. i 

llioiigh hii bodily oonrtitutiMi waa by no maani rolMut, yat by habiual tm- | 
pwaaea and by attantiao to haalth, hit life wai bappily pndoi^ed beyond the ' 
Hiual period. For aoma yean he tiad felt hinaelf unequal to tha htigue nt in- 
•tinctinf Ui rery iaigt confragation from the pulpit ; and under the im^aMioa 
iritiA thlt ftalinf produoad, tie hai been heard to lay, with a ii^, tiM, "ha | 
waaiafkaLnoat thalaat afhitoontamporaric^" Bnch, nararthaleM^ waa tha Tifour ' 
c^hia mind, that, in 17&B, when part the eigbtiedi year of hi* age, he OMipMad ' 
and ptMcbed one of the nuMt aAbOlTe aannoni ba erar d«Um«d, on behalf of , 
the fund tor iba bMtefit of the aoni of the clergy. He waa alio employed dnrinf i 
the wmmar of 1800, in praparing hi* laat nilume for tbe prea; and for thi 
purpoatt ha eo^ed the whole with hi* own hand. He b^^an the winter, pleaaad 
with hiwaalf on aeeount of thi* exertion ; and hi* friendi were flatlend with the 
hc^ that be mi|^t lira Is ei^oy tbe accetiion lit antoluntent and tena wUcb ha 
ezpectod it woold bring. But the aeed* of ■ mortal dioeaoe were hnUng widitn 
him. On tbe Sltb of Decambar, ba felt dight pdn in hi* bowel*, wMi iritieh 
neither he nor hb frienda were alanned. On the afteniDon of Iba 96A, thb 
pain encraaied, and violent Byinptoau began to appear ; the cauaea of whidi 
were thni unfortunaialy unknown both to Unaelf and hi* phyaiciaiL Ha bad 
far a faw yean laboured under an inguinal bamiiL Thi* malady, wbicb he wa* 
imprudwitly diipoaed to oonoaal, ha cooaidared a* tilUng; and he undenlood 
that by taking the ordinary pracantiona, nothing wa* to be ^prabanded fron it 
It aattiad, bowev«r, into a rtoppage of the bowel*, and are the pbydeian waa 
made aware of bi* condition, an infiamou^oo had taken place, and ba conae- 
f uently (arrived tmly till Iba morning ol the S7lh, thui calling ahnoat at the 
Mma time with that century of the Cl^rtiau epod), of which ba had baan me of 
the moat diatlnguiAed oraomantai He died in the eigbty'4bird year of hli age, 
and the flfty-^iintb of hU pR>f«a*laa u ■ minister of the goapeL 

BtiAIR, JuiB, an MniuMit dirine, wa* reared for tbe epiaoopalchnrck^ScoU 
land, at die time when it wa* rtruggling with Iba popular dialike in the nign of 
Cbarle* II. DiooMmged by tbe equiTOcal aituation of that aatabUahnMBt In 
Scotland, be voluntarily abandoned hi* ^eferment*, and Temored to Ei^jand, 
when be wm paboniied by Ccmpton, Bithop of London. By thi* prelate ha 
wa* prerailedupon togoaa a niI**ionaiy to Virginia, in laS5, and, baring given 
the graaleat (atia&ctio)) by hi* oeol in tbe propagation of re^on, ba wai, in 
IS89, pretered to Ae cOoe of oommiaaary to' die biahop, lAich waa tbe tu^ 
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Mt cccluiaitkal di|;nit]r tn that prDTinoe. Hii exsrtioiu iren by do dmaiu 
confined to hii ordinary dutiei, Dbierrin^ the diiadTantage imdar which 
the pTOTinoe laboured throu^ the want of MminariM for the education of 
a natire clergy, ho Mt about, and Rnally wat abla to sccompluh, the bonourabk 
work of fouuding the college erf" Williamsbu^h, which wai aflerwaidi, by hii 
penonal interrention, endowed by king WiUiam lit, with a patent, under the 
title of the WiUiam and Mary College. Hs died in 1743, after having been 
preddent of thli InaUtutiDD for about fifty, and a miniiter of the goipel for 
aboTC lixtj yeari. He had alto enjoyed the ofllce of president of the council of 
Tirginia. In the year before hii death, he had piibliibed at Londtui, hie great 
vorii, entitled, ■* Our Sariour'* Kritie Sennon on the Mount Explained, and the 
Pnctioe of it Recommended, in diion fermoni and diicounee," 4 rob. Std., 
whidi ii Ayled by Dr Waterland, the editor of a wcond edition, a " Tsluable 
treature of lound dinnity and prncdcal Chrirtianity." 

BLAIR, Job!), a ciiurchman of noble lamily, who, being ctHnpelled by the 
tyranny of Edward L in Scotland to join the band* of Sir WiUiim Wallace, be- 
came displain to that hero, and did not louple alio to take a ihare in hie 
battlea. He wrote an account of the deed* of Wallace, whidi ia now lost, but ii 
supposed to haTO fumiihed materials to Blind Hairy. Another work of Blair's 
was styled, " De Liberata Tyrannide Scotia." 

BLAIR, JoBH, LL.D. an etainant chronologiit, was, u already mentioned in the 
memoir of Dr Hugh Blur, a relative of that dtstingnithed penonagOL He receired 
a clerical education at Edinburgh, and afterwards went in leardi of employment 
to London, along with Mr Andrew Hendenon, author of a " History mt the 
■ Rebellion of ITiS," and many other woiks, and who, for some years, kept a 
bookseller's ihop in Weitminiter Hall. As Henderson describes himself as re- 
siding in Edinburgh at the time of the battle of Frestonpuii, it is probable ihnt 
Blair^ remoral to London took place after that erent Henderson's first em- 
ployment was that of an usher at a sdiool in Hedge Lane, in wtaidi he waa 
succeeded by Blair. The attention of the latter had probably been directed to 
dtronology by the example of Dr Hugh Blair, who, as already mentioned, com- 
menced a series of tables of erenta, for his own prirate use, which ultimately f<nmed 
the groundwork of the work giren to the world, in 1751, under the title of "The 
Chronology and History of the World, &om the Creation to the year of Chiis^ 
1753 ; illustrated in fifty-dx tables, of whidi bur an introductory, and con- 
tain the centuries prior to the first Olympiad, and each of the remaining fifly- 
twD coutoin, in one expanded riew, fifty yean, or half a century. By the Ber. 
John Blair, LL. D." This laige and raluable work was published by eubscrip- 
tion, and waa dedicated to hard Chancellor Hardwicke. In January, 17SS, Dr 
John BLiir was elected F. R. 8. and in 1761. F. A.S. In 1T5S, he published 
anew edition of his " Chronoli^^," In September, 1757, be waa appointed 
chaplain to the Dowager Princea of Wales, and mathematieal tutor to the Duke 
of York, (brother to George III.); and on Dr Townthend>s promotion to the 
deanery of Norwid), the serrices of Dr Blair were rewarded, Hareb, 176!, with a 
prebendol stall In Westminster abbey. Sudi aseries of ispidlyaccumulaUng honours 
has &Ilen to the k>t of rery few Soottisb adrenturen. But this was not destined 
to be the end of bis good ftntune. He had only been prebend of Westntinster 
six dayi, when the death of the *lcar of Hinddey, in Leicestershire, enabled the 
Dean and Chapter to present him to that Toluable liring, to which was soon sfler 
added, the rectory of Burtoncoggles in Lincolnshire. In 1763-4, he made 
the tour of the continent, in company with his royal jiuptL A new and entaiged 
edition 4^ his " Chronology " appeared in 1768, and iu 1771 he waa poaented, 
by die Daan and Chapter of Westminster, to the ricar^e of St Brides In the 



.y Google 



2S8 FATEICIC BIAIR, HJ). 

dtj iJ London, which made it nec— nr y foe him to rengn Hinckley. In 1776, 
be reigned St Bride'i, in order to luaceed to Iba leclory at 8t John Ibe Enuv< 
gelist in WMtminiler; and in June that year, he obtained a diipeniation to bold 
thii benefice along with that of Horton, near Colebrodie, in Buddn|^iamdUre. 
In the menunble lea-fight of the ISIh of Augvit, 1783, hii brother. Captain 
Blair, in the ooouoand of the Anion, wu we of thtee diitinguiihod officon iriio 
fell, and to whom the country afterwaidi rated a monument Tbii CTenl gave 
•ud a ihock to the Tenerable doctor, who at that time euftered under influenxa, 
that he died, at bii bouae in Denn'« Yard, Weetminalar, on the S4th of June 
foUowing. A woric ontiiled, " Lecturei on the Canon* of the Old Te^ament," 
kppaarod afler bia death; but hia beet monument unqueationably will bo hia 
Chronology, the value of whidi boa been ao amply acdmowledged by the irorld. 

BLAIR, PATSia, M. D. an eminent botaniit in the earlier period of the exi»- 
teuce of that icience in Britain, wsa Gnt known aa a practilloner of aurgery and 
phytic at Dundee, where he broi^t faimtelf into prominent notiue aa an anato- 
nlit, 170S, by tlie diaaection of an elephant whi<i died near that places He 
waa a non-juror or Scottiah epiicopalian, and ao far attadied to the exiled family 
of Stuait, aa to be impriaoned during the inouirection of 171S, at a auipected 
peiMOL He afterwaida remOTod to London, where be recommended hlmaelf to 
the attention of the Hoyol Society by aome diacoune* on the fexe* of flovren. 
Hia atay in London waa tbcart, and afler learing it, be aettled at Doiton in Liu- 
colndiire, where Dr Fulleney coDJecturw that be practiMd phyiic during the 
lemainder of hia life^ The aame writer, in bii " Hiitorical and Biographical 
Sketchei nf KngllJi Botany," auppoeea tiiat hii death happened aoon after the 
publication of the aoTenth Deead of hia Phanaacobotanoteffia, in 1738. 

Dr Blair^ fint publication waa entitled, " MitcelUneou* Obierratioot In Fby- 
uc. Anatomy, Surgery, and Botanidu, 8ro, 1718." In the botanical p«it of 
thia woik, be inainuatei aoine doubu telating to the method auggeated by Fetion 
and otben, of dedutang the qualitiei of regetablei from the agreement in natu- 
ral character* ; and inatanoes the Cynoyloitum, na tending to prove the fallacy 
of tfaii rule. He relate* aereral inatancea of the poiaonoui eflecta of planta, and 
thinka the Ediiunt Murlnura [Pulmonaria Marilima of Linnieu*) should be * 
ranked in the genua CynogloMum, once it poat c ea o * o narcotic power. He de~ 
fcvibe* and figure* aerenl of the more rare Britiab planta, which he had dii- 
corered in a tour made into Wales ; for inatanoe, the Rutnex Digynu*, Lobelia 
Doctmanna, Aliania Ranunculoidea, PyroU Rotundifolia, Akhemilla Alpina, etc; 
But the ww4c by which he rendered the great«it aerrice to botany, originated 
with hi* " Dltooune on the Sexe* of Planta," read before the Royal Society, and 
afterwarda greatly amplified, and publiahed, at the request of serersl memben of 
that body, under the title of " Botanical Eaaaya, 8to, 1730." lliis ti«atiae it 
divided into two parU, containing fire easajtj the three fint roapecting what it 
proper to planta, and the two lat^ what ia proper to planta and animals. This 
it acfcnowledgttd, by an eminent judge, to have been the lirtt complete woric, at 
leatt In the Englith language, on that important department of botanical tdence, 
the aexei of the planta. llie author sfaotts hinueU well acquainted, in general, 
with all the opiniont and orgumenta whid) had been already circulated on the 
aaaw tubjecL The ralue of the work mutt not be estimated by the meature of 
modem knowledge, though even at this day it may be read by ibote not criti- 
caUy Tened in the subject, with instruction and improTetnenL A new of the 
aeveral methoda then invented, cannot be teen so connectedly in any other Eng- 
lish author. Dr Blair itiengtbaned the argument* in proof of the texea of 
plants by aound reaa«ming and some new experimenta. Hi* reasona againfl 
Holland)* opinion of the entrance of the Fon'iwl into the Vatculinn Seminolek 
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and hi« refutation of llw LvmnlMBkiui th^My, hft*e met nitfa ths lanction of lh« 
greatMt DamM in modern boUnf. Dr Bl^r'i kit diitinct publication, nhidi h« 
did not lira to complete, wu " Panaaeobotanolo^a, at ui Alphabetical and Qa>- 
ucal DiMertation wi all tbe Britiib indigenow and garden plaola of tbe New 
IKtpnmtwy," ito, 17S3 — 38. In dii* work, nfaicb waa carried no furtbertfioo 
tlw letter H, the geiiei> and ipecuea are deaeribed, the wniible qualidei and 
mediciual powers are nibjoined, with tiie pharnuceiitical uiei, and the author 
ibo notice* eereral of the more rare J^fliih planta, diaeoTered bj himielf in 
the earirani irf' Boiton. Dr Blair^ fugitite writing* cooaitt of *arioui papera in 
the Philoaophical Tinnaactiona, of whid) one of the most remaricable ii an ac- 
count of tbe Anatomy and Ofteology of tbe Elephant, drawn op from bti irikMr- 
lationi in diiwcting the aninial aboie alluded to at Dundee. 

BLAIR, RoantT, an eminent diriae of the aeTenteenlh century, wai the lixlli 
and roimgert ion of John Blair of Windyedge in Ayrahire, and Beatrix Muir, 
a lady of the honaaraUe houae of Bowallan. He wai bom at Irvine in 1593, 
and recoiTed tiia education at tbe college at Qla^fow. After acting for some 
time aa MtiaMnt to a teadier in diat city, tie waa appointed, in tbe twenty-eeoond 
year nl hia age, to be a regent or profeaaor in die college. In 1616, he woa 
licensed ai a miniater of the gospel. Happening aoon after to preach befon die 
celebrated Hobett Bruce, and being anzioui to have tbe jud^ent of ao great 
and good a man upon hia ^acoune, he took the liberty of directly aaking him 
how he lilted the Mrmon : Bruce aaid, " I found your aennon Tery poliahed and 
mQ digested, but there ia one diing I did raita in it — to wit, the spirit of God ; 
I found not that." Thia criticism mode a deep and useful imjwesaion upon the young 
preacher. The pro^iecta of Mr Blair at Gla^;ow were clouded in 1S93, by the 
accession of Cameron to die office of Prindpal in the College, This dirine, 
tuTing been imbued in France with the tenets of Arminios, became a xealou* 
promoter of the riewa of the court, f(v tbe introduction of Episcopacy into Scot- 
i. Blair speedily became obnoxioui to his eril officea, and found it necenar/ 
to resign his charge. For some years he ofliciBlod to a Presbyterian congregation 
at Bangour in Ireland, but, in 16SS, waa suspended, along widi the equally 
fimiouB preacher Li*ingttone, by the Bishop of Down. He then went orer to 
court, to implore the iaterfeience of the King, who at length gare a farourable 
anawer to bis petiticm, writing with his own hand upon the margin, " Indulge 
these men, for they are Scotsnen ;» an expre«ion certainly honoumbla to tbe 
heart of the unfortunate monaKih. Blair waa one of thoae dirinea, who were 
reputed in Scotland to hare direct communications with hearen, and a power of 
prophetic naioo. While waiting aniioualy for the return of bis petition, he 
aiked, and, aa it ia recorded by hia biographer, receired, a sign Ihim heaTcn, 
tasuring hhn that his wishes would be reaUaed. He also " had from Eaekiel 
xxir. LS. a atoange dtaoovery of his wife's death, and the Tery bed whereon she 
was lying, and the particular acquaintanoea attending her ; and although ihe waa 
in good health at his return home, yet In a little all this came to pam,"' He 
bad not been long re.establiahed at Bangour, when the bighop found Airther 
fault with him, and again sentenced him to be expelled. He now joined in a 
acfaeme set on foot by rarious Pred>yterian cle^ymen in dmilar drcumstnnces, for 
fitting up a ship, and emigralingto New England. But being driven bade by a 
■lorm, they eonceirod that the Almighty will was oppoaed to their resoluticm, and 
accordingly abandoned the scheme. Blair returned to Scottind to mingle in the 
tumuUuoua acenea of the rorenant. He preacbed for some time at Ayr, and waa 
ailenrarda aettled by the Geneial Aasembly at St Andrews. In 1640, he accom- 
panied the Scottiah army into England, and assisted at the negatiaticos for the 
> Scols Worthlea, iiaw edition, IB?7, p. 302. 
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e of Ri^pon. After tlw lint bunt of tba Iriib nbeUion of 16il, when ihe 
pTMbyteriaiu Mpplicated die General Anembly for a supply of minUtsn, Blajr 
wai OD* of than who weat over. He tooa letumed, hovrarer, to bu disr^ at 
St Andrew!. In aubunn 1615, when tbe Scottiih ettatei and General Aanmbly 
were obliged by the pieralence of the plague at Edlnburgli to lit in St Andrewi, 
Blair took a conipicuoua part in the proeecution of Sir Hobert fipoUuwoode and 
other ftdherenU of Montroce, who had been taken prieonen at FhiUphaughi Sir 
RobMt, who had aceompuiied Montroee a« a mere cinlian, upon an embaauge 
from the King, WH nntenced, by a flagrant nolUion of the law, to be beheaded 
aa a traitor. In reoLty thii dignified and re*pectable peimn wu Mcriliced as 
an atonement for the exertion* of hii father, Ardibiduip SpotUiwoode, to intro- 
duoa Epiicopacy. At thi* period, when toleraUon wai uncarely looked upon u 
« fatal and deadly error, it was coneeired, that to permit thii perwm to escape 
would draw down the wrath of God upon the land, Blair, who entertained aU 
these notions in the moat eamot manner, was nererthekM aaxioiB that an exei>- 
tion should be made to turn Sir Robert from the etron of his &ith, so that he 
might at least die in Ihe profteion of the true religion, H« therefora attended 
him in jail, and eren at the acaffi^d, bying all hia eloquence to w<Kk a, conrer- 
sion. Spottiswoodo, who was one of the most learned and enlightened men of 
his age, appean to hare looked upon these efforts in a dilftrent spirit from that 
in whidi they were made. He was provoked, upon the very (caffold, to reject 
the prayen of his pious monilor, in language far from courtly. Mr. Blur was 
equally unsuccessful with Captain Guthrie, ton of the ex-bishop of Moray, who 
was ioon after executed at die sane place. 

Blair was one of the Scottish dinnea appointed, in IS4S, to reason Ae King 
out of his Episcopal preponessions at Newcastle. The eelebraled Cant, one of 
bis co.adJutan in this task, hanng one day accused bis Majesty of favouring 
Popery, Mr Blair interrupted him, ftnd hinted that this was not a proper time 
or place for making such a chnige. The unfortunate monandi, who certainly 
had a claim to this amount upon the gratitude of Blair, appean to have felt the 
klndnea of the remark. At the death of Hendenon, his Majesty appointed 
Blair to be hi* successor, as dutplain tor Scotland. In this capacity, he had 
mud) intereoune with the King, who, one day, asked him if it wss wmrantabla 
in prayer to detennine a contro>er*y. Blair, taking the hint, uud, that in the 
prayer just fiiuthed, be did not think that he had determined any eontroTeny. 
" Yes," laid the King, " you determined the Pope to be Antidirist, which Is a 
coDtroreny among dirinee." Blair s^d ha was sorry that this diould be disputed 
by hit Majesty; for certainly it was not so by his father, lliii remark showed 
great KUtenest in the divine, for Charles, being a omistant defender of Ae 
opinions <tf hit tiKber, whose EUUhority he esteemed above that of all professional 
theologians, wat totally unable to make any reply. The constancy of the 
King in hii adherence to a churdi, which bis ooconation oath bad obliged him 
to defend, rendered, u is well known, all the advices of the Scottish divines 
unavailing. After spending some months with his Majesty, in bit captivity at 
Keweattle, Mr Blair returned to Scotland, 

In 1613, when Cromwell came to Edinburgh for the Gi*t time, the Commit- 
sion of the Church sent thrse divines, including Mr Blur, to treat with him tor 
a uniformity of religion in England. The sectarian general, who lo<4ud upon 
the Scottish Presbytery as no better than English Episcopacy, but yet was $md- 
out to conciliate the ncrthem divines, entertained this legation wi<h snooth 
speeches, and made many solemii appeals to God, as to the sincerity of hit inten- 
tions. Blair, however, bad perceived the real duumcter of Cromwell, and thought 
'« ask explicit answer* to the three following tslegories: — I, What 
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1 of moDudiical govenimeDtP To tlii* he uitmrod, that be wai 
gonrameot ; which exactly fuited the riewi of the Scottish Praa- 
What wa« hii opinion enent tolemtiool* H« aniwored confi. 
denlly (hot he ma altogether a^nit tolecolion ; which pleased, if poesible, rtiU 
better. 3, What was liii opinion coDceming the goremmeDt of the diurch? 
"Oh, now," Mud Crom««U, " !Hr Blair, you article me too sererely; you mint 
panlon me that I giro you not a present answer to this." When the deputaUon 
left biia Mr Darid Dickson said to Mx BJair, " I am glad to hear this man 
speak no worse ; " to which the latter replied, " If you knew liim as well as I, 
you would not beliero a word he says ; for he ii an egregious dissembler.o 

Blair coDtinued to be a lealous and useful minister during the usurpation of 
Cromnell, but after the Ilestoration, fell speedily under the censure of bis 
metropolitan, Archbishop Sharpe. For some yean, he had no regular place of 
worship, but preached and ministered when he met with a &Touriible opportunity. 
During his later yean, being prohibited from coming within twenty miles of 
St Andrews, he lired -at Heikle Coustoo, in the pariA of Aberdour, where lie 
died, August S7, 1SG6, in the 73d year of bis i^e. Ha was buried in the 
church-yard of Alierdour, where there ia a small tablet to his memory. 

Hob^ Blair was the author of a Commentary on the Book of Pioreibs, and 
also of some pc^tical piecas, none of which hara come down to modem timeh 
His abilities were singulariy reriTed in more than one branch of _^bis numerous 
progeny, particularly in his grandson, the author of " The Grara," and his two 
great-gnndsoDS, Dr Hugh Blair, and the lnt« Robert Blair, Preudent of the 
Court of Session. 

BLAIR, HoBCftT, author of " The Graie, a Foem," was the eldest son of the 
Rar. Daiid Bl^, one of the mini^en of Edinburgh, and chaplain to the 
King, who, in his turn, was son to the subject of the praoeding ardde. The 
mother of the author of " The Grara," was a Miss Nisbet, dau^ter of Mr Nia- 
bet oT Carfia I^e was bom in the year 1 099, and afier the wual preparatory 
studies, was ordained In 1731, minister of Alhelstaneford, in East LiOlhion, 
where be spent the remainder of his life. Fosseswng a small fortune in addition 
to his stipend as a parish^Jergyman, be Uied, we are told, rather in the style 
of a country gentleman than of a minister, keeping company with the neigh- 
bouiing gently, among wh<Hn Sir Francis Kinloch of Gilmertoo, paliron of the 
paridi, was one of his wannest friends. Blair, we are further infwmed, was at 
once a man of learning, and of elegant taste and mannen. He was « botanist 
and florist, whit^ he showed in tiie culttTation of his garden ; and was also 
. optical and microscopical knowledge, on which subjects he carried 
with some learned men in ^igland. He was a man of ua- 
cen piety, and rery asvduous in discharging the duties of his clerical functions. 
As a preacher, be was serious and warm, and discovered the imagination of a 
poet. He mairied Miss Isabella Iaw, daughter of Mr Iaw of Eiringston, who 
had been Frofeseor of Moral Fhilosophy in the UniTorsity at EdLoburgh ; by 
this lady, who surrimd him, he had fire sons and one dau^uer. His fourth 
son, who bore his own name, nroae, through rarious gradations of honour at the 
Scottish bar, to be Freudent of the Court of Session. 

Blair had turned his thoughts, at at early period of life, to poetry. While 
stiU very young, he wrote some renes to the memory of his future fatherJiv^Wi 
Mr Iaw, who was also his blood relaUon. We hare his own teaUnMaiy for aaj- 
ing, that his " Gran" tros chiefly composed in that period of his life which 
preceded his ordination as a parochial deigyman. An original manuscript of the 
poem, in the possession of his son the Lord President, was dated 174 L-3; and 
it appears, from a letter written by tho author to Dr Doddridge, in February 
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tbat year, tlist 1m bad jurt bseo endearourinf , throi^ lb* infliWDei «f U* eor- 
mpODilant, Dr Uasc W*tU, to indues tbe London booktoUus to publuk iL It 
wu rejected by two of tbeM pairMit of lUnUun, to vbmn it had bwn nean- 
DModed by Dr Watte; but irw finally printed at London, in 1743, "few 
Hr Coopor." Th« autlxv appcan to liaT« been ■eriontly anxiuut tliat it riMuld 
bvooniB a popular wuk, for be tbiii writai to Dr Doddiidp : — " In «rd«r to 
nake it more generally liked, 1 waa obliged loiMtimea t« go cmm to my own 
indinalioa, irell knowing tbat, whaterer poem u written upon a mtIoub argib 
ment, must, upon tbat very account, be under lerioui diiadrantaget ; and tbei*- 
fore proper axtt mutt be uied to (oake nich a piece go down with a licentiou* 
age, wbich caret for none of iboee tbing(.« lliii it not raiy deariy intelligible, 
but perbapt allude* to Itie plain, Krong, rational, aitd oAea coUoquiaUy bmibai 
language of the poem, which Ilia plurality of oiodern oitioi will allow la be iti 
belt feature. " The GrsTe " if now to be eitaemed ai one of the Mandard cli» 
•ict of Engliih poetical literature, in which rank it will probably lenuia laagei 
than many woriii of greater contemporary, or eren present bne. 

BOECE, HacroB, when name wai oCberwue spelled B<»yii, Boyea, BoJM, and 
Boioe, an eminent, though creduloua, hiMorian, waa bora about Ae year IW&4, 
at Dundee, and hence he aMuned tbe Mrname of IMdoDann& Hii family wen 
poweai e d of the eitate of Panbrida, or Balbiide, in the county of Ai^ui,wUdi bad 
been acquired by hii grandfather, Hugh Boeoe, along with tbe heirea in marriage, 
in coniequenceof biaaerrice* toUaTidII.,atthebattleof Dupplin. The radimenta 
of liit education he received in hia native town, whidi at that time, and for a 
long time after, was celebrated for ita Kbool* : be aflerwaidi itudied at Abve- 
deen, and finally at Pari*, where, in 119T, be became a profeaMr of pfaiksc^y 
in tbe college of Moitacute. Of a number of tbe year* of hit life about thu 
period, there if eTidenlly nothing to be told. Tbe gannloua and Mmetimei 
tabling Dr Hackenzie bai filled up thii patt of hi* life with an aocouot of bii 
fellow-atudent* at Pari*, all of whoae name*, with one exception, Iutb funk into 
oblirion. That exception i* tbe Tenented name of Eratnua, who, a* a marii ol 
aflection for Boece, dedicated to bim a catalogue of hi* worki, and maintained 
with him in alter life laregidar a oomapondenoe aa tbe imperfect conununication 
of tbtwe timee would penniL Id the year 1500, Bithop Elphinitone, who had 
juit founded the College of Aberdeen, inrited Boece bone to be the principal 
'llie learned profetacH', reluctant to quit the learned fodety he enjoyed at Paris, 
wa* iHily periuaded to accept Ibii inTitation, a* he infcmi* ui himaelf, *' by mean* 
of gittt and promiiei ;» the principal inducement must of coune hare been tbe 
■alary, which amounted to forty nieik* B-yea^^equal to two pound* three ihil- 
lingi and fourpence sterling — a mm, bowOTSr, which Dr Johnson mmarha, wa* 
then probably equal, not only to the needs, but to tbe rank of tbe PioMdcnt of 
King** College 

On hi* arriral at Aberdeen be found, anumg the Chanon Hegulan, a great 
many leomed men, and became a member of their order, fVom thi* order, 
indeed, the pr(tfe**or* eeem to bate been teleded. A* cdlei^ue in hi* new 
office, Hector Boece asaodaled with himself Mr William Hay, a gsntleman ol 
the ahire of Angu*, who had itudied along with him under tbe lame mastets both 
at Dundee and Paria Alexander Hay, a Chanon of Aberdeen, we* tbe fint 
teacher of achtdastic theology in that uniTenity. Darid Guthry and Jame* Ogilry 
are menLoned as prdessOT* of civil and canon law ; but whether they wen 
contemporary teadiers or succeeded each other in tbe nme duur, i* not quite 
clear. Henry Spital was the first who taught philosophy at Aberdeen, and for 
tlili purpoee he wrote An Easy Introduction to tbe philMOf^y tit Ariftotle. Ano- 
ther of the learned profe**or* was Alexander Galloway, rector of HinkeH who 
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wm author of b treadle on th« JBbudaa or Western Mm, with an account of the 
Clay or Claik Gtete, and the tTMt upon which the; wen found to grow ; b notk 
no longer to be found, but the bMt porta of which are probably embodied in Boece's 
hi*tory of Scotland. Arthur Boece, brother to the principal, was alao one of hia 
aniBtaula. He woe a tutor of the canon law, and a licentiate in the civil ; a 
man of great eloquence and ungular erudition. Besides these, Boece has com- 
meniorated tereral others, who were his assistants, and reflected lustre upon the 
dawn of learning in the north. Some of them were, according to the learned 
principal's account, men of hi|^ eminence, wliose influence was great in the dajB 
in which they lived, and whose example extended ereo to afler ages. He par- 
ticularly refers to John Adftm, who was the first to icceive the degree of Doctor 
of theology in the UniTersily ; alter wbidi be wa* made principal of Che Domini- 
can order, idiich, from the ricious lirea, the porerty, and tiie ignorance of ill 
membeis, had sunk into great contempt, but iHiicb be raised into high ivapecta. 
bility, both for piety and learning. On the death of his patron Biiliop Elphin 
ilone, in 1511, Boece, out of gratitude for Lit friendship, and respect ftMT hi* 
great learning and exemplary rirtue, restdred to gire to the vrorld an account of 
bis life, in composing which he was so struck with the exemplary conduct uf 
otfaen who had filled that see, that he determined to write the history of (be 
liTee of the whole of the biihopi of Atwrdeen. This labwioui undertaking he 
completed in Latin, after the custom of the age, and gare to tlie world in the 
year 162^ It was printed at Paris by Badiui Ascenciiis. 

His next, and by far hit greatest work, was a history of Scotland, from the 
earliest aocounta. To this noik he was probably stimulated by the example of 
John Hair or Bfajor, a tutor of the Sortranne, and principal of the college of 
St SolTadore at tit Andrews, whose history of Scotland, in six books, was puU 
liibed at Paris in the year 1531, The Scolichromcon had been originally 
written by John F<Mrdun a canon of Aberdeen and continued by ATalter Bower 
or Bowmaker to the death of Jame* I., nearly a century prarioiM t« Uiii, as had 
also the metrical Chroi^kil of Scotland by Andrew Winton prior of LodiloTen, 
but all of them written in a style beneath the dignity of history, and disgoiaed 
by the most contemptible fables. Iflair was more studious of truth, but hit naita- 
tire is meagre and his style loose and disjointed. Boece wis a man of high 
talent, and one of the best Latin ediolars which his country has at any period 
produced ; but he was croduloua in a high degree, and most unquestionaUy haf 
gireu his authority, such as it was, to many fables, if he did not bimaelf abso- 
lutely inient them ; and he has rested the truth of his facts upon outiiav thai 
nerer existed except in bit own imagination. Of the " Inglis lyia," which 
Buchanan complains had cost him to mucb trouble to pui^ out of the " itory of 
Scotland," perhaps he had net preserved the greatest number, but he certainly had 
more of tho " Scotlii Tonitie " than even that great man was willing to part wi(K 
In imitation of some other historians be baa introduced his history with the co*> 
mi^^phy of the country, in which he has been followed by Budionan. Some 
passages we have selected from this part of the woric, illustrative of his taste for, 
and his knowledge of, natural hiatory. Hie extracts ore taken from the tranda- 
tion of John Bellenden ardldeacan of Murray, which was made for the benefit 
of King Jamet V., who, from a defective educadon, was unable to read the ori- 
ginal Hiat they may oAbrd the reader a genuine specimen of our andeni 
Scottidi prose, we have given these few extncts in their raiginal orthograjdiy. 
The firtt it the result of the inquiries of Hector Boece into the claidii or dag-- 
geeee that were supposed to grow upon trees. 

" Sum men belevis that thir daikt grows on treit by the nobbis^ bet thair 
epnion w vane. And because the natut« and ^ftocnaAoa vS ttur daikii is 
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MrangB, vre bare maid na little lijbon and diligsnca to wtitii the tnitli and reri- 
tia Ituiiror. We han inilit tlirow Uie leii quhare they Ar br«de, and And by 
grit experience ttuit the nature oT the leit ii maii« relevant caute of their pro- 
creation than ony other thyng ; for all ti«ii that are cunen in the kU be prooea 
of tyme apperii tint worme etin, aud in the nnall hollii and bom thairof growia 
wnall ffonnii, Firrt they tdtajt thair heid and feit, and hut of all they ichaw 
Ihnir plumii and wingu. Finally, <|uhea they are cumin to the juit tneaauw and 
^uantitie of g«ia, they fle in the aire ai othir fowlii. Thaiifore becaiw the rude 
■od ignorant pepyll lavr oftyme* the fruitu that fell off the Irei* quhilk itude 
nair the »m, coDTertit within ihort tyme in geii^ tliey belerit that thir geii grew 
Upon the tieii hingand be thair nobbii, gic like at apillii and uthir fniitii, bot 
thair opinion ii nocht to be KutaJnit." Thi* abrard nonsenA i« by the rulgar 
in Mme placei beliered to ihia day. The fiamacle hn« lomewhat the appearance 
of a fowl in miniature indoaed in a ahell, and Oiii they luppoae to be the young 
of the claih-gooK. The foDowing will not appear 1«h wonderful to the greater 
part of reader* than the procreatJon of the claika. " The wolffii ar ridit noy- 
«nn to the tome bettial in all pairta of Scotland, except ane pairt Ihairo^ named 
Glenmore ; in quhilk the tame bcitial geU lytill damage of wyld beitial, eipe- 
cially of toddii. For Ilk boui nuritea ane young todd certane day*, and mengii 
the £edie Ihairof after it be ilane, with lic meit ai they gif to thair fowlii or 
uthir amall beiitii, and *a« mony si eiU of Ihii meit ar prenrril twa monthi 
after fra ony damage be the toddi*, for toddia will gutt na fleahe that gwti o( 
thair ajn kynd ; and be thair bot ane heist or (owl that hai nocht guglit of thia 
meit the todd will chaJi it out amang ane thouaand.'t 

Could the following art be le-dJiooTered it would be a great Mring in the 
article barley, and would beudei render the malt duty of non^lTecL " In 
all the dewrti* and muirei of thij realme graivii an herbe namit hadder, bot 
[without} ony aeid, ridil nuhitiTe huth to beiitii and fowlii, ipflctallie to beia. 
Thia heihe in the month of Julie hoi ane floure of puipure hew, alt iweet i* 
honey. The Pydtfa maid of thii herbe ntm tyme ane richt delidow and hal- 
aume drynk, nocfatheloM the manier of the making of it if perirt be the exler- 
mination of the lald Pychtii, for they tcbaw novir the craft of the making of 
diia drink hot to thair awn blude." 

The following particular doKription of gum (bund among the iilei, probably 
ambergreae, ii Angularly <Auirscteriitic of the author. " Among the crnggei of 
the idii growii ane maneir of goum, hewit like gold, and u atlractiTe of natui« 
tliat it drawi* itnte, flax, or benunii of dvthit, to it, in the tamin maneir a* 
doea one adamant itane. Thia goum U general of ne froth quhilk i> cuiain up 
be the oontinTial repercuMion of tite wavii againii the *ee nallii, and throw ithand 
motion of the aee it growii all teuch ai glow, ay nialr and mair, quhiU at laat it 
folli down of the c«g in the aee. Twa yeir afore the cumin of thii beuk to 
light, arriwit ane grit lump of thit goum in Budiquhane, ol» meikle aa ane hora, 
oad woi brocht hame by the herdii, quhitkii war kepand thair beiitia to thair 
houaii and eutMn in the fire, and becaun they fand ane amell and odour thair- 
with, they ichaw to thair maiiter, Ihat it waa ganand for the lent [incenie] that 
i* maid in the kitka. Thair maialer waa ane rude man, ai they war, and tuke hot 
ane lytill pairt thairoC The malit pairt wa» deitroyit aforo it cum to ony wy»e 
maneiria, and aa the proverb wai reri^it, 'The loij curia na bahne.' " 

Of the niiiBculoui the two following ore tolerable apedmena. " In Oricney ii 
ane grit fin^he, mair than onie hori, of nuureloua and Inct«dible aleip. Thia 
fiiche, whan ihe begin* to aleip, feinia hir teith faat on ane crag abare the water. 
All (oon Bi Ihe marinerii fynia hir on aleip, they come with ane atoik cabill in 
ane boat, and efter they hare borit ane hole threw hir tail, they feane hir to the 
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nmyn. AU loon bi thia fiKbe ii smUuiit, bIlb maks her to loup with grit fun 
into the IM, Mid fra die ^d binofF fut the wiythii hir out of hir awn ikin 
and daiki Of tbs fiitoeu that sdio hei ii maid oulie in grit quautitie, and of 
hir tkin U maid iti'ang^ catiilli.'' 

" In Munayland, in the kiike of Petle, the baini of lytiU John remaini in 
grit admiradon of the pepilL He has been fourteen feit of bight, with iqitan 
meinben effeiring thairio. Sax jrein afore tbe cumin of tbii werk to light, ire 
taw hi* hanih bain al» meiMe m tbe haill bain of ane man, for wo ihut our Min 
In the mouth tbairof, by qobUk ^pein how iltang and iquare pepill gmw ia 
our region afore tbay war eflbminat with lutt and intemperance of mouth," 
Spare di«t aeema to bare been, in tbe ertimation of our author, tbe all in all of 
human exoeUenee, whether mentally or corporeally, and its diime haa certainly 
nerer been mora eloquently bewailed than in tbe following paragrsph : — " 1 
belief nane he* now de eloquence nor fonlh [plenty] of language tbat can wffi' 
cienlly declara how far we in thir preunt dayii or diAerent fra tlie rirlew and 
tempwance af oar eldariai For quhara our eldaria had lotweatie, we bare 
ebreitie and drunknau ; quham tbey bad plentie with niffioence, we bare immo- 
dwate deririi with tuperfluitiet ; aa he war maift nobyl and hopeit that could 
derore and iwelly nadtt ; tbrow qidiilk we engorge and fiUia ounelf day and 
nycbt n Gill of meilia and drinki*, that w« can nocht abftane quhill our wambe 
be aa awon, that it i* unable to ony rirtewoua occupation, and nocht allanerly 
may anrfect dennen and lowpar auffice, bot alio we muit continue our ihaiDefiJ 
TOraiitte with dubeU dennera and lOwpan, tbrow qubilk nooy of ua gangia to na 
ulhir biunea bot to fill and tume our vrambe. Na fiacbe in the aee, nor fowle 
in the aire, nor beiit in tbe wood, may haif rert, bot ar aocht here and Ihair to 
aatiafy the hungry appotitia ef gluttoniL Nocht allanerly are wynii aocht in 
France, bot in Spayne, Italy, and Greece, and aumtyme bailli Aphrick and 
Aaya ar aodit for new delicioui meitia and wynli to tbe tamyn eifecL The 
young pepill and baimia follow thir imbappie cuatomei of thair faderii, and 
girii tbemielf to but and iniolenoe, harind idl reitewona oaftii in conlemption, 
and fa wban tyms of weir occurria, tbey are la eHeminat and toft, that tbey pan 
on hon aa hearia martia, and are toe fat and grown that tbey may do na thing 
in compare of tbe aorerane manbeid of tbair antecewira. Ala aun aa they ar 
ratumit hame becaua thair gnddia or not fuAcient to nuria them in roluptuoua 
life and pleaaur of tbair wambe, Ihey are giren to all manelr of ararice, and 
outhir caiIJa Ibem to be atnng and maiatwful therea, or elae aaweia of djaaention 
■maog the nobyUii." 

Pwhapt, after all, tbe but paragraph of Boece<a Coonography of Scndand 
might hare been auffident to atteat hia character: " Thui it were needful to put 
an end to our Coamogiajdiit^ were not on uncouth hittory tarryia a litiU my pen. 
Hr Jams (%ill>y, with uther nobyhnen, wea tend at ambaaaatourit frae tbe maift 
nobill prince king Jane* the fei^ to tlie kyug ot France, and be lompeK of aee 
tbey war conitrainit to land in Norway, quhare they saw nocbt far fra thaim 
mony wild men nakit and lucb, on the tarn maner aa they war painted. At 
laat they got adTertiting by landwart pepill that they war doum beeatia under tbe 
Ggur of men, quba in tyme of nicht nait to come in grit companiea to landwart 
riUogea, and quban they fiud na doggia they brek up dtvia, and alaya all the 
pepill that they fynd thair intJlL Tbey an of aa huge atrenth Ibat they pull up 
treit by the rutla and fechta tbairwith omang thaimaeIC The ambaaaatouria war 
attoniat at thir mmttouria, and made atrick watchea nitb grit fyrea bimand all 
nidit, and on the nmrrow they pullit up aoila and depoirtiL Further tbe Nor- 
way men tdiow that then wet abo nocbt far fi« ihaim an pepiU that iwomit all 
the fymar, like Sadta in tbe aee, leifand on fiadie, bot in the winter, becauae tbe 
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trsMr b eauM, they leif upon wild b«hlii Ihat deioeiidii &a the mountainU, aud 
■> endii bera the Coanagiapfajr of Scotlimd." Sudi ire ipodnMiii of what pnnnrt 
for rentable hiilory in SeoUaad tcarcely three oenbiriei ago, uid aucb wu the 
weakaeM of a, man who wu eertoiuly in hii own day, eren by foreignen, 
reckoned on oinament to hii country. The truth ii, knouledge in tbou daji 
wa« matt deplorably limited by the difficulty irf trareUing, and the paucity of 
booki. A geographical writer lat in hii (tudy, ignorant penonidly of arcry 
thing except what wai immedial«ly around hioi, and liable to be impoted upon 
by the KoriM of oeduloui or lying tnTeUen, which he had no meana of coirecl- 
in; or diiproTing. The phiknophictl writer wa* equaUy liable to be im- 
pMod upon by biae and Kipentitiout lyrtemi, wUdi the age poduced in gt«at 



Boece'i biitory waa publiahed at Paria in 1530, in a folio Tolume, tmder the 
title of "Sootonim Hictorift, a prima gentia engine, cum allaium et rerum et 
gentium iUmtratione non Tulgori." Thia edition, yrbieb wai printed by Bodiuf, 
contain* MreDteen booka. A aectmd wai printed at Lauaanne, and publidked at 
Paria In 1574, about forty yean after the death of Boece. In thia, were added 
the eighteenth and part of a nineteenth book, written by himaelf; and a con- 
Unuation of the biitory to the end of Um reign of Jiune* IIL, by Ferrariua, a 
learned FiedmtoiteM, who came to Scotland in 15S8, in the train of Robert 
Beid, Abbot of Kinloaa, and afterward* Biibop of Orkney. 

Soon aflar the publication of hi* Iiiitory, (LS37,) Jamei V, heatowed upon 
Boeoe a pention of jC50 Scota yearly, which waa to be paid by the iheriiT ot 
Aberdeen out of the king^ caaualtiea. Two yean afterwuda, a new pneept wai 
iiMwd, directing thia penaion to be paid by the cuMomen of Aberdeen, until the 
king diould promote him to a benefice of 100 merki Scoti of yeariy nlue. By 
« aubaequent regulation, the peniion waa partly paid by the king'i comptroller, 
and paitly by the treaaurer. 

A* tbe payment appear* for the laat time in the ti«aaurer'« booka for 1531, i| 
i* probable that about that time the king carried into aflbct hi* intention of ez- 
cfaaoging the pennon for a benefice. The benefice ao giren wa* the Bectory of 
Fyris in Aberdeenihite, «bidi he held at hi* death in 1536, aa appean from 
the leooid of the preaentstion of hi* auccetaor. According to Gwdon of Straloch, 
tbe death of the roTerend hiilorian happened at Aberdeen ; he na* then about 
•OTenty yean of age. 

In -etlimoting the diaracter of Hedor Boeoe, nutny circumitnnoei mmt be 
taken into oocounL It la certainly impociible to read his hittory without feeling 
contempt for hi* undentanding aa well a* for hi* renidty; yet when we conii- 
der the ni^t of igaiH«nce, imbecility, and error, in which he Ured, contempt 
gire* place to atrong compaiuon, and we feel dJ*poaed to apologize tor, rather 
than to blame him. Lord Hailei hoi bitterly remarked that the Soot* were re- 
formed from popery, but not from Boece, and Pinkerion inreigba agoinat him, 
a* " the moat egregioui hiitoriool impostor that erer appealed in any country!" 
It ia enough, bowerer, for the rindication of thia elegant writer, that be fulfilled 
all tbe duties that could be demanded from a hiitorian in bia own time, and 
could not be expected, to uae a mon ju*t expreaian of Dolrymple, to be a phi- 
knopher before philosophy rerired. That he waa incapable of deiigned impo*> 
Um, appean inaonte*tibly prored by the tMtimonie* of his contemporariea; 
Emamua, \a particular, atyling him a man nho " knew not what it wa« to make 
a lie." 

The highest bonoun hare been bettowed upon the learning and genio* of 
Boeoe. Tlte same diitinguiahed friend aays, that he was a man of an extraor- 
dinary and happy genius, and possessed of great eloquence. Ferrarius, who 
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continued hii liirtory, ctyles him a man of tingulnr learning and erudition, and 
one Krbo bod tninmiiUed to poiterity, in a moat decent ityle, the noble and 
heroic achierementi of our kiagi and predeceaum, and he belieres that there ia 
no man on the like lubjeot couM hare done it more aignitinintly, or to better 
purpote. Paul Joriiu, in hit description of Britain, layi, that Boece nroCe the 
hiilorj of the Scots kingi down to Jamei IIL " with equal eloquence and dili- 
gence." Of hia deadiptioB of Scotland, the nry aubject upon which we have 
aninudvarted, he sayi that he made it hit biuineia, being led on by euiiotity and 
(be loT« of fail country, to leare nothiDgunobferred thotwaa praias worthy, either 
iu our deierta at mountaini, or in our lakei and aeaa. Joannes Gimlleriui cayi, 
that he waa ezquiiitely Tenad in all the parts of philoeophy and theology, and a 
moit eminent hiitwian. fiiihop Letly affirroi that hii ttyle boa the purity of 
Casar'a, and that for the nerrouineaa of hii words and rensoninga, he seems to 
hare tranafeired to himself that of Ijivy. Biihop Spotawood says, that be wu a 
great philosopher, and much commended by lirasmus for hia eloquence, and 
dioogh ha has been by some English wrilen traduced for a fabulou)! and partial 
historian, they who take the trouble to peruse his history will perceire thia to 
be ipoken out of passion and malice, not from any just cause. Etm Buchanan, 
though he charges him with haring, in his description of Scotland, delirered 
some thing* not true, and with haiing drawn others into mistakes, as weU as 
with being orer credulous of those to whom be committed the inquiry after many 
of his matters, and in consequence published their opinions in preference to Uie 
truth, admits that he was not only notably learned in the liberal sciences above 
the condition of those times, but also of an exceeding' courteous and humane 
inclination." Bartholomew Lotomas, a well known annotator on Cicert^ 
Terence, and Horace, honoured hit memorj by the following very beautiful 
epitaph' — 

Qobquit *d tnmulnm ofaatapcicii irtan, 
Tvdas perpctu mlcBrB lua, 
lynoem pcrpaEalt Bd«SM Unlls ; 
ElqulialBsUmlt cuplidoccri? 
>1at I hlo mahst Bnthloi Heelor 
Ilia qui patris mm tiDabras, 
Atqiia ilUa patriaa aliore llagun 
Inrcelo LstlM fafaTtt ultra 
Tbu1*n at Tltrel Tlgoria Arct<i». 
Peraolrenl Scotldea proin CamttnM. 
Cum passim Inclpiant queantqua hat»rJ, 
RomariK meiiUi auo Fannti 



To the merely English scholar, the fbUowing imitation will gin 
dea of this epitaph. 

That In thta tomb tht narar-fadlng light 
Stresms brlglit from bfazing torcbca unconaumed. 
Art thou amind, and would'tt tboa rrad aright? 
Htetor Boethiua, know, liaa hare inbinonL 
H< who his Gountrr'a bills and tbIci illamad 
With aU the loatra of the Lallan ton^ 
Chasing tba ahadta ot darkaasa deep, fore-doom'd, 
BtfoaA (be freeiiog pola and Thule'a ibon. 
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F«r Ihli ubni'd, graceful Id Robmd dnMt 
DaMTred Ibank* tha ScMlan HiUM paf 
To Urn irh* gin them life — dtcradnf thm 
Upon bit tomb nnfadini llfbl thill jUmj, 
From Isnibcm bainlng blight, that iM'er iball know daeaf . 
BOGUE, D&vm, the Father, 31 he haa bMn colled, of the London Minloiury 
Sodety, nat htem at HaUydown in the Paridi of Coldingfaani, Benriduhire, on 
the 18tli February, 17S0. Hii fUber, i>ho fkrmed hia own e^ata, wai deacended 
of a reapectabte family irfaidi had been long aettled in the county. HU rtndiea 
are Mid to haTe been cairied on at Dunie under the nperintendenoe of 
ibe diftingniabed Cruiltahanki, not leai remembered for the incceM of hia 
tuition, tbtm for the Mroity of bia diadpline. He aAerwarda remored to 
the unirennty of Edinburgh, and atudied moral philoaojdiy under Adam Fergn- 
•on, the welUcnown author of the " Uiatory of Ciril Sodety." After undergo- 
ing tlie uMial courts of tfudy, and being licenaed a* a preadier in connection 
with the churd) of Scotland, from want, perfaapa, of rery flattering protpecta in 
hia natiTB country, he remored to London {1771], and waa for aome time em- 
ployed in the humble, bat meritoriout, capacity of luber in an academy at 
EdmoDtOD, aflerwarda at Hamptfead, and iinaUy with the Rer, Mr Smilb of Cain- 
benrell, whom be alao aanated in Ae diacharge of bit minitterisl dutiea both at 
Camberwell and at Silrer Street, London, when he held a lectureahip, the dutiea 
ot vibirb were at one time peiformed by the celebrated John Home. The ceol 
with whidi Mr Bogue diji^iarged hi* dutiea in both of theae capadtiea, contri- 
buted not leM to the aatiafaction of Mr Smith, than to the increaae of hia own 
popularity. At length, on the reaignation of the minitter of an independent 
cliapel at Goaport. Mr Bogue waa unanimoutly dioaen to GD the racaiit dvuge. 
The dutiea of hit new lituation were sudi aa to require all the atrength of judg- 
ment and UDCompromiaing inflexibility, tempered with Cbriitian meekneaa, which 
entered ao largely into hia character. The charge wai one of great difficulty, 
and of peculiar importance. The member* of the congregation were dinded 
among tbemaelTei, and part of them had indeed withdrawn Crom the communion 
altogether, during the miniatry of bia predeceaMr, and formed tfaeinaclTet into a 
•eparate congregation, under a rival miniater; but the exemplary conduct of 
Hr Bogue, and bia leal In the diadiaiga of hia duties, were luch, that be had 
icaroe occupied the pulpit twelve montha nhen a i«-union wu eftbcted. Hia 
fame, aa a aolid and (ubatantial adiolar, and an erangellcal and indefatigable 
minuter, now ipread rapidly; and, eariy in DIarch 1780, be entered into the 
deaign of becoming tutor to an eatabliabment for directing the ftudlea of young 
men deatined for the Chiiidan miniatry in connexion with the Independent 
oommunioD. Per the ability with which thia eatabliihment waa conducted, botb 
now and when it afterwarda became a limilar one for thoae dettined for mijdtm- 
lahotin, hii pniae ia indeed in all the churchei. It waa In thia period, 
thoi^h occupied with the detaila of what moat men would hare felt aa a fidl 
occupation of tbeir time, that bit ereivactire mind turned ila attention to the 
formation of a grand miaaionary idieme, which afterward* rcaulled in the Lon- 
don Miaaionary Sodety, The influence wbich the eatahliahment of thia inatilu- 
tion wH calculated to have on the pubUc mind waa grand and exteniire, and the 
tpringing up of the British and Foreign Bible Sodety, and the Heligioua T^act 
Sodety at ihort interrala, prorea how much good waa elTected by the impetua tbu* 
given by one maater-roind. In the eetabliabnwnt of botb of tbeae he likewlte 
took an actire part, cootributing to the latter body the fint of a aeriea of pub- 
Ucationi which hare been of great naeflilDeaa. In the year 1796, Mr Bogue 
I* called upon to ahow whether he, who had pnfeawd himaelT audi a friend 
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to miMOiuiry eaUijirUe, wu auffidenllf iiabu»d with Um tpirit of the ga«p«l 
to OEuble him to fonaks bcmM and the Comfort* of tiTilized lo^ety, to 
deroto himMlf to its lacmd cauw. The call alludod to, wu made — and it 
waa Dot made in lain — by Bobert Haldaoe, Eiq. of Airdrie, who, to fiuniih 
fund* for thii grand onterpriie, lold hit t/tUU. Their deaign mu, in con- 
junction with two other diTinei, who had recently left the eilabliahed church of 
Scotland, and becomo Independent miniaten, to preach the goipel to the notirei 
of India, and likewiw to form a aeminary for the initruction of fellow-labouren 
in the ume field. The ntuaei of the two ottier miniatert who intended to join 
in thig, peihapi the nobleet enterprJie ot Chrii^an philanthropy of which our 
age can boatt, and which will erer reflect a lustre on the church with whidi it 
origlaated, wen the Ber. Greville Ewing of Glaigow, and the Her. W. Innea of 
Edinburgh, But the dengn waa fturtinted by the jealousy of the East India 
Company, who nfiued their aanction to the undertskjng — a moat fortunate cir- 
cumtance, a» it afterward* appeared, in aa far ai the mittioaaries were indivi- 
dually concerned ; for a mauaoe of Europeans look place at the exact spot 
where it was intended the mission should bare been eitabliihed, and from which 
theM Christian labouren could scarcely have hoped to escape. In 1815, Mr 
Bogue reeeired the diplcana of Z>octor of Dirinity, from the Senatas acodemicu* 
of Vale college. North America, but such was the modesty of his dioracter that 
he alvsys bore this honour meeldy and unwillingly. 

Hi* zeal for the cauee of minions, to wtiidi he consecrated his life, continued 
to the last : he may truly be Hud to han died in the caus& He annually made 
tours in diflbrent paiU at the country in behalf of the Missionary Society ; and 
it was on a journey of this kind, in which he bod been requested to aaiist at a 
meeting of the Sussex Auxiliary Society, that he look ill at the houae of the 
Rer. Mr Goulty of Brighton, and, in spite of the best medical adrice, departed this 
life in the morning of the 85th of October, 1635, afUr a short illness. The 
effect of this event upon the various churches and religious bodies with which 
Dr B<^ue was connected, was great : no sooner did the intelligence reach Lon- 
don, than an extraoidinary meeting of the Missionary Society was called, (Octo- 
ber 26,) in which reeolutioos were passed eipressire of id sense of the bereaie- 
ment, and of the benefits which the deceased had conferred upon the society, by 
the active part he had taken in its projection and establishment, and subsequently 
"by his prayers, his writings, his example, his journeys, and, above all, by hij 
direction and superintendence of the missionary seminary at GosporL'* 

Tie only woriiB of any extent for whidi we are indebted to the pen of Dr 
Bogoe, are, " An Enay on the Divine Authority of the Htjr TeitanienL" " Dis- 
couisas on the Millennium,'* and a "History of Kssenten," which he undertone 
in conjunction with his pupil and fMend Dr Bennet. The first of these he 
commenced at the request of the London Missionary Society, with the purpose of 
it* being appended to an edition of theNewTetfament, which the sodety intended 
ta circulate extensively in France. In consideration of the wide diUbdon of infide- 
lity In that country, ha wisely directed hi* attention to tfae evidence required by 
this dass of individuals — addressing them always in the language of kindneea and 
persuasion, " oonrinoed," as he charBcteiisticoUy remsiks, "that the wrath of 
man wn^eth not the righteousnen of God," — and if usofulneai be taken a* a 
le«t of excellence, this woric is to in a very high degree. No work of a religious 
dioracter, if we except perhaps the Pilgrim's Progress, hoi been so popular and 
io widely drculated; it has been translated into the Prendi, Italian, German, 
and Spanish languagea, and has been widely circulated on the continent of 
Europe, whei«, undw the divine blessing, it has been eminently useful In 
France, in particular, and on the distant shores of America, its influence ha* been 
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felt in lb« coovindng and conierting of msny to llw cauw of ChruL It la, ia> 
dmd, Uifl mMt uwfiil of »11 bii woik*. Ths diicounei od the millsnniiira to* 
•otirelf practical aad derotional, and thoii|^ they want tbe gtraining for af&ct, 
and the ingenioui speculation! nith which KKne hartt clothed [hit tubject, anil 
l^ined for IhenuelTM an aphtmual popularity — for to all nxJi tridiery Dt 
Bogus had a thorough aTenion — Uiey will be found rtrikjiigly to display the en- 
larged viem and flerling good Mnie of their renenbie author. 

UOSTON, TaoHia, an emiDent doctrinal nriter, wai bom in tbe town of 
Dunn, March 7th, 1G76, and receired the rudiment* of his educntion at hii 

Its town, fint under a woman ubo kept a ichool in hii father's houie, and 
afterirarda under Mr Jama* BullerwlU, who taught what b called the grammar 
KhooL Hit father was a nonconformist, and, being imprisoned for his recusancy, 
retained the subject of this memoir in prison along with him, for the sake ol 
company; vbich, natirilhstanding his youth, seems to have made a lasting im- 
pression on the memory of young BoMon. Whether the old man was brought at 
length to conform, we hare not been able to learn ; hut during bii early years, 
Mr Barton infinTna ua that he wat a regular attendant at church, " where ho 
heard IhoM of the episcopal way, that being then the national estabUsbment.'' 
He was then, as he inform* us, liring without God in the world, and uncon- 
oemed about the state of bis souL Toward the end of summer, 1G87, upon the 
coming out of king James's indulgence, bis father carried faim to a prasbyterisn 
meeting at Wbiliotne, where he heard die Her. Mr Henry Erskine, who, before 
the Restoration, was minister of Comliill, and father to the aft«rwardi celebrated 
Metsn Ralph and Ebenoier Erskine, It ws* through the ministrations of Ihit 
celebrated preadier, that Boston was fint brought to think seriously about Ibe 
state of his soul, being then going in the tnelAh year of his age. After this he 
ivent back no more to the church till the curates were expelled, with whom, it 
was the general report of tbe country, no one remained after he became serious 
and in earnest about tbe SBlration of his souL — While at the grammar school, 
lie formed an intimacy with two boys, Thomas Trotter and Patrick Uillies, who 
regularly met with him, at stated times, in a chamber of his fathers house, for 
reading the Scripture*, religious conference, and social prayer, " whereby," he 
says, ■' they had some adrantage, both in point of knowledge and tenderness^" 
Mr Boston made a rapid progroM at the sdiool, and before he left it, whidi was 
ID the harrest of IGSy, had gone through all the books commonly taught in such 
leminariet, and had ersn begun the Greek, in which laoguage hs had rend part 
•f J<An« gospel, Luke, and the Acts <^ the apostles, though he wa« then but in 
fais fourteenth year. After learing the grammar school, two yean elapsed before 
he proceeded farther in hit studies, his father being doubtful if he was able to 
defray the expense. This led to lereral attempts at getting him into a gra>. 
tuitous course at the uniTenity, none of which had any success, In the mean 
time he was partly employed in the composing and transcribing law papen by a 
Hr Cockbura, a public notary, irom which be admits that he dn^red great 
benefit in after life. All his plana for a gratuitous academical coune baring 
failed, and his father haring reaolTed to strain erery nerre to carry him through the 
classes, he entered the university of Edinbuigli as a student of Greek, December 
Itt, 1Q91, and studied for tliree succettire sesaiont. He took out bis laureation 
in the summer of 169i, when his whole expenses for feet and maintenance, 
were found to amount to one hundred and twenty eight pounds, fifteen shillings 
and eight pence, Soots money, less than eleven pounds tterhng. That tame turn- 
mer he had the bursary of the presbytery of Dunse conferred on him at > 
itudent of theology, and in the month of January, 1695, entered the theological 
data in tbe college of Edinburgh, then taught by Mr George Campbell, *' ~ 
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van," aj» BodoD, " of great leaniing, but exceuifely modeit, underraluiits 
himieir, and mjch Taluing the tolerable pcrfonnanoei of hi* ibijeiili. Duriag 
thU MMiioii, Ilia ooly one Boiton appuBn to hare regularly attended in dirioity, 
be alio for a time atMnded the lUbraw cLui, taught by Mr Alexander Bute, but 
remark* that be found no particalar adTontage from it. After retiming froa 
the unirertity, Mr Boston had diHerent application* tnade to him, and made 
Ttiriout attempu to tetlle himself in a (diool, but with no good effect, and in the 
■pring of lGU6, he accepted of an inritation from Lady Menington to (uperin- 
tend tbe education of her grand-child, Andrew Fletcher of Aberlady, a boy of 
nine yean of age, whon &ther baring died young hi* mother wai married again 
to lieutenant-colonel Bruce of Kennet, in Claekmannanthire. Thit be wia tbe 
rather induced to undertake, becauae the boy being in Edinbur^ at the Ili|^ 
School, it gare hii preceptor tbe power of waiting upon the dinnity lecture* in 
the college. In len than a month, faowerer, hi* pupil wa* taken home lo Ken- 
net, whither Bo*toii accumpanied him, and nerer had another opportunity of 
attending the college. In Ihii utuation Mr Boston continued for about a year, 
and during that period wa* prewed, once and again, by the united preibyteriei of 
Stilling and Dumblana, to lake licenie as a preacher, which, for rea*on» not very 
obnou*, be declined. In the month of Man^, IGQT, he returned lo Dun«e, and 
by hi* friend Mr Golden, miniiter of that place, was induced to enter apmi triaJ* 
for liuenae before the united pretbylcrie* of Dun*e and Chumiide, by whidi he 
wa* Ucenaed ai a probationer in the Scottiih churdi, June 15th, IG9T. In this 
charailer Mr BoetoQ officiated, a* oppoitunity oHered, for two year* and three 
inonlhs, portly within the bound* of hi* native prediytery, and partly within the 
bound* of the preabytery of Stiriiog, It wa* lirA propoaed by hi* friend* of the 
pre*bytery of Uunie to lettle him in the panih of Foulden, the episcopal incum- 
bent of which wa* recently dead, and, on the Gnt day he ot&ciated there, be gave 
a remarkably decisire proof of the firmnes* of hi* principk*; The episcopal 
preoentor was, under the protection of tbe great men of the parish, still con- 
tinued, Boston had no freedom to employ him without suitable acknowledge- 
luenti, which, not being clothed with the ministerial character, he could not 
take. On the m<Mning, Hiereibre, of the first Sabbath, he told this ofiidal, that 
he would conduct the paalmody himaelT, which accordingly he did, and tliete wa* 
nothing said about it. In the parish of Foulden, howcTer, he could not be 
•ettted without the ooucunence of Lord Rom, who lud had a great hand in the 
euormou* oppretiion* of the preceding period. A pencnal qiplication on tbe 
part of the candidate wa* re<|uired by hi* hrdihip, and the preihytery were ur- 
l^ut with Boeton to make it, but to thi* he could not bring bis mind, so tbe pro- 
ject came to nothing. He wis next ^opoaed for the parish of Abbey ; but this 
•dteme al*o wa* frustrated through the deceitfulne** of the principal heritor, who 
wa* a niini*(«r himaelA and found mean* lo secure the other heritor*, through 
whole influence he was inducted by the presbytery to the liring, though tbe 
poriihionen were reclaiming, and charging the presbytery with the blood of Ibelr 
•ouli, if they went on with the *ettleraent. " Thi*,« remark* Boston, " wai tbe 
ungoipel-like way of lettling, that enn then prevailed in the ease of planting of 
churches, a way which I ever abhoited." After these disappointments, Mr Boe- 
ton removed to his former utuation in Qockmannansfaire, nbere he remained for 
a twelvemonth, and in that time was proposed for Camock, for Cladtmannan, 
•ind for Dollar,' aU of whldi propceols wen fruitless, and he relumed to Dunse in 
the month of May, 1(199. 

Mr Boston had no sooner relumed to hi* native place, tlian he was proposed 
by his friend Mr Cotden tot the pariah of Simprin, where, after a gieat deal of 
hesiloUon on his port, and some liUle diicanery on the part of the preabytery 
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and tlie people, he wm ordainad miniiter, September 91, 1099. In Simprin 
be continued comdentiiKa}; perfanning tin duties of hii calling till die j^m 
1707, whtn, by ■jrnodical anllKaity, he mm trantperted to Ettrick, Hii intro- 
diKtion to bit new diar^ took plwe on tbe Irt of Miy that year, the T«ry day 
when the union between Scotland and Eng^d tocrii effect; on whidi ac- 
count be remark* that he had frequent oecaaion to remendter it, the (pirilt of 
the people of EltridE being- imbitteied en that erent againit the minitten of 
the (hunji, whidi wm an occanon of mudi bearineM to him, though he had norer 
been for the union, bat Blw*yt againit it from the reiy beginning. Simprin, 
now tinilad to the pariib of Swinton. both of wfalcfa make a T«ry anall paridi, 
contaioed only a few fianiliea, to wboee improvement be wai able greatly to con- 
tribute with comparatiTsly little exertion, and Ae whole population wem to haio 
been wannly attadied to him, Ettridi, on the rontrary, ia a paridi extending 
nearly ten mile* In erery diiectiiMi, and required much labour to bring the 
people together in public, or to come in contact with them at their own houae. 
Senral of (hem, too, were todety men or old dinenlen, who had nerer joined 
the Berolution church from what they nippoaed to be radical defect* in her cob* 
rtitution, a* well a* from much that had all along been offiinnTe in ber general 
adminiiliBtioD. Of her oontfitution, peifaap*, Mr BoftiHi waa not the warmeet 
adminr, for be ha* toM u* in bit memoirB, that, aAer harii^ (tadied the aobject 
of baption, he bad little fmtdneM for nstienal dmrdtea, atarictly and properiy m 
called, and of many part* of her admlniriratian be haa again and again expnaeed 
decided diMpprobation ; but he had an undefined horror at aeparation, oonuntm 
to the greater part of tlte prediyterian* of that and the preceding generatioD, 
which led hbn to regard almoet enry other eccleaiaatical eril aa trifling. Of 
coune, he waa ihocked beyond meaanre with the conduct of a few of Ae famille* 
of Ettrick, who dioie to adhere to Mr John Macmillan, or Mr John Hepbom, 
and hai left on record account* o( aome interriewa with them, ifaorily aAer enter- 
ing upon tua diarge, which, we have no hesitation in aaying, l>ring not only hli 
candour, but hi* reradty, rery tUttaglf into queation. He waa, howerer, a con- 
•cientiou* and diligent student, and had already made great jwogr eo in the 
knowledge of the doctrine of grace, whidi leeniB to hare been but imperfectly 
undetatood by many very respectable men of that period. In thia he was gnatly 
forwarded by a UttJe bock, "The Harrow <rf Modem Dirinity," wtndi be found 
by accident in the house of one of bis pariahioneri in Simprin, and wtiich bad 
been brought from England by a penon who hod been a soldier there in the 
tioM of (be dril war*. Of ihi* bo6k be lays, " I found it to come chwe to the 
point* I wa* in quest of; and showed the connrtency of those whid) I could not 
reconcile before, so dmt I rejdced in it as a light whidi the Lord had seasonably 
struck up to me In my darkne**." The works of Jerome Zanchriut, Luther on 
(ha Oalatlatis, and Beza's Confemion of Faith, iriiiiA he aeems to hara Ulen in 
with at the some period, (that is, while he was yet in Simprin, about the year 
1700,) also contributed greatly to the same end, and seem* to hare given a cast 
of dngularity to bis sermons, which was highly relished, and which rendered 
them aingularly useful in promoting the growth of bitb and holioen among hia 
hearen. In 1703, he took the oath of all^iance to queen Anne, the sense of 
wluch, he n.jM, he endearonred to keep on hi* heart, but never aAer took an- 
other oath, whether of a public or private nature. He vias a member of the 
first general aaembly held under that queen in the month of Match, 1703, of 
whic}), as the person that was supposed to be most acceptable to the commissioner, 
the earl of Sealield, Mr George Meldrum waa diosen raoderslor. The dedar>- 
tion of the intrinuc power of the cfaurdi was the great object of the more faitb- 
fid part of her minister* at this time; but they were told by the leading party. 
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that tbej Blraady pouaHed it, and that to make an act anertiiig what thay po*- 
iwicd, wa* ooly to mate time. While thi* reiy BMembly, bowerer, waa in 
the midit of a diacuaiioa upon an oreHore fmr preTentiog the matna;^ of Pro> 
teitanta with papiMa, the comnutdoner, riling from hii aaat, divolred the anem- 
bly in her majerty^ name. '* Thia baring come," Boatwi remaric^ " like a clap of 
thunder, there were from all comen of the bouae proteatationa offered againit it, 
and for ■■erting the inbrinalc power of the churdi, with whidt," he add^ " I 
joined In : but the moderator, otherwiae a moat grare and oompoied man, being in 
aa much confiiuon aa a achoolbo]' when beaten, ckned with prayer, and got away 
together widi the deck, ao that nothing wai then got maiked. Thia waa one of 
the beavieit day*," he continues, " that ever 1 nw, bdioldiiig' a Tain man tramp- 
ling under the piiTilegea of Cbriifa bouie, and otheia crooching under the bur- 
den ; and I ooutd not but obaerre how Fnmdence rebuked their ihiftiiig the 
act to aMert aa abon laid, and baffl|^ their deugn in the didce of the modera- 
tor, neT«r a moderator ainoe the rerolotiDn to thia day, lo far aa I can gueaa, 
harlng been lo ill-tieated by a comminioner.n lliii reflection in hi* prirate 
joumd, howerer, with the exception of an inefficient apeedi in hi* owo aynod, ap- 
pear* to l>e all that eror Boaton undertook for the Tindicatfonof hiadiurchon this 
occaaion. It doei not indeed appear that hia feeling* on thia lubject were oil] 
ttnmgta dirtinct,Ba wefindhimat Ettrick, inthe month of January, 1708, declar* 
ing that he had no wvuple in otMerring a faat appointed by the court, though ho 
thoogfat it a griarance that aroae from the union, and the taking away of the 
piiTy coundL On thii occaaion he aduiowledgea that many of hii beareri broke 
off and left him, tereral of whom nerer returned, but he juatifiei himielf from 
the temper of the people, who, had he yielded to them in thia, would haTe dio- 
taled to him ever afterwards Thia *anie year he wu again a member of the 
General AaMmbly, where application waa made by peraona liable to hare i ~ 
abjuration oath imposed upon them for an act declaring the judgment of tiM 
Anembly i«gaiding iL The Aaaembly refused to do any thing in thia matter; 
whid) waa r^reUed by Mr Boattm, and he atatea it a* a juat retribution whidi 
brought it to niiniiten> own doon in 1713, only four years aflerwarda. On 
thia occasion bIbd he waa in the Aasemhly, hut whether as a spectator w a men^ 
ber he does not aay. The lawfiihiMa of flie oath was in this Assembly keenly 
disputed, and Boston &iled not to obaerre that die prindplea on which the 
anawera to the objections were founded were of auch latitude, that by them any 
oath niight be made paisable. They vera indeed neither more nor len than 
the awearer imposing his own sense upon the words employed, which renden an 
oath altogether nugattry. In thia manner did Prindp^ Cantsirs awear it before 
the juaticM in Ediubui^, to the great amusement of the Jacobite*, and being 
dear for it, he, in the asaembly, by hia Angular policy, smoothed down all 
atperities, and prerented those who had not the same capadty of conadence 
from coming to any thing like a rupture with their btethreo, for which cause, 
saya Boston, 1 didalway«thereaA«rhonourhiminmy heart] Boston, nererthelesB, 
abhwred the oath, and could not bring his mind to take it, but determined to 
keep hi* station in the church, till thrust out ot it by the dril authoritieai He 
made orer to his eldect son a house in Dunse, which he had inherited from hia 
father, and made an asdgnation of aU hi* other good* to hi* aerrant, Jcdm Cur- 
rie, m> that, when the law took eflert, be might elude tlie penalty of Sre hundred 
pounds sterling, that waa attadied to the neglect or the ref^tsal to take the oath 
within a presoibed period. The memory of the late persecuting reign* waa, 
howerer, atill fresh, and no one appeared willing to incur the odinn of imita^ 
ing them; and, so far as we know, the penalty waa nerer in one single Instano* 



.y Google 



274 THOUAS BOSTOH. 

exMteiL Tba (ubject of thU meinoir, at hart, wm uerar bniagtit to any nal 
(rouble ra^wcting iL 

Amid all Mr Bcrton'i aUantioa to putilic affun b* wu Rill s meat Ailigent 
miaittor; and initaad orraUxing any thing of hii Isboun aiiiM karinirSlmp- 
rin. bad gMftUy iovaaMd them by a habit he had fallen into of miting ttut hit 
■eimODi in full, which in tha oarlisr part of hia miniatry be acaroely erer did. 
Thii prepared ttm way for ibe publication of hii lemoDa from the piem, by 
wliidi they hate been made exlenairely uaafuL The fint luggeitioii of thia kim' 
■eema to han come &om hk friend Dr Trolter, to ufaom he paid a nait at Dimw, 
ailer awiitiny at the BamuDeiit at Kelao, in the Month of Octidwr, 1711 ; on 
wiuch oocaiion the notea of ibe lenDoni b« had pi«adi«d on the itate <4 msB 
were left with the Doctw for his peraaal, and they formod the foundation of that 
■dmird>Io mnfc. the Fourfold Slate, which kb* prepared for pubLcation before 
tbe tumnet of IT 14, but wai laid aude forjbar of the Pretender coming in aad 
rendering the aala impowble. In tbe month of Auguit, tbe aame year, ha 
preadted bia action aarmon fn»n Hoaea ii, LO ; wbkfa met with ao much aceep- 
taooe, that he wai lequeitad for a copy with a view t« publication. Thii be 
complied with, and in the oourea of the following winter, it waa printed under 
the title of th* Rvtrlaalmg EtpoutaU, and met with a lery good reception, 
Iwelre hundred copiea being aold in a ihoit time, wbidi pared the way for the 
publicaLon of the Fourfold Stal«, and wai a maani of uiging him forward in tbe 
moat important of all hii public appearanoa*, that In defence of tlie Marrow oi 
Modem Dirinity. 

I>uiing the inunrection of 1715, be wai troubled not a little with Iha want 
of military ardour among biapariibionenof Ettrick, and, in the year 1717, with 
an attempt to hare him altogether agaiiut hia inclination tranaported to the patiab 
of Cloaebuni, in Dumfriei^hire^ In the meantime, tha Fourfold State had been 
again and again tranacrilied, and had bean rented by Mr John Flint at Edin- 
burgh; and, in 1718, bii friendi, Miimh Simion, Gabriel Wilion, and Henry 
Daridaon, offered to aidranoe money to defray the axpenia of iti publicatioik 
Tbe MS., boweter, waa aent at hut to Mr Robert Wjgbtman, treaaurer to tha 
dty of Edinburgh, who ultimately became the pie&oer and tbe publisher of the 
book, witll many of hii own estendatjoiis, in conaeqnenoe of wfaidi there waa 
a neceanty for cancelling a number of ibeela and repriuting them, before the 
author could allow it to come to the public; nor wai it thoroughly purged till 
It came to a aecond edition. Tbe Rnt came out in 1790, 

The oath of abjuration, altered, in a imall degna, at the petition of the greater 
port of tbe preabyterion nonjuron, ws« again impoied upon miniitera in the 
year L719, when ^e matt of llie minliten took it, to tbe great grief of ouiny of 
thair people, and to the additional perMCution of the few who lUU wanted fraa- 
dom to take it, of which ninnber Mr Botton tfill conUnued to he wie. Mr Boi- 
lon waa at thii time employed by tbe aynod to examine lome oterturai from the 
■Membly regnrding diicipline ; and haring been, from bis antrance on the miti' 
Istry, dissatisfied with tha nurnner of admitling to the Lordi table, and planting 
meant churchei, be set bimaelf to bare these matters rectified, by remarks upon, 
and enlargements of tb«M customt. The lynod did not, howeier, even so mui'h 
as call for them, and, though they were by the presbytery laid before the com- 
mimion, they were nerer taken into coniideration, " And 1 apprehend," says 
Boston, ''that tha malady will be incurable till the present constitution be no. 
lentlf IhTonTi down.'' Though the jadicaluns ware thus careless of any im. 
proTement In discipline, they were not law so with regard to doctrine. TIm 
Anembly, in 1717, had dismissed ^t>ftsaor Simson without censure, thoi^ be 
had gone far into the reboot «f error ; sad they ctrndeuuied the iriiela presby- 
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leiy of Audrtenrder, fur draying that aaj pi»«eqidntfl qitiilificitlop wm necMMry 
on Om partof the liiuur tbr comiugf to QirU; and tbit year, I7t9, ibey, at dM 
butigBlion of Principal Haddow of St Andrsin, cominenced a pmweutioD agaiait 
Ur Jamai Hog of Caniack,'wlio had publiilied an edilion of the Hairow, Alex- 
ander HamiboD ininicter of Antli, Jame* firiibane miniitor at Stirling, and Joha 
Warden mioiiterat Gargiinnodi, whohad sdracal«d ill prindplM: which ended 
•a an act of tlte Gieneml Aawmblj', forbidding all under their inipedirai in tiaw 
eoming to teach or preach any wch doctrinea. Tbia set of Aaaembiy waa by 
Boston and hi* friendi brought before the preabytery of Selkirk, who laid it 
befbie the lynod of SHene and Terioldale. Nothing to any purpoae waa done 
in ttM lynod ; but the publicity of the proceedingi led to > coireipondence with 
Hr Jamet Hog, Mr Ralph EMuoe, and othen, by whom a reprewiUation and peti- 
tion wai giren into the AtMmbly, 1731. Thi* repreMQtatioii, howerer, wae 
referred to the conuniMioiL When called before the connniKOn, on Thiniday, 
May 18, Mr Hog not, being ready, and Mr Bonar of Toi^dien gone borne, 
Mr Boiton bad the honour of appearing fir«t in that cauecb On that day tliey 
were borne down by unirernl clamour. Next day, howerer, Prindpal Had> 
dow waa hardly puibed in argument by Mr Beaton, sod Ixigftn of Culcmia wat 
oon^letely illenced by Mr Wiliianuon of Inrereak. Tbe conuninion then gare 
out to the twelre reprMentiog br^ren twelve tperiei, to which they wen 
required to return anawen againit the raonth of March next. Theee anawen, 
luminoui and brief beyond any thing of the kind in our language, were begun 
by Hr Ebenezer l^nkine, but greatly extended and improved by Mr Gabriel 
Wibon of HaxloiL For petuming thua to queatioa the acta of Anembly, the 
wJiole numbw w«i» admoniabed and rebuked. Againit tbia lentence they gara 
in a protoatation, on which they took initiumenla in due form ; bat it woa not 
allowed to be read. In the meaatima, Mr Boaton prepand an edition of the 
Marrow, illualiated by copioua notea, wliidi wai pobliabed in 1736, and haa 
erer tinoe been well known to die mligioui public. The Aaaembiy, adiaioed, 
after all, of the act complaitied of, reknodelled it in *nch a way at to abate (ome' 
what it! groiinev, tSough, in the proces, it loit little of its renom. 

Following out hia plan of iUuitratiog gospel tnnh, Boaton preached to bii peo> 
pie a Goune of Mimon* on the coTeoanta of worica and of grace, whidi bare long 
beeu in the handa of the public, and duly prind by judidoui readeri. Hii laat 
appearance in the General Anetnbly waa in the year 1TS9, in the caaa of Fro- 
feiaor Simaon, where be dinented from the aentence of the Aneubly aa being no 
juat teatimony of the diurdi>i indignation againit the diihonotn- done by the said 
Mr Simaon to our gloriou* Redeemer, the tireat God and our Saviour, nor agree- 
able to the rule of Godv word in audi eaaea, nor a fit meana to bring the laid 
Mr Simion hinuelf to repentance, of which, he added, he had yet giien no evi- 
dence. Tbia djteent, however, for the take of the peace of the chinA, which 
aome laid it might endanger, he did not iniiit to have recorded on the A«embIy>B 
booba. Hii laat public work waa a letter to the preibytery, which met at Sel- 
kirk, May S, IT33, reipecting the overture for lettling vacant pariihe*; which 
breathe* all the ardour and piety at his more early productions, and in nhicb be 
deprecates the turning of tluit overture into a rtanding law, aa what cannot fail 
to be the ruin of the diurcfa, and lie prays that his letter may be recorded aa a 
teatimony against iL Hit health bad been for a number of year* declining ; he 
was now greatly emadated ; and he died on the twentieth of Hay, 17S9, in the 
Cfly-sixth yesr of his age. Mr Boston waa married shortly afler his settlement 
at Simprin to Katharine Brown, a woithy pious woman, by whom he had ten 
children, four of whom only turvived him. Thomas, the youngest, was ordained 
to the paitoial csre of the paiidi of Oxnam; but removing thence to Jedburgh 
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iritbout B praMntation from the pibwi, or the lean of hit piobytuy, bwsiBa 
MM of the fotbfn of the Belief church. Of Ote fnctunei of hit other childno 
we baTB not been inJbnned. Of the chaiveter of Bortoo thwe can be but one 
opinion. Ardent and pioiw, hii whole life wai deroted to the promoting of the 
glorj of God and the beat intereit* of hia felloH^^nen. A« an author, thot^ he - 
haibeen lowered by the publication (tf too nuuijr poethumoui woriu, be muat 
jm be admitted to Maud in the fint claia. Eren the moat incwrecl of hia piecee 
betrajr the maika of a highly original and powerftil inisd, and bii Fouifiiid 
State of Han cannot Ail to be nod and admired ao long at the faith of 
the goapel ooDtinne* to be taivfat and leaned in the language in wliidi it ia 

BOBWQX, Jum, the mend aud biographer of Dr SamuelJohiwoa, wai bcrn 
at Edinbuiffa, October 89, 1740. 

The Boawella, or Boarillea, are aoppoaed to have "cone in with the CaD> 
qneror," and to hare migrated to Scotland in the reign oi Darid L [liaVfiS}. 
The fint man of the family, aaoeitained by genealogiata, waa Robert Boaerille, 
who 6gm«d at the court of William the Lion, and became proprietor of eoma 
landt In Benrickihire. Boger da Bcewell, nxth in deaoent bma tbi* peiaon, 
lired in the reign at Darid IL, and aoquired landt in Fife. Hit deaoendant, 
Sir John Boawell, who flouridMd in the end oi the fouiteenlfa or banning of 
the fifteenth century, acquired the lauda of Balmuto in Fife, whidi waa aftor- 
warda the principal title of the family. Darid Botwell of Bshnuto, the eloTenth 
repreaentati^e of the family In (ucoeaiion, had, beaidea hit beir, Alexander, who 
auoceeded to the family ettatet, a aou named Tliomat, who benme a aerrant of 
Jamea IV., and waa gifted by that monatdi with Ae landt of AudiiDleck, in 
Aynhiie, which were then in the crown by recognition.' The durten, one of 
whidi ii dated in 1604, the other in ISOB, bear that the landa were granted, 
" pro bono et gratuito aerritio nobb per dilectum noetrum &miliarem Hiomam 
Botwell impenaia,"— and " pro bono aerritio, et pro tingulaH farore quem erga 
ipaum Tfaomani gerimui." The landa of Aucfainleck had preriDualy. belongod to 
a family of the aame name. Thomaa Boawell, firtt of Audiinleck, married a 
dau^ter of Sir Hugh Campbell of Loudoun ; and fell braToly fighting with hia 
nuiater at Flodden. The ettimation and quality of bit deacendania may be 
exemplified by the dignity of the AmiUet Into wbich tbey married in luocewon. 
The following are the fadien of their reapectire bridea: — Jamea Eari ot Amn, 

> Mr BcAin'a 

Scotland. The adkor of th . , . 

paaa amsng tlis boft at a town not far from EOJIck — " who wai th< beat, and who 
the wont man that cnr llTed?'' — their mlndi irldentlf reflsctlnf onlf upon modern 
tllBM. The uuwer to the fini query gsTe, ■* Mr Botton, the mlniitar of EUriek :" tha 
■HirW aun, 1 regret to at]', wm tha Eari of March, Ikth^ of the lait Uoke of Quoanabany, 
wtioea bma, it mar be Kueaaed, waa purely locaL 



In Leith to the wife of the klngla iuida, and l« t£e boy i 

bid Aanut, It tha ft)Uowln() ' Item, for twt bidia to pb juaeii u laomai joonwi ana 

y/ttxa Tniinhull, agane the Baid of Eakdala, [an expediiioD ag^iM tha border tUtvai,] 



bdlla 



ae>." On tba lit of January, IfiM-O, " Itaio, to Thomaa iiatwBll and Pale Slnclali 
by thtim daaniing geir, SSi." Under December Sli^UOS, * llem, to SO doauie of be . 
fir danaaiia, dalrrarit Id nomai BoHnett, 4L IOm." Mr Fltcalrnas tnm wboae valuable 
"Collecdon of Criminid Trf ak " theia eitiactt are made, (semi to thluk that Thomu Boa- 
well wu ■ mnutrti to King Janiaa: Itb perbapi u probable that he waa chief of the royal 
tnin of Junaa. If inch be really waa, and if tba biographer of Jobnaon had been aware at 
tha (Kt| ha would hare paibapa oonaldared it a reaaon lor modenllng ■ Ultle hli family 

C'de— though WBoanalnlr muni oonfia that thero !■ not altogatber wanting aome analogy 
wean tha profoalona of I^id Tbomaa and Laird Jamea. 



„Google 



UWSS BOSVELL. 277 

who married tha Prinoev Muy, daughter of king Jaidm JL, and maancMtiu 
of tha Hamilton family ; Sit Robert DsImU of Glenao, anoMtor of dw Eaila (^ 
Caintnth [Ibe tame gentlenun had for hii lecond wife, * daughter of Lord 
Ochiltree ;} Cranford of Kane ; Sir John WaUaoe of Cainihill [Sod wife, a 
daughter of Sir Ardubald Stewart of Bladchall]; Cunningham of Glengamock ; 
Hamilton of Dabell ; Earl of Kincardiiie ; Colonel Jtba &il[itie, grandtoa of 
Ibe loi4 treanirer Eari of Mar. 

JamM BoeiraU waa the eldeat wn of Aloxander Boairell of Auchinlei^, and 
of Euphemia Enkine^' IIm fiuher ma an adroeat« in good piactica at the Scoi> 
ttib bar; who naa, In 17S4, elerated ta the bendi, taldng, oa that occuioa, the 
daiJgnation of Lord Auchinleck. Jamai Boawell, &tber of laid Auchiuleck, 
had alao been a Scottiih bairiator, and, ai we leazn from LuTd Kamea, one 
of the beat of hia time ; hia wife waa a daughter of Alexander firuce, aecoiid 
Earl ot Kincardine, wfaoae mother wa« Vercmica, a dai^ler of the noble bouae 
of SoDunelidyk in Hdland. For an account oi Auchiuleck, refetenoe may be 
made to Johnaoni Journey to the Weflom laUndu ' 

The father of the biogiapber was a ttem and rigid preibyterian, and a leal- 
oua (upporCer of the Houae of Hanorer : young Boawell, on the contrary, from 
bi( eariieit yean, ihovred a diapoeition btourable to the high chundi and the 
bmily of StuarL Dr Johnaan uaed lo tell the following atory of hia biographer'i 
eariy yean, iriiich Boawell baa confeaaed to be literally tiua, " In 1745, Boa- 
well waa a fine boy, wore a whit« cockade, and pnyed for King Jamea, till one 
of hia unclea (Genial Cochran) garebim a ihilling, on condition tltat he would 
pray for King George, which he accordingly did." " So you aee," adds Boa- 
well, who bai himself fntami the anecdote, " vthigt of all aget are made in 

He receiied the mdimeuta of hia education at the ichool of Mr Jamea Mnn- 
dell, in Edinburgh, a teodier of owitidarable reptrfation, who gate elemental 
inatrucdon to many diatinguiahed man. Ha aiierwardt went through a complete 
academical courte at the college of Edinburgh, where he formed an intim,icy 
with Mr Temple of AUaideen in Northumberland, silerwardi ricor of St Gluriea 
in Cornwall, and known in literary hidory for a well-written character ot Gray, 
which haa been adopted bofii by Dr Johnaon and Maton in their memoir* of that 
poet. SLf Temple and aeTeral iriher young Engliah gentlemen were fellow-itu< 
denti of Boewell, and it ia auppoaed that hia intercoune with them waa the ori- 
ginal and principal ciuaa of that remaricabte predilection for En^iah aociely and 
manoeta, which diaracteriMd him through life. 

Boawell rery eariy b«^^ to ihow a taito for literary compodtion; in which 
be waa encouraged by Lord Somerrille, of whoae flattering kindncat he enr 
praterred a gratafid recollection. Hia litely and aodable diipoaition, and poa- 
aon for diatinguiihing himaelf aa a young man of part* and liracity, olao led 
him, at a rery early period of life, into the fociety of the adora in the thaati*, 
with one of iriiora, Mr Darid Boat, he maintained a fnendahip till the death ol 
that Indiri^ial, in 1791, when Boawell attended aa one of the moumeia at hia 
funeral. While itiU at collage. Lady Hourton, water of Lord Cathcart, put 
under hit care a comedy, entitlBd, " The Coquettaa, or the Gallant in the Clo- 
fet," with a itrict injunction that ita author ahould be cimcealed. Boawell 
exerted hia interest among the playert to get thia pieee brought out upon the 
■taga, and made himself further conipicuous by writing the prologue, which waa 
apoken by Mr Parxou. It waa condemned at the third performanoe, and not 
uiyuitly, for it waa found tobachiafly a bad tranilalionaf one of the woMplaya 
■ Heliad twobmtlien; John, a Usutananl in tha anny ; Dsnd, a mirchaut at VaJenda 
la Spain. 
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af Comailb. Sucli, hMniw, wu tin fideUtr of Botmll, that, though uoiTWuIljr 
beUsTed to b* tba muttiar, and comequootly Ui^faed M In the nuat usmeiciful 
r dinilgad tha noma of the fair writer, nor wai it knono till 



AAar •tndyiag ciTil law fyt mom tioM at Edinburgh, BiMwell irant for one 
winter to pimua tbaiaMa Mudy at Glaagow, wben b«, at the lame time, attcDd«d 
tiie locluiM of Dr Adam Smilh on moral philoaopby and tfaetoria H«r« be cou- 
tiouad, u M Edinbin^, ta adopt hit conpuioiu chiefly from the dam of Bag. 
lirii ftudesli attandiug the UDifanity ; one of whom, Mr Krancii Genllemin, on 
publiAing an aitorad edition of Southamf tragedy of Oroonoko, inicribed it to 
BoiiwU, in a poetical epiMla, which conclude* thua, in the penon of hii Muas : 
'Biit wbsrs, with baimt plauara, ilMaati find, 
Santa, laita, rallgfoo, and good natura jolnad, 
Than ghdly wfU ihs nim her fcable Tolce, 
Dot Iter to toll that Bwwill la her diplca." 
Inipirod, by leading and coprenation, with an almoM onlhuaiaitic notion of 
London life, 6«iaweU paid hii flnt Tiiit to that metropolii in 1760, and hit 
ardent ezpectationi wsra not diwppoinled. The aociety, amiwemento, and 
general Myle of life which he found in the modem Babylon, and to which he 
wai introduced by the pool Derrick, wen ndtedaxMlIy to hit taM« and tamper. 
He had alrendy girsn lome ipedmeni of a talent for writing ooeaiional euayi 
and poetical JeuK d'etprit, in periodical woika, and he therefore appeared before 
witi of the metropolLi a« entitled to WNne degree of attention. He wu 
chiefly indebted, howerer, for Ifaeir friendahip, to Alazandor, Ead of EglimliuiDe, 
one trf' the mort nmiable Mid acciNnpliihed noblemen trf' hi* time, who, being 
of the BBme county, and from hii earlieet yean acquainted with the Aniiiy 
of Aui^Dleck, intialed that young Boawoll diould hare an "l^artnient in bit 
hnuae, and introduced him, ai Boawell himaelf uted to aay, "into the circle 
of the great, the guy, and the ingenioua.*' Ltxi Egliatouae carried hi* young 
friend along with him to Newmaricet ; an adTentute which aeem* to have made 
a itrong impieeiion on BoawaUi imagination, ai he celebrated it in a poetu 
called " the Cub at Newmniket," whidi wai publiihed by Dodaley, in 17Cd, In 
ito. The cab waa himtelC ai appeen from the following extEBot : 
" Lord EgHntoune, who Ioio», ynii know, 
A little duh ot whim or », 
By chinca ■ curioui cub had got. 
On ScoiJa'i mounUlai newly eaughL" 
In tndi ternu waa Boawell content to ipeak of himaelf in print, eren at thii early 
period of life, and, what addi to the abaurdity of the nhole aDhir, be could not 
reit till he bad read " the Cub at Newmarket " in manuicHpt to Edivard Duke 
of York, and obtained permimion from hii royal higbnea to dedicate it to him. 
b wa* the wiih of Lord Auchinleck that hii ion ahould apply bimielf to the 
law, a pcofemion to which two generation! of the family bad now been doToted, 
and in which Lord Auchinleck thought that bii own eminent iltuaUon would be 
of odiantage to the lueceM of a third. Boiwell himself, though, in obedience 
to bii fathwi deaire, he had itudied ciril law at Uie coLeget of Edinburgh and 
(jilaagow, wai azcoediiigly unwilling to consign hiimelT to-the itudioui life of a 
bairiiter at Edinburgh, where at ihii time the general lone of iociety wni the 
rery rerene of bii own temperament, being (if we are to beliefe Froroit Creedi) 
cbamctnised by a degree of puritanical reaerre and decorum, not much temored 
from lite rigid obterrancet of the preceding century, ublle only a very onall 
circle of men of wit and faihion — an oaaii In the dreary waila — carried on a 
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clandaMine existence, under the two, m U wu«k of the red of the world. Bo»- 
nell bad ilready ratt hii eye* upon Ifae lituation of an offiuer in the foot-f[uanl«^ 
u calculateil to aSbrd llim that indulgsnco in London lociaty, whiidi he lo mucb 
detired, while it wsi, at the tame titae, not incompatible with bia praspecti u * 
Scottbb country gentlemnn. 

It wai with Mxne difficulty that hii father preTailed upon iiint to return to 
Scotland, and coiMult about the ch<M<w of a profeMon. The old judga aran 
took the trouble to put hii Km tlirougb a >^;uiar oouna of imtnction in the law, 
in the hope of impiring hint with an attachment to it But thou^ ho trat 
brought tile length of ttonding hi* triali ai a dTilioo before a commlltee of the 
Faculty, he could not be prerailed upon to enter bsaitily into bia &ther*i vievM, 

During port of the yaan 176 1 and ITG3, while confined to Edinbui|^, and 
to this partiuL and unwilling itudy of the Uw, be contriTed to oUenate the irii- 
■omenea of hii titiuUioa by cultimtiug the lociety of the illurtrioui men wIki now 
oaat a kind of glory over Scotlatid and ScotimeD. Eamei, BUir, BoberteoD, Hume^ 
And Ualrymple, thouj^ ffteotly hU tenion, were pleased Ui honour him with their 
Iriendthip ; more, peifanps, on account of bii worthy and dignified parent, than 
on hi* own. Ue olio amuud himielr at thii time in contributing jemx d'ttprit 
to " a Collection of Original Poema by Scottiih Gentlemen,'' of which two toIuium 
Here (ucceniTely publiihad by Alexander Dooaldioa, an enterpriaing boiricHller ; 
being an imitation of the " HiaoelUniea » of Dodday. Sereral of the piece* in 
thii collecUon were noticed rery fhrourahly in the Critical fienew; and die 
whole it now Taluabls ai a record of Scottiah miuneri at a paKiculajt era, Ba>- 
well'i piece* were diiUnguidked only by hii initials In one, he eh«ncteri*M 
hioNelf, laying, ttUtla btUt pattion, 

BonrdI do« womm adorg. 

And unsr onoe m«ana to d«c«lT« ; 
H«'i In Ion wltta at ImM half a aeer^ 
If they*!* anrladi, he laugh* In hi* )lM*e. 
With regard to a more prominent trait of hi* character, he adds — 

Bosnsll Ii modsit inDugh, 

HImieiriiiit;iu<« Pbiabiu h« thlnki, 

Hb hai all the bright fancy of youth, 
. With Dia Judgment of forty and fir* ; 
In thort to dsclorg the pUIn truth, 
Thire I* no better fellow allre ! 

At thi* tim*, he cultiraled a paiticuUr intimacy with the Hon. Andrew S^ 
kine, s yoni^r brother of the Muaical Ekrl of Kelly, and wte night be laid to 
poaatM wit by inheritance, hi* lather being Mnarkabk for thi* praperty, (tboi^ 
not for good aenieO while hi* mother wu the dai^ter of Dr PitoUma. Ete- 
kine and Bocwell were, in frirolity. Arcade* wnbo ; or rather then aeemed to be 
a contention betyrixt them, which ahould exhibit the greater ihare of that 
quality. A corr«*pondenM, in idtlch tlii* eonteet leeoM to be carried on, waa 
publirfied in 1763, and, a* then was no attempt to conoeal names, the two lel- 
tai^writen nuMt have been ragnrded, in that dull and decorous age, aa little beW 
ter than fiiola — fool* for writing in *udi a *trBin at all, but doubly fools tar 
laying Ifaeir folly in anch an unperidiable ihape before the worid 

At the end of the year, 1708, Boawell, still Fetainlng hie wUh to enter the 
goaidii repaired once more to Loadoo, to endesfoor to obtain a conmlsiioik 
Fttr lliil purpose he carried tecemmeadatioos to Charlea Duke of Queensberry— 
the aadable patron of Gay — who, he beliered, wa* able lo obtain for him what 
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b* wUied. Owing, howerer, ( ai U imdentood J to Hia backwardDeM of Lord 
AucUhImIc to tnfoTce hU daimt, hit paboiM put him off* from time to limB, till 
be mi again obliged to ntum to Scotland. At lengdi, in the tpnag of 1763, 
• comjtromife wai made between the fatber and bU ion, tbe Uuer agreeing to 
relinquiib hit brouriM pnject, and teeumo the itudy t)f tile ci*il law for one 
winter at Utredit, with die -riew of tddmately entering the legal profsKitm, on 
tbe oondition that, after the completion ef hi* itudiM, he ihould be pennitlcd to 
make what wh then called " the giand tour." 

Boiwell Mt out fn- thia purpow aariy in 1763 ; and, aecoc^ng to tho recol- 
lectiea of an ancient inhabitant of Gbigow, hii ^pesrance, in riding through 
that city, on bit way from Auchinledi, wai ai foUowi : — '' A codted hat, a brown 
wig, brown coat, mode in dM court faahion, red *eit, corduroy mall dodiea, and 
lo^ military-looking boot*. He wm on honetiack, with bii eerrant at a moit 
ariitocratic didanoe behind, and jneMnted a fine ipeoimen of die Scotliih coun- 
try gentleman of that day." — Edin. Ut, Jour. 11, 337. 

In Boawelli prerioui riait* to London, he had ueror had the good fortune to 
make the acgriaintnaee of Dr Samuel Johnaoo. He had now diat pleature. On 
Ae 16th of May, ai he himaelf take* care to Infonn ui, while litting in the back- 
ihop of Thomai DsTiee, the bockeeller, Na 8, Huiiell-itnet, Cerent Garden, 
Johnnn came in, and Boawell wai intooduced, by Dariea, ai a young gentlemjii 
" from Scotland." Owing to the antipathy of the 1ezicogni[di«r to that country, 
hia conTenation with B««well wa« not at fbit of w cordial a deacription a* at ^ 
to predicate the renuakable Iriandihip they afbnrardi formed. Botwell, how- 
erer, by the riracity of hi* oonToreadon, toon b^uUed the dodor of his preji^ 
dicea ; and their intimacy waa emfiimed by a riiit which he foon after paid to 
JohnwHi at hit apaitmenti in Ae Temple. During the few month) which Bot- 
well ipent in town before tatting out for Utiedit, be applied himtelf amidu- 
ontlf to cultiTtte thia frienAdiip, taking apartmenti in the Temple in onlar that 
he night be tba oflener in tha company of die gnat man. Bnn at thia early 
period, be began thatpraotioe <rf noting down die oonrenation of Johnaon, trtiich 
•rentually enabled hiM to oompoae wch a tplendid monument to their conunon 

He tat out for Utredit. in Angntt 17S3, and, after itadyiiig for the wiotei 
under the celebrated drilian Troti, proceeded, according to the compact with 
bii fathar, npon tbe tour of Europe. In coapany with the Earl Mariichal, 
whoae aoquaintanoe ha had fonned, be trarelled throuj^ Switaeriand and Ger- 
many, Tiiiting Voltairo at Feniey, and Roumoan in tba wUdt of Neufcbatel ; 
men whom bit regard for the principle! of religion might hare taugfat him to 
an>id, if hit itch (br the acquaintance of noted diarac to n — one of tbe meat 
remarkable fiuturaa of hit duratter — bad not forced him into their ptetenca. He 
aflerwardt croMad the Alpa, and ipent acme time in riiiting the prindpal dtiaa 
in Italy. Here ha formed an acquaintance with Lord Mountrtuait, dia eldest 
ton <rf the Earl al Bute ; to whom he aftarwsrdt dedicated hia law than* on 
being adnuttod to the bar. 

At Ihii time, the inhabitania of Uia vnall iiland of Condca were engaged in 
their fomout ttcuggla for liberty, againit tbe Ganoee^ and Fitquale da Paoli, 
tbdr heroic leader, waa, for the timo, one of the moat noted men in Europe. 
BoawvU, itnidc by an irrepreadbla coriodty r^arding thia peiaon, tailed (o Cor- 
tlca, In autumn 176S, and introduced himaelf to Paoli at hia palace, by meana 
of a latter from Rouneau. Ha wai received with much dittinction and Idndaess, 
and noted down a good deal of the rery itriking coarenatioo t^ the Coniaui 
diiefl After a reddence of tonw waeki in the iiland, during irtddi be made 
himtelf acquainted with all itt natural and moral faaturea, he returned through 
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iiVaiiw, and smrad in Loaioa, Fabinarj 17SS, bu joamey being hmtensd by 
iiiteUigW« of tb* death of bii mollier, Dr Joluuon Teoalnd him, u he paiaed 
through London, with lenewed kindnev mnd friendihip. 

Boswell now returned to Scollmnd, and, agpreubly to tfae treaty formed with 
Lord Aucbinleck, entei«d { July 36, 1766) aa a macnber of the f»calty of advo- 
catea. Hit tamper, howeier, wai Mill too rolatile for the rtudioni punuit of 
tba law, and he did not mako that [iiugiau in hit pro&Mion, «4iidi might hare 
been expected from the num«NMM ftdnuiti^iw with which he coBunenoed. The 
Douglai CHUBB wai at diii time pending, and BormU, who wat a warm partizan 
ef the young claimant, publidwd ^orenber 176T) a pamphlet, entitled, " The 
Ewenoe of the Douglat Caise," in aawer to one, entitled " Conddenttiona on 
the Douglaa Caun," in which a (trenuoDi eflbit had been made to prore the 
daimant an impottar. It ia Mid that Mr Beawetl'a exwtiona on thia oocadon 
were of material aerrice in exdiing a popular prapotMidon in faTOUr of the 
doubtful heir, Thia, bowmer, waa the moat remukable appearance made by Mi 
Bbawell, ai a lawyer, if it can be called lOt 

Hii Conican tour, and fiie friendahip of PaoU, had made a deep Impreirion 
on Botwelli mind. He eoneeired that he had teen and made himwlf acquainted 
with what had been aeon and iaMnm by few ; and he waa perpetually talking of 
the itlanden and their diiet Thia mania, whidi waa rather, peih^ia, to be at- 
tributed to hia tain derire of ihowing himielf olf ia connection with a aubject it 
popular taUc, than any appraoiation of the noble character of the Cotaican 
Mniggle, nt length obtain^i him the nidt-name of Paoli, or Paoti Bocim/I. 
Bewlring that ttw wnrid at large tbould participate in what he Icnew of Cotiica, 
he pubUfhed, in the qning «f 176S, bit aoeomt of that iiland, iriiicfa waa 
printed in Bro by the celebrated brothen, Foulia, at Olaagaw, and wai well re- 
ceiTed. The iketdiet of the Idand and it* inhabitanta, are lively and amuting ; 
and hii namoir of Faoli, irtiich ibllowa the aooount of the iiland, ia a ipinted 
nanstire of patriotic deeda and (uAhringa. The work waatranilated into tbe Oei^ 
nan, Dutch, Frandt, and Italian language*, and enry where infected ita readen 
with iti own enthuiiaitic feeling in behalf of the oppreMod iilandera. Dr Jtdin- 
BOn tiua ezpreawd hinaelf reguding it: — " Vour journal ia curious and delight- 
(tdj I know not wbetber I could name any narratire by wiiich ctirioaity ia 
better excited or better gratified." On 6tt other hand, Jobmon j<rined tlie 
reat of the wi^d in thinking tliat the autlior indulged too niudi penonally in 
hii enthuaiaim upon the subject, and adriaad bim, in a letter, dat»d Mmd 33, 
1768, to "empty hii bead of Cordco." Bcawell waa ao vain of hi* book, aa to 
pay a ritit to Lawdon, in the apring court Taaiti«>n, diiefly for the purpoae of 
leeking Dr Johnaon't approbation nwn at large. 

In the fbUowing winter, a patent waa obtained, for the firtt time, by Roa, 
the manager of the Edinburgh theatre; but, DerertheleM, a riolent oppoajiion 
waa itill maintained againrt thia public amuHmont by the mote rigid portion of 
the oitiien^ Ron, being anxioua to appeaaa hit enomiet, tolidted Boawell to 
write a prologue for tbe tuning of the houae, which rwqueat waa raadlly comp 
plied with. Tba Tenet were, ai L<vd Manafield characteriaed them, witty and 
condliating; and their ell^ being aided by fiienda properly placed in dilftr' 
ent parti of lb* houae, waa initantaneoua and moat triumptiant ; the tide of op- 
potition waa turned, the londeat p landila were g^ien, and Rob at once entered 
upon a lery proapennH career. 

In 1769, Boawell paid a riait to Ireland, wbera he tpent lix or leren weeki, 
chiefly at Dublin, and enjoyed the aodety of Lord Cbarlemont, Dr Leland, Mr 
Flood, Dr Hadbride, and other eminent penona of that kingdom, not forgetting 
the celebrated George Fahxwer, tbe friend of Swift and Cheaterfield. Vitoount, 
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■fWwuds Harquii Towndiend, m* then Lewd LiauteiuDt, and Ilia ooag«iiittlit;r 
«f tb«ir diipoaitioiu imiUd th«m in tba clowM friendjhip. He enjoysd a greM 
■draotaga in tb« union of oii« of hit ftnuU couudi to Mr Sibthorpe, of the 
county of Down, a gaotlsman of high iufltMOCe, who wai the meaiu of introduo- 
Ing hiin into much good locietjr. Another feiule «ouMn, MiH Hai-garat Mout- 
gomery, daughter of Mr Monlgoipery of Laimhaw, aocorapaniad him on the 
expedition; and net only added to hit latiifaction by her own delightfiil compa»y, 
but cauaed him to be receind with mudi kindneM by her ninoarous and napecta- 
ble reUtiooA Thi* jaunt waa the meani ot Donnwtinf Boawell from s raiolu- 
tiMt, wbkti he appOMt to bare formed, to lire a sngle lifo. Ha azpeiianced wi 
mudt pleaenre from the oonTemtioo of Mia Montgomery, that he wb« tempted 
to ieek her locietyforlife in a mattiinonial engagement Hehadrewdved,be«aid, 
iM*er to mairy — had alwayi proteried, at leait, that a larg« foatune would bo in- 
ditpwwablet He wai now, howerer, impreaeed with ao high an opinioa of her 
particular RMri^ that be would ware that coniideiatiwi allogethea, proiided ibe 
would wan hia bulb alao, and accept him for better for wone, Miu Montgomery, 
who WBi really an eligible match, being related to the noble family of Kglin- 
Iguna, while her father laid claim to the docmant peerage of Lyle, acceded le 
fail propotal with eonreaponding franlmeu; and it wai determined that Ihey 
diould be married at the end of Ihe year, after he ihould hare paid one partly 
Tiiit to London. 

Before thii riiit waa juid, Mr Boawell waa gratified in the higheit d^ree, by 
the airiral of General Faoli, who, baring been forced to abandon hia natire 
itland, in coniequenoe of die f^ndi inraiion, had taught that refuge on the 
ihonia of Britain, vrhidi baa nerer yet been refiued to the unfortunate of any 
country. In autumn, 1709, General Paoli riiited Scotland and Boawell; an 
account of hit progreat througfa the oountry, with BecHell in hit train, it given 
in the Scot* Magamne of the time. Both on thii oocaoion, and on Ul 
fubaequant riiit to Ijondon, Boiwell attended the exiled patriot with an cb- 
aaquioui fidelity, ariiing no doubt at much from tuM dedre of appearing in llie 
company of a noted character, oa from gratitude for former flnoun i^ a aimilar 
kind. Among other peraoua to whom he introduced hit Conicsn friend, wai Dr 
JohnaMi ; an entirely oppoiite being, in dettiny and character, but who, nerer- 
thetcH, waa at tome paint to oonrem with the unfortunate ttnuiger — Boawell 
acting aa interpreter. It would be ourioui to know in what light Faoli, vba 
MRS a high-minded man, beheld hia eccentric riceron^ 

During the time of hia riait to London, September, 17S9, tbe jubilee took 
place at Strntford, to celebrate tbe birth o( Siaktpeare. At nearly a1) tbe lite- 
rary, and DUUiy of tbe fathionable persona of the day were collected at tblt 
tolemnity, Boawell entered into it with a great deal of ipirit, and played, it ia 
•aid, many fimtaatic trickt, more luiled to a carniral icene on tbe continent, 
t^.n to a tober feetival in England. Topureue a cimtemporary account, "One of 
Ibe moat remarkable masks upon tliit occaiion was Jamei Boawell, Eaq. in the 
dreat of an armed Cot*ic«n chief. He entered the ampbilheaire about IS 
o'clock. He wore a short, dark-coloured coat of coarse doth, scarlet waist- 
coat and breeches, and blank apatlerdasbes ; his cap ot bonnet was of black 
tdolh ; oo the front of it was embroidered in gold letters, Fiva la liberlm ; and 
on one side of it was a handsome blue featlier and cockade, so that it had on 
elegant as well as a warlike appearance. On the breast of bis coat was sewed 
a Mow's head, tbe crest of Gonica, lurrouniled with branches of laurel. He 
bad also a cartridge-pouch, into which was stuck a stiletto, and on bit left side 
a pistol was hung upon tbe belt of his (-.artridge-pnuch. He hod a futee slung 
airott his shoulder, wort no poadtr in Alt hair I but bad it plaited at full 
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length, with ■ knot of blua ribbow at the end of iL He had, by way of ataff, 
a rery curioui nne all <tf one piece, with a bird finely corred upon it, emblema- 
tical of the iweet bard of Avon, Ha w<b« do ma«k ; laying, that it wai not pro- 
per for a gallant Conican. So loon at he came into the room, he drew uniroi^ 
■al attention. Ilie novolty of the Conican dren, iti becoming appearanoe, and 
tiM character of that biSTs nation, concurred to diitinguith the o^ned Conican 
chie£ He wai Srit accoated by Mn Ganick, with whom lie had a good deal ai 
convenatiDD. Mr Boawell danced both a minuet and a country danoe with a 
Tery pretty Iriih lady, Mrs Sheldon, wife to captain Sheldon of the 3Sth legi- 
■aent of foot, who wai dieMed in a genteel domino, and before die danced, threw 
off her mask." London Magaaint, Stpitmher, 17G9, where there )■ a p<Ktiait 
of the ntodem Xeiio[^n in thia itrange guise.' 

On the 35th of Norember, he waa married, at Laioihaw, in Ayrthiie, to Mia 
Montgomery,* and what is rather a remarkable circumitance, hii lather waa mar- 
ried on the lame day, at Edinburgh, to a lecond wife. With admirable lenie, 
aflbcdon, and generoaity of heart, the wife of Jamea Boawell poBosted no gmu- 
mon ihare of wit and pleaaaatry. One of her b<Mi mota ii i«oorded by her hna- 
band. Thinking that Johnion had too modi influence orer him, she tald, with 
■oma warmth, " I hare leen many a bear led by a man, but I never before taw a 
man led by a bear." Once, when Boawell waa mountad upon a hone lAidi he 
had brought pretty low by riding the eountry for an election, and waa boasting 
that he wai a hone of Mood, " I hope ao," laid ahe, drily, " for I am nire he haa 
ao^fieth." Her good-humoured huaband kept a collection of her good tilings, un- 
der the title of Uxoriana. Periiapa her beat property waa her diacretion ai a 
houaewife and a mother; a quality mud) needed on her aide of the houae, dnoe 
it waa 10 daflaent on that of her huaband. In a letter from Audiinledc, 93d 
Augurt, 1773, Dr Johnaon Ihua ipeaka of her; "Mn Boawell haa the mien and 
manner of a gentlewoman, and auch a penon and manner sa could not in any 
place be either admired or condemned. She is in a proper dt^rea inferior to 



lamnr, |9 kni 
19ucb preuoDisn aa Co Hue*, from Hnldaa becnMrtalnsd 
ao, Blmlng at distinction, ohould be kr 
r which he hod gained celebrity. Ha 
■hion, of which Sdi^ Africans Is an 

fJoJinBon bytha epithet Dictiohxit joawtof. 
It liB9 been already menlioned, that Bcnwell's courtahip took place, or at leut com 
It help ihinking that Iba following compodtion, publiihed ii 



>ubriquet, derired from the thlnj or place 
ATS adopted thIa fancy from the Roman 
Thus, he anmunged s propoul for calU 
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To my tender ramembrance u Lore'i ncred groani 
For there Marg-ret Carolina tint charmti mj tight, 
And fiU'd my yonng bean wllh a flult'iing delight. 



When I thought her ray 

ForaiaimttoDownpatrick, 

To exprsM irhat I felt then, ail la 
■Twaa In truth what the poeta hai 
Bnl, too late, I faund 



'ling delight 

I, ah ! too ihort eeera'd the da) 

iguage were rain. 



in ahe couU daceire. 
Ana noinjiu wae mi out to aigh, weap, and rart 
Dlatnctwt, I flew from my dear nntlT* ahoTCL 
ReaolTsd to aee IiBrghan Clanbraaril no more. 
Yet adll in aome momenta enchanted I find 



A ray of her fondnen 

While thua in bteas'd faner mr 

All the woHd la a Larghan Cla 



aoft on my mtnd ; 
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har huibsnd ; ihe caimot riral him, nor eaa tw ent 

di«d in June, IT89, Iwitui^ tiro tone, Alexander and JsMie*, and three dou^ 

ten, Veronica, Euphemie, and Elinbelh. 

For two or thme y«n« after Iu« matriage, Boewell appeen to ban lived a 
^uiet profeMional life at Edinburgk, paying only ihoct oeeaiiMial naiti to Lon- 
don. In autumn, I77S, Dr JohnMu gratified him bycnming to Edinburgh, asd 
proceeding in hii ocm^any on a tour through the north of Scotland and the 
Wealem liUndi. On Ihii oocaaion, BoaweU kept a journal, 
remarkable part ot Dr Johmon** conTenatioB. The journey being made ralhar 
late in the leMia, the two traTelleri encountered eome hardifaipi, and a ftw 
dangen ; but they «r«ie highly pleaaed with what diey nw, and the noeptitm 
they erwy whera met with; Boewell, for hi« own part, derlaring that be woukl 
not bate miaed the acquiiitian of lo many new and deligfat£il ideai ai be bad 
gained by tlii* meaos, for fire hundted poundi, Dr Johnaon publidied an ao- 
ootmt of their trip, and the obierratiODi he mads during Ita progreM, under the 
title of a "Journey to the WeMem Iilandi;" and Boiwell, after die death irf'hii 
friend, (17SS), gare to die world the journal he had kept, as a "Tour t 
Hebridea," 1 Tolume BtOl The latlw is periiape one oT the most entertaining 
woriu in the ianguage, diougb only sendwed so, we must acknowledge, at the 
expense of the aulhot^ dignity. It ran diroogh three editions durii^ the first 
twelvemoDth, and hai nnoe been oocasiooally reprinted. 

For many yean after the journey to the Hebrides, Boswell mily enjoyed such 
natdies of Johnson's oampany and coiiTenation, as be could obtain by o 
dosial TiBli lo London, during dte raeationi ef the Court of Session, Of theea 
intarriews, however, be has pr o ee r r o d lucfa ample and interesting records, « 
must make ui regret that ha did not lira entirely in Londcm. It appear* tha 
during the whole poiod of hit acquaintanoa with Johnson, be p^d only a doten 
rititi to Looden, end spent with him only a hundred and eighty daya in all ; 
which, added to the time wfaidi they spent ia their northern journey between 
August 18lh and Norember S3d, 1773, make* the whole period during whidi 
the biographer enjoyed any intercoune with hia subject, only two hundred and 
■erenty-eix days, or one hnodredth part of Johneon'i life. 

The strangely rain and eooentric conduct of Boewell hod, long ere thb period, 
rendered him idnoet «« notable a character as any of thoM whom he was so 
anxious to see. Hia sooial and good-humoueed dwracter gained bim unirenal 
friendship; but this friendship waa nerar attended with perfect respect. Hen of 
[nferior qualifications despised the want of natural dignity, which made him go 
sbout in attendance upon erary great man, and frem no higher object in lifi 
than that of being the commemorator at their conrenation^ It is lamentable b 
state that, among those who deepissd him, waa bi« own father; and even othe 
relations, front whom respect ndght bare been more imperatirely reqiured, were 
fretted by his odd babita. " Old Lord Auchinleck," says Sir Walter Scott, 
" waa an able lawyer, a good scholar, after the manner trf' Scotland, and highly 
valued hi* own adrantages a* a man of good estate and ani^ent family, and, 
oioreorer, he was a strict presbyterian and whig- of the cdd Scottish caat," To 
this eharsder, hi* son presented a perfect contrsit — a light-beaded lawyer, an 
nristoovt only in theory, an epiacopalian, and a tory. But It wa* chiefly with 
the unsettled and undigniDed conduct of his son, that the old gentleman Hiwud 
bull. " Tliere** nae hope for Jamie, man," he said to a friend about the time 
Df the journey to the Hebrides ; " Jamie** gane dean gyte ; What do ye think, 
man? he<s afTwi' the land-louping scoundiel of a Ccoviean; and whase tall do 
ye think he ha* pinned bhuaelf to now, man 7" Hera die old judge a 
up a sneer of most sorereign contempt. " A doflunie, man, {meaning Johnson] 
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an suM doaunie, that kespit a 1(111116, Bod ea'd U au academy!" By (lis dealh 
«f Lord Audunleck, in 17S3, Bowsll -nat at length freed from what he bad 
aiway* felt to be a matt pautftil watialnt, and at the iame dme became 
poMMnd of hU patenul c&UtA, 

Bonrellv mode of life, Iu« lociil induIgeocM, and hii frequent de«ertion of 
biinncM fcM- ttie uke of London literary aodety, tended greatly to embamw hit 
dRumatancea ; and be mw induoed to try if they oould be repaired by exer- 
tiom in the woild of polities In 1781, when the people were in a state of 
most alaitning azoitament in conaBquenoe of Mr Fox'i India Bill, and the eleva- 
tion of Mr Pitt, he HTDle a pamphlet, entitled, " ALetter to the People of Soot- 
land, on tba FiOMDt State of the Nation." Of thia woik Dr Johiuon has thiu 
pronounced hit approbation : — " I am rery much of your opinion, and, like 
you, feel great indignation at tba ityle in which the Kuig it every day treated. 
Voiir paper oontaina rery oonaidenble knowledge of bUtory and of Jlie oonititution, 
rery properly produoedand applied." The author endeaToured, bymeani of thii 
pamphlet, to obtain the lanwrahle notice of Mr Pitt ; but we are informed that, 
though the yonthful minitter bonouiad the wmk with bia approbation, both on 
thii occaiion, and on aereral other*, hit effbtta to procure an introduction to 
political life mre attended with a mortifying want of (uoceai. He irai, nerer- 
thelen, induoed to appear once more aa a pamphleteer in 1795, when he pub- 
liihed a lecond " Letter to the People of Soolland," thou|^ upon an humbler 
theme, namely, " on tbe nlmming attempt to infringe the aitidei of Union, and 
iqtroducing a moat pemiciou* innoration, by diminiihiug the numbei* of the 
Lordi of SeMion.» Thia pn^otal had been brought forward in the Houae of 
Cinnmoai; the lalariei of the judge* were to be raited, and, that the expense 
might not fall upon tbe country, their number wa« to be reduced to ten. 
Boawell (to u«« a modem phraae) immediately commenced a Tehement agitalim 
in Scotland, to oppose tbe bill ; and among other meanire* irtiich be took for 
ezdtiDg public attention, published thia letter. His cUef aignmeut was, that 
tbe number of the judges was estahlisbed immutably by the act of union ; an act 
which entered into the rery constitution of pariiament itself, and bow then could 
parliament touch it? He also showed that the number of fifteen, which Buchanan 
had pronounced too small to form a free or liberal inslilution, was little enough 
to avoid the diaracter of a tyrannical junto. He further argued the case in Ae 
fbllowing absurd, but characteriitic terms : — " Is a court of ten the *ame with a 
court of fifteen T Is a two-legged anbnal the same with a fourJegged animal ? 
I Icnow nobody who will grarely defend that propositian, ezoept one grotesque 
philosopher, whom ludioous fable represents as going about avowing his hunger, 
and wagging his tail, fain to becmne cannibal, and eat his deceaaed brethren," 
The agitation prevailed, and the court remained as it had been, for another 
generation. 

Boswell, whose pmcdce at the Seoltiih bar was never very great, had long 
wished to remove to the English, in order that he might live entirely in London. 
Hi* father's reluctance, however, had hitherto prevented him. Now that tbe old 
gentleman was dead, he found it possible to follow his inclination, and accord- 
ingly be began, from time to time, to keep his terms at the Inner Temple. Hi* 
resolution was thus sanctioned by a letter to him Emm Dr Johnson, which exhibits 
once a cautious and encouraging view of the mode of life he proposed to 
enter upon : — 

" I remember, and entreat you to remember, that viritu ut viliton fiigere ; 
the Snt approach to riches is security from poverty. The condition upon wbidi 
fou have my consent to settle in London, is that your expense never exceeds 
your annual income. Fixing this basis of security, you cannot be hurt, and 
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jou may be Tery audi odTuuxd. The Iom of your ScoUJril buailMM, whidl b 
all you can Iom, ii not to be redconed nay equiraleDt to tbe bopee aod pMri- 
bilitiei that open hete upon you. If yaaMiccee(l,tbe queition of prudeuDs iiatan 
end ; any body will think that done right nhid) ondi happily ; and though your 
•xpectationi, of nhidi I would not adriie you to talk too mocb, ihould not be 
totally anjwerod, you can hardly fail t4> get friendi who will do for you all that 
your prennt lituation allon you to hope ; and if, after a few yean, you ihould 
ntum to Scotland, you will return with a mind Mpplied by Tarioui eon*et*alioni 
and many oppntunitiei of inquiry, with mudi knowledge and maleriftli hr 
nSection and iutfrucdon." 

At Hilary Term, 1786, he wm called to the Engliih bar, and la tbe enMiing 
winter lemored hii fiunily to London. Hit first profemonal eRbrt ii laid to have 
been of a ■omewhat ominous diaracter. A few <rf' tbe idlen of Westminiter 
Hall, ctaupiring to quia poor Bovts, ai he mu ftmiliarly called, made up an 
imaginary ciiae, full of all kindi of abeurdiUei, which they cauud to be preeenled 
to him for hit opinion. He, taking all for real, returned a bona-fide note of 
jadgmeot, which, while it almoit killed hij friend* with laughter, ooreied hint- 
•elf with ineflkceable ridicule. 

It ii to be r^;retted that thit dedtiTe «lep in life wu not adopted by Bonrell 
at an earlier period, aa thereby he might hare rendered hii Life of Jotinion itill 
more Taluahle Iban it ia. Johmon baring died upwardi of a year before hii 
remoTal, it wai a itap tit little impwtance in ft literary point of riew ; nor did 
it turn out nuidi better in teepect of profevional pnGb 

So early a* 1781, when Mr Buike *rai in power, that great man had endea> 
Toured to procure an exteniion of the goremment patronage towardi BoiwelL 
" We mutt do lomething for you," he lud, " for our own laket," and recotn- 
nended him to General Conway for a racant place, by a letter, in which hii 
character wm drawn in glowing c<doun. The place wai not obtained ; but 
Botwell declared that ha ralued the letter more. He wm now enabled, by the 
intareit of Lord Lowtber, to obtain tba aituation of Reowder ot Carliila; a 
circumitanoe which ^tiduced tbe following 



To Mlie the throns wfaOe Cutlnn Iriei 

And ironld tha Prina commanil, 
Tha Tory BoamiU coolly cries. 
My King"! In Watnwrelaiid. 
Tbe latter Tet«e ii an alluuon to the famou* Regency quet^on^ while, in the 
fonner, Boiwell ii reminded of hi« sealoui exertioni in behalf of nionaichy in 
the pamphlet on the India BilL It happening loon after that Dr John Douglaa, 
a fellow-oountryman of Boawell'i, wu made Bishop of Carliile, a new and hap- 
pier epigram appeared : — 

Of old, ars w]n concord united lUi lali^ 

Our nalghboun of Scotluid ware (bea at Cullile; 

But now what a changa luTa we hcra on tha Border, 

When Douglaa Ij Biahop and Bonrtll RerardeT! 

Finding thii recordenhip, at m> great a diitance from London, attended with 

■■any inconTenieneei, Boiwell, after holding it for about two yeari, mtgned it. 

It wai well known at thii time that he waa very anzioui to get into pnrliament i 
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mni numy wondered that lo MMind a tor; dwuM not h»ro obUuned a teat at (be 
undi of MHne great pariiemetiUr; proprietiw. Periuq* Ihi* wonder may be 
explained by a paange in hii lart Letter Va the People of Scotland. " Tboogh 
ambiljoiu,*' he uyi, " I am imcorrtipted ; and I enry not hig^h tituationB whidi 
are attained by the ifsnt of public Tiitue in men bwn without it, or by the 
proftitution of public rirtue in men bora with iL Hiough power, and weahfa, 
and mag[nifioenoe, may at Snt damle, and am, I think, most denroble, no wiae 
man will, upon lober reflection, enry a lituation whi<di he feeli he could not en- 
joy. My friend — my > Itteoenae atani edile regibui' — Lofd Hounlstuait, 
flattered me Ottce very highly without intending iL ' I would do any thing for 
you,' he MUd, ' but Ining you into parliament, for I could not be nnw but you 
would oppoae me in loniething the rery next day.' Hia lord^p judged welL 
Though I ihould coniider, with miidi attention, the opinion of luch a friend 
before taking my leadution, most certainly I diould oppose him in any meaiure 
which I WHS latiified ought to be oppoeed. 1 cannot exiat with pleaiure, if 1 
hare not an hooert independence of mind and of conduct; for, though n« man 
ioTN good eating and drinking bett^ than 1 do, I prefer the broiled blade-bone 
of mutton and humble port of ' dnwnri^t Shippeo,' to all the luxury of all the 
■talennen who play the political game all through" 

He offered himeel^ however, *■ s randidale for Aynhire, at the general elec- 
tion of 1790; but wai defeated by the intereM of the minitter, irtiich waa 
exerted for a more pliant paitizan. On thie and all other proper occaaion*, he 
made no Kruple to stow himnlf a Tray and a royaliat ; aaying, bowerer, in 
the worda of hia pamphlet jmt quoted, " 1 can drink, I can laugh, I can con- 
rene, in perfect good humour, with Whtga, with Bepublicani, with DiHenlei% 
with MorSTiani, with Jew* — they can do me no harm — my mind it made up — 
my principle! are fixed — but I would rote with Tone*, and pray with a Dean 
and Chapter," 

If hi* luccei* at the bar and in the political world waa not rery tpkadid, he 
conaoled himael^ lo far a* hi* own fimcy wai to be eoneoled, by the gralefiil 
taik of preparing for the pre** hi* madmen opiu — the Life of Or Johnioiu 
Thi* work appeared in 1791, in two roluinea, quaito, and wi* receiTcd with an 
aridity *iiitable to ila entertaining and raluable character. Beside* a mott 
minute nanatim of the literary and domeatio life of Johnaon, it contained note* 
of all the remarkable eipi««uon* which the sage had erer uttered in Mr Boewell'* 
preience, beiide* wme umilar recorda from other hand*, and an immenae rtore 
of original letters. As decidedly the nuMt bithful biographical portraiture in 
existence, and redgrring to one of the most illuitriou* names in literature, it i* 
unquestionably the Gist book of it* cla** ; and not only *o, but diere is no other 
biogra^ieal work at all sppvoaching to it in meriL While thii >■ the pnise 
deiemid by the worit, it happen^ rather uncommonly, that no limilar degree 
of approbaUon can be extended to the writer. Though a grtat vork, it is only 
to by acddent, or rather througli the perserering assiduity of the author in a 
coune which no man fit to produce a designedly great w<^ could hare aubmilted 
to. It is only great, by a multiplication and a^lomeration of little eftbrta. 
The preparation of a second edition of Ae Lfe <tf I^ Johnson, was die last literary 
performance of Boawell, who died, May 19, I79S, at bis house in Great Poland 
Street, London, in the 55th year of his age; baring been preriously ill for fire 
weeks of a disorder ndiich had commenced as so intennit^ng ferer. He wa* 
buried ot the family aeat of Audiinleck. 

The character of Boswell i* so amply ihodowed fbrth by the fbregoing account 
of bis life, that little more need be said about it. That be was a good-natured 
iodal man, ponwued of conddereble power* of imaginatioa and bumotur, and 
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wan Boqaaialcd irith litantin* Bitd th« trorld of common life, Ii milrnnllT 
acknoirled^Bd. He Iim been, tt tha uim time, idijected to jurt ridicule for taii 
total want of that natural dig^iitf by wliidi nwo «f the worid tecum and main- 
tain the rMpeet of their feUow-creatsne in the daily baineM of life. He wanted 
thii to mch a d^ree, that eren tboee relationa wfaoae reipect wu mori necwesry, 
according' to the law* of native, oould Karaely extend it ; and ttma the tame 
came, hii intellectual exettiona, imtaad of dieddinga fautre upon hfiname, hare 
proted rather a kind of blot in hii pedigrea. Hia unmanly olae<|<iiouineH to 
g;r«at men — eren thongh tome ni theae mr« great only by the reaped due to 
talent — hii timpleton drollery — hia degrading enqtloyment m a chranider i>t 
priralp conTemtioni — hia mean taatea, among wliidi wu the diagiutinf one of a 
fbndneia for aaeing' executiona — and the balf folly, half vanity, with iriiidi be 
«auld tell the moat delicate thingi, peraonal to hitneelf and hia ftmily, in print — 
l^tTe altogether conapired to gin him ntber notoriety than true flune, and, 
though perhapa lesring him affection, deprire him entirely of teipect. It wm 
a remarkable prant in the diaracter of audi a man, that, with powen of eatett- 
tainment almoat equal to Shakipeare'a deanription of YoriA, he wat aubject to 
grierou* lil« of melandiidy in prirale. One of hi* wnrica, net noticed in the 
preceding norratiTe, wat a aerie* of papan under the title of " The Hypodion- 
driac," iriiich appeared in the London Magaiine for 1738, and were intended 
to embody ilie raried feeling* of a man subject to that diatemper. 

Periiapa, it ii only jottice to Boewall, aiier expreming the leTere diaracter 
iHiicfa the woHd ba« generally pranouneed upon him,' to giie hia own deacrip 
tion and ertimate of hinwelf, from hia Tour to the Hebrides. " Tbiidc of a 
gentleman of ancient Uoc»d, the pride of which wai hia predominant pawon. 
He waa then in hit 33d year, and had been about fovr yean happily nunried: 
hia InclEnation waa to be a toldier; but hia father, a raspeclable judg«, bad 
presaed him into the proftMion of the law. He had trarelled a good deal, and 
teen many rarietiea of human lifb. He had thougfit more than any body aup- 
peaed, and had a pretty good ttodt of general learning and knowledge. He 
bad an Dr Jobnaoo's pi^ndplet, with tome d^;ree of relaxation. He had nther 
too little than too much pnidenoe; and, his imagination being lirely, he often 
aaid thing*, of which the effect was xery dilibrent from the intention. He 
renmbled tometimet ' the beat-nstured man with the w ' 



oannot deny binttelf the vanity of finlthing with the anoomium of Dr Johnaon, 
whoaa fiiendly partiality to the oompanion of Ida tour, representi him at one 
' whoaa aeutenew would help any inquiry, and whoae gaiety of coiiTertatian, 
and drility of manner*, are mfileient to oounterad the inconTsniendca of travel, 
in countriea leei hoipftahle than we have paaed.' " 

BOSWELL, Axa:AH»*> and Juid, tona of the preceding. It haa been reiaariced, 
nt creditable to the memory of James VI., that he educated two aona, wbo were 
both, in point of penonal and Intellectual diarader, much abore the standard 
of ordinary men. The same remark will apply to the bit^rapher of Johnson, 
who, whatever may be tiioiqffat of hia own diaracter, reared two sons who Mood 
forth aflerwardi at a credit to bit parental care. A wish to educate hia children 
in the best manner, wat one of the ruling paationa of thia extraordinary littera^ 

I8[r Wniiam Farbcit tn hli LlfBof B«aUli', thus speaks of Bonwllt—^ His warmlh of 
heart towards hli friends wae very great ; ■nil I hare known few men who posMMed a 

stronier seiiH of p(e«y, or more fcrrsnl derotlon, (tinctured, no doubt, with a KUle aban of 
supenOUon, which had probably been in ume degree r«teredby bli habittof Inllmtcy wtth 
Dr John»n) perhape not alwep suffldent to reEulKe hit ImuInBtlon or direct his cenducL 
yet itllt genuine, end ftaunded both In hli underatandlng and fait heart For Mr Bowell 1 
entertained e ■[ncere regard, which he ntumed by the strungeet proof In till pawar to con. 
br, by leaving methapiardlauof hli ctalldrso." 
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teur in hii Utter ywtn. He placed botfa b\a ions at Weibniniter nhool, and 
•TurnrBrdi In the uuirenity of Oxford, at an expensa which appeart tu hara been 
not allo^ther juititied by bis own circunutancea. 

Alexander Bo« welt, who wai bom, October 9, IT7S, luceeeded hit father in 
the pOMOaiion of the fsniily eitittk Ho woa diitinguiihed u a tpirited aad 
amiable country gentleman, and olio aa a literary nntiquary of no inconiidemble 
erudition. PeHiapi hii taite. En tho latter capacity, waa greatly fortered by tha 
poMenioa of ao axcellent collection of old manoacripti and bookt, which waa 
gathered together by hit anceitorj, and haa acquired the well-Jcnown title of the 
" AtrcaniLBCB IdaRUY." From tbe itorei of this coUection, in 1901, Sir 
Waller Scott pnblidied the romance of " Sir Tristraia," which ii judged by its 
learned editor to be the earlieit ipecimen of poetry by a Scottish writer now in 
exiitenee. Beudeathii inTaluabU prcaent to tbe litemry world, the Anchinledc 
Library fumithed, in IS13, the black letter original of a diaputalion held t»e- 
tween John Knox and Quentia Kennedy at Maybolein lS6i, which waa priated 
at the time by Knox hinuelf, but had Utterly beonve fo scaroe, that honlly 
another copy, hetides that in the AudiinUck Library, was known to exiA. Mr 
Boswell wat at the expeme of printing a fac-dtaile edition of tbi* curiosity, 
which was accepted by the learned, as a rery raluable contribution to our itock 
of hiitcnical literature. 

The taite of Alexander Boswell wai of a much manlier and more sterling 
diaracter than that of his father ; and imtsad of being alternately tbe itftire 
and paasire cause of amusement to bia frienda , he ibone exclusirely in the fonner 
capacity. He possessed, indeed, a great fund of rolatila talent, and, in parti- 
cular, a most pungent 'ein of satin, which, irtiile it oocaaionimy inspired fear 
and dislike in those who were liable to bectniM its objectL produced no admira- 
tion which wa* not also accompanied hy respect At an eaily period of his life, 
eooie of hii poetical jeax d'etprit oceuiooally made a slight turmoil in that 
circU of Sctrttith lodety in which be mored. He sometimes alao oxerdsed 
his pen in that kind ot familiar remacuUr poetry which Bums again tironght 
into fadtion; and in the department of song^rritiog he certainly met wilh 
COndderable sucoese. A small Tolume, entitled, " Songs chiefly In tbe Sootlish 
Dialect," was puhliihed l>y him, anonymously, in 1803, with the motto, 
" NulU renenato litera mixta joco," a motto which it would hare been well fw 
him if he had nerer forgoL In a brief note on ttie eeoond folio of this little 
work, he mentimed that he was induced to Uy these tririal cnmpositiona in an 
authentic shape befbm the pohlic, became corrupted copies had seriously made 
their appearance. Tbe truth ia, some of his songs had abnady aoquirsd a wide 
acceptation in the public, and were almoet a« familiar as those of Buma.' The 
Tolume also contains some English compositions, whidi (till retain a popularity — > 
■uch as "Taite Life'* Glad Momenti," which, he telliua, he transUted at Leipiig, in 
1795, from the German song, " Freut eudi des Li1>eni." Mr Bocwell alw 
appear^ from rarious compoaitiuu ia thia little rolmne, to bare had a tum for 
writing popular Irish songa. One or two of his attempts in that style, ar« replete 
with the grotMqtie diaracter of tbe nation.* 

I We may Instanct " Aald Gudeman, jt'n a Dhii^an Carle," " Jsnny^ Bawbse," and 
■ Jenny Dang the #«.tk." 

• It I* hardly worth while lo 
pointing out a remarkably beautifol anUtheab^ li 
Sonst"— 

" Tha auld will spaak, the young nuum hear, 
Bs canty, but be gudg and laol ; 
Yonr ain Ills aya ha* b«ut to bear, 
Anithai'i aye haa haut to feel." 
In anotber be thus ludicrously adrert^ (n a fietJtloui chanutar, to ths changs* which modom 
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In 1810, Mr Botmll pwbliAed a mull nlnnw under lb* title, "Edinburi^ 
«r tha AndADt Roytltj, a Skaldi of fonter Hanttui, b; Simon Ota;.** It it 
B kind of dty adague, in which • (knoMr, wbo kiMW dM town in a patt age, ii 

Wl^OMd to CODTMM I'^IIirdlllg it* BM>d«m dWDfH, With B dtf friswi. It COD' 

taint aooM highly enrioui Bemoilali of tbo lii^le nunnnt wfaidi obtainod in 
Edinburgh, b*fom tha diang* d«taibed in the aong jott quoted At a aibta- 
quent pericd, filr Botmlt tttabUiiwd a ptinto prinlli^^fnM at Auchinleclc, 
from irtiidi he it«ied rarioui triflM in proia and rene, wme ot ufaidi an 
duncteritod by mudi humour. In 1816, appeared a poetical tak, Mtmewhal 
like BuntM " Tam o< Shaiitar,» eotitled, "SkeUon Uaughi, or the Sow Ii 
Flitted!" bein^ founded on a traditionary itory n^ardiog an Aynhire feud of 
the fifteenth Mobny.' In 1321, MrBotwell waa bonouied with, what had been 
thediief obJDctofhlaambitionlbrmBny yean, abaroneley of GivatBritain. Aboot 
(hit period, politici ran rery high in die country, and Sir Alexander, who hod 
faiberited all the Tory ^rit of Ua &tlwr, tidod muinly with (hn miniitry. In 

■kannan^ nthar tbui lima, hara produoad upon tha ulenial and intanial eeoiumy of tha 
SoDttlih caprial :— 

.wbds, U 

Oa<rd'i no that icantv in ilk liller pock, 

Wlian fika fait ladcfle maun liaa bla Ut italtlc; 
But 1 lunt tha day whan tiiera wai na a JocEi 

Uul troUad about upon hooMt •banka-uiliU. 
Littls waa itowii than, and !*■ gaad to waita, 

Baralv a muUIn for mica Or br rattsni ; 
The tfarifty ipideirilla u tb« A<(b>market paced, 

Har oqoipage a'— just a giada pair o' paUcni. 
Folk wan ai guda thiin, ana fricndi ware u leal ; 

TbouKb coaobe* •ran trmiA, wl' their oMla a> can) 
Right air* ws war* tallH bv tha houaamald or chlel, 

■ Sir, an ya ploaia, hersi yar lau and a lantam.' 
Tha town may ba ciontll and pieced till It ni«t% 

A' neabon benoilh and baaouth irltfaout haltlii' 
Bitai may ha blactt owei 

the Nor-Lochltwl' in 



^ybaln 

id thlnjc 01 



Tantaea-bundred and fifty. 



I Kennedrof BarganyMftbivdaaowonthalandiorhiifaudaleitamj Ciawford of iCam, 
aad rcaolrad that tha latter gantleman, with all h[| Tamil, ibouh) not ba permlKed to ramoTt 
•fflit" thaaniisaL To defBBl thli bniado at tha Tery fint, tha adberenl* of Crawrbn) 
I, and enlerod Into actlre Itght withth* KannediaB, who, wlihthair 

>«n bach with fnal -■--"■--- ■■-- -^ - ■ ■••••'- -..■._.... . 

tBthar*f forcni wa 
twaen tha aid laird ai 

■■Ii thaiowfllult? tall me, loon! 
Ii anld Kyla up and Carrlck down 7" 
HInglad wi* loba. Us broken lala 
Tha youth bann; Ah, Kene, bewail 
Thli luchlMiBayl— YourblytliaHNi, John, 
Afa, waei my heart. Ilea on tba loan— 
And be could line like only nwrla ! 
' lelhe tow flitted 7* cried the carls | 

* (iie me my aniwer — abort and plain, — 
It the eow flitted, yammerin wean !■ 

• Tba aew (deil Uk her) 'a ewer the watep— 
And at ibelr bade* tha Ciawrordi baltai^ 
The Carrick cout* are cowed and bittedl' 
' My thumb Cor Jock 1 ma lOw u rurraaa"* 
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(ha beginning of Iht year 1831, a Ctvr g«nCl«iiMD of limilikr pnpoHaioiu, 
COTKOirad it to be not only jiudfiabla, but neoeMary, that the forour of the 
ndical pmM, at it wu called, ihould tw met by a comaponding ferrour on the 
other lide, to that the enemie* of the goreninient roigfat be combated irith their 
own maponn Hence aniee m nempaper in Edinburgh ityled the Beacon, to 
whidi Sir Alaxandor Botwell contributt^ a tewjeux d'etprit, aimed at the lead- 
ing men on tlie otlwr tida, and alleged to hare far exceeded the proper line of 
political (arcaim. Thew being continued in aiubiequent paper, whidi vnu pub- 
liibed at Glaigow, under the name of the Sentinel, at length wwe traced to 
tbur author by Jamei Stuait, Ei^ younger of Dunoaro, who had been the object 
of come of the ludeit attack*, and npeatedly accused of cowanlice. The 
eoniequenoe of thii diieorery 'wai a challenge from Mr Stuart to Sir Alexander, 
and the hostile partiee having met near Aucbtertool in Fife, Haicb 36, 1933, 
the latter receired a ihot in the bottom of [he neck, which ternuoated hie exirt- 
enoe next day. Mr Stuait wm tried for thii oli^ce, by the High Court of Juiti- 
ciary, but most honourably acquitted. Sir Alexander left a iridoir and «erera] 
children. 

fiOSWELL, 3una, the lecond aon of the blt^prapber of Johnson, wai, a* already 
mentioned, educated at Wectminiler School. He trai aflerwardi entered of 
Bnnn-naia,College, Oxford, and there had the honour to be elected feUot* upon 
the Vinerian foundation, Mr Boawell pooemed tolenti of a superior order, 
tound claiilca] idiolanhip, and a most extenUTO and inliraate knowledge of our 
early literature^ In the inrMtigatiwi of erery subject he pursued, hii industry, 
judgment, and disiariminatioii, were equally remarkable; bia mem<ny was unusu- 
ally tenacioiB and accurate ; and he was aiwaya as ready, an ha wss competent, 
to comnmnicate his stores of information for the benefit of others. Mr Malone 
was influenced by these ijualificatioiu, added to the Iriendship which he entertain- 
ed for Mr Boiwell, to select him as his literary executor ; and to his care this 
eminent oommentator intrusted the pubLcaUon of an enlaced and amended 
edition of Shakspeaie, which he had long been meditating. As Mr Malone's papen 
were left in a state scaroely intelligible, it is beliered that no man but one of 
kindred genius like Mr Boswell, could bare rendered them at all araJlable. 
This, however, Mr Boswell did in the most ellldent manner; farther enriching 
the work with many excellent notes of his own, besides collating the text with 
all the earlier editions. This woik, indeed, whidi extends to twenty-one 
Tolumes, Bto, must be considered as not only the most elabwate edition of 
Shahapeaie, but peifaapt the grthtast edition of any work in the Eng- 
lish language. In the first Tolume, Mr Boswell has stepped fonvard to de- 
fend the literary nputation of Mr Malone against the serere "ttn1^tl made by a 
writer of distinguished eminence, upon many of his critical opinions and stste- 
menU ; a task of great delicacy, and which Mr Boswell perforroed in so spirited 
and gentlemanly a manner, that his preface may be iairly quoted as a model of 
Gontrorersial writing. In the same rolume are inserted " Memoirs of Mr Malone," 
(vigioally {^ntsd by Mr Boswell for prirato circulation ; and a Taluabla essay 
on tile metie and pbraaeolo^ of Shak^eare, the materials i<x which were partly 
collected by Mr Malone, but whidi was entirely indebted to Mr Boswell for 
arrangement and completion. 

Mr Boswell inherited from his father a Icecn relish of the society of the 
metropolis, and accordingly he spent his life almost excluuvely in the Middle 
Temple. Few men were better fitted to appredale and contribute to the plea- 
sures of social intercouiBe ; his conrersotional powers, and the unfailing cheeiAil- 
neas of his disposition, rendered him ererywhere an acceptable guest; but it 
was the goodness of his heart, that warmth of friendship which knew no bounds 
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hIwd a call wai made upon hU MirioM, whidi toimed the ilarling •xoeDtnoa, 
■nd th« bright«it feaUm of Mr Botw^'* cbaracUr. Thii amiable toaa and 
exMUent scholar died, February 34, 1S8S, in the fMty-tiiird ysar of hU age, 
aod WBi buried in the Temple Churdi, by a numemtu tr^n of lonoiriiig friendi. 
It u a melancholy circumManoe, that hu brother. Sir Alexander, had jntt 
returned &oia performing the laU oSkee to a belored brother, nrfaen he himnlf 
mu Miiiiinoiied from axuteDoa in the manner above related. 

BOWER, taanoiut, a learned penon, but of dubioui flune, wai hora on the 
I7th of January, IQ8S, near Dundee. He wai a younger ion of a reipectable 
Catholic family, which, for MTeral oenturiee, had pooeued an ettate in Forfar- 
■hire. In 170S, he waa lent to the Scod College at Douay, where he rtudied 
for the churd). At 6m end of th« year I70S, haring (umpleled hi* fint year 
of philiMDphy, he went to B<Hne, and there, December 9, ITU admilled into the cmler 
of Jetut, After hii noriciate, be taught cluucal lit«rature and phikwt^ihy, for 
two yean, at Fano, and tubeequently he ipent time yean at Ferma. In 1717, 
he wat recalled to Rome, to study di*iaity in the Roman College. Hi* laK towi 
were made at Aremo, in 17SS. 

Bowers fame at a teacher wai now, according to hii own account, ipread orer 
aU the Italian «tatM, and he had many inviCationi to reiide in different planee, 
to none of which be acceded, till the College of Macerata d>oie him for their 
profeeMr. He waa now arriTed at the mature age of forty ; and it wai not 
hara been expected that any ludden diaoge, either in hii religioua «entimenta oi 
hit moral ccmduct, would take place aAer that period of life. Probably, howerer. 
Bower had noTer befote thia time been expoeed to any temptatian. Being now 
appointed confeoor to the nunnery of St Catherine at Maoerata, be ii alleged to 
hare commenced a criminal iutereourw with a nun of the noble family of Buon- 
aconi. Alarmed, it i« lajd, for the conaequencei of tiii imprudence, he dete^ 
milted upon Aying from the dominioni lA the Pope ; a itep which innilved the 
greateH danger, ai he had prariouily become connected, in the capacity of coud- 
•ellor, with the Holy Inquiiition, wUdi ioTariably puniihed apoitaiy with death. 
Boweni own account of hi» flight leti fiwth oonadentioui icruple* on the icore 
of religion, Oi haringaloneurgedhim to take diatitep; but it i* hardly credible 
that a man In hie dtuadnn could expcie hi* life to imminent danger from a lud* 
den aecoM of icnipuloeity. The circunutaiicea of hi* flight are ginn in the fol- 
lowing temii by hinueir: 

" To execute that de«gn with lonw «afety, I purpoud to beg leaire of the 
Inquititor to Tiiit tlie lirgin at Loretto, but thirteen mile* diitant, and to paM a 
week there, but, in the meantime, to make the beit of my way to the country of 
the Griaons, the neoreat country to Maoerata out of the read) of the InquiailiDn. 
Haring, therefbrs, afier many conflicta with myself, oaked leare to niit the 
neighbouring lanctuary, and obtained it, I let out on honeback the very next 
morning, leaving, a* I purpoied to keep the horte, hii full value with the owner. 
1 took the road to Loratto, but turned out of it at a imali distance front Reoenati, 
after a moit violent struggle with myielf, the attempt appearing to me, at that 
junctuie, quite deiperale and impracticable ; and the dteadful doom referred for 
me, ^uld I miicarry, preMOting Itself to my mind in the atrongeit light. But 
the reflection that I had it in my poirer to avoid being taken alive, and a per- 
•UBiion that a man in my dtuation might lawfully avoid it, when every other 
means ftiiled him, at the expense of hii life, revived my sti^gering reudution ; 
and all my fear* ceasing at once, 1 steered my coune to Calvi in the dukedom 
of Urbino, null from thence ihroi^ the Rom^na into the BoI<^eae, keeping 
the by-roods, and at a good distance from the dtiei of Fano, Piaaro, Rimini, Fcfli, 
FaeniL and TiTohi, tliroujrlt which the high road pMMd. Thus 1 advanced very 
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ebwly, UaT«lliiig, generoUy faking, io very bad roadh and often in placM 
when there wai no road at all, to amid, not only the citiae and towtti, but eren 
ttieriUagei. In the meantime, I leldont had any other aupport than iodu coane 
proTitioni, and a T«ry mull quantity eren itf them, that the pow ifaepheid* and 
ifOod-cleaTen could ipare me. My hirne thied not better than myielf ; but, in 
cbootiug- my ileepin|f'place^ I connilted hii eonrenience aa much u my omi ; 
paaung the night where 1 found nmt ihelter for mynlf, (uid most ginn for bim, 
In Italy there are lery lew lolitary £irm-hou«ai or cottages, the country people 
IheraaUliring together in riUagei; and J thought it far lafertolie where 1 could 
b» any way iheltered, than to venture into any of them. Thui I spent lerenteen 
day* before I got out of the ecrJnii'Mtioal Kat« ; and I rary narrowly escaped 
being taken or murdered on the very borden of that ttate. It happened thu« : 
■ ' 1 had paned two whole days without any kind of lubaiatenoe wbueTCr, meeting 
nobody in the by-rudi that would lupplyme with any, and fearing to come atia 
any bouie. Aa I waa not far from the borden of the daniinioni of the Pope, 1 
thought I ihould be abb to hold out till I got into the ModeneM, where I be- 
liered I «hould be in lev danger than while I remained in the papal dominions ; 
bnt finding myself, about ooon of the third day, extremely weak and ready t« 
faint, 1 came into the high road that leads from Bologna to Florenoa, at a few 
mile* dittance from the fonner dty, and alighted al a poet-bouae that Mood quite 
by itaelC Haring asked the woman of the house whether she had any rictuals 
ready, and being told that she had, 1 went to open the door of the only room in 
the house, (that being a place where gentlemen only stop to change hunesj and 
saw, to my great surprise, a placard pasted on it, with a most minute deecription 
ot my whole person, and the promisa of a reward of 800 crowns, about ;ba()0 
English money, foe deliTering me up alive to the inquisition, being a fugitive 
from the holy tribunal, and 600 crovms fw my bead. By the same placard, all 
persons were forbidden, on pain of the greater excommunication, to receive, 
harbour, or entertain me, to conceal or to ecreen me, <v to be any nay aiding 
or SBiitlng to me in making my escape. This gieatly alarmed me, a* the rea- 
der may well imagine ; but 1 was still more aOrighled when entering the room 
I taw two fellows drinking there, who, fixing their eyes upon me as aooo as \ 
came, continued looking at n>e very steadfastly. 1 strove, by wiping my £ice, by 
blowing my nose, by looking out at the window, to prevent their having a fiill 
view of me. But one of tlieui saying, > The gentlentan seems afraid to be seen,' 
I put up my handkerchief^ and turning to the ibUow, said boldly, ' What do yon 
mean, you nical ? Look at me, I am not afraid to be seen.* lie said nothing, 
but, looking Bgun stodfastly at me, and nodding his head, wont out, and his com- 
panion Immediately followed him. I watched them, and teeJDg them with two 
or three more in dose conference, and no doubt consulting whether they should 
apprehend me or not, 1 walked that moment into the stable, mounted my luirse 
unotMerred by them ; and, while they were deliberating in the orchard behind 
the house, rodeolTat tiiU speed, and in a few hours got iutotlie Modenese, where 
I relreibed, both with food and resL, at I was there in no immediate danger, my 
hoiae and myaelf. I was indeed surprised that those fellows did not punue nie ; 
nor can I any other way awount for it, but by suppoeing, what is nbt ioiprobo- 
ble, that, as they were strangers as well as myself, and hod all the appeonnce 
of banditti <v ruffians flying out of the dominions of the pope, tlie woman of the 
house did not care to trust them with her horses." 

Bower now directed his course through the cantoni of Swiberland, and as 
•ome of these districts n-ere Catholic, though not under the dominion of the 
inquiaition lie had occa^onallyto leiume the mode of trttvelling above described, 
in order to avoid bving taken. At length. May IT-JS, be reached Uie ScoU 
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College at Douay, where be threw himMlf upon (be protection «f Ibe radar. 
Aoootdjng' to bit own narrUiTe, which, boneTor, ha* been contradicted in many 
point!, he thiu proved, that, though be bad fled iSram the boimn of die holy 
tribunal, and bad begun to enUrtain loine daubti upon MTeral part* of the 
Catholic doRtrinee, he wni not diapoied t« abandon entirely the profeMon of faith 
in which he had t>ean educated. He eren deicribei a corre«pandence which he 
enteied into with theiuperior of hia order in France, who at length reoommended 
him to malce the be^t of hii way to England, in order that he mi^t get fairly 
beyond the reach of the inquiiition. Tbia he did under nudi circumatancee at 
renewed danger, that he would baie been detained at Calaii, but for the kind- 
nen of an Eugliih nobleman, Lord Baltimore, who conveyed him oTer to Dorer 
in hia own yacht. He arTired at Loudon in July or Augiut 178G. 

Hit fint friend of any eminence in England waa Dr Aipinwall, who, Lke him- 
•elf, had formerly belonged to the order of Jeiua. Hii oonTsraationi with thia 
gentleman, and with the more celebrated Dr Clarke, and Beikeleybiihop of Cloyne, 
produced, or appeared to produce, luch a change in hii nligioui aentimenti, 
that he lOon after abjured the Catholic faith. For liz yean, lie continued a 
proteitant, but of no denomination. At length he joined the oonunuiiion of the 
chutdi of England, which he profeved to coniider " aa free in her lerrice aa any 
refonned church from the idolatrou* practicei and luperttitiona of popery, and 
len inclined, than many othen, to fanatidan and enthutiaim,'' By hia friendi 
he waa recommended to Lord Aylmer, who wanted a peiaon to assiat taim in 
reading the daiaici. While thui employed, he conducted ■ review or magoune, 
whidi wai aCartod in 1730, under the title " Hiatoiia Liteniria," and waa fin- 
iihed in eight Totunea, in 1734. Being little acquainted nith Che Engliah 
tongue^ he (wmpoaed the early part of thia work in Italian, and bad it tranalat«d 
by an English iiudeot ; but before the work wna concluded, lie had made him* 
aelf aufficiendy acquainted with Engliih, to diapenae with hia translator. After 
its ctmcludon, he was engaged by the publiihen of the Ancient Unimraal Hia- 
Ulry, for which work be wrote during a space of nine yean, contributing, in 
particular, the article Boman Hiitory. It is said that the early port of thia 
production ia drawn out to an undue length, considering that diere were tarioui 
other abridgment! of that portion of the history of Home ; while the Utter part, 
referring to the Eastern empire, though comparatiTaly norel and raluable, was, 
from the large space already occupied, cut down into aa many paragrapht aa it 
ought to hare occi[pied pages. The second edition of the Unireisal History waa 
committed Tot reviaol to Mr Bower's care, and it is said that, though he received 
ifSOO from the publishen, he performed his task, inrolring though it did a very 
large commercial interest, in the most superficial and untatisfactory manner. 
Hi* writings had been so productire before the year 1740, that he then poaaeiaed 
jEIIOO in South Sea annuitiea. h is alleged that he now wished to be reit(M;ed 
to the bosom of the church, in order that he might share iu ita bounty as a mis- 
sionary. In order to conciliate ita favour, and atleat his sincerity, he is said to 
hare o/iered to it, through father Shirbum, then prorincial of England, the whole 
of hi« fortune on loan. The money was received on the conditions sUpulaled 
by himself, and was afterwards augmented to £I3S0, for which, in August 1713, 
a bond was given, allowing him an annuity equal to seven ptr cenL upon the 
prlncipaL He is said to have been so far auccenful In his object that, in 1741 
or 174S, he waa re-odmitted into, or rather reconciled to the order of Jeaui — 
though it does not appear that he ever received the employment which he 
expected. In 1747, having been tempted by a considerable ofler to write a 
biitory of the popes in a (tyle agreeable to protestont feeling, he is alleged to 
havo commenced a rorn^spondence with father Shirbucn for die purpose of ge^ 
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ting buk his inonef , leat, on bTeakiiig- sgaia witli Iha church, the whole skoulJ 
be forfeited. He pretended that he had engaged in an illicit intercourte witli a 
Indy, to vrhom the money in reality belonged, and that, in order to disengage 
hinuelf from a connection whicii lay beaTily upon hie conscience, he wished to 
refund the money. Accordingly, on the 30th of June, 174T, he Teceived it 
bock. If we are to beliere himself, he did not lend the money to Shirburn, but to 
Mr Hill, a Jesuit, iriio transacted money afloira in his capacity as an attorney. He 
retracted it,he said , in order to be able to many. The letters shown a* baring been 
written by him to father Shirbuni, were, be said, forgeries prepared by calholica 
in order to destroy his popularity with the protestantt. But the literary world 
bas long settled the question agaiost Bower, The IsUers were published in 
1756, by bis countryman Dr John Douglas, aElerwards bishop of Salisbury, along 
with a conmenUiry proving their authenticity. The replies of Bower, tbougb 
Ingenious, are by no means satisfactory, and it is obrious that the whole transac- 
tion proTes him to hare been a man who little regarded principle, when he kod 
the prospect of imprOTing his fortune. 

The first Tolume of hii Watarj of the Popes, wss publidied in 1748 ; and be 
was soon after, by the interest of Ix^ Lyttkton, appmnted librarian to Queen 
Caroline. It must be remariied that this irrejmiadiable nobleman remained the 
fHend of Bower, while all tbe Rat of tbe world turned their badis upmi bin ; 
and it must be confused, that such a fact is calculated to stoker the faith of many 
eien in tbe acutenem of Bishop Douglu. On tbe 4th of August, 1749, when be 
had just turned tbe grand climadaric, he married a niece of Bishop Nicholson , 
with a fortune of £4000, In 17fil, he publidied his second rolume, and, in 
1753, his third, which brougifat down the history to the death of Pope Stephen. 
This yioA, partly from the circumstanoea of the author, appears to hare been 
receired with great bvour by the diisenten and more derout party of tbe diurch. 
Butver is allied by his enemies to have kept up tbe interest of the publicaUon, 
by itories of the danger in which be lay from the malignity of the Catholics, 
who, as be gate out, attempted on one occasion to carry him off by water from 
Greenwich. Lord Lyltlelon, in April 17S4, appointed him deik of the budi 
wairanta. It was in 1 7 96 , that his personal reputation reoelved itt fint grand 
sbocJc fnxn the exposure of Dr Douglas, who next year publidted a second tract, 
as fUUy condemnatory of bis literary diarader. Tliii latter production, entitled, 
" Bower and TiUemont Compared," showed that a great part of his Hiitory of 
the Popes was nothing more than a translation of tbe French historian. He 
endeoTOured to repel the attadc in three laboured psmphleli ; but Dr Douglas, in 
a reply, confiimed his original itatementi by unqnestionahle documenOk Before 
ths controversy ended. Bower had issoed his fourtli volume, and, in 1767, an 
abridgment of what was published appeared at Amsterdam. The fifth volume ap- 
peared in I7G1, during which year he also published " Authentic Memoirs cott* 
ceming the Fortugueie Inquisition, in a series of letters to a friend," Svoi. 
Ute History of the Popes was finally completed in seven TohraMs; and on the 
3rd of September, 1706, the outhtr died at his house tn Bond Street, in the 
eighty-first year of his age.' He was buried in Hary-le-bone chunA-yaid, 
vhere there is a monument to bira, bearing the following imcription ; 

" A nmn exemplary for every social virtue^ Justly esteemed by aU who knew 
him for bis strict honesty and integrity. A (aitliflil ftiend and a sincere Chri»- 

** False witoeMsa rose up against him, and laid to his disrge things that he 

■ A letter written at tbe reqnast of hji widow tc notirj fall death to his nephew in Smilsnd 
(which 1 have teen,) menllons thai he bore a final illneu of thres weeks "in every way 
(uilaUe to the chancter of a good CbriatlKu." 
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tueir not ; th«y imagined wickediMM in thair heut* and pnctiMd it : tfwir 
itelight ia in li«i : Uiey coDipired together, and laid tbeir net to dtatroy him 
guiltleM i tlie Tciy abJMti coom togMher agairut him, tbey gaped npoo biin wilk 
tlieir moutlia, they iharpened their traguee like a wipent, woiking deoeilfiiDr ; 
they compared him about with word* <rf' malioe, and hated, and fought agaioM 
him without a cauae. 

" He endured tlieir reproadi with fortitnde, wflMng wrongfoUy." 

" Unhappy vanity !** ezdaima Samuel Ayicangfa, trtio pree a ri ue the Enaoip- 
tion, " Ihui endeoTouring, at it w«m, to carry on the deoepdon with God, wfaidi 
be waa conneted of at the bar of lilenry juiUce : how mndt lieiter would it hare 
been to let bii name link in oblirion, than thui attempt to asule the pity of 
tbow only who are unacquainted with the hirtory of tiii life ; and, dmuld it 
mile a deaire In any penon to inquire, it nurt turn their pity into coDtempt.'' 

In Boner, we contemplate a man of coniiderable merit in a literary point of 
new, debated by the peculiar ciicumatanoet in wfaiidi he entered the world. A 
traitor to hit own original pioTeMioa <rf faith, be nerer couU became a good nb- 
ject to any other. Hit lubeeqnent life wai that of an adientater and a hypo- 
xia ; and tucfa at length wat the dilemma in which be inTolred bimeelf by hii 
unworthy practices, that, tar the purpoee of extrioting hinuelf, he waa reduc- 
ed to the awful expedient of denying upon oath Ihe genuineneei of lelten 
whidi weie prored upon incootestible erldence to be hia. Eren, boHem, from 
Ihe erit of luch a life, mudi good may be eztncted. Hie inlamy in whidi Ui 
declining year* were ipent, murt inform eren theae to whom good ii not good 
alone for iti own take, that the ilisightpallM of candour and honour are the only 
wayt to happinem, and that motiay or ratpect, BMMnenlaiily enjoyed at the ex- 
pctue of either, can produce no permanent or eRbcOial b^tefit 

BOWER, WiLtia, an hiatorieal writer of the fifteenth oentm^, wat born at 
Haddington, in I38S. At the age <tf eighteen, be aiaumed the religioua faabitj 
and after finiihing hit phikaoidiical and theological Uudie^ ritited Paria in order 
to Hudy the la«& Haring letumed to hii native coontry, he waa unanimoutly 
elected Abbot of St Cohn, in the year lllS. After the deaA of Focdoun, the 
hiitorian, { tee that articlej he wai requeated, by Sir Darid Stewart irf Rotaytlt, 
to undertake the completion of the Scotiduoaicon, or (^rooieki of Scotland, 
which had been broc^t up by the abore writer only to the 9Sd duster oi the 
fifUi bo<^ In tiantcribing the part written by Fordoun, Bower inserted laige 
interpolations He completed ibe woik in tixteen booki, wfaidi brm^t the 
narratire to the death of Jamet the Finrt; and be ii aaid to ha*e been mndi 
indebted for mat«aiali to the prerioue laboun of Foidoun. Bower, like Fordoon, 
wrote in a icholattic and borliarouB Latin; and their work, though it muat be 
cootidered aa one of the great fonntaiiu of early SooUidi hirtory, ii charaderited 
by few of the eaential qualitiei of that kind of compoaition. 

BOYD, Mux, an extraordinary geniui, who ataumed the additional name of 
Albxu(0«b, from a deaim of animilating himaelf to the illuctrioui hero of Mace- 
don, waa a younger lea of Robert Boyd of Pinkell in Aynhire, who wat great- 
grondion to Robert Boyd, great Chamberlain of Scotland, Hark Boyd wai 
bom on the 13th of January, 15G3. Uii father baring died while he mi« a 
(Jiild, he wat educated under the core of hi* unde, Jamea Boyd of Trodirig, 
titular Aichbi^op of Glaigow. Hit headitning temper ihowed itaelf in early 
yonlh, in quarrel* with hia inttnictort, and before he had finidied hi* aeademlcai 
courae, he left Ibe care of hi* friend*, and endearoured to obtain wxne notice at 
court. It oAbrdt a dreadful picture oftfae character ofBoyd, that, et«n in a acene 
ruled by audi a ipirit a* Stuart, Earl of Arran, he waa found too riolent : one duel 
and numberiet* broila, in n4iidi he became engaged, renderad it neceaury that lie 
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■hould try hit fortune elunhera. By (he s4*iee or his friend*, who teen to hare 
^Ten up all hope of hii coming to any good in hit own oouDtry, he travelled to 
t'nmoi, in order to DMuine the profenion of arms. While litigering at Pari*, he loit 
hii little rtock of money at dice. Thii leenu to hare tvrired belter feelingi in 
hii braacL He began to itudy under THrioui teachen at Parii ; then nent to Um 
unireivty of Orlenni, and took lenona in ciTil law from Robertui ; lastly, be 
temOTcd to Dourgei, nhere he wai receired nith kindnea by the celebrated Cu- 
jadu& Thi* gnat cirilian happening to have a crazy fondneu for the wiilingi 
of the early lAtin poeti, Boyd gained hii entire fsTOur by writing a few poenia 
in the barharoui ityle of Enniiu. TIm plague breakiag out at Bourgei, he wu 
obliged to fly to Lyoni, whence be wai driren by the lame pestilence into Italy. 
After spending some time in this country, he returned to Prance, and is supposed 
to hare there acted for some tiine as prirale tutor to a young gentleman named 
Dauconet In 1597,coinmenced the famouiwara of the League. Boyd, though 
a protestant, or afterwards profeoing to be m, joined with the Catholic party, 
in company with hta.pupil, and for lome time led the life of a soldier of fortune. 
His share in the miibaps of war, coDDsted of a wound in the ankle. In 15BS, 
the Germnns and Swiss being driren out of France, the campaign terminated, 
and Boyd relJred to Thoulouge, wbere he re-commenced tlie study of ciTil law. 
His studies were here interrupted by a popukr iniurrection in fnTOur of the 
CathoUc interest, but in which he took no part Haring Ulf n under some su^ 
pidon , probably on account of his ixxmtry, he was seized by the iniurgentj, and 
thrown into prison. By the intercession of some of his learned friends, be was 
ralieTcd from (hia peril, and permitted to make hit escape to Bourdeaux. He 
has left a mo«t animated account of the ionmectian, &om nhich it may be 
gadiered that the expedients onumed in miore reoent periods of French history, 
for protecting dtie* by barricadet, cbaini, and other dencei, were equally fami- 
liar in the reign of Henry the Great For aeraral years, Boyd liTed a party- 
coloured life, alternating between itudf and war. lie had a sincere passion for 
arms, and entertained a nation that to lire entirely without the knowledge and 
practice of military aflhirs was only to be half a man. It ii to be r^retted, 
that his exertions as a toldier were entirely on the side adrerie to his own and, 
his country's faith; a fact which prores how little he was actuated by principle. 
In the midst of all the broil) of the League, be had advanced considerably in the 
preparation of a series of lectures on the civil law ; but he neier found an oppor- 
tunity of delireringthem, HealsociKnposed aconsiderablenumberofLatin poenu, 
which w«re published in one volume at Antwerp, in 1503. Having now turned hii 
thoughts homewaids, be endeavoured, in this w<vk, to attract the favourable atten- 
tion of Jamet VL, by a very flattering dedication. But itdoea not feem to have 
had any effect He doe* not appear to have returned to hi* native counDy for 
some yean after this period. In 1595, when hii elder brother died, he was 
still in Ei^nnce. Returning soon after, he i* said to have undertaken the duty 
of travelling preceptor to John, Earl of Cassillis ; and yrhaa his task was accon> 
plished, he returned once more. He died of a slow tever, April lOth, IGOl, 
and was buried in the churdi of Daily- 
Mark Alexander Boyd left several cranpoaition* behind him, of which a few 
have been published. The most admired are hi* " Epittola Heroidum," and 
his " Hynuii," which are inserted in the " Deliciie Foetoruni Scotonim," published 
at Amsterdam, in 1637, His style in Latin poetry is ihown by Lori Hailes to 
be far IVom correct, and bis ideas are oAen impure and coone. Yet when 
r^arded at the eflhaioni of a soaring genius, wbidi seem* lo have looked upon 
every ordinary walk of human exertion a* beneath it, vrs may odmiro the gene* 
ral exceUence, while we overlook mean defectsi Hie Teat* of Venus on the 
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Death of Adonii, which hu bMO «ft(M ntncted from hii Epulola. wem* to ■■« 
to be a beautiful (pocimcii of L«tin VMrnfieation, knd in impUHoned fiMling 
•loMMl rifallingf Pope^ Eloiie. An exact liit of the remainder of bii compooL 
tioni, which tf ill Le in nuuiwcrlpt in the AdTOGBter Libniy, ii ^reu in hi* lift 
by Loid Hoiles, whidi wai one of the Aw Itntamina conlribiiteid by that gnat 
entiquory tawaml* a Scottish Biographical Dictionary. Lord Uailee rapreeeoU 
the TOnity of Boyd oi haring been lery gt«at; but it i« obriou* that he could 
ofler 01 high iooenee to othen ai to hiiuelf. He bu the hoidihood to compli- 
nent the peaceful JouMi VI. a« wpcnor to PalLu or Man : in anothtr ^ooe, he 
■peala of that nuHiarcfa oi hanng diitinguiihed himoelf at battlea and oiegea. It 
ii well known Ihat neither the pmioe nor the loct* w«re tnie ; and we con only 
account for eudi iaordinote doltery, by uippoaing, what there ii tcoUy much 
reawn to belieTO, that pxnafyric in ihoee dayt wo* a matter of coune, and not 
expected to coctoin any truth, or even vraitembltmee. Thii theory reccirea 
•ome countansnoe from a ciicuuutanoe meDtiuned by Lonl Hoile*. Tlie dedica- 
tion, it Kcma, in which King Jamci wai ipoken of ai a hardy warrior, mm ori- 
ginally written for a real warrior; but Ifae name being aftervforia changed, il 
woi not tliought neeeMory to ^ter the praioe ; and m the good Solouon, who 
it mid to hare ihrunk from llw rery light of oold iron, Kandt f<ntb aa a oecond 
AgfuneniDDii. 

BOYD, RoBDiT, of Trochrigan emlnentdiTineof the Mrenlaeiith oentury, me 
bom at Gltugowin 1579. He woi the loaof Joom* Boyd,"Tulcfaa»«rchbiitiop*' 
of Ghugow, and Margaret, daoghler of Jomei Chalmen of Gaitgirth, chief of that 
Dimfk On (be death of hii father, which happened when he waa only three 
yean oM, hi* eaotber retired to the fawly Roideaoe in Aynhii*, and Boyd, 
along with Thomai, bii younger brother, woi in due time nut to the granunar 
icliool of the county town. From thence be wai lemored to the uDiT«nity <rf 
Edinburgh, where he itudied philoeo^y under Mr Cbarlw Fenoe, (or Foirtiolni,) 
one of the regenti, ud afterwaidi dirinity under the celebiatod Robert HoUock. 
In eoiapliaiioe witt the cmtom of the timea, be then went abroad for the pur- 
poie of pumiing hii iludiea, and France woi deitined to b« the fint ^here of 
hii luefulneii He taught rarioui departnienti of literature in the acfaooli of 
Tour and MtHitauban, at the 6rft of whidi placee he became acquainted with 
the famoui Dr RiTCt. In 1G04, he wia ordained paHor of the church at Ver- 
teuil, and in 1606 he wni appointed one ot the ProfeeMn in the unirenity of 
Saumur, which hod been founded in 1S93, by the amiable Phihp de Momay, 
better known by the title of Du PlemiL Boyd alio diicharged the dutiei of a 
paitor in the church it the lame town, and, lOon after, became ProfeaMir of 
Divinity. Ai he had now the. intention of remaining l<a aonie yean abroad, he 
bethought Iiitnielf of entering into the manied ilate, and baring met with "an 
honest virgin of t)ie family of Malirera," myi Wodrow, " he aought her parenta 
for their oonMnt, who having reoalTod a latiifactory tai^moaial of the nobility 
of hii birti, and the competency of hii eitJLto, they earity yielded, and ao be 
to«4E her to wife, with tlie good liking of the chunb and tlM univetaity, who 
hoped that by lliii roeani he would be fixed among tbetn, lo oi nerer to enter- 
tnin Ihougliti of returning to Scotland to Nttle there.'! But in thii they were 
toon diiappointed, for king Jomei baring heard through levwal noblemen, i^ 
lotioni of i>Ir Hoyd, of hii worth and talenti, oflered him the principalahip <rf 
tlie univenity of Ulaigow, 

The dutiu of principU in that college were, by the charter of thii monarch, 
not oonGned eren to thriee connected with that inititution. He wai required to 
teach theology on one day, and Hebrew and Syriac the next, alternately ; but 
Ihis wu not ^L TIte temporalitiei of the rectory and ricoiage of Goran bad 
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been aunexed to it, under Iba condition thai the principal should preach on 
Sundnjr in the diurch of that parish. Under these circumstancM, it could nvl 
be expected that Mr Boyd could hare much leiture to premeditnle hit lecturei. 
Wodrow infoimi lu, that he did not read them, " but utUrod all in a continued 
ditcouiM, without any hesilntion, and with a« much oaM and freedom of speech. 
•■ the moA eloquent dirine ia nont to delirer hii lenuons in hii mother tongue." 
It will be temembered, that the prelection* were then delireied in Latin, nnd 
Principal Baillie, who studied under Air Boyd, mention! that, at a distance of 
thirty yean, the tean, the lolemn tohi, and the ardour of the deiirea produced 
by the Fiincipol'i Latin prnyen, ivere itill freih in hii memory.' 

From tin aMimilation which woi then rapidly taking place to tile eplicopalioi 
form of diuidi gOTemment, Mr Boyd fell hii utuation peculiarly unpleuani 
He eouU not acquieece in the deciiioni of the Perth nssembly, and it could not 
be expected that he would be allowed to retain hii office under any other condi' 
tion than that of conipliruiceL He therefore preferred voluntarily resigning hii 
office, and retiring to his country reiidence. Soon after this period, ha was ap> 
pointed Principal of the luUTonity of Itdinburgh, and one of t2ie minitten of 
that dty ; but there he h'Bs not long allowed to ramain^ His mojeity iniisted 
upon hii compliance with the Perth aiticlei, and an intimaUon t« that etTect 
haring been made to him, he refuted, and, to use the quaint eiprewion of the 
liirtorion, "iwa took fais leave of them." He was now ordered to confine hinv- 
lelf within the bounds of Camck. His last appointment wai to Paisley, bill 
quarrel soon occurred with the widow of the Earl ol' Abercmn, who had lately 
turned papist, and thii was a source of new distren to him. Naturally of a 
weakly constitntion, and worn down by a seriei of misfortune!, he now laboured 
under a complication of diseases, whidi led to hii death at Edinburgh, whither 
he had gone to ciHitult the phyucians, on the Gth of January, 1637, in the 41flh 
year tf hii age. 

Of his woriu, few of wliioli are printed, tite largest and best known is his 
" Prslectione* in Epiitolam od Ephesioa." From the circumstances which oc- 
curred Id the latter port o( his life, he nai prerented getting it [»inled as he in- 
tended. After his death, a copy of the MS. was sent to Dr Hiret, who agreed 
with Chouet of Genera for the printing, but whan returning to that place with 
the MS. in his poaession, the ihip was token by the Dunkiricers, and the work 
wot seiied by some Jetuits, who would part with it "nee prece nee pretiot" 
Fortunately the original still remained, and it waa, after many delays, printed 
" Impensis Societatis Stationarionim," in 1658, folio. To the work is prefixed 
a memoir of the author, by Dr Biret ; but ns their acquaintance did not com- 
mence till 1&9S or 1509, there are seTeial errors in his account of the earlier 
port of Boyd's life, all of wUch Wodrow has with great industry and accuracy 
corrected. TTie only other proee woA of Mr Boyd, erer published, is his 
"Monita de filii nii pHmogeniti Inilitutione, ex Autfaorii MSS, autogrBjAi* per 
R(obertmD) Sfibbald), M. a edita," 8vo, 1701, The style of this work, accord- 
ing to Wodrow, is pure, the system perspicuous j and prudence, obterratioa, and 
piety, appear throughout Besides theae, the " Hecotombe ad Cbriitum," the 
ode to Dr Sibbald, and the laudotory poem on king Jamei, m in print. The 
two first are printed in tile " Delidn Poetarum Soolonim." The Hecatombe bat 
been imprinted at Edinbur^ in 1701, and subsequently in the " Poetaium 
Bcotorum Mus» Socne." The terset to lung James hare been printed in 
Adatnton't " Muses' Welcome ;" and it It remarkable, that it seems to haTO been 
Blt<^eth«r orerlodced by Wodrow. All theee poems justify the opinion, that had 

< Bodii PneleetiOTMs in Epiit. ad Epb«. Pr*rat. sd Leclorcm. 
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Boyd derotod mora of hit ottentioD ta the eompoiition of Latin poetry, ba might 
lure eKoell«d in that elegant oceomplishiiienL 

In the time of Wodrotr, wTeiB] MSa. nill remainod in the pOMOMion of the 
ramilf of lYochrig', coniiiting of Sennoni in Eng'liih and fWndi, bii Philo- 
tbecii, m kind of obituary, extracts from which hare lately been printed in the 
•ecood part of the Miicellaiiy of the Bannatyne Club. Hii life hai been written 
St greU length by the irenerabls biitorian of the mfleringiof the Scottish church, 
already freqjenlly quoted. Tho«e who wiih to know more of thii learned man, 
than ttie limit* of our work will penni^ are refeirsd to the rery inlereating 
(erien of the Wodrow biogrsphie* in the library of the unirenity of Qlugow — 
article Boyd. 

BOYD, Ztaua.1, an eminent dirine and religioua miter of tbe wrenleeDth cen- 
tury, wsi bora before the year 1500, and waidncended from tbelhmily of the Boydi 
of Pinkell in Camck (Aynhire). He waa couain to Mr Andreir Boyd, bbhc^ of 
Argyle, and Mr Robert Boyd of Trochrig, wbooe memoin bare alrandy fa«en 
embodied in thi« woik. He received the nidiment* of hii education at the 
■chool of Kilmarnock, and paned through on ocadenucai coune in the college of 
QIaigow. About the year IS07, be bad finiitied his itudiei in hii nati>e coun> 
try. He then went abroad, and atudied at the college of Saumur in I<^-ance, 
under hii relation Robert Boyd. He wai appointed a regent in (bii Unirenily, 
in IGll, and iiiaid to have been offered tbe prindpalihip, which he declined. 
Acceding to hii own italement, be ipent lixteen yeati in Francs, during four of 
which he waa a preacher of the goipeL In coneequence of the penecution of 
the proteilanli, he wai obliged, in 16S1, to i«tum to bii Batitt country. Ha 
relate*, in one of hia •ermona, the following anecdote of the voyage : — " In tbe 
time of the I'Vench pereecution, I come by wa to Flanden, and a* 1 waa lailing 
from Flander* to Scotland, a feorfull tempeit arcee, Hhich mode our marinen 
raele to and fro, and (tagger like drunken men. In the mean time, there wai 
a Scoti papiK who lay near mee. While the ihip gaie a graat ihake, I obierred 
the nian, and after the Lord bad lent a calma I laid to him, ' Sir, now ye Me the 
weaknene of your religion ; a* Icng aa yee are in proaperitie, yee try to thii 
•oinct and that loinct : in our great danger, 1 beard yee cry often, Iiord, Lord ; 
but not n word yee ipake of our Lady,' " On hii reodung Scotland, he further 
informi ui that ha " remained a ^ace a priTate man at Edinburgh, with Doctor 
Sibbold, the gluy and honour of all the phytitiani of our land,'' AAerwardi, 
be lived HicceiiiTely under tbe protection vf Sir William Scott of Elie, and of 
the Marqui* of Hamilton and bii lady at Kinneil ; it being then the &ihion for 
piotH perioni of quality in Scotland, to retain one clergytnan at leaat, ai a mem- 
ber of their houiehdd. In 1623, be w^e appointed miniiler of ibe large dii* 
Irict in the niburbi at Gla^ow, ityled the Borany Fariih, for ithich the orypti 
beneath the cathedral diurch then lerred a* a place of vronhip ; a icene well 
Atted by it* aepulchral gloom, to add to the imprenirenen at hii Colnniitic elo- 
quences In thii diarge he continued all the remainder of bii life. In the year* 
1634-35 and 45, he filled tbe office of Rector of the Univenity of Gln^ow; an 
office which appean from iti conttituency to bare then been rsry honourable. 

In 1G99, Mr Zacbary — to u«e the common mode of deugnnting a clergyman 
in that age— published his principal prou w(^ '' Tbe Lait Battell of the Soule 
in Death; wberebj are ihoxn the direne ikirmi^ee that are between th« Mule 
of man on hi* death-bed, and the enemiei of our nlration, carefully digeated for 
the comfort of the Sicke, by &rc. Printed at Edinburgh for the beirea of Andro 
Hart." Thii ii one of the few ^ou* woriu not of a controrenial natura, pro- 
duced by the Scottiih church before a very recent period ; and it ii by no meoni 
tlie meanest in the liit It ii of a dramatic, or at leoit a ccnTenationol form ; 
and the drameUit pertorut, mirh m. "Paitour, Sicke Man, Splrituall Friend, 



.y Google 



ZACHABY BOYD. 



SOI 



Carnftl fU«nd, S«diai), Mic)iM],» &&, p«taia Uwir parti with luch ipirit, at io 
■liow, in connexion willi bii otber woiki or the lilie nature, Uiat he might have 
exoelled in a depsitnMnt of profane literatui«, few wliidi, no doubt, he enter- 
tained the grealtM lioiror, namely, writing- for tlie itagie. The first Ttdume of 
the work ii dedicated, in an Engliih addrea to King Cluilea L, and then in a 
FVench one, to hia crauort Henrietta Maria. It isyi much for the dexterity of 
Mr Zachary, that he inKxibea a religioui work to a Catholic Princeia, without 
any painful reference to her own unpopular faith. He dedicate! the aeeocd 
Tolume to the ElectraM Palatine^ daughter of Jame* VI., and addi a (hort piece, 
which he ityle* ber " Lamentationi for the death of her ion," who wai drowned 
while croaaing in a ferry-boat to AnMerdani. The extraragant grief which be 
deicribei in thii little work ii highly amudng. It itiikei him that the ElectraM 
must hare coneaiTed a riolent antipathy to water, in coniKquenoe of the mode ttf 
ber aon*! death, and he theieroie makei her conclude her huoentatuma in the 
following iliain ; 

" O cuned waten < O waten of Marsh, full bitter are yee to tne ] O element 
which cf all other* tball be moft deleitable to my aoule, / a/iall never lauA 
•nSru kande tailh thee, but I ehall remember vhat thou haet done to my beet 
beloved tonne, the darling of my aoul.' / ehall for ever be a friend to the 
itre, which ie thy greateet foe. Away riren I away aeaa I Let ne aee you no 
■nore. If yee were lenaible craaturea, my dear brother Chariei, Prince of the 
European leas, ihould acourge you with hi* royal abipt ; vith hie thundering 
ciamoni, he ihould pierce you to the bottom. 

" teai of lorTowe*, fearful! floodes, O tumbling tempett), wilfull warei, 
anelling lutget, wicked waters, dookful deepei, O fearteat pooles, O botch* 
fill butcher boatea, wai there no mercy among you for luch an hopefull Prince ? 
that 1 ODuld refrains from tearea, and that becauee they are ealt like your- 
lelvee !" &c 

Childiih as this language ii in spirit, it is petbapa in a* good taite a* most of 
Ibe elegies produced either by this or by a later age. 

Mr Zachary appears to hare been naturally a high loyalist. In 1633, when 
Charles I. risited his natiTe dominions, to go through the ceremony of his corona- 
tioD, Mr Zachary met him, the day after that solemnity, in the pordi of Holy- 
rood Palace, and addressed him in n Latin oration couched in the most exalted 
strains of panegyric and affection. He afterwards testified this feeling under 
circumstances more apt to test its sincerity. When the attempt to impose Ibe 
episcopal Diode of worship upon Scotland, caused the majority uf the people to 
iinite in a corenant for the purpose of maintaining the former system, the nbole 
tit the indiriduals connected with Glo^ow college, tt^ther with Mr Zachary, set 
thenuclTes against a document, whidi, howaTCr weU-meant and urgently neces- 
sary, was certainly apt to become a stumbling-block in the subsequent proceed- 
ings of the country. These dirines reMlred rather to yield a little to the Hisbes 
of tUeir aoTereign, than fly into open rebeUion against him, Mr Robert Baillie 
paid them a risit, to induce them to subscribe the covenant, but was not success- 
fill: " we left them," uya he, "resolredto celebrate the Conununion on Paseb 
in the High Chun^, Imeeling."^ litis must have been about a month after the 
subscription of the covenant bad commenced. Soon aflemaids, moat of these 
recusants, including Mr Zachary, found it necessary to conform, for where the 
majority is very powerful or very violent, no minority can exist. Bailiie says, 
in a subsequent letter,* " At our townsmen's desire, Mr Andrew Cant and Hr J. 
Rutherford were sent by the nobles to preach in the High Kiik, and receive the 
oatha of that people to the oovenanL Lord EgUnloune was appointed to be a 
> llBilliB's Leltan, I, 46. > Ibid. 1,66. 
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■itiMM there. With many ftiigfaaod tov, by all ihat people the CMth watnuide. 
Proroit, bailiei, couDcil, aO, except three men, held up Iheir handi ; Mr Zacha- 
riot, and Mr John Bell younger, ha* put to their biiida. The College, it ia 
Ibougtit, nill Hilwcribe, and ulnioat all who relmed before." 

Thou^ Boyd wm henceforth a tailhful odhennt of thii famoui bond, h* did 
not take the mum MlJra ihare with fome of hi* brethren, in the military proceed- 
ing! by which it wu Mpported. While BaiUie and othen folloned tb« army, 
" ai the fathion wai, with a iword and pair of Dutch piatol* at thetc laddle*,*^ he 
nnuined at hoate in the peaceful exerciie of hii calling, and wai oonteut to 
tympathlM in their iuccmm* by heanay. He celebnted the fight at Newbum- 
ford, Auguit S8, 1640, by which the Scottish covenanting army gained poMe*- 
■ion of Newcaide, in a poem of iixt«en Sto. pogei, which is writt«it, however, 
in Mch a homely ityle of venificBtion, Ihat we would luppoM it to he amoog; the 
very enrlieat oi hit poetical eRbiU. It opens with a panegyric on the TiOorioui 
Ledy, and then prooeedi to defoibe the battle. 

The Sceti cuuunu powdsT and ball did ipinr. 

Which with («rTor tba Canterbnriam ilew. 

Bab nuhed at random, which moM fearfully 

Hanaeed U bnak the portali «f the tky. 



The piitol buUeto were ahnott aa bad u the cannon ball). Tbey — 

In iquadroni came, lik« fire and Ihonder, 

Men^i heart! and haadi both for to pierce and plundari 

To bathe men's boeomB In ■ icariet flood 
At kit comes the wail for the (alien — 

In thli conflict, which wai a great pitle. 
Wo lort the eon of Sir Patifek Makfls. 

Id IS13, he published a mon DieM work !n his "Groises, Comforts, and 
Councels, needfull to be oonsSdered and carefiilly to be laid up in the hearts of 
the Godly, in these boyiterous broiles, and bloody times." We also find from 
the titles of many «f his manuscript discourses that, with a diligent and aHection- 
ate zeal for the spiritual edificatiwi of the people under his charge, he had im- 
proved the remarkable events of the time as they sueceadvely occurred. 

That tiie reluctance of Mr Zadiary to join the Corenantera did not arise from 
timidity of nature, seems to be proved by an inddent whidi ocoured at a later 
period of his life. After the death of Charles I. it is well known that the Scot- 
tish presbyteriana made a gallant eftbrt to sustvn the royal ontbonty against the 
triumphant party of independents. They invited home the son of the late king, 
and rendered him at least the limited monardi of Scotland. Cromwell, having 
crossed the Tweed with an army, overthrew the Scottiah forces at Dunbar, Sep- 
tember 3, 1 6 60 ; and gained possession of the southern pMtion of the country. 
QIaagoiT was, of course, exposed to a visit from thii unscrupulous adversary. 
" CramweU," says BaiUie, " with the whole body of his army, comes peaceably to 
Glasgow. The magistrates and ministers all fied away; 1 got to the isle of 
Cupiray, with my Lady Montgomery, but left all my family and goods to Crorn- 
weU's courtesy, whidi indeed whs great, fbr he took such measures with the tol- 
• BsIUIb'i Letters, I, IT4. 
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dien, that tbey did ten diiplMture at Gh*govi Hum if they had be«n at London, ' 
though Mr Zachary Boyd railed on them all to their very face in the High 
Church." This nsi on the 13th of October, and we kara from a numiMcii^ 
note upon the preacfaer'i own bible, that the chnpter which he expounded on 
this occasion, wai the eighth of the bo«dc of DimieL In thii u detailed tlie 
Tiiion of the ram with two homt, whkli ii at fint poweriul, but at length otbt- 
comeand trampled down by a h»fost ; being an allegory of the d«Mruction of 
the king! of Media and Penia by Alexander of Macedon. It it erident that 
Hr Zadiary endeavoured to ezland the parable to exiiting circumitancea, and of 
ooune made out Cromwell to be the he-goat. The pnadier funher chose for 
a text Ihe following panage in tlie Fialm^ " But I ai a deaf man heard not ; 
and 1 was as a dumb man that openeth not his mouth. Tbui I wsi as a man 
(hat benreth not, and in whose monili ue no reproof. For in thee, Lord, 
do 1 hope ; thou wilt hear, O Lord my Giod," — Pt, xxxriii, 13, 14, 15. This 
sermon was probably by no means faithful to it« l«xt, for certainly Mr Zadiary 
was not the man to keep a mouth dear of refovoft when be saw occasion for 
blame. Tbe expotition, at least, was so full of bitter allusions to the sectarian 
General, that one of his officers is reported (o hare whispered inlo his ear for 
permission "to pistol tbe scoundreL'' Cromwell had more hmnonity and good 
sense than to accede to such a request " No, no," said be, " we will manage 
him in another way,'' He asked Mr Zachary to dina witJi him, and gained his 
respect by the ferrour of the derotions in which he spent the evening. It is 
snid that tbey did not finish their mutual exerdse till tlu«e in the morning.* 

Mr Zachary did not long surrire this incidenL He died about the end of the 
year, 1653, or the beginning of L654, when the famous Hr Donald Cat^It was 
appointed his successmr. " In the conscientious discharge of his duty as a 
preacher of God's word, which lie had at the same-time exercised wiA humility, 
he seems whether in danger or out of it, to have been animated uith a heroic 
firmness. In a mind sudi as his, so richly stCRed with the noble examples fur- 
nished by sacred history, and with such a deep sense of the responiibility attached 
to his office, we are prepared to expect tbe some consistency of principle, and 
deduonof conduct inadmonishingmen, eren of the mostexalledranli. • > " 
We hare erery reason lo suppose tliat the tenor of his ctmduct in life became I 
high office of whidi he made profession. From the sternness with whid) he 
censures mauneia and customs preraleut in society, the conforming to many 
which could incur no moral guilt, it is to be presumed that he was of the most 
rigid and austere doss of dirinea. • *- * yf^ are ignorant of any of the 
circumstances aUending his last moments, a time peculiarly interesting In the 
llA of erery man ; but from wluit we know of him, we may venture to say, with- 
out the ha^rd of an erroneous conclusion, tliat his stole of mind, at the trying 
hour, was that of a firm and dieeiful expectation in the belief in the great doc- 
trines of Christianity, which he bad so earnestly inculcated, both from the p 
pit and the press, with the additional comfort and support of a long and labo- 
rious life in his Master's service^ About tnenty-live years before his death, he 
was MO near the rerge of the grave, that his friends haJd made the neceauiry pre- 
paration for his winding sheet, ichidi he aAernaids fotmd among his books. 
He seems to have recorered fi-oca the disease with a reneu-ed detenninotion to 

4 The Bccurnla editor of a naiT sdillon at " The Last BuUell of (he Soule," ( GISMon, 
ISSI,) tram whOH memoir of Mr Zschory most of these facia are taken, bUmes Mr BslUIa 
ill my opinion, uiyuitly. Tor iiaving Ded on lh[> ocouion, nhJle Mr Zachsry hid Llie supe- 
rior CDungs 10 remain. It should Iw rwdlected that Mr bslllie hod pBrtfcular reason In 
dread the vengfUice of Cromnell antl liii army, having been one of llie principal Indlvi. 
duals nmeemcd in the bringing home of llie King, and coniEiiueiill}' Id the provocWion of 
the present oar. 
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employ the ramundor of hii life in tlie cauw to wliifli ho bad bom imrioudy 
d«Tot«d : be punoed peneTsringly to neu ita temunstion, dii* happy coune, 
and jiut lind to complete on eitentiTO nuntuoipt work, bearing for it* tit)*, 
' The Notable plaoei «f the Scripture expounded,' at tlie end of vhich lie adili. 
In a tremuloua and indiitinct hand- writing, 'Heere the author ira* neere hia 
end, and m* able to do no mors, March 3d, 1653.' ''* 

Mr Zadiary had been twice married, Rrit, to Eliiabeth Fleming-, of whom no 
memorial ia preferred, and secondly, to Maigaret Mure, third daughter of Wil- 
liam Mure of Glanderaton, ( near Neilaton, Renfremfaire.) By neither of bii 
wiree had he any oflipring. The Mcond wife, aurriring him, married for her 
•econd huiband the oelebnted Dmhiuii, author of the Commentary on Bie Re- 
flation — to whom, it would appear, ihe had betrayed aome partiality eten 
in her firat husband's lifetimes There it a tradition^ anecdote, that, when Mr 
Zsehary waa dictating his latt will, his ipouae made one modest request, namely, 
that he would bequeath aomething to Mr Duitinin. He anawered, with a aaicaatic 
reference to henelf, " I'll lea' him what I canna keep frae him.'' He seems to 
have powessad an oatonMhing quantity of woridly goods fur a Scottish cleigy' 
man of dint period. He had lent eleren thousand merka to Mure of Rowallan, 
fire tbouaond to the Ettil of Glencoini, and ax thousand to the Earl of Loudon ; 
which stima, with rarious others, swelled his whole property in money to >£1597 
Scot*. This, after the deduction of ceitain expenses, was divided, in terms of 
hia wiU, between his relict and the college of Glasgow. About £30,000 Scota is 
Bud to hare been the sum realiad by the College, beridei his library and man* 
uaeript compoaitions ; but it is a mistake (hat he made any stipulation aa to the 
p<d>lieation of his writings, or any part of tbem. To this splendid legacy, we 
appear to be t^iefly indebted for the present elegant buildings of the College, 
whidi were mostly erected under the can of Principal Gillespie during the 
period of Ae Common wealtli. In gratitude (or the luunificent gift of Mr Zacfiary, 
a bust of hi* figure waa erected orer the gateway within ibe court, with an apprO' 
priate inscription. There is also a portrait of him in the Dirinity Hall of the 
College. Nineteen works, chiefly devotional and teligioua, and none of then of 
great extent, were published by Mr Zachary during his lifetime ; but these btne 
a amall proportion to his manuacript u-ritings, which are no leas than eighty-aix 
in number, chiefly comprised within thirteen quarto rolumes, written in a rery 
cleee hand, apparently for the press. Beaidea those contained in the thirteen 
rolumea. are three oUien — "Zion's Flowen, or Christian Poems for Spiritual 
Edification." 9 roll. Ito. " The English Academie, containing precepts and 
purpose for the weal both of Soul and Body," 1 toL ISmo. and "llie Four 
Erongels in English rerse.*' 

"Mr Boyd nppeara to hare been a sdiolar of rery considerable learning. He 
composed In Lifltin, and his qualilications in that language may be deemed 
respectable. Hia woika also bear the eridenee of his having been possessed of 
a critical knowledge of Ihe Greek, Hebrew, and other languagea. Aa a preae 
writer, he will bear comparison with any of the Scottish dirinee of the same age. 
He is auperior to Hutberford, and, in general, more grammatically conect than 
even Baillie himself, wlio was justly esteemed a very learned man. His style 
may be considered excellent for the period. Of his chancteristica as a writer, 
his originality of thought is pniticularly striking. He discuaws many of hia aub- 
jecia with spirit and ingenuity, and there ii much which must be ncknottledgcd 
aa flowing from a rigorous intellect, and a fervid, and poetical imagination. This 
latter tendency of his geniiB ia at oU times awake, and from which may be 
Infaired his taate for metaphor, and lore of colouring, so conspicuous in his 
* Ufa praGied to naw edition or"Tbe Last BaUslI of the ijoali." 
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wiitingi. He tu 
and, in niBDj c 

pouted. Widi eiteniirB poiren of graphic delineatioii, Iw ii an imtnictlM and 
intMMting' writar, though dntUlitg too much upon nuDuta citcumMaiicM. H« 
Menu DatUTolly to hare beoQ a man of an agreeable terapeiament, and u s mhw 
•«^uBnm, at timei, blendi, with the nibject on whicL he dilatei, a daih of hii 
own good nature, in lome humoroui and wittr obeenationi. Hii irony, often 
weU-timed and weU4unied, comet down with the force of illuitration, and the tneH 
of larcaftic rebuke. A clote obaarrer of mankind and their actiont, the judg- 
ment he fbnnt retpecting them, it that of a ibiewd, lagacioua, and penetrMing 
mind. Like a ikilful matter of hit profeaion, he ditcoran an intimate know, 
ledge of the manifold, and lecret w<^ungi ot the deprarity of the fatmian 
henrt ; and though some of the ditdoturei of ila wicke^ien may not be con- 
reyed in the mott poliibed termt, we commend the honecty and nmplicity of 
hii he«M, who had inTariably followed the good old practice of a lincera and 
wfaoletome plainnees. Hit prayen breathe the warm and powerful ilralnt of a 
denitional mind, and a rich Tain of feeling and piety runt tlirougb the matter 
of all hit meditstiottt. We hare now to notice Mr Boyd iu the diaracter in 
whiidi he hat hitherto been bett knonn to the world, DAinely, in that of a poet. 
One of bit moit popular attempt! to render himaelf terviceable to hit country wai 
in prapariog a poetJcal renion of the Bo<jk of Fiakne for the uie of the diurdi. 
It had been prenout to 1616 that be engaged in this, at the Aaiembly of 1647, 
when appointing a committee to examine Houi'i Tenion, whidi had been trant- 
mitted to them by the Aitembly at Weetmintter, 'recommended them to OTeil 
themidTei of the pialter of Rowallan, and of Mr Zachary Boyd, and of any 
other poetical writer).' It it ftirther particularly recommended to Mr Zachary 
Boyd to tninilate the other Scriptural Songt in metre, and to report hit traTBilt 
therain to the commimion of that Amambly : that after their examination thereof 
they may tend the tome to the pre^yteriea to be there contideied until tbe next 
General Aaembly. {Auimbiif Aett, Aug. S9, 1617.]' Mr Boyd complied 
with thit requeit, at the Aitembly, Aug. 10, 164S, 'lecommenda to Mr J<din 
Adamaon and Mr lliomat Cranfurd to reriie the labour* of Mr Zachary Boyd 
upon the otliM So-lptuie Songi, and to prepare a report tbeieof to the taid com- 
miaion for publidt afloin,* who, it It probable, had never giren In any ' report 
of thair laboint.* Of Iiit rei^on, Baillie hod not entertained a high opinion, at 
he lay*, ' Our good fi^end, Mr Zachary Boyd, hat put himeelf to a great deal of 
p^i and chargei to moke a paaller, but I erer warned bim hit hopei were 
groundlem to get it reoeired In our durchet, yet the flatteriea of hit unadrited 
neigfaboun maket him inntt in hit fruitleii deugn.' Iliere leemt to have been 
a party who did not underralue Mr Boydl laboun quite to mudi ot Baillie, and 
who, if pctmble, were determined to carry their point, at, according to Boillie's 
ttatemen^ ' Tbe Ftalmt were often rented, and tent to preibyteriet,' and, ' had 
it not been for iMne who bad mon regard .than needed to Mr Zachary Boyd'a 
ptalter, I think they (Roaft vertion) had patted through in die end of latt 
Aiiambly ; but thete, wilh almott all the refenncei from the fiKmer Atwmbliee, 
were remitted to the next' On 83d Norember, 1649, Boum Tewon, rerited 
and ImproTed, wat nuictioned by the commitson with authority of the General 
Aitembly, and any other dlichaiged from being uied in the diunshca, or itt 
families Mr Boyd wat thua dsprired of the honour to whidi he atpired with 
tome degree of raal, and It muit have been to himtelf and &iendi, a tource of 
contiderable diiappointmenU 

" Among other woriu, he produced two ToluDiet^ under the title of 'Zion't 
Flowen, or Chritlian Poenw for Spiritual! Edification,' and it it Ibeie which 
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an iMually riiown ni his 6ible, uid hat* i«eeiTed tfaat dedfpMion. These 
TolnmM coDiiit of a collection of poemt on wlect pibjedi in Scriptm* hntory, 
■udi M that of Joaiah, JephUia, Daiid and GoUah, &c renderad Into the dmna. 
tic fonn, in whidi Tariooa ' ^eaken > ara introduced, and nhera the promiDent 
fkcta of the Soipture nairatire are brought forward, and amplilied. We hare a 
pretty doae parallel to theae poenu, in the ■' Ancient MyiCeiiei " at the thiiteeolt 
and fourteenth eenturiea, and in the lacred dramai of aome modem Hritef*." 

The precsding oriticitni and focti iriiich we have taken the libeity to bmrow 
from Mr Neil,' fonn an able and judicioiH defence of the memory of thia ^itin- 
guiibed man. Ai booib ouriooity, however, may reoaonably be entertidned 
raepeetil^ oompoaitioni idiich exdted lo much ralgar and ridiculoua miM^pre- 
lentatlon, we dull make no apoh^^ for introducing lome qteciraeniof Mr Boydl 
poetry — both of that kind which aoema to huTe been dictated when hia PegMui 
woa careering Arough " the highest hearen of iii*eittion,n and of that other rat 
which would appear to bave been ooiteeiTed while the lacred chargO' waa canter- 
ing upiHi the mean aoil of thia nether worid, whidi it iomedmea did, I mual 
amlbaa, rery much after the Manner of the moat ordinary beait of burden. 
Tha following Morning Hymn for Christ, selected frtan hi* work entitled, ''The 
~ "' scarcely fail to conrey a respectful impnaiDB of the 



Engltdi Aeadamie, 

U Day Spring Imm on high, 

Cauaa past sway our nlglil ; 
CIsar Mist our momlBg ihy. 

And after aUns tbon brfghL 
Of Hgbll thou art the llgb^ 

Of rigtuaoiunos tlw lun ; 
Thy beam* they ars most brfgbl, 

TfamWh aU tha world lh«y run 
Tha day Ihou hwl begun 

Tlwu wilt ft dsarsr moke i 
Wa hope t* see thli Sun 

High in our Zodkk. 
O make thy momkig den 

Td fidi wIthDut all caase ; 
"Do thou such fkvoiir ahow 

Ai unto GMeon'i Aeeco. 



O, of all Itgbta though^ 

The Light that is moat trw, 
NowNuilah tbou our night. 
And itnl our light tanew. 
Tky faca BOW to a* thaw 

O son of Gad most dssr; 
O Moning Star, oioit trua, 
Make thou our darkoaaa daan 



And ua thy children iparv! 
Thy mardes thay an rare. 

If thay wars undantood; 
Wrath due to us thou bare. 

And for ua afaed thy blood. 
Like beasts they are moit rude. 

Thou most rerfytely good, 

EntinlylbrlaloTs. 
Ua make rnlnd tMags *bo*e. 

Even things that tnosl exceli ; 
Of Ihlna untainted ki*B, 

Give us tha BBCrad taaL 
O that wo light could aaa 

That sbinelh In thy A»! 
So. at the last, should wa 

Fnim glmy go to grace. 
Within thy EBcrsd plac* 

la only Inis csntant. 
Whan God's Men bee U flvs^ 



The daw of grace and peace, 

And y>jt cMsattar. 
Thk momlng we do otl 

Upon thy name dlrfns^ 
That thou ntnong ua all 

Causa thins Aurora ahfaw, 
htO ahadowB all dscllH, 

And wholly pass away^ 
That light which !■ dlrina. 

May br^ig t« ui our day, 
A day to ah las br aye, 

A day that la most brl^V 
A day that oner may 

BtJiJltwed vah a yughk 
< Ufa of Zachary Boyd, pieBaed lo tha Dsw EdltloD of kls'Laat Battellof theBonle." 
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O that our hmin ircra ipail, 

Among die mna of nan, 
Tu pralM th> OiDBtpcMDl, 

Amsn, yea, uid Ain«n I 

ITie ludicrous psnag«i ore not many in number, llie follairiD|; ii one wliidi 
Pennant fint presented to tlie world; being the soliloquy of J<aub within the 
lAalo^ belly ; taken from " ITie Flowen of Zioo :» — 

Han apprahanded I In prison ly ; 

What goods iTlll ransom my captliity F 

Wlist house is (his, wfaere'i nellher cool nor candla 

Whore I nothing but guta of flshes hondla ? 

I and my Uble an both hare within. 

When day neera da^nied, when Bunne did naTer shine. 

The like of this an earth man neiar WW, 

A living man wltliin ■ mouitar'g mav. 

Buried undor mountiins which are high and iteep, 

Fionged under waters hundroth fathoms deep. 

Kot u waa Meah in liis house of bee. 

Pur through a window ha the light did sea ; 

Hee sailed above the higbnt wstos — a wonder ; 

1 and my boat are all the walen under; 

Hee ill his ark might goe and also cotbo, 

But 1 Bit Bill) in such a jtrailened nwme 

Ai is most uncouth, head and feet together. 

Among such grease as would a thousand smother. 

I lind 110 way now ftr my shrinking hence, 

Bui heere to lie and die for mine otTence ) 

Eight prisoner! were in Noah's hulk tngethar, 

Comfortable they wen^ each one to other. 

In all the earth like unto mae is none, 

Kar from all lliing, I heere lye alone. 

Where I enlomlwd in melonoholy sink, 

Choaki, iuffbca', be. 

And It is itrufB that, ImmediMely aiUr this grotesque desiTiption of his situa- 
Uon, P^;sst> again sM»nd«, and Jonah begins a prayer t« God, oonceired In a 
fine strain of deTotion. 

BROWN, Jusu. a traveller tmd sdiolar of some eminence, wu the son ol 
JanMS Brovm, M. D, who published a translation of two " Orationi of Iiocratea," 
wilhoot hU name, and iriw died in 1733. The subject of thu article was bom 
at Keko, May SSd, 1709, and was educatMl at Westminster School, where he 
made freat proficiency in the I^n and Greek clasdci. In the year 1733 
when \tm than fourteen year* of age, be acoompanied his father to Coutantil 
nople, where, having naturally an apUtude for the acquisition of language he 
made himself a profideot in Tmfcish, modem Greek, and lalian. On his' re. 
turn in 17S6, be added the Spanish to the other languago which be had already 
mastered. About 1733, he was the means of otwunencing the publication of 
the London DireKory, a work of vast uUlity in the mercantUe worM, and which 
has since been imitated in aknost every coniidarable town in the empiia; After 
having laid the foundation of this undertaking, he tntnafened his interest in it 
to Ut Henry Kent, a printer in Finch-Lane, ComhiL, who carried it on ibr 
many yeaw, oiid erentualiy, through ita meana, acquired a fortune and an estate. 
In 1741. Brown entered into an engagement with twentyHfour of the principal 
merdianls in London, to act as their nhiof nimii (i> i^w—,,;^.. . j. .. ™ 



act as their chjef agent in carrying on a trade, throu^ 
BuHJa, with Pewia. Having tiaralled to that «Hinl»y by die Wolga and £e 
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Cwpiaii Baa, be Mtablubed a &cU*y it RMhd, wh«n ha cwitiniwJ seiriT Amb 
f MUK Dining Ihii time, be tnvellad Id rtMe to Ibe <amp of lbs famow Kooli 
iOian, wilb a letter whJdi had baen tnutaaittad to him by Georg* IL for that 
moDBrdL He aba leDilered himaelf wdi a proficteat in'tbe Fonio langnapi, la 
b> be able, on bit return, to compile a copiou* dictioBarjr and gmmaar, with 
nuuiy curiout •pedmeni of Pentc literature, which, homrer, vrMnewpubliAed 
A aenia of tbe dangenxii utuation of the Mittlemeiit, and bii diailiifiii tliiii with 
■ome of hia ecnployer*, were tbe cauie* of hii return ; and fail remonatrsnoM on 
tiMM Mibjecti wen ipeedily found to be ju«t, by Ibe bctory being plundend of 
property to the amount of L.80,00(), and a period being put to tbe Penian 
trade. From hii return in 1716 to bii death, whidi took place in fail booN at 
Btoka Newington, Norember SO, 1788, he appean to bare lived in retirement 
upon bia fortune. In the obituary of IIm Qenilemaii'i Hagaancw be ii diaiao- 
leriaed a* a perem of rtrict integrity, unaflbiMd piety, and exalted but muMten- 



BBOWN, Jdhh, author of tbe " Self-Inletprating Bibk," and many popular 
teligiooi wralci, wai bom in the year 178S at Carpow, a village In tlie paridi 
of Abemelby and county of Perth, Hii father, for the graateet part of faia lUa^ 
followed the bumble occupatioa of a wearer, and wai entii«ly daMitute of the 
advantage* of regular education, but, nerettbtleai, eeemt to have been a man o( 
niperits intelligence and worth, and even to have pommed •ome poRicm of that 
wol in the punuit of knowledge, and Ifaat facility in acquiring it wilboiit the Mdt 
nary helpa, which hia aon lo largely inherited. In conaequence at tbe drcnn^ 
■lancet <^ hia parenti, John Brown wai able to ipend but a very lindled time at 
■chool in acquiring tlie okmeDU of reading, writing, and arithmetic " One 
moiilb,'* he tuw himielf toU ui, " without hit pannfi allowance, ha bettowed 
upMt I^tin.n Hit Ihint for knowledge wat inlente, and excited him even at 
Ihii early period to extraordinary diligence in all depaitmenlt of ttudy, but 
particularly to religloui culture. The i^ong direction a! bit mind from the be- 
ginning to icholarthip in general, and to that kind of it mwe ckeely oumected 
with divinity in particular, teemt to have early tuggetled to hit mother the poe- 
■ibility of hit one day finding aoope for the indulgence of hit taite in Ibe aarrice 
of the church, and made ber often picture, in the vifiou of materaal fandnaa, 
the day when die diould, to we hM own bomely expiemion, " tee tbe onwi dy- 
ing over her baim'i kirk." 

About the eleventh year of bit age be wat deprived by death of hit father, and 
toon after of hit mother, and wai himaelf reduced, by four tocoeMve attadn of 
fever, to a rtate wbidi made it pRibable that be wat about ^leedily to join hit 
parent* in the grave. But having recovered from tUi illncM, he had the good 
fortune to find a friend and protector in John Qgibie, a ibepbwd veaeraUe dw 
age, and eminent for piety, iriio fed bit Aodc among tbe nel^bouring noontainii 
lliii worthy individual wot an elder ot the pariA of Abemethy, yet, tfaougfa a 
pencu of intelligence and religion, wat lo dertitote of education at lo l>e unaUe 
even to read — a drcontfance ithkb may appear ttntige to thoae accurtomed to 
hear of lb* univenal diflUon of elMnentary education among the Sooltiih 
peaiontry, but which ii to be accounted for in tUi cate, at in that of Ihe elder 
Brown, by the diiordered itate of all the tocial inititutioni in Soutlasd previoui 
to the dote of tbe wventeenth century. To lupply hli own defideacy, Ogilvie 
woi glad to engage yoong Brown to aalit him in leading hii fiodc, and read to 
him during tbe intervali of comparatiTa inaction and repote whldi hia occupa- 
tioo alDnded, To acreen themeelvet from tb«.itonn and the beat, thay built a 
tittle lodge among the hillt, and to tbit their mountain tabemaeU Qaag after 
pointed out under thii name by tbe pemanta) they frequmtly repaired t* oel». 
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bmto Uwir pMtonl derotlraii. Often " the wiUemeM ud the •oliUry plus 
mm gUA for them, and tha d«Mit cejMced enn with joy ud unging'." 

En long it happened that Ogilria tetired from his otxupstion u a ibepberd, 
and aettled in the torn of Abemethy. In coiuequence of thk change, young 
Bromi Mitered the aerrice of a aeigbbouring &niiar, who main tei n ed a mora 
numeiauc eatablithment than hi* fonner frieii4 Tbit itep he lamenta as haring 
been fhllowed by much practioal spoetasy from God, and showed itMlf in a tenai- 
ble decline of relJgioua attaimnentg, and a general lukewamuiea in religious 
duty, StiU, howerer, durii^ the season of boduliding which be himself lan 
reaaon thus to deplore, his external charaeter was remarkably distinguished by 
many Tutues, and especially by the rare and truly ChriitiBn grace of meekneM. 
Id the year 1793, four miuitten of the Ourdi of Scotland, among whom was 
Mr MoncrieiT of Abemethy, dadared a leoeMion from its judicatures, eUegittg a« 
their r«aaan( for taking thia Kep the following list of grierancea; " The sof- 
fennce td error without adequate cenaute ; the infringement of the riglits of the 
Quistian people in the dioioe and lettlanient of ministwa under the law of • 
patronage ; the neglect or mloxation of discipline ; tha restramt of ministerial 
freedom in oppoeing mat-adminiattation, and the nfiaal of the prerailing party 
to be reclaimed." To this body our young shepherd eoriy attached himself; and 
ventured to oonoeire the idea of one day becoming a shepherd of souls in that 
connection. Ha accordingly prosecuted hia itudiea with intzeaaing todour and 
diligence, and began to attain MHuiderable knowiedge of Ladn and Greek. 
Theee acquiaitioni he made entirely without aid from o^rt, except that be was 
able occasionally to inntdi an hour when the flocks were folded at noon, in order 
to seek the solution of audi difficulties aa hti unaided efTorts could not matter, from 
two neighbouring cle^^ymen — the one Mr Moncrieff* of Abemethy, iriio has juat 
been mentioned as one of the founders of ifaeSeceaaioD, and the other Mr Johnstonof 
Amgask, father of the late TenembleDrJduittonofNoith-Leith; both of whom 
were rery obliging and conununicslJTe, and to<^ gre>t interast in promoting 
the progrea of the rtudioua riiejdierd-bay. An anecdote has been preserred of 
this part of his life and studies which deserres to be mentioned. He had now 
acquired so mudi knowled^ of Greek as enoouraged him to hope that he might 
at length be prepared to reap the richest of all towards which claMical learning 
oould confer on him, the capacity of reading, in the <mginal tongue, the bleaed 
New Testament of our Lord and Sarioiir Jesus Christ Pull of this hope, he 
became anxious to poMcsa a copy of the iUToluable ralume. One night, accord- 
ingly, haWng folded his flodis in nfety, and his fellow-ebepherd, n^ose aenti- 
■oentt towards him were now those of friendship and reneration, baring under* 
taken to dijcbarge his paslanl duties for the succeeding day, be set out on 
a midnight-journey to St Andrews, a distance of twenty-fbur milet. Haring 
reached his destination in the morning, be repaired straightway In tbe nearest 
bookaeller, and asked for a copy of the Qreek New TeatamenL The master of 
the shop, though, situated as he was in a prorindal Scottish Unirenity, be must 
bare been aocustinned to hear kkJi books inquired for by youths whose appear- 
ance and habiliments were none of the most ciriliied, was neTortheless somewliat 
astonished by sudt an application bom so unlikely a person, and was rather 
disposed to taunt hiin with Its presumption. Meanwhile a party of gentlemen, 
(aid la hare been pnrfesson in the unireraity, entered the shop, and having un- 
derstood the matter, questioned the lad about hit employment and studies 
After bearii^ hit tale, ooe of them desired the bo<4(aeUer to bring the rolume, 
wbo accordingly pro<bMed it, and throwing it down upon the table, " Boy," toid 
he, " read that book, and you thall bare it for nothing." The ofSbr wat toe 
good to W Injected, and young Brown, haring acquitted himaelf to the admin* 
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tioo of hk judgM, cairied off hit tteapty-purchaaed TectHMnt in triisfh, and, 
are the atemag airived, wu •aidying- it in tha midM of hia flodi Ufoa tba hilb 
qf Abernethj, 

Hii extntoidiiiftry' acqidiitioDi about thia dma tubJMt*d Um lo a ratpidon, 
irhich vru more gaoeially eniartained than would now t^war cr«dibl«, tjiat be 
receired a Mcnt aid from tho enemy of man, upon llu pladg« of hii own louL 
It woi probably ia oonaequwice of tile aonoyance ho experienoed on tliii aocouni, 
that lie abandoDod tbo occupation of a diepberd, and undertoolE that of pedlaror 
tniTellinf^nerdiant. Hii* owde of life wat obob of much greater importance 
and higgler etteem in Scotland than at prMent, wben the bdlitiea of ccaumini- 
ca^ion between all parta of tho country and tha greater wala of comneroa 
have boen multiplied to Midi a degree, and wai crften punued by panau of graat 
intoUigence and reapectability. lu pecxiliar tendency to imbue the mind with a 
loT« of nntuie, and form it to a knowledge of the woild, bare been finely illua- 
ti-Bted by a groat poet of our day : nor ia the ScoUiih pedlar of the ExcuraioD, 
though certainly tonewhat too metaphyncal and libeial, in enry respect the un- 
natural charader which it haa been repreieated. It will not, hoiKTer, be 
oonaidered very uirpriiing when we My, that young Brown did not (bine in hit 
new profaaioii. During hi* moicanlile peregrinitiona, which lay chiefly in the 
interior parti of Fife and KinroMhire, be made it a rule to call at no houaa of 
which the family had not tbe character of being religioui and giten to reading 
When be wu receited into any nich dwelling, hia Gnt car« waa to hare aU the 
bocdu it could flimish collected It^tlier, among which, if be did but light upon 
a new one, with aridity be fell to the literary foaat, loung in the appetite of the 
toul, the hunger of the body, and in the traffic of knowledge fotgetting tbe mer* 
diindiie of pedlar's wareh It ii related, and may well be beUered, that the 
oontenta of his pack, on his return to head quarters from one of hii expeditiong, 
utad to pceient a Lvely image of <im», and that be was *ery glad to exprea his 
obligations to any neatJianded houMwife who would t^e the oiraugement of 
them upon henel£ Many a time and oft was he prudently reminded of the 
propriety of attending more to bii bu^nea, and not wasting hi* time on what did 
not coDcem bim — till his monitora at last gave up the ease in despair, and wisely 
shaking their heads, pronounood him " good for noUiing but to be a scholar." 

Soon aAer the close of tbe Rebellion of 1T4S, during trtiidi period he serred 
as a Tolunteer in the regiment of militia raised by tbe county of Fife, ia bebalf 
of the gorenimant, he resolved to undertake the more dignifted duties f>f school' 
master. He establislied hiintelf in the year 1717 at Oaimey Bridge, a tillage in 
the neighbourhood of Kinross, and there laid the foundation of a school nhicb 
lubiiitod for a considenrable time, and, fifteen yean after, was tai^ht by another 
indiridual whose name has also become faTOuiably known to the world — whoso 
lot, howarer, wis not liko bis pradeceBor's, to coma to tbe grave " like a shock 
of oom fully ripe," but to wither prenuturely " in the mom and liquid dew of 
youth," — the tender and interesting young poet, Michael Bruce. During Mr 
Brown's incumbency, which lasted for two yean, this sdiool was i«mariiably suo- 
cenlUl, and attracted icholan front a considerable <<■«"""' He aftecwaids taught 
for a year and a half another school at Spiital, in tbe congr^^ion of Linton, 
under Mr James Moir. The practical character of his talents, the accuracy of 
hit learning, tbe intimate experience which, as a self-taught scholar, be must 
have bad of elementary difficulliei, and the b«rt mode of solving them, and the 
conscientiousness and OHiduity which always formed distinguishing feature! of 
his character — must hare peculiarly qualified him for the discharge of bis present 
duties. While active in supwintendiiig the studies of othera, he did not relax in 
the prosecntion of his owil Un tbe contrary, his ardour seems to have lad hia 
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into impiudaDt extremu of exertiob He irould commit to memwry fiAMn dia^ 
Wn of dia Bible u bd eTeniiig exflrdw ftftei; the laboun of tlw day, and after 
nich billing' efl<^t«, allow hinuetf but four houn of iepo«e. To this exceii ol 
exertion ho woe probably ttiiaulated by the near approach of the period to which 
he. had loDg looked fbrward with trembling hope — (he day whirh we« to reward 
the toili and triali of hii Tarioui youth, by investing him wilh the lolemii Aidc- 
tion of an ambaatador of Cbriat. During the vacationi of hie ichool, he waa now 
engagtMl in the regular itudy of philoeophy and dirioity under the inipection of 
tbe Anociale Synod, and the superintendence of the Ker. Ebenezer EInkine, and 
James Fisher, two of the original foundete, and principal li^t« cf the SeceNion 
church. At length, in the year 1751, having completed his prepamtory course 
of study, and approved himself on trial before the Associate IVesbytery of Edin- 
burgh, he was licenced by that revaiend body, at Dalkeith, to preach the gofpel 
in their society. He entered upon the saiaed work with deep impressions of its 
•olenin responsibilitieii He has hinaelf menUoned that hit mind, immediately 
previous to his receiving authority to pnach, was very vividly aflbcted by that 
awfiii text in Isaiah vL 9, 10, " He said. Go and tell this people. Hear ye in- 
deed, but undenland not ; see ye indeed, but perceive not ; make the heart of 
this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut (heir eyes ; lest they see 
with Ibeir eyet, and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and 
convert and be healed." He had not been long a probationer, when he n- 
ceived two nearly simultaneous calls to the settled discharge of ministerial duty ; 
one from the congregation of Stow, a village in the diire of Edinbui^gh, and the 
other from that of Haddington, the principal town in the county of that name^ 
The Presbytery of Edinbmgh, within whow bounds both congiegstiona weie in- 
cluded, and which had therefore, according to the Presbyterian oonstitution, the 
right of deciding brtween their competing daims, sidimitted the matter to his 
own discretitm. His choice was determined to Haddington, partly by hi* feel- 
ings of sympathy with that oongregation for dissppointmenta it lad ali«ady ex- 
perienced, and partly by his modest estimate of bis own qualificationa, to which 
be felt the sm^ler of the two charges more suitablfc Over this congr^Btion 
tbeietbte ho was finally ordained pastor in the ntonth of June, 1751. It de- 
serves to be mentioned, however, that he continued regularly to riait and examine 
the congregation of Stow until it was supplied wilh a regular minister. 

To the duties of the sacred office he devoted faimeelf with the most lealous and 
laborious industry. The smaliness of his congregation enabled him at once to 
undertake the widest range of ministerial duty, and to execute it with the greal- 
m minuieneas and accuracy. Besides regulariy preaching four diseouTSM ei«ry 
Sunday during the summer, and three during winter in his own place of wonhip, 
and occaiionally in the country during the week, he visited all his people an> 
Dually in his pastoral capacity, and carried tbim twice in the same period through 
a coune of public catedietical evaminations. He was very aniduous in his visits 
to the sick and the afflicted, and that not merely to those of his own oongrega* 
tion, but to all, of every denomination, iiho dedred hii Mrvioee. The peculiar 
characteristic of hii manner of address on all these oooasioBt, public and private, 
was an intense solemnity and earnestness, whidi extorted attention even from 
the iconier, end was obviously the genuine expi«asion of his own overwhelming 
sense of the reality and in^ortanoe of the meenge, " His grave appearanoe," 
B^ a late English dirine, who hod attended his ministry for some time, " hla 
solemn, wMghty, and energetic manner of spewing, used to t/lbct me vMy mucdk. 
Certainly his preaching was doee, and his address to the contdeoce pungent 
[ike lu* Lord and Master, he sptdie with authority and hallowed pathof , having 
tasted the sweetness and felt the powar of iriiat he delivered," To the same 
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^ect, the oslflbrateil Dsrid Hume^ haring baen led to h«ar him prauA nn om 
mxaiion at North Benriek, remariced, " That M man prauJiM m If Chrirt were 
St hii elbow.'' Except for hia OTenwiog ■arioutnMi, and oeeaalonally a melt- 
tug tweetiMH in bit voice, Itdoea not appear ibat hii delirarj wat by any meani 
aUraetiTe. " It wu my menj,'" he uyi, with diaracteriitic modeny, that " llie 
Lord, who had gireo me nme other talenti, withheld from me a popular delirery, 
w> that thougb my ditcounea were not diireliihed by the aerioua, lO far as 1 
heard, yet they were not ao agreeable to many heart! aa tboae of my brethren, 
which it waa a pleaure to me to aee poMeaed of that talent which the Lord, to 
mtrain my pride, had denied to me." Hii laboun wen not in rain in the 
LortL T^ memben of hit cMigregatiMi, the amallneM of whit^he often apake 
of aa a mercy, aeem to hare been enabled to walk, in a great meaaure, auitabty to 
Ibeir profeaaion and their pririlegea ; and he bad leai eKperlenoe than moat 
miniatera of that bittei««t of all briali attadied to a oonacientioua paator*! *itu». 
ti«n — Bcandaloua iiregularitiaa of practice among thoae in regard to whom he 
can have no greater joy than to aee them walking in the truth. In ■ **■!— ^■■t ^ '^* 
pdicy, he wa* a rtaundi Preabytcrian and Seceder in the original aenae of the 
term, aa denoting an indiridual tapanilad, not from the conatitutiaa of the eata- 
blidied d)uich, either a* a church or at an eatabliihment, but from the policy and 
eoutrol of the predominant party in ber judictturet. At the unhappy dintimtof 
the SeceMion chun^ in 1745, commoifly known by the name of tbe Breadi, on 
the queetion of making refiiaal of the burgem oaUi a tenn ot oommonion, though 
penonally doubtful of the propriety of a Secoder*! twearing the oath in queation, 
he att>d>ed himaelf to that party, who^ frmn declining peremptorily to pionounoe 
it milawfhl, obtained the popular appelladon of Burgtieia, — jurtly contidering 
that a difftrence of opinion on thia point wst by no meant OC auffident impor- 
tanre to break tbe (acred bond of Chritttan fellowthip. Hit publio praym 
were liberal and catholic, and be alwaya ihowed the rtnwgeat affection forgotpel 
mlnitlera and true Ohriatiaiia of erery name. In an unpublithed letter to a 
noble lady of the epiacopal omnnuinton, he eipnawa bi* hope " that it will al!brd 
ber a delightful ntldaction to obaerre bow extenaiTe and important the agree- 
ment, and bow Bnall the dimrence of leligioua tentimentt, between a ptvftMedly 
ttaundi Preabyterian and a tnily oiwtcientiona Epitcopalian, if they both cor- 
dially beliere the doctrine of Godt free grace reigning to men'i eternal life, 
throii|^ the imputed rigfateouatMaa of Jeaua Chrirt our Lard.» He inada a point 
of regularly alModlng and acting In the church oourti, though he arolded taking 
any leading part in the management of eodtaiartical buaiiM^ Hm unifoimitr 
and anifenaUty of bit habita of paraonal deration were remaikahle. Of him it 
might well be aaid, diat be walked with Ood. and that in God he, at It were to 
hia own eonaciooneaa, llred, and morred, and had hia being. He bad aoquirad a 
holy riiill in deriring, from erery teeno of nature, and every incident of life. 
OomaionB of ChriKian thought, impuliea of Cbriatian feeling, motirea to Chriatiaii 
duty. Hit " Chri^an Journal » teemt to baT« been literally die picture of bia 
duly courae and attodation of ideat, and the beauUfid motto he baa prefixed to 
it, to have been tbe expramion of hit own experience : " The ear that ia ftfei 
attentire to God never heart a rmce that ipeaka net of Him ; the aoul, wboae eye 
Ii intent on him, tMTer aoet an atom in which die dolti not diaown her Beat 
Beloved.') He ooold bold aweet communion with hit heavenly Father In the 
moat teirible diaplayi of Hit majetty, not leM than in the lofter manifeatationi ol 
Hit benignity. One day, hearing a tremendoui oarii ot thunder, he railing 
exclaimed to tboae around, " That ia (be low wfaiapec of my Ood." Hia aeaaom 
of prayer, ttated and apecia], aeaet and domeatie, were (i«quent beymd the mlef 
of any pnaoibed routine. Often waa he orerheard, in the nigbily and Iht 
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morning- wutdiei, conTening with hii God in prayer and pralw, r«nieniberiDg 
hi« Maker upon liia bed, and haring hii toag witli him in the nighL Amidst Uie 
ordinary detaili of life, tite devout aap[tationi of the heart irera continually 
brealdng forth in ejncuWotu of tlionkigiving- and holy desire : h[i eonrenation 
habitually divelt on heaventy tilings; or, if tecuLir objeda iven introduced, he 
would turn them with *(vnctjfying jngenuity into divine emblemi and ipiritual 
analogies. Hia whole mind and life seemed impregnated with devotion, and all 
hi) dayi formed, hi it were, one Snbbnth. The extent of hit pecuuinry liberality 
va» (urpriiing. He considered it a binding duty on every individual to devote 
at leoit tlie tenth part of hii revenue to piout utei; and out of an income which, 
during the greater part of his life, amounted to only forty poundt a year, and 
never exceeded Rfty, and from which he had a numerous family to lupport, be 
generally exceeded that proportion. He distributed his benevcdenoe tvilli ttrict 
attention to Hie Saviour's command, "Let not Ihy left baud kaow what thy right 
hand doeth." 

He was au-ore of the importance of oonvenalion among the various means of 
doing good, and, though he lamenia hii own " tinful weakness and unskilfulneis 
in pushing religious discourse," he was too conscientious to neglect Ihe oppor- 
tunitiei which presented themselves of prwnoting, in this way, llie glory of Uod 
and the best interests of meir. He made it a distinct principle never to leave 
any company in whidi he might be placed, without saying s<Mnething wliich, by 
(be blessing of God, might promote their spiritual good. It is related, that, 
having accidentally met Ferguson the poet walking in Haddington churcb-yard, 
and being struck witli bis pensive appearance, be modestly oddrened bim, and 
offered him certain serious advices, which deeply aAected him at the time, and 
doubtlesa had their share in exciting and prwnoUng those terrible convictions 
wliich latterly overwhelmed the poet's mind, and in which it may periiaps be 
hoped there was something better than " the twrovr that workelh dealh." He 
knetf, however, thai there was a certiun discretion to be used in such cases, and 
a selection to be made of the " mollia lempora faadt," the season* when words 
are "filly spoken.» Of this, tbe following anecdote is on example: — Having 
occouon to cross the ftrry bettveen Leith and Kingliom, with a Highland gentle- 
uion a* his fellow-passenger, he was much grieved to hear his cranponion fre- 
quently take the name td' Utid in rain, but restrained himself front taking any 
notice of it in the presence of the rest of Ihe company. On reaching land, how^ 
ever, observing the same gentleman walking alone upon the beach, lie stepped 
up, and calmly reminded him of the offbnce be hod been guilty of, and the law 
of God wliich forbids and condenmi it Tbe gentleman received Ihe reproof 
with expressions of thanks, and declared bis t«eolution to attend to it in future. 
" But," added Uie choleric Celt, " bad you spoken to me h in tbe boat, I be- 
lieve I should hare run you llirough." 

It will not be supposed, that, after having given himself with such ardour lo 
study in circumstances of comparative disadvanlxge, he neglected to avail him- 
self of the more favourable opportunities be now enjoyed of extending and con- 
solidating bis knowledge. By a diligent improvement of Ihe morning hours, 
and a ttudious economy of time throughout the day, he rarely spent fewer than 
twelve hours of tiie twenty-four in his study. He possessed extiacrdinary 
patience of the physical labour connected with hard study. No degree of toil 
in the way of reading, <w even ot writing, seeined to daunt or to fatigue him. 
Though be never enjoyed tbe assistance ot an amanuensis, he transcribed most 
of his works several time* with his own hand: and even witlioat a view to Ihe 
press, he more than once undertook the some fatigue for tbe convenience of pri- 
vate individuals. In Ihi* way, at the request of tbe Countess of Huntingdon, he 
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Mpied oat hit Sjtleta of DiTinltj, before ita poblintioo, for ths nn of ber Lodj- 
■bip's tbeo1ogic»l •emiomrj in Wales. He bad rcnurkAble &cilitj io tbe kcqni- 
mtioa of language*; and of tliia apede* of knowledge, tba kej to erery otLer, he 
po**ened an extraordinarj amonnL Bedde* tbe thr«« commonlj called tbe 
learned tongnea, be vaa acquainted wilb Arabic, Sjriac, Penrie, and Ethiopic; 
and of tbe modem langnagea, with the French, Spanlab, Italian, Dutch, and 
German. In tbe Mriona departmenta of rtal u dinlngauhed from vtrhal know- 
ledge, bii reading waa Terj wide in range and -rarion* in aabject. Hia faTonrita 
punoita were biitory and diTimlj; hot ererjr anbject, which more nearly or more 
remotelj bore on the literature of hia profcMion, he considered worthy of hia 
attention. He afterwarda aaw reMon to repent of the widenen of hi* aima in 
t!ii« reipect, and to regret "the preciona time and talents," to nae hia own woidis 
' he had Tainlj tqoandered in the mad attempt to become a oniveraal ■cholar." 
Hi* reading, though thns exteti*i*e, was at the same time Tery exact and accnralo. 
In order to render it so, he in many caaes adopted the tedious and laboriooa 
method of oompiling regular abridgments of important and rolumuiona boohs. 
Among the works ho thns epilomited, were Judge Blackstone^ Commentaries 
and the Ancient Univeiaal History. 

Id tbe montb of September 1753, about two yeora after hi* ordination, Hr. 
Brown married Miss Janet Thornton, daughter of Hr, John Thomson, merchant 
at Unsaelbui^h. For eighteen yean be enjoyed in her a " help meet" for him 
in bis Christian eoarte, and at tlie end of that period be surrendered ber, as he 
himself eiprMsei it, "to her flnt nnd belter Husband," They liad several chil- 
dren, of whom only two anrvived their mother — John and Ebeueier, both of 
whom their father had the aatUfacUon before his death of introducing as miniilen 
into the church of Christ, tbe former at Whitburn, and tbe latter at Inverkei thing. 
Two yean after the death of his flnt wife, which' tnok place in 1771, he waa married 
a second time to Him Violet Crombie, daughter of Mr. William Crombie, merchant, 
Btenton, Eut Lothian, who surrired him for more than thirty yean, and by 
whom he left at bis death four sons and two danghten, of whom only tbe half 
are now aliTS. In his domestic economy and disdpline, Mr. Brown laboured 
after a striot fidelity to his ordination *ow, by whiefa he promiaed to rule well 
in his own house. His notiona in regard to thaanthority of a husband and a 
father were very high, and all the power which a* such he thought hintself to 
possess, was Ikithfuily employed in mftintaiuiiig both the form and tbe power of 
godliness. 

In tbe year 17B8, Mr. Brown, for the flnt time, appeared as an author. His 
Ant publication was entitled " An Help br the Ignorant, being an Eway towards 
an Ra^ Ezplioatioa of tbe Westminster ConfeiMon of Faith, and Catechisms, 
compiled fur ttie use of the young ones of hia own ooogregatJon," In addition 
to this, he published, dx yeara aft«r, two short catechisma — one Introductory to, 
the oiher explanatory of, the Shorter Catechism. All these publications have 
been very txtensirely useful. In 170S, he published, wliat waa at the time by 
br the most popular and snccessfol of hia works, entitled " The Christian Jour- 
oal, or Common Incidents Spiritual Instrnctort." This work, though it baa 
■ome of tbe liter»ry defects which, on aueh a subject, might have been expected 
from an anlhor ao circomstanoed, suoh m the ooowionsl indulgence of unrefined 
Image*, the excess of detail in tracing the analogies, and a certain monotonous 
rhythm of style. In many eases scarcely distinguishable from blank Terse — never- 
tbeless displays an extraordinary richneas and ingentiity of fiinoy, and in many 
instances rises into a most impreniTe and heart-wanulog eloquence, la 1709 
he published a History of the Bise and Frogreas of the Seoeauoii, and the year 
following, a terlea of Lettem on the Constitution, Disdpline, and OoTemment of 
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Uio Chrutinn ChurdL Then tnicta wen followed by hii Samd Tropolo^, die 
tint of a seriei of woriu which he designed for the purpoM of ginng a clear, 
coiDprehentire, and regular liew of the Ggam, types, and prndictiom of 
Scripture, The second and third parts were publiJwd in I78I, 

In the year 1768, in consequence of the death of the R«t, John Siranston of 
Kinross, Profeoor of Dirinity under the AiM>date Synod, Mr Brown was elected 
t« (he rauint chair. The duties of this importajit i^ce he discharged with great 
ability and exemplary diligence and success. His public prelections were di- 
rected to the two main object*, Srtt, of instructing his pupils in the science of 
Christianity, and secondly, of inipresung their liearts with its power. The sys- 
tem of Dinnity wliich he was led, in the coune of his profemionol duty, to com- 
pile, and which was afterwards published, is perhaps the one of all his works 
which exhibits most striking proofs of precision, discrimination, and enlar^ment 
of thought; and is alt<^elher one of the most dense, and at the same time pei^ 
spicuous riews which has yet been giren of the theology of the Westminster Oon- 
iessioa The charge whidi he took of those conuniUed to his care, was not en- 
tirely of the ' ex cathedra ' description. The situation of the Hall in a small 
prurincial town, and the manners of the age, combined with his just sense of the 
iinpwtance of the students' private exertions and personal habits, enabled him to 
exercise a much more minula and household superintendonce orer the young men 
under his direction. FVequently in the morning he was accustomed to go his 
rouitds among their lodgings, to assure himself that they were usefully employing 
"the golden hours of prime.') Tho personal contact bettveeu professor and 
pupils was thus remarkably close and unbroken, and hence we find that among 
those nrfao can recollect their attendance on the DinniCy Hall at Haddington, the 
interest with whidt every mind looks back to the scenes and seasons of early 
itudy has a greater character of individuality, and la asociated with utinuter re- 
collections than we generally meet with after so long a lapse of years. 

The same year in which he iras elected to the theological chair he preafhed 
and published a very powerful sermon on Religious Steadfastness, in which he 
dwells at considerable length on the religious state of the nation, and expresses 
violent apprehensicms at the visible difFusIcm Eind advance of what he called lati 
tudinarianism, and what we of this tolerant age would l«rm liberality of reli- 
gious sentiment He likewise diis year gave to the world one of the most 
elaborate, and certainly one of the most valuable of all his writings, the IKc- 
tionory of tlte Holy Bible. For popular use, it is unquestionably the most suita- 
ble woik of the kind which yet exists, contoiniog the results of most extensive 
and various reading both in the science and in the literature of Christianity, given 
without pretension or parade, and with b uniform reference to practical utility. 
Jn ITTl, the Honour:J>le and Reverend Mr Shirley, by command of the Countess 
cf Huntingdon, applied to Mr Brown for his opinions on the grand subject <tt 
justification, in view of a conference to bo held on this question with Mr Wes- 
ley and his preachera This application gave occasion to a long and animated 
correspondence witli that noble lady, (a correspondence which, in consequence 
of our authors modestyi remained a secret till after his death,) and to a series of 
artldes from his pen on the doctrine of justification, which appeared, from time 
to time, in the Gospel Magazine and Theological Miscellany, betvreen the yean 
ITTO and 1776. In the same year he was led, by a deure to contribute to the 
yet better instruction of his students, to form the design of composing a manual 
of diurch history on a general and comprehensive plan. It ivas to consist of 
three parts, " tlie first comprehending a general view of tranuctions relating to 
the church from the birth of our Saviour to the present time; the second con- 
taining more fully the histwies of the Reformed British CbunJies in England, 
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Scotland, Ireland, and America ; th« third to comprebeDd the hiitorie* of th« 
WaldenHt and the FrotMlant churchei of Switaecland, France, Holland, Ger^ 
nuiny, Deomark, Sweden, Poland, and Hungary.'' Of these he conipletsd the 
two former, hit Ganend History haring been publiihed in 1771, and hii Hiikory 
of the Britiih Churches in the beginning of 1784. Theie form rery u 
popular compendi, though dectitute of high hiatoricol authority. The history of 
the Britiih Churchei, ai a work of original teseanh, it much ■uperi<n' to the 
more general compilation, whidi it little more than an abridgment of Motbeim, 
written in a more fervid ipirit than the latter it accuitomed to diiplay. Mi 
Browa<i next publication appealed in 1775, and wai an ediUon of the metrical 
" Ftalnu, vith notai exhibiting the connection, explaining the tenie, and for 
directing and animating the derotion." In 1778 he gnre to the world the 
great work on whi<^ hit reputation it chiefly founded, "lite Self-Inlerpretit)g 
Bible," the object of which it to oondeue, within a nuwogeable compao, all 
the information which an ordinary reader niny find necevary for attaining an 
intelligent and practical knowledge of the lacred oracles The iirit publication 
of this work wai Btt«nded with contiderable difficultiet, in coiuequenoa of the 
claim of the king's printen to the eitcluiira right of pHntiiig the aulhorimd n 
lion of the Scripturet, whether accompHiied or not with illuatrntire malt< 
Thit claim, howew, having been let aside, the work waa at length giren to t] 
world in 1778, and reoeir^ with a high and gradually increanng and still u 
exhautled approbation. The tame year be publiahed a tmall tract entitled " the 
Oracles of Christ Atiominationt of Antichrist," and four yean aAer, his " Letleri 
on Toleration:" ttrenuoualy maintaining the uolawfiilnett of tolerating by au- 
thority a false religion in a professedly Chriitian country. These publications 
originated in the univenal sentiment of alonn entertained by the evangelical 
presbyleiians of Scotland, both within and without the establiihmeot, in couse- 
quence of the proposed abolition of the penal code against the Roman Catholics 
In 17B1, besides his woriu on the types and prophecies fonnerly referred to, 
be published a sennon on the " Duty of Raising up Spiritual Children unto 
Christ,'* preached pailly at Whitburn, and partly after his ion £beneaer*s ordi. 
nation at Inreriieidiing. He likewise, in the course of the some year, wrote a 
pamphint in defenee of the re-exhibition of the testimony, and a collection of 
the bioginpbies of emijient dinoet, uoder the name of the " ChrisUan Student 
and Pastor." This was the fint of a series of similar compilations intended as 
Ulustrationt and examples of practical religion, and was followed in 1781 by 
the "Young Christian.^' and in 17SS by the "LiTeaof thirteen Eminent Frirate 
Cbrittiaiu." In 1763, he published a small " Concordance tothe Bible." The 
year following, be reeeired an inritation frnn the reformed Dutch churcfa in 
America, to beciMtM their FrofeHor of Dirinity, which he declined, and modestly 
kept secret And, in 1786, be concluded his career aa on author, by a panv- 
phlet against the travelling of the Mail on the Lord<t-day — a day for the obieti- 
ronoe of which, in the strictcM d^^ree of sanctity, be always showed himself 
peculiarly jealous, not only abstaining himself, but pK^ibiting his family, from 
speaking on that day on any worldly aftair, even on such as related to what may 
be called the saculantiet of religion and the diurch. Tbe tracts published by 
him in periodical works, along with his " Letters on Gospel Preaching and the 
Behaviour of Miuitten," were collected after his death, and published under the 
title of " Remains" 

Throughout his writings, Mr Brotvn't uniform aim wat general utiUty ; per- 
tonal emolument formed no part of his object, and certainly very tittle of lit 
attainment, as the whole prolit accruing to himself from his voluminouii and in 
many cases, successful works, amounted to only £40. Without p 
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origianl geniiu, but on the other hand loo ready, it may ba, to lubinit the frM- 
dom of hit mind to syitem and authority, he woi endowed with a itrong aptitude 
for acquisition, and great power of amuigeiaent, » sound and generally lober 
judgmoot, and a rich and Tirid fancy, though united with a defective, or .rather, 
perhaps, an uncultivated ta«te. The wlection of aubjecU, and general concep- 
tion of alnioat erery one of them, are very happy, and in nuiny caces tha execu- 
tion prorea his high endowments for the task be undertoolc 

llie time now drew near that he should die. For some years previDUi, he 
had been greatly annoyed with a gradual failure, at once in the bodily power of 
digestion and the mental faculty of memory — the symptonu of a coiutitutiou 
fairly worn out by the intense and incenant labours to which it hnd been sub- 
jected. In the beginning of 1767, hii complaint* increased in sudi an alarming 
degree, accompauied by a general and extreme debility, that he found it neces- 
sary to abandon the pulpiL During the months of spring, he lived in a cod- 
tinual state of earnest and active prepamtion for the great change he was about 
to unde^o. He expired on the Idih June, and ou the 21th hia remains were 
followed to Uieir place of repoae in Haddington church-yard, by nearly the 
whole inhabitants of the town, and a large concourse of Uii friends and brethren 
from a distonoe. At the first meeUng of the Associate Synod after his decease, 
"the Synod," oi their minute bears, " unanimously agreed to take tbi« oppor- 
tunity of testifying (heir i«8pact to the memory of the Bev. John Brown, their 
late Professor, whose eminent piety, fervent leal, extensive charity, and un- 
wearied diligence in promoting tlie interests of religion, will be long remein- 
bered by this court, especially by those members of it who had the happinees of 
studying divinity under his inspection." 

BROWN, Joio, M. D. founder of what is termed the Brunonian system in 
medicine, and one of the moat eccentric and extraordinary men of his time, was 
a native of the poridi of Buukle, iu B«twicksbi>«, where he was boni, in the 
year 1735, or, as olhen anert, in 1737. Though only the son of a day-la- 
bourer, he contrived to obtain an excellent clonicsl educ^on at the sdiool of 
Dunse, which was then taught by Mr William Cruickshank, one of the most 
celebrated teachers that ScMland has produced. The genius and application 
of Brown were alike to great, that, at an age when the most of children are only 
beginning their letters, he was far advanced in a knowledge of Latin. His 
studies, oiler some time, were broken otT in consequence of the inability of his 
&ther to maintain him at school He was bound apprentice to the gloomy and 
monotonous craft of a weaver, which must have been peculiarly unsuitable to his 
lively faculties. However, he seems to have afterwards been enabled by the 
kindness of his teacher to renew his studies; and it is known tiint for this 
purpose he had employed himself on the harrest-iield. His proficiency in the 
Latin recommended him, fii'st to the situation of usher in the school, and after- 
wards to that of tutor in a neighbouring family. When about twenty years 
of age, he removed to Edinburgh, and entering the university, advanced so far 
in the study of divinity. As to deliver a discourse preporntory to commencing 
his trials before the presbytery. Brown, however, was notdestined to be a mem- 
ber of Ibis profession. Owing to some unexplained freak of feeling, he turned 
bock from the very threshold, and for some years supported himself in the hum. 
ble capacity of a griitdiir in the univeruty. His services in this capacity to the 
medical students introduced him to a knowledge of medicine, which lie suddenly 
resolved to prosecute as a profenion. His natural ardour of mind enabled hin- 
very speedily to master the necessary studies, in which he was greatly ossis 
by the particular kindness and attention of Dr Cullen, then professor of me 
cine In the university. At one period, he acted a* l4itin sectetary to this great 
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man, withwhiKn ha afUrwards quairelled in the moat noleiil matiner. In ITG5, 
ha DulrTied, uid Mt up a home for the purpow of receiring medical ftudenti ai 
boaidsn. Bjt. hit iiregular and improrident conduct reduced him to bank- 
ruptcy in the short ipitcs of two yean. A vacancy occurring in the High 
School, he became a candidate ; but being' too proud of hii real qualification* 
to think any other recommendatioii necenary, he wai orerlooked in favour (rf 
•onie child of patronage. It ii laid that, when hia niune, and hii name alone, 
wa* preeented to the eyei of the magutratei, they deciMrely aiked who he wuj 
to which Cutlen, then leparaled in otlection from hii former pupil, it itated to 
have aniwered, with lome real or allected tieiitAlion — '' Why, lure, this can ne<r«r 
be our Jock|>' Brown met with a limilar repube, on applying for the chair of 
theoretical medicine in the tuuTerrity. Yet, notwitlutanding erery diKourage^ 
meat from the great men of hi* own profeuion, thii eccentric geniut wu press- 
ing on towardi the completion of that peculiar syitem by which hia name hai 
been diitinguiihed. Hi* riew* were giren to the world, in 1780, under the 
title " Elementa Medidnn ;'■ and he illustrated Iheia further by lecture*, which 
were attended, ai a superuumerary course, by many of the regular itudenU of 
tiie unirenity. The Brunonian system simply ooniiated in the adminittration of a 
ooune of itimulants, initead of the so-called onti-phlogiitio remedies, ai a mean* 
of producing that change in the syilem iriiich ii necestory to work a cure. The 
idea was perhaps suggeated by his own habits of life, wbidi were unfortunately 
to very dissolute w to deprive him of all personal respect. He wn*, perhaps 
the only great drinker, vbo ever exulted in that degrading vice, as juitiBed by 
pliilosophical principle*. So far froin concealing hii practices, he used to keep 
a bottle of whiikey, and another of laudanum, upon the table before him; and, 
throughout the course of the lecture, he leldom took fewer than three or four 
do*e« from eadi. In truth, Bmwn lived at a time when men of genius did nut 
conceive it to be appropriate to their character a* such, to conduct Iheinselve* 
with decency. Thus, a man wlio might have ndomed the higliest walks of 
society by his many brilliant qunlttiea, wa* only fit for the company of the low- 
est and most despicable characters. He was a devout free-mosoD, but more foi 
the sake of the conviviality to ithich it aAbrdi so fatal an excuse, than for the 
more recondite and mytterious attmctions (if any such exist) of the IVnlemity. 
He wM the founder of a peculiar lodge in Edinburgh, called the " Roman 
Eagle," where no language but Latin was allowed to be spoken. One of his 
friend* remarked with astonishment the readiness with which he could tranalate 
the technicalities and slang of masonry into this language, which, however he al 
all time* spoke with the same fiueiicy a* his vernacular Scotch. It alford* a 
lamentable view of the state of literary society in Edinbm^h betiveen the yean 
17S0 and 1T90, that this learned lodge was perhaps characterised by a deepei 
system of debauch than any other. In ITSG, Brown removed to London, in 
order to push his fortune as a lecturer on hii own system of medicine, which had 
already acquired no little fnme. But the irregularity of his conduct, and the 
inucibility of hi* temperament, rendered all his hopes fiuitleni He died at 
London, (ktober 7, 17B8, of a fit of apoplexy, being then little more than fifty 
yean of age. Hi* works have been collected and pubUsfaed by hi* son ; but, 
like the system which they explain, they are now forgotten, 

BKOWN, JoHH, an ingenious artist, was the son of Samuel Brown, goldimitli 
and watch-maker at Edinburgh, where he wo* bom in 1753. He received on 
excellent education, aiWr the fashion of Scotland, and was early destined to take 
up the profession of a painter. Having formed a school friendship of no ordi- 
nary warmth with Mr David Erskine, son of Thomas Enkine of Cambo, he 
travelled with that young gentleman in 1774, into Italy, where he wai kindly 
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recelred bj Clitrin Erakina of the Rota, en aminent lawjer and prelate, tlie 
ootutn of bii oonpaofoD. Ha immediktel; ktttcbed himself to the Academj, with 
a reeolutiOD to deroto himnlf entirely to the •!!■. Dariiig the course of ten 
year*' reudence in Italy, the penoil and orayon were ever in hi* hand, and tb« 
SDblime tbonghta of Baphsel and Michael Angelo OTer in hii imagination. By 
oootinnal praoUoe, he obtained an elegance and oorreotneaa of contour, ncTcr 
equalled by any British artist ; but be unfortanately neglected the mechanism 
of the pallet till his taste was so ref ued, that Titian, and Marillo, and Corregio, 
made his heart sink witliin him whenever he touched the oanraa. When he 
nllempl«d to lay in hi* coIoqtb, the admirable correctness of his contour wa 
lost, and he had ncTer self- sufficiency to persevere till it should be reoovered ii 
that tender evanesoent outline which I* so difflcult to be attuned even by the 
most eminent painters. He wished every lliing important Ia be made ou^ and 
when it was made out, he found his work bard and disagreeable, like the first 
picture* paiuted by Baphsel, and by all that preceded that wonderful artist. 
Brown, besides bis genins for painLing, possessed a high taste for musio. 
evenings in Italy were spent at the opem, aud he penetrated deeply into the 
study of music a* a (dence. 

At Kome Brown met with Sir William Tcung and Mr. Townley, who, pleaaeil 
with some of Iiis peu aud Ink sketches, engaged him to accompauy Ihen t 
Sicily as a draughtsmaD. Of the antiquities of this Island, he took teveral very 
fine views in pen and ink, exqniiilety finished, yet still preserving the oharacter 
and spirit of the buildings he intended to represent. 

It was the l>elief of one of Brown's Scottish patrons, that tf be had gone t 
Berlin, he would hate obtained the tkvour of Frederiek the Oreat, on account 
of his eztraordiuary talents and refined personal character. A pics* regard, 
however, for his parents, induced him to return to his native city, where, though 
universally beloved and admired, he fouud no proper field for the exertion of 
his abilities. Amongst the few persons of taste who afforded him their patron- 
age was Lord Monboddo, who, with tlist liberality by which be was distingaished, 
gave him a general invitation to liis elegant and convivial table, and employed 
him in making several pencil- drawings. He was also employed to draw pencil- 
heads of fifty of the more distinguished members of the Scottish Society of Anti- 
quaries, then just established; of which he finished about twenty. Among other 
works which he produced at Edinburgh, were heads of Dr. Blair, Sir Alexander 
Diek of Frestonfleli, RunclmaD, his friend and brother artist, Drs. Collcn and 
Black, all of which were done in the most happy and cbaracteristie mauuer. 
His talent in this line is described as having been very great. Amidst the ool- 
tection which he had brought home to Edinburgh, was a portrait of the cele- 
brated Piraneee, who, being unable to sit two moments in one posture, reduced 
his painter to the necessity of shooing him flying like « bat or snipe- This 
rcara avia was brought down by Brown at the first shoC 

In 178S Brown was induced to remove to Loudon in order to prosecute, on 
A larger field, his profession as a portrait-draughtsman in black lead. He was 
here oocosionally employed by Hr. Townley in drawing from his collection of 
Greek statoei, a branch of art Id which Brown la allowed to have greatly ex- 
celled- After some time wptaX in unremitting spplioalion, his health gave way, 
and he was reconuiended to ti; the benefit of a viut to his native country, by 
wa. On bis passage tiata Loudon to Leitb, he wa* somehow neglected as he lay 
sick in his hammock, and, on his arrival, he was found at the point of death. 
With much difficulty he wa* brought up to town, and laid on the bed of his 
Aiend Eunciman, who bad died not long before in the iame place. Hero he ex- 
pired, September G, 1787, having only attained the age of thirty-fire. 
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BROWN, Wn.LUH LiimnHx, D. 1\, an «tnin«nt Iheolofical and miioellsDeout 
writer, na« born, Juiuary 7, I75S, at UtraJit, when bit father, the rerarend 
Willitm Brown, wai minuMr to ihs Engliah congregation. In ITfiT, hSiliUtMr 
r«Qiorad with hii family to St Andr«wi, in order to undertake ttie duciei nf 
prof«Mor of •cdeaiiutical hittory ; and the lubject of mir memoir, haring com- 
losnced hii education under fati father'! care, *aa placed wcoBWiwly at the 
gnmmar-ichiMl and unirenlty of that city, entering tlie latter at the early age 
of twelre. Hii natire abillUn, faroured by the foalering care of lii« jatlier, en- 
abled him, notwillutanding hit immature yean, to paM through bii Ecademleal 
courte with diitinellon ; claaiical literature, logic, and ethia, being the branchea 
of *tudy to which ha chiefly dernled hi* attention. After itudying dirinity for 
tno yean at St Andreni, he reiuored to Utrecht, where he proeeeiiled the inme 
ttudy, and nlao that of ciri! law. In 177 8. hairing previoutly been licenied by 
(he preibytery of St Andrewi. he luccesded hia uncle ni minltler of the English 
diurch at Utnr.ht ; a field of exertion too nnrrow fur hia abilltlei, but which 
be, nererthelem, caltlrated with the tame leal and appKcation which a oon- 
■cienlinut clergyman might be expected to beatow upon one more exteuaite 
Sudi ipare time at hit dutiet left to hjw, he eniployed in atlention to a few 
pupiia whom he receited into hia houie. He at tbe lame time enlarged hit 
range of ttudy, and ouaaionally made exoiniona into France, Germany, and 
SwhaerUnd. In ITSS, he married hit eoutin, Anna Eliaabelb Brown, by 
whom he had fire aom and fbur daughtert. 

'I1ie fiiat literary effort of Mr Brown, wni an eMay on the origin of eril, 
written for a prize offered by the curaton of the Holpiao legacy at Ulnchl, 
and which wat adjudged the tecond honour among the eMayt of twenty-fire 
competiton, that of being publUhed at the expente of the tniiL Soon after 
(hii, namely, in 1784, the univenity of St Andrewi conferred upon him (be 
degree of Doctor In Dirinity. Dr Brown wot tucceaiful in terenl other priie 
amyi, two of which were publi^ed, under the tlllei of " An Enay on the 
Folly of Sceptlciim," London, 17SS ; and " An Enay on the Natural Equality 
of Han,' EdinbuTgb, i7»3. The latter took a more iober riew of tbe lubjecl 
than waa genenlly adopted at tbe time of its publication ; and it accordingly 
became the meaoi of Introducing Dr Brown to Ihe notice of the Britith gorern- 
menL Preriouily to the aimed intarpoiitinn of the Fruiiiansin 1793, Dr Brown 
wia evpoaed to to much annoyance on account of hii attachment to the dynaity 
of Nunu, that he found it neceuary to proceed to London, in quest of another 
■ituation. The erent alluded to, not only enabled him to retain hit former 
office, btit caused hli elera^on to a professonhip, newly erected in the unlrer- 
sity of hit natire city, for moral philosophy and ecclesiaitical history. He un- 
fbttunately was not alloived sufHdent time to prepare tbe tno elaborate 
cowi^ of lectures required in this new situation ; and, by hit extraordinary 
exertions to acoompliih what was expected of him, laid the foundation of ail- 
menti, from which he nerer aftcTMardi recovered. His inaugural ditcouiw wai 
publithed under the title of " Ontb dg Religionis el Philosophin SocietaM et 
Concco^la maxime Satutarl." Two yean afterwords, he was nominated rector 
of the UDirenity ; and on depoiiting hit temporary dignity, he pronounced an 
" Oratio de Imaginaiiona in Viiw Institutione regenda," which was published in 
1 790. Though olfbred the Greek professonhip at St Andrewi, be continued in 
Utrecht, till the inrasion of Holland by the French, in ilie beginning of 179S, 
whan he waa obliged to leare the country in an open boat, with bit wife and 
ftre children, betides some other relationa. Notwithstanding the severity of 
Ihe senson, the roughness of the weather, and the frail nature of the bark to 
which so many life* ^ere committed, he reached the Knirlisb coast in tafely. 



.y Google 



SEW W0EK8 Am KIW EDmOKS, 
PUBLISHED BY BLACKIE AND SON; 

GLAaOOW, EDINBUBOH, AND LOHDON. 



SUPERIOR FAMILY BIBLES, COMPLETE IN ONE VOLUME. 
THE IMPERUL FAIHLT BIBLE; 

" N>w TiiTAHRHn. uxnrdinit to the moit rorrert coinn of the Aolhor- 
iTthaoMiidCtitiGil,Expl>wt«7,uid PnnialNocta. Abo, Hdemm, 

*_■., !._.___. li^o«TK»T*D bj ( Bupwh Stna of Engwringi, 

-TIB. Si ■ "-■ ■- 



iiBT thonnad Ci 
■1 TiUo, ind In 



II, b; loan Maktih. 



la ooA V^dmne^ 1^ 

I. 

is buidgomt, Miahle PobiM, 



K*,5 

p(riil4to,d , 
ui nugnilloait GditJon of tiie Hoir Beriptan 
* ]iige Hid nadiUc type, nnmennit Notcg, and the i 

rnrr hii been bonouTM by tbfl utrODUe of the Qk.. 

the Wmh—bj mioii* I%Ditann of the Chmdi— and ibort Fit 

UiniMcn. Aban tUrtt eapia of llit Work kaM olw im tent (a Borwiu iinuni i/ I4> Jtcmai 

BmwAotd: 

- A Bolile ud beantirnl aKOm of thg {lured Tolnma. No ai]iy hu net bMti pliod Man h dl*- 
tiPioUud hi » muj uceUeocieL"— ^r( Urim. 

THE COMPREHENSIVE FAMILY BIBLE j 

Contiiniiie tbe Old ind Nbw TaaTAHsHTS, iraniJBg to the moat Comet Coola of tlH 
Autbaciied Venica; with Copiooi Critinl uid Kiplenilorr Nota, ond Pnctic*! BcHectioDii 
' " ' •% Kcudingi, OinfWloiiBl, and other Tiblei. Complete in 70 Puta, ]i. orb, with 



7 of nigh Tddato 



t. Reference, u 



TooglT to the Chriitiin anp- 

dl cjuiea of BifiUaJ Scudenta. 

,_-t of Hiatorietl Bubjeeta, fram the Anoent and Modnn 

le tarnr portion conpnM Tiem of Moontaina, KiTen. I«kea. and otbec natmal 
ETwilhCitiea and Towua, eiiatinjt oi in niinai IVnpla, Tomba, ftci the whole 
OBiet to Dible Incidenti and Hialoiy, and more eapeciallf iliuitnting the Fulfil- 
iwdt of Prophet;. 

COOKE'S BROWN'S SELF- INTERPRETING BIBLE. 

With ID Intndnetion, cspioua Marginal IWerencei, and NoCea EipUuiUorr aod FraeticaL Wttb 
BFroal TboDimd additional Notea, eiplainiu difficult Toxta, and recocicibnr aeeming eontndu^ 
tieni. BrtbeBeT.HiNBT CooiB, D,D,,IX.S.. BelfUt. Dliutnted with EiignTiiiga. Complete 
fai 44 Ferta, mja' ^. 1* •"eh. With BarVB Indei and Metrinl Paaltna. Si. eadi additimiL 

BROWN'S SELF-INTERPRETING BIBLE. 

Idilioo, with Cametiona and Addittoni, under the Bnperinteadenee of the AnOui^ 
iVith Two TlioiiBnd Critical and Erplanilory Notee, numeroua Refemcea and Beid' 
^ . , a Memoir of the Aathoi, bj hi* Orandaon. tha lata Re*. J. BiovH Faitirmii, 
ItsBttar at Falkiik; and > complete Index and Condae Dictknu;, by the Be*. Jon tf Bi 
Ola^ow. With Hutoiical md Lendsc^e mnatiationi, Famil; Regifttr, &o. Complete it 
Pert), la. each. 



Fimil;. With 



k'-s 



POCKET EDITIONS. 



THE ILLUSTRATED POCKET BIBLE; 

CODtaining the Qui and Nbw TBBTAHBMre. accordinr to 1 
9000 CrilKl] and Eiplanatory Notei. and SU.OOO R 
tUmlntitiu, eoanatnig of rweoty-ftro am ' " " 
Twdra Colmrcd Hqw. In 24 Nnmboa, & 

" llloCBther iba bat a>d ehaapeit poctaUe editton of Um Ssriptnna which wa ban T*t ieu.'—i(llti. 

BOOK OP COHMON PRATER; 

Bhiatnted and AmiDtatal With T w htt-mihb lnOWKATiOMa, ehWlT from tbe Old Maateri, 
iDdndiag Eiom Dbiiohb forttae 01Bcei.bTBe1ona. The Rubrica prinUd in ted. The Norsa 
n* oommled bom tbe wtitinp ot Booker, Banow, Benridge. Conbet, Ball, Pattidt, Boniet, 
Honi^ ^^lor, Seckti, Vcocer, Whettlef, fte. An Hinoriteil Sketdi of the Oniis md Pnwitaa 
vt tbe litniET, an Enibuution of £ccl(eiaitical ChroodoKT, end i Oenenl Inifei to the NoCee, 
treaddad. In IS Number^ Bd. eadi. 
The inhsmt Tain and the heautf of tbeae Booki lenmiTiwnd tbem to Fanilica «a ndtable end degint 
oKaenta totheyounfcrmcmboaaftbafaooaebotd. The IDaitntioDa an perfect genu, lepenla 
Enpmnoni of whid^ not mm; yean ago. would h»e been eonaidaed chean at It. each ; hnt if 
th^ an calnilatHt M enlr td. each, th^ reduoe the prioa ef the leit la St. for the Bibl^ and U. 
M. Ibi the CgmmOD Pr^ei— a price hFwcr thao ia paid tor Taiy in&nor po(±et Edition of tlwm 



=^c 



WORKS PUBLISHED BT BLACEIB AND SON, 

SLABOOW, aOIKBimOR, AHD LOHMR, 



FAMILY COMMENTARIESl 
HAWEIS' EVANGELICAL EXPOSITOR; 

Or. k C«UMatW7 <d lh« Balrfiibk, with *n iBboddcban, Mu^mt Bit ^tae e t, Md Bodiiin 

ij (b( It«. John BmowH o( aaddiDgtooi and > complete lodei and Cooeuc DictiaiBT. bj tb* 

Ber. JoHV Bah. OlMgov. Wilh H^ Flm^ lad otk« Eipni^L Id SB Puu, it U oA. 

"1 d«ll Hat cadtaUj aum* it to Hifani CteHliut ot ill 4Biialutiiia>*-W«te Hmtm. 

HAWBI8' COMMBNTABT ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
Cm^M^ witk FlMM, >D 40 Nmbei^ Od. (Mh. 

SCOTT'S COMMENTARY ON THE OLD AKD NEW TESTA- 

HBNTB: T—'**"g '■tJ«™*— T Wnt.^ Vwrtir^ Ctitrrrmlirm^ Mil rciyinM MMfpnal RrfulM^ 

With *B IntradaetoiT Emu. wd nvBOinu additioiid Note^ bx the Ber. WIIJ.U1I StkivotOi*. 
D.D, Otefnr. nfaMnted br ■ Boiei of UiMaicd Daipu, Undnvet, ud iNhB Embtlidi- 
■eaM. Tb bt MB^eWd ia » PuB^ 3iL MiL 

BARNES* NCTBS ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

Xmpuwl. IBKlTtUi, «l J»ttUitH SIMM. Hhntnted with lUn. Pukc, od BcutilU 
~ ■■ « Sted ud Wood, of Secnei] kle B tilled with fcrijituw , bom Oripui Ditwinn 

IITCH, T. Alu>K, Ac To bo earptot»d is 33 Puts, U. —A; or Fiio Doabb 



br W. L, Lbitch, T. Ahum, Se. Tt 
TohiMi kt «*.'aidi, (Dd One It 4(. M 



nil EdttioD of Bmu^ ?n>(a ii obuteea in nha ibore 19 otboi 
HoTiS idied ta the EpiMko, md which m oonectin cT < 
nOioT, thit n not in •eeordiiKO irith the ncwi of Diriiie Truth MnDj 



itstussl b; 
Aput 'from thii Htlxadxn kiiait, the Iu.u«tsatiohi (ttitj-niTUtei o nnniber) m 



ctin featOA the Iu.u«tsatiohi (ttitj-ni TUtei o nnn: 
M It not odfOa Bwrt nlwbk Bod bcaatirnt but obotb 



BARNES' NOTES ON THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

'nm Booki id JOB uid IH&IAH, vith Additiohil None, EnaacTiXQi on 9nii, and 
■bora One Hundied iLLDtTBiTHMi on Wood, laaat of tbiD to be fbund in no otb« editjon. 
I3P>itt,lt.(Kh;nT<ib,aToU„aat}vei.iIawab,iTDlL,Clatb,Tria]ioI>aniet Z toIl, Cloth, 7(- 

BARNEB' QUESTIONS ON THE HEW TESTAMENT. 

rtf Bibb CkM« and BBidnr:8dMMb. OiMTol,CMh.8L Sd.; cruSPcrti, U ^k. tmt 
L HaUhov— Hi*. Fan B. Mw-John. F)M In. AsU. Put IV. Boatia. Pot V. 1 Cof 
iathiai FaitVtHatom. 
nil wai bt tend n adnirabia Ibniil (K Bd^-kAocI ItatfaR* aid Hodi of F^Om. 

AbrfianiJhM ttt JteaiiMilrtiww >»hi m faU> £«li« li onm JtmiUn- 
■HadaalnhHBanabjklBMld ihaald ban Iwo-fcld KafitT isd Miglbrt ki ii«i— illai 
to a Uadot ai Sabtat^whool laacbB, Banwa Iji ooUaactMa wish im tlliMiii ii Xdilw.'— JAaaa 
B*m.T(u(, O.D, LnUim. ' 

■Tban^eiMt bMUtf of TswaUioii, ill appropriate and biilj-aueoUd muatnUoBe, br tba Vim 
BdM_qa^ an^absnt^l^iuMitint i} laaniad ud aocsmpliilnil 8csu UiitBoi^ (ifi to It > bifli pi*. 

[waul or oitlKdoiTl ii tnlMj nowiail br tba in. 
H ir*la."-Jou BjlOU, As.. Ktw oJlvf, St 

■r Work of 

M «j|lul erpnltMuw.'— J*)iu 



id Mapii an^ba 

- In thii nnllaM aWii)i,lbl 



luuu>, Itirnf Cte^ £siiJ«. 
- Iha Ktiti, allad^ tini HUliia ol Utmn. a 
■baaaa ibe ralae of tb* Woit m tandini lo < 
mt paMgH.'— WiLLUH LuriiuT, li.D., Aij 



«■ ^ Jf^ritic^ fiwi^, CUM Fmlptete Gfanl. 

BROWN'S DICTIONART OP THE BIBLE, 



natnlin Notaa, b* tb Bav. H. Uoou 
p m Wood ud BmL luWIlM,!) 

STACKHOUSE'S HISTORY OP TEE BIBLE, 



WOHKS FUBII8HED BT BLACEIE AND SON, 3 

SLuaow, iDnmuaaa, avd loisoii. 

DEVOTIONAL AND PRACTICAL WORKS. 
PAMILT WORSHIP. 

A Saiv id Prqien, with Decttiul and Pnctial It«u>ki m PHMgo tt ^oad gaiutjn ^ te 
•fen' Uuniiic tod BTiniiif throoirbont tb* Yod; t^pted to the Scnioei of Domatic Wnhip. 
mA Tw«it7-«M bigUT-Enuhcd Bn^iningi. In 30 Art*, n^asrojel SrOk le. (uh; CM^ 21(. 

THE CHRISTIAN'S DAILY COMPANION; 

A 8(hta of HedilMkai ud Short Pnctioil CommoitL on die meet ""p"-**-* Daetriwi mi 
Fmnti e< the Hd* SantBt^ uiund ftir Dulj Rf&iiiir Oinhnit the THE. fFiU I^mte. 
WW l^lrjkiiikii AynJuf. lD20nvti,l*.*MkiCI(itE,SU. 

THE WORKS OP JOHN BUNTAN, 

Pntetia^ Allcgcncil rad BfucdhneoMj with Editoriel Puviou Kid Xoth, md m Ea*Av 
«a Bdktam'b QiHitiik Turn, end Cohtuimsabiis. B7 Owwsb OnoB, Edilw of Ite 
rapim'i Pwya^ fi»the atatai Kaeajt OoaBij. UntampliU BiUin; mtboaxUVtu, 



BoiiTlH'a Worki foim, u ■ iriwl^ Ae meet (onciiii^ fnthM, iDdrnTrioiUa Bodr of D^^ 
to tiae h»« ill ben nnUUMed, altcn£eBd i-'-!— -j —' —-'• 



flltt hn env bcoi poUiuinL end thxt in 1 beeuCilm nmptidtji of lengnigB which do ddb 
■dMndortud.^ llw nbib Woriu of Bv^m no^^bowem, st ta^ucoe. Thtjitim 



To meet Hm wi „ 

dinik tlw wW* Woiki in 

I^THS EXPEBIUENTAI, DOCTBINAL, un> PRACTICAL WORK& WW, Bbutn- 
tknu. Lk as Fiite, U. etch. 

IL-THBALLBaoRICAUFIQU&ATITK,uniBTMBOUCALWOBKB. WJO, —Miiww 
iUumtiMt. In 18 Futi, U. (Mil. 

WILLISON'S PRACTICAL WORKS; 

It the Bit. W. H. H>TBWMaioiL TJ.p, Bdiibnigh. 



DWIGHT'S SYSTEM -OF THEOLOGY; 

Or, COMPLETE 
With in EiuT 
Futi, St. each. 

WATSON'S BODY OF PRACTICAL DIVINITY, 

In I Boia of Sennoni on the Shoncr Catechinn of the Wettminitar fluiiiililj To which ii 

AhTWnitnl R*W4 fbrmnn* m Vannilt Subject^ together with file Art f^ nnirui fTrnibmbrlivl uiH 

! leruod end correctecL with Dna 
iDthon. 1 VoL npa-rajml Btd, doth, IBl; or in 2D Noi. ed. each, 

BAXTER'S SELECT PRACTICAL WORKS, 

Indndiu the whole of hii TrtttiMi CO ConrenKn, The Dtrine U 
fleinti' Sieriutins Beat CuefuU; Rniiei^ uid noadid hj a 
Fvtnit. I VaLniper-rar*lBTo,2(b.doth; orinl2Fana,2i. eadL 

" Butn'i practical writhi|i an atnaiBij of ChhttUa wUhBi.'— PnlbqtoH, 

BAXTER'S SAINTS' EVERLASTING REST; 



FLEETWOOD'S LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST; 



and Enogdiita. Bj the Rer. Josii TiMTPWWm, DJ>. i3ta, 
Fithcn and Mutm aod the HlMon of Priultin ChriatMidtr, 
Ih aa £1117 OD the ETidauea of Chiiitiamn, aad nrnnaDiia Notn 



VnthUw lirei of the Apoatlea and 1 

TheUnaortbeHotBrniMntFithei 

hj William Cavi, DJ). With m EaaiT on „ -^ 

aMtohefoundiamroduiEditiM. To >fak^ ii eabjatBe^ A Comjm ^t«iT of the Chriitan 
ChnidLtotltt Ret. Thokai Bimi, M.A Dhiatiited br Fortf beeotiAiI Bf^rinca m Bted; 
bipoid On, Clod^ SS*.; n in iU Futi, la. wdL 

HALL'S CONTEMPLATIONS ON THE HISTOBICAL PASSAGES 

OF THE OLD Ain> NEW TESTAB[ENT& B; the Bight Her. Jonn Hau, DJ), an*. 
ceMirelj BUun of EutO' and Nanri^ ^Uh anEanj on Ui Uh and Writian b* BIltm 
WuDi^ii, DJ), QIa«oi>. DtaAitad Edidao, convlote in IS Pan« U eack 



-TOge 



WORKS PUBLISHliJ) BI BLACKIB AND 80N, 

aLASfiOV, XDINBDaOH, urn LOHDOir. 



INDISPENSABLE BOOKS OF REFERENCE. 
THE IMPERIAL OAZKTTEER; 

A GENEBAL OICTIONAEIV OF OEOORAPHT. Pbtiicai. Founou, fiATmrOAL, nd 
DMCBlniTK, indudiBg CoD.prcbautv* AamiuU «( tiw Covntrie*, Citn Piinc^wl Towni, 
ViUifo, Bo^ laket, BiTen, Uludi, HaoDtniii, Tilkri, be, in tk« Worid, Nov Publuliliic 
in Fuu, 3*. 6d. euh. A Compuion to thi "InramiAL DiiTTioKamT.' 

It iitlw pmpoM of tbe Ihfibul Qubttub to rapp^ mdia Work uUw cucmutiDoa vC 
dw pnacnt igc nquira. In jta conpilMion, tit* ■■*#< nttiU mid atHtnUe Bwm wiD be nmiiluil, 
•Dd puticu'tc ■ttauim viU ba ptid tc the Trtda ind Beaonrca of the nrioiu pleca demibetl, 
•nd la the Soda) CondiCioii, Hinnoi, Ctutonu, Ac, of the Inhibitanti. Oreil om will ilw be 
bestowed m tbe Fhjnal Oeonepbf of Cotmtiiei, in the niioui dqienmeuta <i( Otahgr, H jdn>- 
v_ rru-.-t T-'enj.Ttoiltigy, «■ ^ — "■- '---- -■ ' ■■--' -^ ' 



J, ftix, tad DP tb 



ig down of feogrqihicil poatiaiii u 



of Citiea lud Tovni ; at RaatAttAa 



Hinted in Uu 
I Boildingi, A 



Bikiied Kile. Bee full Proipcctaa utd CiBiditioai in Put Finl. 

StUctmuftvm tit JtMomuwUini ana la bti) Work : 
"ImMtiiAal Ibat it will umu aunenUT sisfal aid lo nunBbT, bdu msipUed with monrj 
end UleiitioB. II !• uln well prinled. ud beunifliltT iUutnt(3.--'^Uin W. a EMTm, LN, K.a J„ 



kw In uanxinp hl||h]i of ui« plu og Klileh li u to bmoudncled, md, „ . 

ta be a iuce lahitlile uttrnisliiBi 10 gur nocnsbical worki of ikt pnMM imt thu ut «ber d Ilia 
Blue Und wHh wUcb I an BcgmJutcd."- If. A ITuKU Auion, UJi.. F.L.B!/^,B.a.11.. ke, Av/iwr 

' It iinHan to be canAuIi ud roirtcUr tDmniUd."— Cant. CHAa. D. Bnauirl, B.N, C JL, F.Aa.S- 
If III Saint bftrlmiml, AimrtUf. 

' bMlbirt in nor wbt>-C. Fuin Smitb. F.B.S.K., P.K^.A, JttnmamwStiMlfir SeMmi. 

" Well ftulidcd Lo nipplj the want [hat baa lua baen fenendhp reH^ of a Wurb adapted to the Dudrrn 
alata o( geofiB^ilal iDFonnatiaD."— liniL H. biria, B.N., r.B^.S., F.K^S. 



Ib iajiflt thai 1 co 



■jiflt thai 1 cou^der it iucumpirBblj luperior 
^■ni orlowm and places are of ^rcai Intemi anil a 



with oUiva of ilmtiaf pralchi 
-a all otlitta that I BB 



THE IMPERIAL DICTIONARY, 

ENOUSH, TECHNOLOGICAL and BCIENTtFlC; adapted la 

bii. (M>n» .lul A>« nn theBaaiaof Wbbrbb's EHQLiaii Dicr , 

' s Slwdaid DicCianaiiH and BncTdapediBi, 

I'oana fubblt £HOLiaH, aBd the puKtiul 

with that Etnnakan aiid 

ij opwaida of Two llkodiaod 



a EHaLiBR Dj 
d Fhnaea from tl» olhs Stan' 
•nd bom DumBOua oths aouraa; compiiiing all Woana 
ud moat genendly naed Tcdmieal and SaedCifla Tenni, 

thor PzODunciatioD, accoiiling to the beat aathoiitiea. lui . 

EngtaTinEi tm Wood. Complete io 30 Paiti, Impend %io, 2t.6d.ea 

THE POPULAR ENCYCLOPEDIA; 

Oa, CONVEHaATIONB LEXICON ; being a General DicdwiaiT of Arta, Bdmeca, LitentDR, 
Biofraphjr, Biatoi;, Ethia, and Politioil Economji with Diaaetlatiooa on the ri og mi ntSioew, 
literatuT^ and the Rne Arta, by Tuowas Thohboh, H.D, F.R8., Ac, Repua ProAaaor »l 
CheaiiatrT, UniraaitT of Olaagow; Sir DANiit K. SAHDmaii, D.CJi, Pnjftaaor itf Oml, 
Unmrnty of Glnsow; and Allah Cummihghah, Eeti, Author of " lirea of Btitiih Paintcni," 
Ac. niutnled by manj Hundred Pbtea and Diagnm*. Complete in 14 Half V<^ lU eath. 
or !8 DiTiakma, Sa. «ch; or K Parta, 2i. Sd. ndL 

CYCLOPEDIA OF AGRICULTURE, 

PRACTICAL AND BCIENTIFIC; in whidi the Tinry, the Art, and the BnaineB irf Perming 
m all their depa^meat^ are tborooKhly andjKKtically tt«alid. B* upwaidi of Fiftr ofthe nuol 
eminml Faimera, lAnd Agenti, lod Bcientiflc Uen A the daj. Edited by John C. Kobtdm. 
Editor of the" AzTicultiinIau<tt«." With abore One nawud Qutratioiu m Wood and St«L 
Now PubtiahinB m Parte, 2i. td. euA, aupei-ioTal Sro. 
■~- objecteTlhia W-^ - -- ' ^-— 






t Worii ia to picaent to the Apiciiltiinl nadei the whole of tl 

J.V 1.: r :_ .. > .. i^ Juiown tO the D ' *■ 



it ftmiliirwith the 



lith hi* pioreH 
I, the methuda it emiloyB, and the riik it incon.. 
wood and atid. of Farm Bnildinga, Inaceta, Plasty euttinted and miadtiTatal, 



and OpeiBliai^ Ac, will be (rrai w) 

SeeomauiultftiDiit oiara to fJUa Work:^ 
luihle b the pi ' " 



"ItkaWaAorrrealnieril, and will ba TErynlnable to the pfacUeal Anner. Zrery fiirmer who can 
aftid It, oighi to (ure a upv of Uie Wort."— Tboka) Bauiii, Eu., Imi Cammiiiiaiir for Ui Dakt 
^mOmaJigiriimCaBi. 



"Hie Work la fttUy ap to tb* 



day, then befait ample UaOa of the lateat dlaooreriaa."^ 



-- , -, -. M pnaeal 

Diuxjl Hora, rknUT, IMm &nu, I 

'Ibia admim b la bdopedia,-— JTart »■• .^tiw. 

' 1 han no hawtalion whattnr ia ajumai iw mi bl^ sanxa vl the ' Gydcnedia o 
H. M. Uiuvan, liq, Siwrh, TUr^Mi^n.' 

■ Iha baa Mial of a ■ CTeti>[iciliB of AcrinnBre,' ■*— SM Ull •^riflrfhv^ Aiinul. 



WORKS PUBLISHED BT BIACKIB AND SON; 

flLASOOV, KDIRBintaH, AND tOinK». 



cal KaEiuecriiv of Rulinyi; BmbrtciDx Ub hlndula uul Coottni 
Plut, m in £putiiKiiU. IDiutnlcd ij m Bain <i Plata on * Uri 
agnnngi on Wood. BjDudll. Kihream CI.ABK, Enpnea', d 



MECKAMCALAND OTHER PROFESSIONAL VTORKS. 
RAILWAY MACHINERY: 

A TnAtiiff « the Mflchuieal KoEiueci 
tiOQ of RoUioK uid Piud Plu^ m r" 
■ol^ md br DUinHDiu EngnTingi _. 
ba BunpletBd in about 24 Parli, 2t. 6il. acn. 

THE ENGINEER AND MACHINIST'S ASSISTANT; 

Bdnr a Serin of Plana, 3ectioii% and ETEratjoiu of Stttm Engineij 8piimiii|f Machine^ Hilla for 
Orinainffj TwIm, Ac. takea from Macbinn of approred oouCrdction; vTcb Dncnptiona aiiit ^ 
'Piaeticu Etaafi on Vanoua DepartnUnto of Machine;?, In 18 Parti, Imperial lu, & Sd. eacb. 

THE ENGINEER AND MACHINIST'S DRAWING-BOOK ; 

A eompleta coana d Initnction tot the Practial Ennnerr, compriiiog Linear Dravinc^Piv- 
jectiona— Eeoentrie Cnmi— tbe Tuiaua fonni of QeannE— ncipiwalior UiehinejT— Slutching 
and Dlawisc from tba Ifacbioe— Projection of Shidova— Tintiof and Colonring, lod Pcnpectira 
— «B the bam of lbs worlu of U. La Blanc, and HAL Aiinengud. In about U Paita, at It. 

THE CABINET-MAKER'S ASSISTANT ; 

A Seriea of Original Dengni for Hsdem f nnuture. witb Deacaiptioni and Detail) of Conitmetion, 
'^^ ^~u on the liaEeriali and Hano^ture c^ Cabinet-work, ajid loatructiona in Draviog, 
tbs Trads. In 23 Part*, St. 6(1. eacb. 



Obaem 



THE MECHANIC'S CALCULATOR AND DICTIONARY. 



Uill-nigbt), Eogiaeera, and 

_, „ „ , ipieta Note-book of Technical 

Termi, Ruin, and lUilea, nieful in the Mecbaoical Aita DIunratHl bj BngiaTinft of Macbintry, 
- ' neari; ZOO CuCt and Dia^nmi on Wood. Cloth, Bi. The Calc diatom and DtCIlOM A nl 



n genmL Cloth, K>. &!. The DICTION.IRY ii 



in me Uerie* irf ST Nomban, 6d 
THE PRACTICAL MEASURER: 



THE AGRICULTURIST'S CALCULATOR: 



Pbddib. IflU 



A Bsin of Table* for Idnd-Ueuarin^ Druntng, Manuring, FlutiDK, Wright of Haj and Calll* 
' ' ' ~ Building, Ac Adapted to the uw of all enngnd in AnicultnrB or tha Uanags- 
" '-'- ■ "" — ■- — " no. Bonnd in Boas, St. 



« A|tW 

>tta,l2«; 



ment of Landed Piopertj. Complete in it 

THE FARM ENGINEER; 



THE FARMERS' GUIDE. 

A TtaUiieonthe Diieaicaof HoiMi and Bitcl Cattle] with InitruEtioni for the 
of Breeding Uarea and CowB. Bj Janh Wisn, Tetoinarr BingeoD. Cloth, 3*. M. 

SMITH'S ESSAY ON COTTAGES. 

An K«j on the Conitmetion of Cottagn, for irbidl th* Pi 
Society of Scotland. With working *" " "--^--^ — "^ 
AnhitMt, Edinburgh. Cloth, ii. 

THE TAILOR'S GUIDE. 

A Practical Guide An Ibe Tailon' Cntting-nniD ; ) _ 
Clothing, m ill Stylo, and tot erery period <^ life; alio the Ci 
Bttiiaaitali, liveriea, ftcL, with dinetioni for Hakini 
wKh nnmemui Piatn and Diigianu. In 14 Fula, Z 

A TREATISE ON CLOCK AND WATCH-MAKING, 

Theoretiea] and PraMioL Bj Tbomai Rbid, EdiilKUglL Ilhutnt«d witk TwMt; TMu% 
Plalei, and Vignetla Tit^page. 21(. Cloth; or in 10 Parti, 2|^ each. 

A TREATISE ON THE ART OP WEAVING. 

I by neuiy 200 Figmo, with Warp, Wrft, and Tan Tabtei, for the nie of Manufao- 
ij ioun Uv*.rar. TUrd Edition. 1 V0I.8TO. ISl; orin 16 Numben, U och. 



; being a Treati 



[eanaing and Cattmg 

itting of Pnlpit and Bar Goan^ 
■--- By JoiiFU Coon, 



gp" 



6 WOMB PUBLISHED BT BIAGEIE AND SON, 

flUAOOW, XDIKBIIBSH, lin> LOHDaH. 

POETICAL AND MrSCEUANEOUS WORKS. 

ITALY, 

CLASSICAL, HIBTOKICAI^ Aim PICmREaaTTl! ; Ilhatnted bi ■ Boiia of Vicwi ftva 
Dnwingi b; SrAHniLD, RJL, BoBivn, ILA, HasdihOi PmovT, LincH, BBOCKtnOH. 
Babhabd, Ac Ac With Dstosimoti* of tk* Scbhbb. Pneedtd hf u bmoDOCTOBT 



EuAT, ienki^Bg Ibe Rccoit Hunnj lul Pniat CooiHliaD tit ItiilT ii 

Cakillo Uafbi, D.D, hmaij Cinan of flu Cuhsdtal td tvat, and Qmuiua « un v/vw^ 

of SuApoUimninltoiBa. Complett in 20 Pnti, 2i. Sd. <m1; ci 1 TcL htlf moiaoco, £3, B>. 



Thuiamu o[ tlwmnt bautjfal ahutntiTe WoAi tl _ 

pnacDU Kt tile pmsit nunnoit i donblB ckim to n^id : mdepoidait of Hi bflui^ u ft taU^ 
bo(^ the bleiai; deputmcnC eanliuiu mii£h eonceniiiif JUube, iti Pipil Bala; tod Chnn^ Bdr- 
n^liiBi^ thit oogbt to be known in the bnilr ende. 



THE WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS, 

CompketB Hhubmtfld Bditun, Ijtavj wid Pieto 
Pocnu, Bongi, ud Coziapoodaica ; ■mnged C 
Note* wid £iiiDMtiaw. Tbc abole pnoeded In 
tbc Qoiiai uid Cfainctn of Bonu,' ud Dr. Co 



Complete nhutnted Edition, Ittatrj tui Pictoriil. eonnitiiig o( ■ eompleta CoDectiaii 
" n, Bongi, ud Coziapoodoica ; ■mnged C^ ' — ■--■■- -. i --a i- 



„ , -_ j'a Itaaax at tbB Poet, Ia2SPni»,topl 

era, li. rKb; witb BO UhutntiaDi, 

With Eigbt BoFPLBMEHTAKi Pabti, -^ iii l iii r rT n 82 Tkttai maikisit in ill S IDuinliiBi. 
B Voli, tletutlj bonmd ia Cloth, 801. 

CASQUET OF LITERARY OEUS. 

CoDtiiniiic npnrdi of Bmn Bdhdbid Extkacti in tottrj mi Pvat, bma dmiI} Thkbb 
Udhdbbd ddcmt AuTHoaa. niiutnCed b; Twsitj-flTe EnrnTingi, from Ongiul Dmrtan 
ebieS* br Mcraben of the BotiI Beottiib AodeniT, In 4 Voli.. denntlr bound io cloth, nna 
2Bno.il MPBt^l..(Mh. 

'nieie ftmr bfluitifiiJ dnodcdmoi irftifn m nrtrmiiTt Mvi Tihihifl >li<rHil*i rf oar ineat pffmend 
psMrr.-— MWwr* Ulmrt QaaU4. 

REFUBUG OF LETTERS; 

T'ld th_ , , 

In 4 Vole, dcnntlT booad in ClcHli, {nice ZOi. ; n in Id Pi 



HOGG'S (Tb» Bttbiok Shothibd) WORKS. 



Witb IDiuCrKim bj D. O. HiD. Sm|., B.8A. POETICAL WORKS, with Anfa.. _ 

BaminiKfsmofhiiCoitsnponiiea. S Vide, null Sm^ St Sd. eadi. TALES mdBKl , 

indoding •noil Pinsi not bston PnUiibcd. B Vole, null Sro; 8k M. mcL ne Volmna UB 
nld iqwitdf , endi bong complete in ilidt 



MISCELLANEOUS WORKS OF OLIVER GOLDSMITH, 

CoD^idnB Ci^m cf ttn Wotid. ITiiM of yj^^Ud, Poe^ ^"^ ^ 



Bie^.Ae. With u E«n on Ui life ud Writin)ii. Bj Ai,bx. Whitblav, Bditvof "n* 
Ceeqiiet of litatij Oau."^ "Book of Bcotliih Son^" Ac With S7 nqoitile Snnniim db 



BOOK OF SCOTTISH SONG ; 

A CoOectktt of Ibe Bat od mort Approved Bonn id Bootlud, Aaeieit ud Kodem; wiOi 
CiWnl end Hiftorinl Notket W M f din gtbgn ud that Anthoi^ ud n Vmtf on Scottiih Smic. 
Witt Engnrad Ttva^Mpte» end Title. Is IB Nnmho^ td. caA; or hudNBalr bamd in OooL 
(iUedKC^t)!. Hnoooo degut, Ui. 

BOOK OF SCOTTISH BALLADS ; 

A ConqntennTe CoUectko if the BaDada of Saothnd, witb 
Bditorof "TbeBookofScottid)'' — " "'^■- " ■■ "- 



hs BaDada of Saothnd, with nnmsona IlloiitntliB Notca, bi the 
Sou* With Engiarad Araitiapwa and Titk. In IS Niuibcn, 
in Cloth, 01. Momeea et^anl, lla. 



POEMS AND LYRICS I BY ROBERT NICOLL: 

with nnnataa AdditioD^ and a Honoir of tba Author. Fonflt Bditiaa. Poolacap Srok Clot^ 
(OWSt-ML 

POEUS AND SONGS BY ROBERT GILFILLAN, 

With Portnit and Ifoaoit of tlu Author, uduAppoidii of hia lalon Kacca. Foarth BdiliOik 
FMtoDV Sra, Cloth, giH, St. Sd. 



^ZCoo^Tc" 



WOSKS PUBLISHED BT BLAGCIE AND SON, 7 

6LAB00W, XDoraim&B, jjffi vmxa, 

HISTORICAL AND BIOQRAPHICAL WORKS. 

THE mSTORT OF SCOTLAND, 

From dwEuliBt Period to IhaPmntTiMa. AiimrEditiaii.vMkNiiiETTliJ:[nTUn«irB— 
I«iid>cqic^ FoitnH, ud Dialoricil. InEIPuti, lt.»A; or 12 h^ V<dL Ei. neb. 

Thii ii the «i1t Work autamoiig ths cntin nut!' of Beottlib Hiitsj fton tha BuliMl Hbm 
to tba pmcot yni (1851). 
CHAMBBRa* BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY OF EMINENT 

aCOTSHEN. RcTued ind CoDtinucd to tha PnKnt rniUb Illugtntcd iHth EiglitT AolhcntiB 
Fortniti, ind Fin Engnred Vinctle TiIIei, npnaenliii; the Priodpd Bati of Leiniirg in 
Sootlaad. IV KariMd portion, forming shU conititattd the Orisinil Woik, will be completed 
in SO Firti, 1*. ndi ; ind the BnpplemeDtuT Volnma vill be campktad in 9 Puti, U. each. 

A mSTORY OP THE PAPACY, 

POUnCAL AND ECCLESUanCAL. in ibe Bixtuktb lod Sivintcehth Cintiiiiu; 

>--•-"--'•-- " uintioa o( tha Isquiaition; the Riie, Pro^nM, and Coo»olid»tion of the 

utahon to eflict the ooanter-RefDraufion in OennanT, '— "* -— 



m Fitae^ and to mpiMa Fnitaat aa t princi]ilu in the South of Europe. Bj I^Boroui lUim. 
nualaled from thalateat Oeimaa Edition 1^ DiTID DnriDAS Suorr, Eaq. i <rith Nota br tha 
IVawlator, end u IntrodDctan Eny by J. B. Hkblx D'AuBioita, uJ}. Complta b 10 
PaRi. li. each; or S Volik. Cloth, 21i. 

D'AUBIGNE'S HISTORY OP THE INFORMATION 

IN THE aiXTEBNTH CENTURY. TnnalaCed bj D. D. Scott, Ew]., and H. Wiiin, B.A.; 
the Tiudation reriaed b; Di, IfADBiaHK. with Notea b; D. D. Scorr, and the Ret. J. J. Lb RoX. 
TolnmaFourthooBtvmu theEHULUBKiroBXATion. Completa ia SB Parti, U each. With 



THE PROTESTANT; 

A B^iee rf Rw/ i , in whidi m da nu aea at loigth thoae Bnbjeeti which ftmD the Dietii^mihinr 
natuna DMwtau Trae lad Faba Rehc™ i between the Chriitiinitr of the New reatamait and 
thaF|md8apaMtionwfaiefahaBiH(iipedthename. B7 Wiu.I*H H-Qavim, Eaq. NewEditiDO, 
wlthhtaiioiTBadPortcailoftheAatbor,hi2aFuti,6il.cwhi ain Cloth, llat 

BOLLIN'S ANCIENT HISTORY. 

^>th Eitauire Notn, Oeographieal, Topocraphical, Hiitorical, and CritiiH dd 1 life of tba 
Author, Bjr jAitis BaLL, Author <rf " A STilem tt Ocognphx," &c. with BDnwnnu lUiia- 
tntiODi. In 2 Vola. ntedinm ato, 28«.; at in 84 Paitat li. each. 

A Thikd ToLuai on Am Acta and So^cea at the Anoenta, with Notca, hv Jahu Bbi^ 
Pdcall*.; or in 10 Faita, U eMh. 

*,* lUi i> the onlj eompleta and n^ediled editim of BoQin now biAm the puhlia 
'Ihe birt cdiUaB thai hai jtt iuaed ftma tha prsM."— Orimdl BmU, 

THE WORKS OF PLAVIU8 JOSEPHTJS, 

With Hape, and other nioftntioni. In 2Z^ Parta, le. udi. 

WODROWS HISTORY OF THE SUFFERINGS OP THE 
CHURCH of SCOTLAND. Edited br tha Ber. Ronnn Bdehk, DJ)., F.A£.e. Portnita. 
4Vob.dat^aai:i ot S3 Parta, U. ach. 

' We eniiUir tha nnbUcatigB <rf Wodnw^ Hialdry u ■ Dobla boon tntned npon tha pubUc."— 

THE TEN YEARS* CONFLICT; 

Being the HiHory of the Dim^tioD of tba Churdi of BcotUnd. By Robbbt BuoHAaAM, DA 
1 Tob. nnall Sro, price 12l Uhrur Editioii, S V<iM. large type, price 2I(. 

SCOTS WORTHIES, 

Their Lirea and Teetinuuee. Reriaed and Enhind EftlOD, bdndfav tho tadiea ot theCmo- 
Mnt, With i^warda of Out HtaOnd OUttntiaH on fTogd ad SUA SZ Paili^ U mdh 

THE LADIES OF THE COVENANT. 

Hem«n of Diatinguiahed Bcottiah Female Chancto^ onlntdng the poiod of tba CoTBunt nd 
Peneoitian. B^theKei.jAHBB AifDiBaaH, Author (rf'-MaTtrn of the Baaa." WmnBoanm 
gaf raiiaj a. Hudaomdx bonnd in dotb, T>. ».; or m 14 Nmnbsi, <U. cardL 

-nebookwiU ha as iBuaeDt* hTowita with aB irto can ^pndala tha mmd aaMma." Phif 

MEMOIRS OF NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. 

By IC. DB BoOBBiBim. Ta wUdi la now Ant added. An Aeconnt gf Qm Efmta id tlw Hub- 
*edD^ya.nf Napoleoa'a OuimtJei totlieEMli^andofhiaBeaiitaiiieandDeiithat flL Helma, 
with Anecdota and Dhutntite NoUa. In aluDt ZS FaIt^ It. each; with nomaooi Hialnrical 
■nd FoAait maalntiona. 



8 WOBKS PUBLISHED BY DLACKH! AMD SON, 

SIiASOOW, EDUreUBfiH, Aint LOITDOK. 

NATURAL HISTORY, MEDICAL, AND MISCELLANEOUS WORKS. 
A HISTORY OF THE EARTH AND ANIMATED NATURE. 

Bt OtmB OouiawiTH. With Vameon Nota from tbe Worki cf Cctih*. Wilwi 
BoHATAKn, CAwriii, V*iLL*KT. LiKAKCs, Lbiion, L*cmriDB, Ace 

u ttaa tha Woriu of ttia mon dirtuigiinhml Bntiata Nimniliiu. R«-iar 

' ' MOO Dlutntin Fifont, d whicb 230 u 

ID M Pirti, II odL 



coaUlnbif Mulf MOO Dlutntin 



BHINiys HISTORY OF THE VEGETABLE KINGDOM; 



DnoDf HH rn^noH^j, i^^BHDcaunn, ma i^iunnv w ruDu; W1DI UBr Tuiotu aid to MMM 
th« Lnv Aouubi >ad tbcii vplkstioD ID tha Ait^ UnatKtana, uiil ThnneMie KrngamT. 
Knttd I^TUuVicniwoB Wowliuiu llieel,(K wludi lOOna bouUiAiUj ddound; 22 I'M!, 

talacUoBtflDIHirtntOcta. udaadaAg al (mnrlnr Ut t>m lolicd ftoa nnomv 
.v_ i^i 1— v.. ^._. „^ . , .-._ ^y, Brtjta. mdntlr lh« icaU tf 

Ik pofomai wdL-— IMrasIUin "7 rin 

CYCLOPEDIA OF DOMESTIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY. 

Bt Tbomu Ahdkcw, H.D. HlDitntal vith £ii^mTii«i od Wcad uid Blicl. Bojri Sfo. 
17 Puo, 1*. cub; •" ™ Cloth, ISl 

'iBtilitTU > nd) (ltd linple rnMe la naUal En(Uea.''--ZiHT««l Canir. 

■ ■- Id tlu nrL'— £n>W nwK 



AOAVS BOHUI AHnQUirntS: 

EAMtaJtmBorn. LL.D, oh orttw Uwlan 
or tha Huh Scboal, Edinbinh. 100 llliMntiooi. 
rria iK U hi CMh 1 « mlt Qaeniimt, 7f- Cloth. 
Th*4a«U«iH ooiianMi, ptn u. U. 
A CHART or BCRIPrnRK CHnOKOLOaT, 

' ~ "inlaUMDaatracttoBotJeniHlM. 
pn BoBimoir.SKtarorSLJiAira 



A BISTOBT 0? THB JKW8, 

rron tha lUrlonith Gtptlritj t 

ol JcRnkia. Bl Joaatn KoBciraoi, Rkut oT 
Sl.Ji)h«1«naMreolHnl,Huiultait. CMh,l>.M. 

A TBBATISB ON VIET, 

CoBnirioi tht KaMnl HIKaiT, Fnpntin, Can. 
poiiUca, idnltoitiiin, and U«i at tlit Vegatahlei, 
JidIbU*. ridua, Blnli, kc, uafd u Fond. Bj 
WitUM DiTioaoM, 11^.,M.B.C.9.B. Piio^ 
CloCh,l>.U 
BAIRD.— RBLIGIOK IK THE milTEIl GTATB8 
or AHEttlCA J Or. in AmsohI of the Onpn, Pro- 
per Rdatnu to Ika SUt^ ind Pnaait Coaditva 
ar llu iTiDialKal Chnnhta 1b Iht UniUd Sutca i 
*rfUi«(itiMIoriheUne>.B«tlif»l IVoomiDitioDi. 
BjlhaBar. BoBBBiBilui, D,D. FriH St. 
BARIfS (RKV. J0HN1W0BS8. 
CATECHETICAL IN9TSUCTI0HS rOSIOOHO 
GOHUUHICANTS, dcHpiiid to >ui>t lliem hi 
IbnoiDE ScrtptdAl Tiewi of Iha Lonl't Sappari 
within AddrsitoTuBiifFcTVRii oat jitCon- 
lESntcaDlL TwDsn-third Edition. PrinM. 
IIELP TO PBOfifsaiHO CHaiSTIANB, hi 
loMDiUithSsitiluiStBta tad Snath in Oraca. 
SMSBd^tkm. finll am. priuSf. Cloth. 
SCUFTUKE STDSKirrs ASSISTANT; beinf 1 
Mmplcta tnilot aad Cndu Kctioaarr of ika 
Bibfe hhithXditloB. Awlaiap »vo, priB It. U. 

BRomre concdrdakce to thb bible. 

Snail IBiBo. It. Clath, gill edg«. 

COHMBBCIAL EAND-BOOEi 

A CanpaBdioiB ol TMtt and Infonaalkni Ihr the 
Tnilar, Mmliint, aad Coauaaal mirellct. SIO 
pacai, «too, Ij. nu. 
FEROnSON-S limHEST TABLES. 
At nirtan diluenl Balaa, fnmi 1 Qaiitet to Sii 
per Cnl. j 11101 TdilM of CoBmiiaioii ud Brotv. 



HABTlErS ORATORICAL CUSS-BOOl 

Eifhth Editjoo, bmud. Si. 
HOW TO CHOOSE A GOOD M1I.K COW; 

-Or, A THani^aa of ill IhE Mario 1^ whidi thtUiUdnt 
Quliiiu of con BUT b^ AKonaioBd. Br J. IL 
llioBB. WlthaKfl^eiBsatoBthaDalrT&nfeor 
fiiilHOi their On'"'^. ttnuiiinMat. ud P wdu o tim 
BentUiVithHtBtilliTflalrnisi. B]r Jolw BbUbl 



LtN'n-HEASURBR'S RBADT BRCEOKER; 
Behii Tabki for Hcntalnini at iljht th) Cmto 



of tha JiTWi. OrliniHl ind Selected. 

Sth* B«. Jonn AirDBilOK. lldoii 
HtiipiM*. doth, tUI adge^ piiea >•. 
VRRCANTILE AHITHHETIG. 

Adapted to the IiBperlit Weiihti end Memni, vith 
tlia Nitan. Uia, ud Necatuuoa td BiUi of Ki- 
chuR. BTOAftHUwBiB. Sennd Edition. Ib 
Tm rarta, bound In Robd, wltli Ety, Sij or Farti L 
and il.iBClDth,(«hli.U.it)iaHo;aepaiat(dj, li. 

BAN'S ABILITI: 
WiUi lt> Relation to Oopal DoFtrino, uid Hon] 
Beip'wiibLlitj, BcriptnnillT conudoed. Bv tho Aav. 
Juu OiiioH, A.M., Qlufo*. Cloth, li.U 

STAFFA AND lONi 
JieieiilMd and Illiiitnled. Vith Ratloi of tha 
pnncliial Objecti on the Bonta bora Fort Criuaa to 

piTlnp. In Fantj Binding St. U. 
THE COMPREHENSIVE OEBMAH DICTIONABI, 
GEBMAN and XNOLD-H uid £NGLI9II aid 



THB RISE AND FBOGRESS OF LITERATUBS. 

Br !>ir CiHiiii. K. SivDroio, D.C.L. H.F, Fra- 

remrgrGrcekln theUuTsv^oreiaKDir. Pool. 

tnp Btd, Cloth, la. U. 
WALKER-a DICTIONABT AND lEI. 

Bomtifnlli prii ' 



!d In rojal IflBK^ WL 



, , . Pwtnlt 

jui. i.M>„,».M. The Kei to tha Pro- 
of rnper atmm, aepaittclj, It. 
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